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ill

THE

L I
O F T H E

A U T H O R:
By the Editor

THOMAS BURNET, Efq;

^^^^^^^ T were to be wilhed, that the Authbr
himfelf had Hved to have compleated

his whole Defign, and as he made
Thuanus his Pattern in Hiftory, Hke
him to have clofed his Work with an

Account of his own Life : That he intended fo to

have done, is evident both from his laft Will, and

from a rough Draught or imperfed: Sketch of this

nature, left behind him. He aded fo confiderable

a Part in the World, in fo many different Stations

;

he met with fo large a Ihare of Favour from fome,

and fo much Cenfure from others •, and in a Life,

where the Scenes were fo various, there muft be

fo many Occurrences, which will be both ufeful

and entertaining ; that 1 feared the Publick would
fcarce forgive me, as an Editor, if I fliould not

endeavour to fupply this only Part of the Author's

Plan, Yfhk\\ he himfelf did not live to execute.

A 2 'Ihft^



iv The L I F E of the A U T H O R

.

Tho' the producing Authorities for the feveral

fads, alTerted in the following Sheets, might per-

haps have exempted a writer from future cavils

:

yet the inferting vouchers for every particular *,

would have rendred a work of this nature both

dry and tedious ; i have only done it, where the

inatter related feemed very eflential, and the ori-

ginal papers themfelves mighf prove an agreeable

entertainment. I have carefully avoided repeating

all thoie parts of the Author's Life, which are

already related in the Hillory of his own Time

:

They are only tranfiently mentioned here, fo as to

continue the thread of my narration, and the

Reader is referred, for farther information, to the

Hiftory itfelf.
'"

'
' '

Theau- Our Author, Dr. Gilbert Burnet, was born
thor's at Edinburgh on the eighteenth day of September

paraiSge.^"
the year 1643. Hi^ father was the younger

* brother of a family, very confiderable for its an-

tiquity as well as intereft, in the Ihire of Aberdeen -,

and was bred to the civil law, .which he ftudied

for feyen yea^s in France. His exceffive niodefty

fo far deprefs'd his abilities, that he never made a

fhining hgure at the bar, tho' he was univerfally

efteemed a man ofjudgment and knowledge in his

profelTion -, he was eminent for probity and ge-

nerofity in his praftice j infpmuch that near orte

half of it went in ads of charity and friendlhip :

From the poor he never took a fee, nor from a

Clergyman, when he fued in the right of his

Church. In the year 1637, when the troubles in

Scotland were breaking out, he was fo difgufted

at the condud of the governing Bilhops there, he

cenfured them with fo much warmth, and was, at

the fame time, fo remarkable for his ftrid and

* Thofe fac\s for which no vouchers is alledgcd, are taken

from the Bifliop''s manufcript noces of his own life. A-nd can be
further fupportitl by other Ttftiwionies, if pccalion ibpuld le-

l^uire,

exemplary



The LIFE of ifhe AUTHOR.
exemplary life, that he'was generally called a Pu-

ritan : But when he faw, that inilead of reform-

ing abufes in the Epifcopal Order, the Order itfelf

was ftruck at, he adhered to it with great zeal and

conftancy ; as he did to the rights of the Crown,
without once complying with that party, which

afterwards prevailed in both nations. For tho' he

agreed with Barclay and Grotius (with the latter

of whom he had been intimately acquainted) as to

their notions of refiirance, where the laws are broke

through by a limited fovereign 5 yet he did noC

think that was then the cafe in Scotland.

Our author's mother was very eminent for her

piety and virtue •, fhe was a Vvarm zealot for the

Prelbyterian Difcipline •, her education that way
had been very ftrift : fhe was filler to the famous

Sir Archibald Johnftoun, called Lord Warriiloun,

who, during the civil wars, was at the head of

the Prefbyterians •, and was too often hurried av/ay,

by his attachment to them, into exceffes that were

not fuitable to his natural temper ; which was juft,

generous and felf-denying : Infomuch that he left

behind him but 2t very fmall provifion, for a family

of thirteen children, though for many years he had
been entrufled with the whole government of Scot-

land. He was ih zealous in the interefts of his

party^ that neither friendfhip nor alliance could dif-

pofe him, to Ihew favour to thofe, who refufed

the folemn league and covenant. Our author's

father therefore, perfifting in this refufal, at three

feveral times was obliged to quit the kingdom, and

at one of them to remain an exile for five years :

And, when his return v/as afterwards connived at,

as his principles would not permit him to renew

the pra6tice of the law, much lefs to accept of the

preferments in it, offered him by Oliver Cromwell,

he lived retired in the country upon his own eftate,

till the Reftoration •, when he was made one of the

Lords of the feplon.

A ^ His



vi The LIFE of the AUTHOR.
His Edii- His father's retirement from bufinefs proved a
cation. confiderabie advantage to our author's education,

which was wholly under his care, and fo managed

by him, that at ten years old his fon was mafter

of the Latin Tongue : he was fent at that age to

the college of Aberdeen, where he perfe<?:ed him-

felf in Greek, and went through the common
methods of the Ariftotelian Logick and Philofo-

phy with applaufe j he commenced Mafter of

Arts before he was fourteen, and then applied

himfelf to the Law, much to the regret of his

father, who had always defigned him for a Clergy- -

man. He continued ftudying the Civil and Feudal

Law for above a year, by which he laid in fuch

true notions of fociety and government, as are

feldom found amongft Divines •, he then changed

his refolution, and determined wholly to dedicate

himfelf to the Church : Thereupon he purfued a

very hard courfe of fludy ; he went through the

Old and New Teftament, with all the feverai com-
mentaries upon the different parts of it, then in

repute ; he examined into the moft noted authors

in controverfy, and read Bellarmine and Chamier,

in oppofition to each other, quite through ; he

perufed fome of the moft received fyftems of

School-Divinity, but was foon difgufted at the

,
fubtlety of thofe v/riters, and readily obferved,

how little all their dilputes, which the jargon of

the fchcols rendred endlefs. could tend towards

making m.en wifer or better. In his hours of

amufement, he ran through m.any volumes of

hiftory : And it is fcarce conceivable, what a pro-

grefs he had made in thele ft"udies, before he was
eighteen, by an application, which feldom fell fliort

of fourteen hours in a day.

ITe is ad- At that age, he was put upon his trial, as a

mitted as Probationer or expe6tant preacher; who, after
a Proba- having pals'd examination, is at liberty ta preach

wherefoever he is defired, but has no particular

Church,

tioner.
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Church, to which he is attendant. This is the

firft ftep in Scotland, towards an admiffion into

orders, and was praftifed both under the Epifcopal

and Prefbyterian Oeconomy. The method obferved

in it has fomething fo dififerent from what is cuilo-

mary in England, that it may perhaps be worthy

the reader's notice. Thefe Probationers are firlt

appointed to preach praftically on a text afllgned

them ; next, critically upon another, the fenfe of

which is controverted ; and then a mixed Sermon,

of criticifm on the text, and pradical inferences

from it, is expected from them. After this, the

examiners allot a head of Divinity to each, on
which they are to make a Latin oration, and to

give out Thefes upon it, which they undertake to

defend in pubJick : Then a Hebrew pfalm and a

portion of the Greek Teftament is given them, to-

render into EngliOi extempore ; and lafb of all

comes the queftionary trial, in which every minifter

of the diilri^l is at liberty to put fuch queftions to

the perfon under examination, as occur to him,

out of the Scripture or Body of Divinity. Before

any one can be admitted to this, he mull produce

a teftimonial of his good life from the minifter of

the parifh where he lives ; and if during his

trial, which lafts for three months, any fcandal

can be proved upon him, he is laid afide as unfit

for the Church.

This probation our author went through, at the Rgfufe^ a

age of eighteen ; about which time his father was prefenta-

made a Lord of the Sefnon, and his Coufin Ger- ^i«" ^^ »

man. Sir Alexander Burnet, gave him the pre-
''^'^2-

fentation to a very good benefice, where his family

refided, and which lay in the center of all his

Kindred. There is no law in Scotland, that

limits the age a Minifter muft be of; but our
author thought his ov/n fo unfic for a Cure of

Souls, that he abfolutely refufed to accept of ^^.t,-

notwithftanding the repeated importunities of all Bs
•

, A 4 relations.
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relations, except his father, who left him wholly
to his own difcretion.

His fa' In the year 1661, his father died; and foon

^del'h Tid
^^^^^ ^^^ brother Robert, who was then become

his further Very eminent at the bar, as his other brother

purfuit of Thomas was afterwards in Phylick : Upon the
his ftudies, occafion of his brother's death, our author was

much follicited, by his mother's relations, to re-

turn to his former ftudy of the law, wherein he

was aflured of the greateft encouragement j but

he perfifted in his former refolution, of devoting

his life to the fervice of the Church, in which he

was confirmed by Mr. Nairn, Minifter of the

Abbey Church at Edinburgh. Mr. Nairn was
then the admired preacher of that country, re-

markable for accuracy of ftyle, as well as ftrength

of reafoning and fublimcnefs of thought : Him
our author purpofed to make his pattern, in this

branch of the Paftoral OfHce ; and was not a little

furprized to find, that he always preached ex-

tempore. For though all Sermons in Scotland were

delivered without book, yet were they premedi*

tated Difcourfes, firft written and then learn'd by
heart •, which was a lofs of time Mr. Nairn could

not fubmit to, and he foon put our author upon
Jlttempting the fame method of preaching, which

h^ continued to practife all the reft of his life *.

He

* I fhall only mention two remarkable inflances in relation

to his preaching without book. In 1691, when the Sees, vacant

hy the deprivation of the Nonjuring Bifhops, were filled up,

Bifhop Williams was appointed to preach one of the confecra-

tion fermons at Bow-Church. But being detained by fome ac-

cident^ the clerk had twice fet the pfalm, and ftill the preacher

did not appear. Whereupon the Archbifhop of Canterbury

deiired Dr. Burnet, then Bifhop of Sarum, to fupply his place,

which he did ; and, as the Archbifhop declared, gave them the

beft fermon he ever heard him preach. In 1705, he was ap-

pointed to preach the Thankfgiving Sermon before the Queen
at St. Paul's; and it was the only difcourfe he had ever wrote

beforehand, fo this was the only time that he was ever at a

paufe
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He attained to an eafinefs in it, chiefly by allott-

ing many hours of the day to meditation upon all

forts of fubjedts, and by accultoming himfelf, at

thofe times, to fpeak his thoughts aloud, ftudy-

ing always to render his expreflion correct. Mr.
Nairn led him likewife into a new courle of read-

ing, by recommending to his perufal Smith's Seledt

Difcourfes, Dr. Moore's Works, and the Writ-

ings of Plato and his followers ; but no book
pleafed him more than Hooker's EcclellaflicaJ

Polity, from the principles of which he never de-

parted.

In the year 1662, the Scotch Bifhops, who had
been confecrated at Weftminfter, made a pompous
entry into Edinburgh, and, by the pride of their

firft appearance, gave no good omen of their fu-

ture condud:. Biihop Leightoun, though one of

their number, would have no fhare in the ftate

they took upon them, on this occafion : He foon

became acquainted with our author's growing
fame, and as he conceived a great affection for

him, he took a peculiar pleafure in overlooking

his ftudies. By his advice, he became converfant

with all the Primitive Writers, going through the'

apologies and other treatifes of the Fathers of the

three firft centuries, and Binnius's Colledion of

Councils, down to the fecond Council of Nice.

At the fame time, our author contrafted an

intimacy with another eminent Divine, Mr.
Charteris, a man of great prudence, joined to an
unaffeftedfimplicity of Behaviour: He was not only

very knowing in his own profeffion, but was likewife.

a great Matter of Hiftory, both antient and modern,
of Geography and Books of Travels, and not a

little Ikilled in Mathematical Learning. Thefe
three perfons, by their converfation and advice,

paufe in preaching, which on that occafion laded for above a
minute. Thefe two incidents were fo publickly known and
fpoke o(, that I think it needJefs to alledge any particular au-

thority for them, unlefs they ftiould be queilioncd.

contri-
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contributed towards finifhing an education, which
had been fo happily begun. And indeed, what
might might not be expected from fuch early-

helps, where nature had lain in materials, fo fit to

be wrought upon ? For there was a robuft con-

ftitution, capable of the hardefl labour and ftudy,

an apprehenfion that took things quickly, and a

memory that retained them long, an imagination

rather too lively, and a natural fluency of ex-

preflion.

j^js joijj..
In the year 1663, our author took a Ihort tour

ney to into England : He firfl vifited the two Uni-
England. verfities -, at Cambridge, he had an opportunity to

know and admire the extenfive learning of Dr.
Cudworth, the judgment and moderation of Dr.

Pearfon, the fine luxuriant imagination of Dr.

Burnet (Author of the Theory) and the Free-

thinking of Dr. Henry More, one of whofe
fayings, with relation to rites and ceremonies, then

made great imprefiion on him ;
" None of thefc,'*

faid he, " are bad enough to make men bad, and
" I am fure none of them are good enough to

" make men good." At Oxford our author was
much carefs'd, on account of his ready knowledge
of the Councils and Fathers, efpecially by Dr.

Fell, and Dr. Pocockj that great m.aller of Ori-

ental Learning ; he v/as much improved there in

his Mathematicks and Philofophy by the inftruc-

tions of Dr. Wallis, who likewife gave him a letter

of recommendation to the learned and pious Mr.
Boyle at London. Upon his arrival there, he was
introduced to all the moll noted Divines, fuch as

Tillotfon, Stillingfieet, Patrick, Lloyd, Whitchcot,

and Wilkins, whofe charafters are faithfully drawn
by him in the hiftory. But no converfation proved

a greater advantage to him, than that of Sir Ro-
bert Murray, not only as he brought him into the

beft company, but as he alfo acled the part of a

faithful monitor, in reproving him for any errors

or indifcretions his youth might betray him into.

I After
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After a ftay in England of about fix months,

which, being fpent in the manner I have men-
tioned, could not but be highly ufeful, he return-

ed to Scotland, where he was again prefs'd to enter

into Orders, and accept of one of the beft benefices

in the Weft.

Sir Robert Fletcher of Saltoun, who, during Delays

his ftay at Paris, had received many obligations accepting

from his Father, hearing fo great a charader of g^^^^^^^^g^

the fon, invited him down to his feat, and had
no fooner heard him preach, than he offered him
that Church, the Miniflrer of it being nominated

to one of the vacant Bifhopricks. Our author

would have excufed himfelf, as having determined

for fome months to travel beyond Sea -, and fol-

licited the Living for his friend Mr. Nairn ; but

Sir Robert would admit of no denial ; and as the

prefent incumbent was not to be confecrated im-

mediately, refolved to keep the Benefice vacant,

till his return from his Travels.

It was in the year 1664, that our author went His Tr-
over to Holland ; where, after he had feen what ^els into

was remarkable in the Seven Provinces, he fixed
^"^"^^^""^

his refidence at Amfterdam. There, by the help France.

of a learned Rabbi, he perfe6led himfelf in the

Hebrew Language ; he likewife became acquainted

with the leading men of the different Perfuafions

tolerated in that Country ; as the Arminians, the

Lutherans, the Unitarians, the Brownifts, the

Anabaptifts, and the Papifts : Amongft each of

whom, he ufed frequently to declare, he had met
with men of fuch real piety and virtue, that there

he became fix'd in that ftrong principle of univerfal

Charity, and of thinking well of thofe that differed

from him, as likewife in an invincible abhorrence
of all fevericies, on account of religious diffenfions,

which hath oftei:i drawn upon him the bitterefl

cenfures from thofe, who, perhaps by a narrower
Educanon, were led into a narrower way of Think-
ing.

-

'

From
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From Holland he pafl thrdiigh the Netherlands

into France ; he remained for fome time at PafiSj

and converfed often with the two famous miniiters

of Charenton, Daille and Morus ; the one re-

nowned for his learning and judgment, the other

for his bright parts and eloquence. He thought
there entered too much of the gefture of the

theatre into Morus's delivery -, his fermons were
full of fire and of turns, which being out of the

common road, at once furprifed and pleafed his au-

dience i but when thefe flights, which paft current

in a pathetick difcourfe, came to be coolly con-

fidered, they would hardly bear the teft : So that

as our author found in him much that deferved

imitation, there was flill more that required cor-

redion. His ftay in France was the longer, on
account of the great freedom and kindncfs, with

which he was treated by the Lord Holies, then

AmbalTador at the French Court. Towards the

end of the year he returned to Scotland through

London, where he was introduced, by the Pre-

fident Sir Robert Murray, to be a member of the

Royal Society.

Is fettled Soon after his arrival at Edinburgh, Sir Robert
as Minifter Fletcher came thither, and carried him down to
atSaltoun, Saltoun, giving him the Prefentation to that

condudl
Church ; but he declined taking it abfolutely at

there. firft, and refolved to continue there four months,

performing all the funftions of a Minifter, without

engaging himfelf to the Parilh, till he fhould have

the joint requeft of all the parifhioners ^ which he

afterwards had, without one fingle exception ; and

thereupon he was ordained a Prieft by the Bilhop

of Edinburgh in the year 1665. During the five

years he remained at Saltoun, he preached twice

every Sunday, and once more on one of die week
days ; he catechifed three times a week, fo as to

examine every parifhioner, old or young, thrice

over in the compafs of a year •, he went round his

parifh, from houfe to houfe, inftrucling, reproving

or
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or comforting them, as occafion required j thofe

that were fick, he vilited twice a day ; he ad-

miniftred the Sacrament four times a year, and per-

fonally inftrufled all fuch, as gave notice they in-

tended to receive it ; all that remained above his

own neceffary fubfiftence (in which he was very

frugal) he gave away in charity. A particular

inftance of his generofity that way, a perfon * (who
then lived 'with him, and afterwards was in his

fervice at Salilbury) ufed to recount : One of his

parishioners had been in execution for debt, and
came to our author for fome fmall rejief, who en-

,j

quired of him, how much would again fet him up
in his trade ; the man named the fum, and he as

readily called to his fervant to pay it him. " Sir,

" faid he, it is ail we have in the houfe." " Well,
•* well, faid our author, pay it this poor man ;

f ' you <io not know the pleafure there is, in making
" a man glad." Thus as he knev/ the concerns

of his whole parifh, as he treated them with ten-

dernefs and care, and as he fet them a fair example
of every article of that duty, which he taught

them, he had foon gained the affections of them
not excepting the Prelbyterians •, tho' he was then

the only man in Scotland, that made ufe of the

prayers in the Liturgy of the Church of England.

As his ftudies were chiefly bent upon the pafto-

ral care^ in which he endeavoured to inllrufl him-
felf from the befl writers, concerning the confti-

tution of the Primitive Church, during the firft

Centuries, among whom St. Cyprian was the

chief J he obferved, that the Bifhops, who govern-

ed in Scotland, though they derived the ftrongeft'

arguments for their order, from thefe very books,

yet neglefted all the rules prefcribed in them. He
therefore drew up a memorial of their abufes, of

which fome relation is given in the Hiftory, as

* This was a ftory commonly well known at Salifbury, and
wluch the Editor le^rut frgm Mr, Waflefield, a Genileman now
living there.

likewife
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likewife of the harlh treatment he met with, upon
that occafion. However, as this ftep had made
forae noife, and might be imputed to ambition, or

a defire of becoming popular ; he refolvcd to live

in a more retired manner, than he had done hither-

to : A abftradting himfelf from all mixt com-
pany, confining himfelf wholly to ftudy and the

duties of his fundlion, he entred into fuch an
afcetick courfe, as had well nigh put an end to his

life -, for his bad diet, joined to hard ftudy, had
fo corrupted the mafs of his blood, that in two
fucceffive fevers he was given over by the Phy-
ficians.

Much In the year 1668, as the government of Scot-
confulred j^nd, both in Church and State, was put into the

niftrv^in^^
hands of moderate men, among whom Sir Robert

Scotland. Murray was a principal leader, our author was fre-

quently fent for and confulted by them ; he was
afterwards employed, as one of the chief mana-
gers for the Church, in negociating the fcheme
of an accommodation, between the Epifcopal and
Prefbyterian Parties ; of which a full account, is

given in the Hiftory. He was, upon that occafiop,

introduced to the Dutchefs of Hamilton ; who,
though her inclinations lay toward Prefbytery, pro-

fefled herfelf a friend to m.oderate Counfels. By
her he was invited, the year following, to Hamilton,
where he contracted an acquaintance with the

.
Regent of the Univerfity of Glafgow ; who con-

ceived fuch an efleem for him, that, their Chair

of Divinity being vacant, he propofed our author,

as the perfon moft proper to fill it ; and he re-

commended this m fo effeftual a manner, that in

a few days after, he brought over to Hamilton,
the Decree of the Univerfity, eieding him their

Is made ProfeiTor. As this matter had been wholly tranf-

Profeffor acled without his knowledge, fo was he, for fome
of Divi- time, in fufpenfe what refolution to take ; his

GMoQw. '^^^^"^s were all earneft in perfuading him to ac-

cept of it, his parilhioners at Saitgun, for whom
he
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he had a moft tender regard, were no lefs anxious

to retain him : At length the authority of Arch-

bilhop Leightoun prevailed, and he removed to

Glafgow in the year 1 669, where he continued four

years and a half, in no fmall exercife of his patience.

The Prefbyterian zealots hated him, as appre-

hending that his fchemes of moderation would, in ,

the end, prove the fure way of eftablilhing Epifco-

pacy amongft them : The Epifcopal party, on the

other hand, could not endure a man, who w^as for

exempting the DifTenters from their Profecutions.

As his principal care, in this new ftation, was His con-

to form juft and true notions in the Students of d"*-^
j"

Divinity •, he laid down a plan for that purpofe, to
^^^^^

which no other objedion could be offered, but

that it feemed to require the labour of four or

five, inftead of one man •, yet he never failed exe-

cuting every part of it, during his refidence at

Glafgow. On Mondays he made each of the

ftudents, in his turn, explain a head of Divinity in

Latin, and propound fuch Thefes from it, as he was

to defend againft the reil of the Scholars •, and this

exercife concluded with our author's decifion of the

point, in a Latin Oration. On Tuefdays he gave

them a Prcledlion in the fame language, wherein

he purpofed, in the courfe of eight years, to have

gone through a compleat Syftem of Divinity. On
Wednefdays, he read them a Le6ture, for above

an hour, by way of a critical commentary on St.

Matthew's Gofpel, which he finifhed before he

quitted the chair. On Thurfdays the exercife was
alternate ; one Thurfday he expounded a Hebrew
Pfalm, comparing it with the Septuagint, the

Vulgar and the Englilh Verfion ; and the next

Thurfday, he explained fome portion of the Ritual

and Conftitution of the Primitive Church, making
the Apoftolical Canons his Text, and reducing

every article of pradice, under the head of one
or other of thofe Canons. On Fridays he made
each of his Scholars^ in courfe, preach a (liort

"

' Sermon^
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Sermon, upon fome Text he affigned ; and when
it was ended, he obferved upon any thing, that

was defedive or amifs, Ihewing how the text

ought to have been opened and applied. This was
the labour of the mornings ; in the evenings,

after prayer, he every day read them fome parcel

of Scripture, on which he made a lliort difcourfe,

and v/hen that was over, he examined into the pro-

grefs of their feveral ftudies, incouraging them to

propofe their diiHculties to him, upon the Sub-
jects they were then reading. This he performed,

during the whole time the Schools were open j

thereby anfwering the duty of a Profefibr, with

the affiduity of a School-mafler : and in order to

acquit himfelf with credit, he was obliged to ftudy

hard from four till ten in the morning ; the reft

of the day being of neceffity allotted, either to the

ufe of his pupils, or to hearing the complaints of
the Clergy ; who, finding he had an intereft with
the men in power, were not fparing in their ap-

plications to him.

He under- In times of vacation, our author made frequent

takes to viiits to Hamilton j and was eafily engaged by
writs the

^-j^g Dutchefs to undertake the tafk, of examining

of ihe^" ^^^ putting in order all the papers that related to

Dukes of her Father's and ner Uncle's Miniftry : fhe had
Hamilton, kept thefe carefully together, but had not hitherto

found a perfon, whom fhe thought fafe to be en-

trufted with the perufal of them ; yet now fhe had

fo entire a confidence in hirn, that fhe put then!

all into his hands. The Earl (afterwards Duke)
of Lauderdale no fooner heard that he was com-
piling Memoirs of the Dukes of Hamilton,

than he wrote to Scotland, earneftly prefTing him'

to come up to Court, in order to receive fuch in-

formations from himfelf, concerning the Tranf-

aftions of thofe times, as he was able to furnifli.

Our author thereupon went to London, where he

was received, by the Earl of Lauderdale, with fuch

marks of confidence, as made it e^vident, tliat had

hQ

4
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he purfued the common methods of cultivating an

intereft, he might have raifed himfelf to a great

fortune : But as he was a conllant enemy to all

thofe artifices of a Court, whereby men ufualiy

rife, fo was he naturally of too frank a fpirit, to

bear with the Earl's imperious temper. All the

ufe therefore he made, of his freedom of accefs,

was in negotiating and concluding a reconciliation,

between him and Duke Hamilton ; who had

affignations given him, on the revenues of the

Crown, in fatisfaction of thofe pretenfions, of

v/hich our author had found authentick vouchersj

among the papers entrufted to his care ; and the

Duke, in return, promifed to concur with the

meafures of the Court, in the enfuing Parliaments

Four Bilhopricks in Scotland becoming vacant at He re-

this time, our author was offered his choice of ^^,^" ^.
,

them •, but he declined accepting a flation, for
-^^ g°^[^^

which he thought his years were unfit, in which land.

he forefaw, he fhould be much entangled, and in

all probabiUty would be capable of doing Uttle

good.

Soon after his return to Glafgow, he married the His mar-

Lady Margaret Kennedy, a Daughter of the Earl ^iage with

of Caffiiis, who lived in great intimacy andfnkiid-
^^^^^^^

fhip with the Dutchefs of Hamilton : She was a Kennedy,

Lady of diftinguilhed piety and knowledge ; her

own fentiments inclined ftrongly towards the

.Prefbyterians, with whom fhe was in high credit

and eileem ; yet was fhe far from entering into

the rigid and narrow zeal of fome of their leaders.

As there v/as fome difparity in their ages, that it

might remain without difpute, that this match was

wholly owing to inclination, not to avarice or

ambition, the day before their marriage, our

author delivered the lady a Deed, whereby he

renounced all preteniion to her fortune, which v/as

very confiderable, and muft otherwife have fallen

into his hands, ihe herfelf having no intention to

fecure it.

Vol. I. a In
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In the year 1672, Duke Lauderdale was ftn

down, as the King's CommifTioner, to hold a Par-

liament in Scotland, and our author was confider-

ed as the Perfon, who had the greateft influence

over him ; which was wholly employed in doing

good offices to needy fuitors, and in preventing a

breach between him and Duke Hamilton ; for

which he was much exclaimed at, by the party

then oppohng the Court, who could have no hopes

of prevailing, unlefs the latter would put himfelf

at their head. About this time, he publifhed his

" Vindication of the Authority, Contlitution, and
" Laws of the Church and State of Scotland •,"

Again re- wherein he flrongly maintained the caufe of Epi-
fufes a Bi- fcopacy, and the illegality of refiftance, merely or^

wkKe' account of Religion. This was thought, in that

promife oijunflure, fuch a publick fervice, that he was again

the next courted to accept of a Biflioprick, with the pro-
Archbi-

jp^jfg Qf i-j-^e j^ext Archbirtioprick, that fhould be
^op"<^

• YQJj . J3yt. j-jg fj-jii perfifted in his refufal.

His favour In 1 673, he was obliged to take another jour-
at Court, ney to London, in order to obtain a Licence, for

publilhing his Memoirs of the Dukes of Ha-
milton ; he went likewife with a fliU defign, to

break off from farther meddling in matters of

State ; he faw that Popery was at bottom the pre-

vailing interell at Court, and that the Sacramental

Teft, whereby the Duke of York, the Lord Clif-

ford, and other Papifts in employment had been

excluded, was a meer artifice of King Charles, to

obtain money for carrying on the war that fummer
with Holland. He fufpefted that the defigns of

the Court were both corrupt and defperate; he

therefore ufed all the freedom, he decently could,

with the Duke and Dutchefs of Lauderdale ; he

pointed out to them the errors of their manage-

ment in Scotland, and the ill effeds it would have,

both upon themfelves, and upon the whole nation -,

and when he faw no difpofition to redlify their

meafures, he rejedled all offers of preferment made
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to himfelf; though he could not decline being

fworn one of the King's Chaplains, which, as it

' was a poll of no profit, fo it was confer*d upon
him at his Majefty's exprefs nomination, upon
having heard him preach. As Duke Lauderdale's

enemies were foon informed of the franknefs with

which he had remonftrated to his Grace, againft

the methods of Adminiftration, he was then pur-

fuing ; and as they knew his friendship and attach-

ment to the Hamilton family, they induftrioufly

magnified his credit in Scotland, to fuch a degree,

that his Majefty often fent for him in private, and

the Duke of York much oftner. He made no
other ufe of the high favour Ihewn him by the

latter, than firft to introduce Dr. Stillingfleet to

him ; and afterwards to propofe a conference, to

be held in his Royal Highnefs's prefence, between

them tv/o and the chief of the Romilli Priefts :

though there was little reafon at that time to hope,

.that any arguments would be able to effed: the

Duke's Converfion, and the very propofal of fuch

a difpute, was in a great meafure fenouncing all

pretenfions to preferment. He likewife fought no

other advantage, from the great freedom with

which the King received him, than only to awaken
in that Prince a Senfe of Religion, and to roufe

him from that lethargy of vice and indolence, in

which his natural great talents feemed wholly bu-

ried. This is fo much the reverfe of the condudt

of afpiring Clergymen, it lies fo direftly out of the

road to power, riches, or dignity, that I hope it ~-

may acquit him from all imputation of ambition.

As foon as the Memoirs of the Dukes offiisbfeacH

Hamilton were licenfed byMr. Secretary Coventry; with Duki

which was the longer delayed, becaufe the King Lauder,-

and many of the Minillers were defirous to read

them in manufcript •, our author returned to Scot-

land : And on his arrival at Edinburgh, finding

the animofity between the Dukes of Hamilton and
Lauderdale, rifen to a height not to ht compofed,

a 2 he
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he retired to his ftation at Glafgow, and refufed to

ftir from thence all that winter. This, joined to

the jeaioufy, the favour fhewn him at London
had raifed, drew upon him a florm, which pur-

fued him for many years after, with the utmoft

violence. The meafures of the Court proving

imfuccefsful in Parliament, Duke Lauderdale threw

the load of his ov/n mifcarriage upon our author,

whom he reprefented as the caufe and inftrument,

tinder hand, of all the oppofition he had met with.

This accufation made it incumbent on him, once

more to return to Court in the year 1674. The
King received him coldly, and ordered his name
to be ftruck out of the Lift of Chaplains ; yet,

at the Duke of York's intreaty, he admitted him
to offer, what he thought proper in his own jufti-

lication : He thereupon gave his Majefty fo clear

and fatisfaftory an Account of his condudb, ap-

pealing for the truth of all his affertions to Duke
Hamilton, that in the end the King feemed con-

vinced of his innocence, and ordered him home
to Glafgow. But the Duke of York difTuaded him
from returning thither, 'till his Peace ihould be

Entirely made ; for he affured him, that otherwife

he would be clap'd up in prifon, and detain'd there

perhaps as long as the fame intereft prevailed at

Court ; his Royal Highnefs likewife ufed his ut-

moft endeavours to have reconciled him with Duke
Lauderdale -, but that he found imprafticable :

the latter infifting, that our author fliould abandon

his belt friends, and difcover all the Secrets he

had hitherto been in ; and the other, as firmly per-

lifting in his adherence to thofe, who had ftiewn

him friendfhip, or repofed a confidence in him.

is forced Thus it became neceffary either, by going back

to quit hJs to Scotland, to put himfelf in the power of ene-
nrofefior- mies, who Were not likely to treat him with any

QufTn i"egard to juftice or his own innocence, or elfe to
" '^ " refign his Profelfor's Chair, and fettle in England.

Fie chofe the latter, if it may be called a choice -,

i and
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and fought an eftablifhment in London : in which

he met with all the oppofition, the"Miniftry could

give hinn ; particularly in one Church (as he him-

felf relates it in the Hiftory) where the Elc6lors

were difpofed to have chofen him, had they not

been deterred by a very fevere meflage, in the

King's name. Though the being thus in a man-
ner turn'd a-drift, could not at the time but feem

a misfortune, yet he ever fpoke of it as the hap-

pieft event of his life. He was but thirty years

old, and though the charms of ambition had not

that influence over him, which is ufual at thofe

years ; yet he thought it a fignal bleiling, that any

accident had difentangled him, from the fnares of

fo corrupt a Court, in whofe fervice he had been fo

far engaged, that he could not otherwife have

been eafily delivered from them.

The fituation he was now in, might furely have Refufej a

excufed his embracing the firft provifion that 2°°^ ^^-

ofFered; yet he could not be tempted by it, to!?^^^^^^^

overlook the niceft pundiiio's of juftice or honour ;

refolved rather to fuffer the utmoft perfonal diffi-

culties, than purchafe preferment at the leall ex-

pence of his character. He therefore generoufly

declined accepting the living of St. Giles's Cripple-

gate, which about this time was vacant * ; it was
in the gift of the Dean and Chapter of St. Paul's,

who had exprelTed fome inclination to bellow it

upon Dr. Fowler (afterwards Billiop of Gloucefter)

but being made acquainted with the circumftances

of our author, and the hardfhips he had undergone,

they fent him an offer of the Benefice : He thanked
them for the favour, but faid, that as he had been

informed of their intention of conferring it upon
fo worthy a Divine, he did not think himfelf at

liberty to take it. After this, in the year 1675,

* This faft Mr. Mackney, a Gentleman now living at Salif-

bury, affured me he had from the Biihop's own moith And
the fame was confirmed to me by the Reverend Mr, John Craig,

yAo lived with Dr. Burnet at the time when it hnpper;ed,

.
a 3 h^ ,
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he was recommended by the Lord Holies to the

friendfhip of Sir Harbottle Grimfton, Mafter of

the Rolls, by whom he was appointed preacher

to the Chapel there ; and though the Court fent

firft a Bifhop, and then Mr. Secretary Williamfon,
to perfuade Sir Harbottle to difmifs him, as one
highly unacceptable to the King, yet he perfifted

in the nomination he had made. By this means.
Is made q^j. author obtained a fettlement in London, in

at the
^ which he Continued above nine years •, he was foon

Rolls, and after chofen a Lecturer at St. Clement's, and grew
Lefturer to be one of the moft followed Preachers in town.

% ^'
^ His Sermons had not in them the ftudied phrafes

Clements. , , , . , , .
,

,
^

or the rounded periods, which were then too

much in vogue ; but there was a force in his

reafoning, a warmth in his expreffion, and a

dignity in his manner, joined to a gracefulnefs in

his perfon, which commanded attention •, and as

the heart always fpoke in him, fo it feldom failed

of fpeaking to the hearts of his audience.
Writes the As the apprehenfions of Popery grew daily

^'^^^'''J.°' llronger, the m.eft eminent Divines of the Church

jnatlon. of England fignalized themfelves in the Romifh
Controverfy : Nothing of that kind v/as more
taken notice of, than the Account our author

printed in the year 1676, of a Conference, which
himfelf and Dr. Stillingfieet were engaged in with

Colem.an and the principal of the Romifli Priefts :

This ir.ade him confidered, as one who ftood in

the very front of the Oppofition to Popery. His
reputation, upon that account, was foon after raifed

to the higheft pitch, by that great performance.

The Hiftory of the Reformation ; in which, as he

took a method wholly new, fo was it univerfally

applauded. The firft volume lay near a year, after

it was finilhed, for the perufal and correction of

friends -, fo that it was not publifhed till the year

1679, when the affair of the Popifli Plot was in

agitation. This Book procured our author an

Pionour, never before or fince paid to any writer 5

6
'

he
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he had the Thanks of both Houfes of Parliament,

v/ith a Defire that he would profecute his under-

taking and compleat that vaiuabl* Work. Ac-
cordingly, in iefs than two years after, he printed

the fecond volume, which met with the fame ge-

neral approbation, as the firft r and fuch was his

readinels in com.pofing, that he wrote the hiftorical

part, in the compafs of fix v/eeks, after all his

materials were laid in order.

As our author, though he had at this time no His con-

Parochial Cure, refufed not his attendance to any verfion of

fick perfon, who defired it ; he was fent for, amongft' ^^^^o^^

others, to one, who had been engag'd in a criminal
Rocteft 3

amour with Wilmot Earl of Rochefter : The man-
ner he treated her in, during her iilnefs, gave that

Lord a great curiofity of being acquainted with

him : Whereupon, for a whole winter, in a Con-
verfation of at lead one evening in a week, he

went over all thofe Topicks with him, upon which
Scepticks and Men of loofe Morals are wont to

attack the Chriftian ReHgion.. The effect this had,

firft in convincing that Earl's judgment, and after-

wards in making him a fincere penitent, is fo fully

related in the account of it pubiftied in i 68i, that

it will be needlefs to add any thing here upon that

Subjea *.

During

* The Editor here fubjoins a letter from that Lord, before

his death ; the original of which is in his hands.

Woodftock-Park, 25 June, 16S0.

** My moft honoured Dr. Burner,

" My fpirits and body decay fo equally together, that I (hall

" write you a letter as weak as I am m perfon. 1 begin to
'' value Churchmen above all Men in the world, and you above
" all the Churchmen I know in it. If God be yet pleafed to
" fpare me longer in this world, I hope in your converfation to
" be exalted to that degree of piety, that the world may fee,

" how much I abhor, what I fo long loved, and how much I
" glory in repentance, in God's fervice. Beftow your prayers
'* upon me, that God would fpare my life, if it be his good
^f wilj, to Ihew a true repentafice and amendment of )ife for the

a 4
»' time
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Refufes During a great part of the time, when the en-

Jj^
^!" quiry into the Popifh Plot was on foot, our author

of°Cht ^^^ frequently fent for by King Charles, and con-

cheller. fulted by him as to the ftate of the nation : His

Majefty made him an offer of the Bifhoprick of

Chicheiler then vacant, provided he would " en-

*' tirely come into his interefts.'* He anfwered,

*' That he did not know what might be meant by
" that expreffion -, and he was unwilling to fuffer

*' any one, even to deceive themfelves by what he

* " fhould fay. He knew the Oaths he was to

" take on fuch an occafion, thefe he would re-

" iigioufly obferve ^ and defired to be excufed
^' from any further engagements or general pro-

" miles, which were liable to different con-

" ftruftions." But if his free accefs to the King

did not procure him that preferment, which very

fevv' vVith the fame opportunities would have mifs'd ;

it engaged him to write his Majefty fuch a Letter,

as may perhaps offend the delicacy of fome, yet

in juftice to his memory ought not to be fup-

prefs'd.

29 Jan. 1 6||-.

May it pleafe YourM a jesty t?

His letter << T Have not prefumed to trouble Your Majefty
to ihe te

J^ fQj- (q^q months, not having any thing

'* v/orthy your time to offer *, and now I choofe

'^ rather this way, fmce the infinite duty I owe you

*^ time to come. Or elfe, if the Lord pleafeth to put an end
*' to my woTdiy Being now, that he would mercifully accept of
*' my death-bed Repentance, and perform chat prbmife he hath

" been pleafed to make, That at what time foever a fainer doth

" rcpeut, he would receive him. Put up thefe prayers, mcli
'» dear Doiftor, to Almighty God, for

''' Your moft obedient, and
" larjguiHiing fervant,

** Koch ESTER."

Kins;.

f The original of this Letter is now in the Editor's hand,

wrote by tbeBifsop, with a memorandum how it was deliveredj,

^ad when : And how :: was received.

?' puts



The LIFE of the AUTHOR. xxv

" puts mc under reftraints in difcourfe, which I

" cannot fo eafily overcome. What I fhall now
*' fuggeft to your Majefty, I do it as in the pre-
" fence of Almighty God, to whom I know I

" muft give an account of all my actions : I there-

" fore beg you will be gracioufly pleafed to accept
" this moft faithful zeal of your poor fubjed, who
" has no other defign^t, than your Good, and the
" difcharsre of his own conlcience.

" I muft then firft alTure your Majefty, I never
*' difcovered any thing like a defign of railing

" Rebellion, among all thofe with whom I con-
" verfe •, but 1 ftiall add, on the other hand, that
" moft people grow fuUen, and are highly dif-

*' fatisfied with You, and diftruftful of You.
*' Formerly your Minifters, or his Royal High-
" nefs, bore the blame of things that were un-
*' grateful ; but now it falls upon Yourfelf, and
" time, which cures moft other diftempers, en-
" creafes this. Your laft Speech makes many
*' think, it will be eafy to fetch up petitions from
*' all parts of England : This is now under con-
** fultation, and is not yet determined ; but I find
*' fo many inclined to promote them, that as far

" as I can judge, it will go that way. If your
" Majefty calls a new Parliament, it is believed,

" that thofe who have promoted the Petitions will

*' be generally elected -, for the inferior fcrt of
*' People are much fet upon them, and make their

*' judgment of men, from their behaviour in that
'^ matter. The foberer fort of thofe, who are ill

*' pleafed at your Conduit, reckon that either the
*' ftate of your affairs beyond Sea, or of your
*' Exchequer at home, will e'er long neccffitate

" your meeting your Parliament ; and that then
*' things muft be rectified : and therefore they ufe
** their utmoft endeavours to keep all quiet. . If
" your Majefty has a feflion in April, for fup-
" porting your allies, I find it is refolved by many,

i^ That the money neceiTary to maintain your Al-

j^ lianceS|
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" liances, fhall be put into the hands of the Com-
*'' miffioners, to iilue it as they fhall anfwer to the
'* two Houfes ; and thefe will be fo chofen, that
*' as it is likely, that the perfons will be very im-
*' acceptable to You, fo they being trufted with
*' the money, will be as a Council of State, to
" controul all your Councils. And as to your
" Exchequer, I do not find any inclination to
*' confider your Neceffity, iinlefs many things be
'* done to put them into another difpofition, than
" I can obferve in them. The things that will be
*' demanded, will not be of fo eafy a digeftion, as
"• that I can imagine You will ever be brought to
*' them, or indeed that it will be reafonable or
" honourable for You to grant them. So that,
*' in this diforder of affairs, it is eafy to propofe
' difficulties, but not fo eafy to find out that, which
*' may remove thern.

*' There is one thing, and indeed the only
" thing, in which all hone ft men agree, as that
" which can eafily extricate You out of all your
*' troubles ; it is not the change of a Minifter, or
*' of a Council, a new alliance, or a ielBon of
*' Parliament, but it is (and fuffer me. Sir, to
"" fpeak it with a more than ordinaiy earneftnefs)
'^ a change in your own heart, and in your
*' courfe of life. And now. Sir, if You do not
*' with indignation throw this paper from You,
" permit m.e (with all the humility of a fubjecb

*' proftrate at your feet) to tell You, That all the
'' diftrull your people have of You, all the ne-

" ceffities You now are under, ail the indignation

" of Heaven, that is upon You, and appears in

" the defeating ail your Councils, flow from this,

*' That You have not feared nor ferved God, but
" have given yourfelf up to fo many finful pleafures.

*

" Your Majefty may perhaps juftly think, that

*' many of thofe that oppofe You have no regard
" for Religion, but the Body of your people con-
'* fider it more than you can imagine. I do not

" defire
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' defire your Majefty to put on a hypocritical

fhew of religion, as Henry the Third of France
• did, hoping thereby to have weathered the

florms of thofe times. No! that would be

foon feen through, and as it would provoke
God more, fo it would encreafe jealoufies. No

!

Sir,* it muft be real, and the evidences of it

fignal : All thofe about You ?who are the oce:a-

fions of fin, chiefly the women, mull be re-

moved, and your Court be reformed. Sir, if

You will turn You to Religion fincerely and
ferioufly. You Ihall quickly find a ferene Joy
of another nature pofi!efs your mind, than what
arifes from grofs pleafures ; God would be at

peace with You, and dire6t and blefs all your
Counfels ; all good Men would prefently turn' '

to You, and ill men would be alhamed, and ^

have a thin party. For I fpeak it knowingly,

there is nothing has fo alienated the body of
your people from you, as what they have heard
of your life, which difpofes them to give an
eafy belief to all other fcandalous reports.

" Sir, this Counfel is now almoft as neceflary

for your affairs as it is for your foul ; and though
You have highly offended that God, who has
been infinitely merciful to You, in preferving

You at Worcefter fight, and during your long
exile, and v/ho brought You back fo miracu-
loufly, yet he is ftiil good and gracious ; and
will, upon your fincere repentance, and change
of life, pardon all your fins and receive You
into his favour : Oh, Sir, what if You fhould
die in the midft of all your Sins ^ at the great
Tribunal, where You mull appear, there will

be ho regard to the Crown You now wear ; but
it will aggravate your punifliment, that being
in fo eminent a ftation. You have fo much
dilhonoured God. Sir, I hope, You believe

there is a God, and a Life to come, and that

Sin Ihall not pafs unpunilhed. If your Majefty
" will
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'« will refleft upon your having now been twenty
" years upon the throne, and in all that time
«' how little You have glorified God, how much
" you have provoked him, and that your ill

*' example has drawn fo many after You to fin,

*« that men are not now alhamed of their vices,

** You cannot but think, that God is offended
«' with You : And if You confider how ill your
*' Councils at home, and your Wars abroad have
" fucceeded, and how much You have loft the
" hearts of your people. You may reafonably
" conclude, this is of God, who will not turn
" away his anger from You, till You turn to
" him with your whole heart.

" I am no enthufiaft, either in opinion or temper;
*' yet I acknowledge, I have been fo prefs'd in

** my mind to make this addrefs to You, that I

" could have no eafe till I did it : And fmce
" you were pleafed to dire6t me to fend You,
*' through Mr. Chiffinch's hands, fuch informa-

*i' ..tions as I thought fit to convey to You, I hope
" your Majefty will not be offended, if I have
*' made this ufe of that liberty. I am fure I can
" have no other defign in it, but your good ; for I

" know very well, this is not the method to ferve

-^ any ends of my own. I therefore throw myfelf
" at your feet, and once more, in the Name of
" God, whofe fervant I am, do moft humbly be-
" feech your Majefty, to confider of what I have
^' written, and not to defpife it for the meannefs
*' of the perfon, who has fent it ; but to apply
" yourfelf to religion in earneft : And I dare
^' afTure you of many blefTmgs both temporal and
" fpiritual in this life, and of eternal glory in the
" life to come : But if You will go on in your
*' fins, the judgments of God will probably purfue
" You in this life, fo that you may be a Proverb

''V to after-ages •, and after this life. You will be
*' for ever miferabie ; and 1, your poor fubje<5t

?^ that now am, fhaii be a v^itnefs againft You ia
^:

, ^^the
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*' the great day, that I gave you this free and
*' faithtul warning.
" Sir, no perfon alive knows, that I have v^ritten

*' to You to this purpofe: and I chofe this evening,
*' hoping that your exercife to-morrow may put
*' you into a difpofition to weigh it more carefully.

** I hope your Majefty will not be offended with
" this fincere expreffion of my duty to You ; for

*' I durft not have ventured on it, if I had not
*' thought myfelf bound to it, both by the duty
" I owe to God, and that which will ever oblige
" me to be,

" May it pleafe your Majefty, &c."

This is the letter, of which fome mention

is made in the fecond Volume of the Hiftory,

as likewife of the efteft it produced : it con-

veys to the reader a much ftronger idea of the

author's character, than any defcription can give

and I prefume, it will fcarce be thought a ftep,

which any Clergyman would have taken, who
aimed more at preferment than the ftridl difcharge

of his duty.

The unprejudiced part our author a6led, during

the whole time that the nation was inflamed with

the difcovery of the Popiih Plot j his candid en-

deavours to have faved the lives of Staiey and the

Lord Stafford, both zealous papifts •, his temperate

conduft in regard to the exclufion of the Duke
of York, and the Scheme of a Prince Regent,
propofed by him, in lieu of that exclufion ; are

all fufficientiy related in the Hiftory : This only

may be farther obferved, that his behaviour, in

this critical jun6ture, was fo impartial, as to difpleafe

both the Court and the Country Party ; whichj,

when animofities run high, will always be the fate

of thofe few, who follow the dictates of their own
judgment and confcience, without entring into the

concerted meafures of any one fet of Men. A
/charader as valuable as it is rare.

In
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His firm In 1682, when the adminiftration was wholly

to wr""^
changed, in favour of the Duke of York, the

friends. Courtiers thought themfelves at Hberty to rail at

our author j as if his writings and fermons againft

Popery had been only calculated to facilitate the

projed: of the exclufion. Yet fo little did the

Court regard the - refleftions which were thrown
upon him, that it being likely the Mafterfhip of

the Temple would be foon vacant, the Earls of

Halifax and Clarendon obtained the King's pro-

mife of it for him : Upon which he was again fent

for by his Majefty, and received with peculiar

marks of favour and kindnefs. But thefe were
foon withdrawn, and he himfelf waved the promife

made him ; when he found it was expedted, he

Jhould break off correfpondence with fome of his

beft friends. And as, during the debates concerning

the Exclufion, he had loft all his intereft with Lord
Shaftefbury and the country party, on account of

his intimacy with the Earl of Halifax, and his

endeavours tojuftify, or at leaft excufe the Earl's

condufl in that affair : So now he chofe rather to

facrifice all the advantages, he might reap from

that Lord's great power at Court, than to abandon

the fociety of the Earl of Effex, the Lord Ruffel,

and Sir William Jones. As he was, at this time,

much reforted to by perfons of all ranks and parties,

in order to avoid the neceffity of returning vifits,

he built a Laboratory, and for above a year went

through a courfe of chemical Experiments ; which,

as it ferved to enlarge his Philofophical Notions,

and was in itfelf an ufeful, as well as an innocent

Amufement, fo it furnilhed him with a proper

excufe for ftaying much at home. The Earl ffoon

after created Marquis) of Halifax complains of

this retirement in a letter, which I fhall here in-

fert,

*' S I R,
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"SIR, * Oa. i6j 1682.

THough I was tender in advifmg you to

wave any thing you might think advan-

tageous for you, yet fince you have thought fit

to do it, I am at liberty to approve it : And I

only deGre you will not make too hafty reib-

lutions concerning yourfelf, and not be carried

fo far by the fudden motions of a felf-denying

generofity, as to fhut the door againft thofe ad^

vantages, which you may expeft with jufticej

and may receive without indecency. Only a

little patience is requifite, and in the mean time

no greater reilraint upon your behaviour and

converfation, than every prudent man, under

your chara6ler and circumftances would chufe

voluntarily to impofe on himfelf. For what

concerns me, or any part I might have, in en-

deavouring to ferve you, I had rather you
fhould hear it from any body, than from myfelf

;

and though you Ihould never hear it from any

body, I expert from your juftice you fhould fup-

pofe it. Your withdrawing yourfelf from your

old Friends, on this corrupted fide of the

Town, is that which I can neither approve for

my own fake, nor for yours : For befides many
other objedions, fuch a total feparation will

make you by degrees think lefs equally, both

of men and things, than you have hitherto pro-

felTed to do, in what relates to the Publick. I

have no jealoufies of this kind for myfelf in par-

ticular, being refolved, at what diftance foever,

to deferve your believing me unalterably

" Your faithful humble fervant,

« Halifax."

* Tbe original letter is in the Editor's hands.

Net
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Not long after this, a Hving worth three hundred

pounds a year, which was in the gift of the Earl

of EfTex, becoming void, he offered the prefenta-

tion to our author, upon condition he would pro-

mife flill to refide in London -, adding, " That in

" the prefent pofture of affairs, his friends could
" not permit him to be abfent from the Town."
He thereupon told the Earl, " That in cafe he was
" prefented to a Cure of Souls, he muil think him-
" felf under fuch an obligation to refidence, as no
" other confiderations could difpenfe with." And
for this reafon the Benefice was given to another.

In the year 1683, when the Rye Plot broke out,

and the Earl of EfTex and Lord RulTel were taken

into cuftody, all who knew his long and ftri6t

friendfhip with thofe Great Men, concluded he

would have 'been involved in the fame accufation.

But as it had been his conflant principle, that re-

fiftance was not lawful, on account of fingle a6i:s

of injuftice or opprefTion, unlefs the very bafis of

theConflitution was flruck at j fo in order to avoid

being drawn 'into fecrets he could not approve,

he had declared to all thofe he convers'd with, that

'till he fhould be convinced that refiftance was

warrantable, he fhould think it his duty to difclofe

all confuitations, which he was made privy to,

tending to that end. By this declaration, his moil

intimate friends, when they entered into cabals of

this nature, were fufticienrly warned againft com-
municating their defigns to him. And this now
proved his fecurity.

His behaviour at the Trial of the Lord RufTel ;.

his attendance, on him in prifon, and afterwards

xipon the fcaffold, at the time of his execution •, the

examination he underwent before the Council, in

relation to that Lord's Dying Speech, and the,

boldnefs with which he there undertook to vindicate!

his memory ; as alfo the indignation the Court ex-

prefe'd againft him, upon that occafion ; are all.,

fully fet rorth in the Hiftory. Thither I muft like-,

wife
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wife refer the reader, for an account of the mort
tour our author took to Paris, and of the unufual

civilities there fnewn him, by the King of France's

exprefs diredion. His friends at Court would
indeed have perfuaded him to a longer ilay there ;

they apprehended great feverities were preparing

For him at home, which they reprelented in the

ftrongeft light : But neither their mtreaties, nor the

menaces of his enemies could prevent his returning

to London. He faid, " That as he was confcious
^'^ of no crime, which could be truly laid to his

" charge, fo he would not alarm himfelf, with the
^'^ continual apprehenfion of what falfe witnefies

" might invent againft him : That how fatal fo-
^' ever his return might prove, he could not think
" himfelf at liberty to be abfent from the duties
" of his fundtion." This objeftion was indeed

foon after removed -, for he was, that very year. Is difmif-

difcharged from his Ledure at St. Clement's, in ^\'^ ^^°'^

purfuance of the King's mandate to Dr. Hafcard,
and"f?om

*

Reftor of that parim : And in December 1 684, the Rolls,

by an extraordinary Order from the Lord Keeper
North to Sir Hirbottle Grimfton, he was forbid

preaching any more in the Chapel at the Rolls.

Thus at the time of King Charles's death, he His travels

was happily difengaged from all thofe ties, v/hich beyond

might have rendered his ftay in England any part

of his duty. Upon King James's acceffion to the

Crown therefore, he defired his leave to go out of

the Kingdom -, v/hich the Marquis of Halifax
cafily obtained, the Court regarding him as one,

whom they had no profpeft of gaining, and whom
it was their interefb therefore to keep out of the

way^ He firft went to Paris, where he lived in

great retirement, in order to avoid being involved

in any of the Confpiracies, which the Duke of
Monmouth's friends were then forming in his

favour. When that rebellion was at an end, having
contradled ar^ acquaintance with Brigadier Stouppe,

9 Proteitant Officer th^n in the French fervice, he
Vol. I^ b was
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was prevailed upon to take a journey with him into

'Italy ; though many of his friends thought it a

bold venture, confidering how remarkably he had
fignalized himfelf, in the controverfy with the

.Romifli Church. But as he was not himfelf of

a Conftitution, very fubjett to fear, fo the advice

of the Lord Montague, who was then at Paris, en-

couraged him to embrace this opportunity of feeing

Rome.
The relation of thefe travels is fo amply given,

in the Letters our Author publifhed in the year

1687, that there will be no occafion to add any
thing here concerning them j except as to one par-

ticular, which may ferve as a proof, both of the

great regard paid him abroad, and of his own uni-

form zeal for Toleration. He was much carelTed

and efteemed by the principal men of Geneva r

He faw they infifted Itrongly upon their Confent

of Doctrine *, which they 'required all thofe to

fubfcribe, who were adm.itted into Orders. He
therefore employed all the eloquence he was
.mafter of, and all the credit he had acquired

amongft them, to obtain an alteration in this

pradice : He reprefented to them the folly and ill

confequence of fuch fubfcriptions ; whereby the

. honefleft and worthieft men were frequently reduc-

ed to the necefllty of quitting their native Country,

^^nd feeking a fubfiftance elfewhere -, whilft others

of iefs virtue were induced to fubmit, and comply
againft their confcience, and even begin their mi-

niftry with mental equivocations. The warmth,
with which he expreffed himfelf on this head, was

- fuch, and fuch was the weight of his charafter,

that the Clergy at Geneva were afterwards releafed

from thefe fubfcriptions, and only left fubjed: to

punifhment or cenfure, in cafe of writing or

preaching againft the eftabliflied doflrine.

* This is a Formulary commonly known by the name" of the

"Confenfus. ' ' •

^

After
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After a tour through the Southern parts of Is well re-

prance, then under periecution upon the repeal of'^^^p'^.'^y

the Edi6t of Nantes, through Italy, Switzerland, ^^^ jiJU^^

and m^ny places of Germany, our author came to cefs of

Utrecht in the year 1686, with an intention to Orang^,-

have fettled in fome quiet retreat within the Seven

Provinces : But at his arrival there he found Letters,

from fome of the principal Minifters of State at

the Hague, intreating him to fix upon no fettle-

ment, 'till he fhould have fetn the Prince and
Princefs of Orange. "When he was firfl; admitted

to an audience of themj he perceived that his

triends in England, efpecially ' the Marquis of
Halifax, and the Lady Ruffe! , had given him fuch

a character, as not only enfured him a moft gracious

reception, but foon after procured him an entire

confidence^ When he was made acquainted with

the fecret of their Councils, he advifed the putting

the Fleet of Holland immediately into fuch order^

as might give courage to their friends in Great

Britain, in cafe matters there fhould come to ex-

tremities , he prevailed upon both their HighneiTeSi

to write a letter to King James, in favour of the

Bifhop ofLondon, who was then under fufpcnfion j

he ventured to propofe to the Princefs, the explain-

ing herfelf, upon that nice but neceifary point, of

the Chare the Prince was to expecSt in the Govern-
ment, in cafe the Britifh Crown fhould devolve

on her ; and when it was determined to fend over

Mr. Dyckvelt, as AmbafTador to England, our
author was employed to draw his fecret inflruc-

tions, of v/hich the rough draught is flill extant^

in his own hand.

The high favour nov/ fhewn him at the Hague^ King

alarmed King James, who was much incenfed James in-

againfl him, for the account he had printed Qfbdbe f J

his Travels j in which he had fo flrongly difplayed bid that

the miferiesj thofe nations groan under, where Courts

Popery and Arbitrary Power prevail, that it feem-

^d to^have a fenfible effed on the people of Eng-
b 2 land.
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land. The King wrote two fevere letters againft

him to the Princefs of Orange j and when the

Marquis d'Albeville vms fent Envoy to Holland,

he had orders to enter upon no other Matter of

Treaty, 'till our author was nrft forbid the Court
there , which, at his importunity, was done -, but

he continued to be trufted and employed in the

fame manner as belore ; Halewyn, Fagel, and the

reft of the Dutch Minifters confuking him daily.

The report, that he was then on the point of

marrying a confiderabie fortune at the Hague,
having reached the Englifh Court ; in hopes to

divert this, a profecution of High-Treafon was fet

on foot againfl him in Scotland.- Before notice of

this profecution came to the States, he had been

naturalized in order to his marriage : When there-

fore he undertook, in a letter to the Earl of

Middletoun, to anfwer all the matters laid to his

charge, he added, "That being now naturalized

" in Holland, his allegiance during his flay there^

" was transferred from his Majefty to the States.'*

This exprefTion was immediately laid hold of. So
that dropping the former profecution, they now
proceeded againil him for thefe words, as guilty

of High-Treafon ; and a fentence of outlawry

pafs'd on him. D'Albeville thereupon, firfl de-

manded him to be delivered up -, and when he

faw this demand was like to prove incffeftual, he

infifled that he lliould be baniihed the Seven Pro-

vinces, in purfuance of an article in the lafl treaty

betv/een the two Nations, which related to Rebels

and Fugitives, though it could not be pretended

that he came within either of thefe defcriptions.

The States, in their anfwer" to ,the Britifh Envoy's
; Memorial, faid, " That as Dr. Burnet, by Natu-
" ralization, was become a Subject of their own,
" they could not banifh him, unlefs fome crime
" was legally proved upon him ; if his Britannick
"" Majefly had any thing to lay to his charge, they
** wefuld compel him to anfwer it j and if his

Judges
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" Judges pronounced him guilty, they would
** punifh him according to their Laws •, this wa«
" all that in reafon or juftice could be demanded -

'* of them." As this anfwer put an end to all

farther ajjplication to ciie States, fo it gave occa-

fion to fome unwarrantable defigns of feizing his

perfon, and even deftroying him if he could not ^^5^?"' f"

betaken. Of this our author had notice given ^^^^^
"P°"

him from feveral hands, and one in particular, by

th6 following Letter from Captain Ba^xter, a

Gentleman of unqueftioned honour and reputa-

tion, whofe father was at that time fteward to the

Duke of Ormond's Eftate.

*« Pear SIR,* .Hague, March 14, 1688.

** rr^Hough I have no acquaintance with you,
*' X y^^ ^^^ cfteem I have for your charader^
** and the benefit I have received by your works,
'* obliges me to tell you the proceedings againll

'* you in England. I happened the other day to

** go into the Secretary's Office, where I faw an
" order for three thoufand pound, to be paid the

" perfon, that fnall deftroy you. I could hardly
•' believe my eyes, that I faw the paper, it feemed
*' fo ftrange to me : This I communicated in pri-

*' vate to my Lord OfTory, who told me, it was
*' true, for he had it from Prince -George. My
*' Lord defired me to be private in the thing, 'till

" I came to Holland •, and then, if 1 pleafed, to

*' tell you of if. Sir, I am your friend, and my
" advice to you is, to take an efpecial care of
" yourfelf, for no doubt but that great fum will

" meet with a mercenary hand. Sir, you fhall

" never want a friend,where I am.—'*
Some months before this, our author had mar- His ^ar-

ried Mrs. Mary Scott, a Dutch Lady of a large "«§« to

* This letter is in the Editor's hands, with the Bifliop's own
memorandum how he came to the knowledge of the perfon who
wrote it, and of his character,

b 3 fbrtun»
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fortune and noble extraction. Her anceftor, on
the father's fide, was a younger brother of the

family of Buccleugh, who, upon a quarrel in Scot-

land, went over to Holland ; his fon was a Bri^

gadier-General at the fiege of Middleburgh in the

year 1574, and afterwards Deputy for the Province

of Zealand in the AiTernbly of the States General
5,

his grandfon, Apollonius Scott, who was this

Lady's Grandfather, was Prefident of the High
Court of Juftice at the Hague, and by marriage

allied to the nobleft Houfes in Zealand : On the

mother's fide, who was a De Ruyter, fhe was re-

lated to the principal families in Guelder. With
thefe advantages of birth, fhe had thofe of an ej^-

tremely agreeable perfon : fhe was well fkilled in

^11 forts of mufick ; drew and painted in great;

perfeftion -, (he fpoke Dutch, Englilli, and French
equally well ; fhe had a fine underftanding, and-

a fweetnefs of temper, that charmed all her ac-

quaintance ; her knowledge in matters of Religion

was fuch, as might rather be expefted from a

Student in Divinity, than from a Lady. In her,

our Author, during the whole courfe of her life,

found a religious, difcreet and loving friend, a du-^

tiful wife, a prudent miftrefs of his family, a care-

ful manager of his affairs, and a tender rnother of
his children.

?A^°"u "^^^ important lliare our Author had in the

Kevok- ^ whole conduft of the Revolution ; his feafonabje

tipn. Counfels in every ftep of that great affair ; the

early notice he gave of it to the Court of Hanover,

intimating that the fuccefs of this enterprize muft
naturally end, in an entail of the Britifh Crown
upon that illulfrious Houfe ; the unreferved con-

fidence repofed in him, both by the Prince of

Orange, and by the malecontents in England ; the

^ffillance he gave in drawing that Prince's Declara^
• tion, and the other publick Papers, written to juftify

the undertaking •, his courage in bearing a fhare in

%hphzza,vd of that expedition, notwithftar^ding the

pccuhar



The LIFE of the AUTHOR. xxxix

peculiar circumftances of danger he was in ; the

AfTociation propofed and drawn by him at Exeter ;

the good offices he endeavoured to do King James*
while detained at Feverfham in the hands ot a rude

multitude ; the care he took to protect the Papift-s

and Jacobites, from the infults of the army and
populace, when the Dutch Troops arrived at

London; his faithful adherence to the interefts ofthe

Frincefs of Orange, in the affair of the Settlement

'of the Crown : Thefe, as well as the other fignal

fervices, our Author rendered his Country, when
the Abdication of King James made it requifite to

eftablifli a nev/ Government, are too fully related

in the Hiftory, to need any farther mention here.

Dr. Crew, then Bifhop of Durham, had adted r>ecline3

fuch a part in the High Commiflion in King
orthe^Bi-

James's Reign, that he thought it would be no ill ftoprickof

compoiition, if he could indemnify his Perfon at Durham,

the expence of his Spiritual Preferment •, which he
purpofed to refign to our Author, trufting to his

generofity for an allowance of a Thoufand Pounds
a-year out of the Epifcopal Revenue, during his

life : He fent the Lord Montague * with this pro-

pofal to the Prince of Orange •, but when the mef*
fage was carried to our Author, he abfolutely re»

fufed to accept of the See upon thofe terms, which
he thought might jullly be conftrued criminal.

He was indeed fo little anxious after his own Pre-
ferment, that when the Bilhoprick of Salifbury

became void, as it did foon after King William and
Queen Mary were eftablilhed on the Throne, he
follicited for it, in favour of his old friend. Dr.
Lloyd then Bilhop of St. Afaph : The King an*

fwered him in a cold way, " That he had another
*' perfon in view," and the next day he hirafeif

was nominated to that See,

* This is takejti from the Bifliop's MS. notes ; and Is con^
firmed by a lettcj, from one who was Secretary of State, in King
WilHam''s reign.

b 4 ^ When



xl The LIFE ot the AUTHOR.
When the famous Bill, for declaring the Right?

and Liberties of the Subjeft, and fettling the Suc-

ceflion of the Crown, was brought into the Houfe
of Lords, as our Author had firil intimated to the;

Houfe of Hanover the probability of a limitation

in their favour, King William, in preference to all

his Minifters, appointed him to be the Perfon^

that fhould propofe the naming the Dutchefs (after-

wards EleCtrefs) of Brunfwick, next in Succeffion

after the Princefs of Denmark and her .Iflue. Tho*
this Settlement did not then take effeft, otherwife

than as it feemed imply'd in the exclufion of all

Papifts v and was not explicitly eftablifhed till after

the Duke of Gloucefter's Death in 1701, (when

our Author had the farther merit of being Chair-

man of the Committee, to whom the Bill was re-

ferred) yet.it made that illuftrious Houfe from
thenceforth confider him, as one firmly attach'd to

their interefts, and with whom they might there-

fore enter into the drifteft confidence. Accord-

ingly, from that time her late Royal Highnefs the
His fervi- Princefs Sophia began a correfpondence with him,

hrcorre-"^
^^"^^ lafted to her death, and of which above

fpondence ^^ty lettcf-s are extant, all written in her own hand.'

with the Two of thefe I fliall here infert, the one written in
Houfe of 1689, foon after the propofal of naming her in the
Hanovei. ;^^ ^f Succefilon had been made -, the other in

1701, when that nomination took effect.

V Monfieur, ^ ** My Lord,

*^ /^Omrjie j'ai tou- *f A ^ I ever had a
*' V^ jours eu une ef- " jl\, moil: particular
*^' time ires particuliere, '' efteem for your merit,
•^ pourlemeritedevotre " and have fancied my-,
'"' reverence, & que j'ai *' felf acquainted with
*' cru la connoitre par " you by your writings,'

*' fesecrits,y. R.pourra " you may eafily judge
'^ aifement juger par la, *' by that,how agreeable

" com- '
. " thft

;',.•
., M

^ The original letter is in the Editor'p han4s.
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combien les marques

de votre amitie m'ont

ete agreables. Jevous
affeure, que je les

eltime tres particulie?

remeht, & que je Tuis

fort reconnoiifante de

la'Ferveur, qu'il yous

a plu temoigner pour

mes interefts, ce qui

eft une aufli grande

fatisfat^ion pour ma
perfoBne, que fi vos

bonnes; iptentions

eufient mieux reiiffi.

Car je ne fuis plus

d*une age a penfer a

d'autre royaume, que

celui des Cieux; &
pour mes fils, ils doi-

vent toujours eftre de-

diez au Ray & au

Royaume. Monfieur

iSchutz m'amandeque
V. k. etpit perfuade,

qu(^ fa Majefte auroit

pour agrealple, que

j'en fis voir un en An-
gleterre -,

&' comme
mon fecond fils m'a
voitdeja mande, qu'il

ferbit bien aife dial-

ler, apres la cam-

pagnei pour feliciter

le Roi, fur fon avene-

ment a la Coiironne,

& qu'il en demande^
roit la permiiTion a

TEmpereur, dont il

dt major - genepl 5

<c

<t

the marks you have
given me of your
friendfliip muft have
been. I affure you I

elleem them in a very

particular manher,an4

am very grateful for

'^ the warmth, you hav^
" been pleafed to ^eftin

"
fy for my interefts,

" which is as great a
" perfonalfatisfadlionto

'^ me, as if your good
" intentions had been
" more fuccefsful. For I

*' am nolongerofanage
" to think of any other
*' kingdom, than that of
" heaven; and as for my
" fons, they ought al-

" ways to be devoted tQ
" the King and king-
" dom. Mr. Schutz has
" informed me, that you
" were of opinion, that

" his Majefty would be
" pleafed, if I fent one
" of them into Eng-
*' land ; and as. my fe-

" cond fon had already,

*' acquainted me, that

" he ftiould be glad ta
" go, after the ' cam-
'^ paign, to congratu-
" late the King, upon
" his acceflion to the
" crown, and that he

would afk the Ein-
peror's leave for it,,

a Major Ge-
" neral

cc

bei-rig-
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" j'ofe prier V. R. de
^« Taffifter de vos con-
*' feils, pour bien faire

" fa cour, lors qu'il fe-

** ra ce voyage. S'il

'*'' cut voulu changer de
•** Religion, il auroit fort

*^ bien reiiffi dans ces
*

'affaires aupres de
** i'Empereur, rriais il a

" trop de fon oncle,

*' le Prince Rupert,
** pour n*eftre pas ferme
«* dans fa Religion. II

*' eft vray qu'elle porte
•* 'Ife nom de Luthere,
^' mais nos Ecclefiaf-

.•^'tiques d'Hanovre la

^' difent conforme a la

*^ Religidn Anglicane,
*' & auroient voulu me
•**'donner le Sajnt Sa-
""^

cremettt, dans la

** Croyance oil je fuis.

'5^ Mais je ri'ai pas vou-
*' lu donnier de fcan-

** dale a ceux -de ma
""Religion, dont je

"^crois que V. R. ap-
•* pi'ouvera. Cependant
«* je dois la feliciter,

" qu'il a plu a Dieu de
*^ vous dohner un Roi
*'| & une Reine d*un
** ifterite infini : Je le

*^ prie de vous I'es cdn-
*' ferve'r^' & de donner,
** a moi : la fati'isfadtion,

•*'^"de tem'oighera vous,

^ Be a tout ce qui vous

'* neral in his fervice

;

*' I dare beg you to af-

" fift him with your
'* advice, how to make
" his Court well, when
*' he takes that journey.
" If he would have
" changed his Religion,
" he might have fuc-

" ceeded well in his af-

" fairs at the Imperial
" Court, but he has
" too much of his un-
" cle Prince Rupert,
" not to be firm in his

" Rehgion. It is true,

" it bears the name of
" Luther, but our Di-
" vines at Hanover fay,

'* 'tis conformable to

" that of the Church
" of England, and
" would have given me
" the Holy Sacrament
" in the Belief I am in.

" Bat I would not give

" any fcandal to thofe of
" my 'Religion, which
" I believe you will ap-

" prove. However, I

" oiight to congratulate

'' yoLi, upon its having
«' pleafedGod togiveyou
" a King and a Queen
" ofinfinite merit: I pray
" hini topreferve them
" to you, arid to give

" me the fatisfadtion'of

" tieftifying to'5^ou, and
<
« levVry one that is dear
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*« eft cher, par des fer-

*' vices agreables, com'
** bien je fuis -

*' Tres Affeftionee
' " a vous fervir,

" Sophie Palatine. " Sophia Palatine,

" to you, by agreeable
" fervices, how much
" lam
" moft afFedionate

" to ferve you.

* Herenhaufen, 22 Juin, 1701.

*' \ 7OUS avez bien
'" V de la bonte,
*' Monfieur, de prendre
*' part a tout ce qui re-

*' garde la grandeur de
«' la maifon, ou je fuis

" entree ; Et je dois
*' vous remercier en par^

"* ticulier de Taffedion,

*'( que vous m'avez te-

*V moigne, dans I'afFaire

*'• de la fucceflion, qui
^' exclut en meme temps
^' tous les Heritiers Ca-
*' tholiques, qui ont
'' toujours caufe tant de
" defordres en Angle-
^' terue. Je fuis par
'' malheur trop vielle,

*' pour pouvoir -jamais
*•= etre utile a la nation
*' & a mes amis, ce qui
^^ me feroit pourtant
**

. beaucoup aimerU vie.

" Cependant je fouhai-
*' terois, que ceux qui
^^ viendront apres moi,
*' fe rendilfent dignes
^' de I'honneurj qu'ils

f^-auront: Et que je

Herenhaufen, 22 June, 1701,

" X/'OUare very ob-

*' take

liging, Sirj to

thing,

part in every

that reo-ards

the grandeur of the
" houfe,intowhichIam
" married ; and I ought
" to thank you in par-
'' ticular for the affec-

" tion, which you have
" teftified to me, in the
" affair ofthe fucceflion,

" which excludes at the
", fame time all Catho-
*^ lick Heirs, who have
" always caufed fo many
« diforders in England^
*' I am unfortunately
" too old, ever to be
" ufeful to the nation,

" and to my friends,

" which if I could be, it

" would make me much
*' in love with life. How-
" ever, I fhall wifh, that
" thofe who are to come
*^ after me, may render
" themfelves worthy of
" the honour they v/ill^

" have : And that I

f fl^e origin^ is in the Editor's hands.

2»ay
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'' pyifle au moins trou- " may at leaft find fomc
*^ ver lieu de vous te-

.

" occafion of tcftify-

*' moigner, par des fer- " ing, by my fcrvices,

*•' vices, reftime que j'ai «< the efteem I have for

** de votre merite. " your merit.

Sopm-E Electrice. Sophia Electress.

• Our author maintained an unlhaken credit with

King William and Queen Mary, during their

whole reign ; indeed the King's favour was

fometimes interrupted, with Ihort difgufts, at

the uncourtly Ijberty he took of fpeaking his mind,

even upon fome fubjeds that he perceived were

difagreeable •, but the real efteem thofe Princes

had for him, will appear beyond conteft, from

fcveral fads in the Hiftory, too numerous to

be recapitulated here, and from fome others,

which I fhall hereafter have occafion to mention,

The ufe he made of this credit, is the principal

point, a writer of his life muft be concerned

tor: It is that alone, muft fettle his real Charac-

ter, which I am fatisfy'd has been too commonly
miftaken -, andnever more egregioufiy, than by thofe

His cba- '^^^o have reprefented him as an inveterate Party-

rafter as man. That he was ftcdfaft to his firft ppnci-

to Party- pies ; that in all his conduft relating to the Pub-
Matters,

jj^^j^^ jj^g ^35 rigidly ftrift to thefe ; is a truth too

much to his honour, for me to difpute : But it

will be eafy to demonftrate^ that his own parti-

cular way of thinking, as to Party-Matters, had

no influence over him, either in his friendlhips,

in his charities, or in his preferments, where the

Publick v/as not immediately concerned. It

might be tedious, I am fare it would be volu-

minous, here to infert all the evidences in my
hands, from whence it appears, how frequently

his whole intereft was. exerted in favour of men,

who neither from their publick nor their private

conduct, had any |eafon to exped fuch fervices

from
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from him. * Some inflarices of this nature, I

fhall have occafion elfewhere to produce ; but J
Ihall concent myfelf here with one, which is very

remarkable, and may alone be flifEcient to efta-

blilh his reputation on this head. Some of the

harlheft treatment, he had met with in the twp
former Reigns, had pafs'd through the hands of
the Earl of Rochefter ; no two men ever differed

more widely in their principles, both in Church
and State ; yet the firft good offices done, that

Earl, with the King and Queen (after all other

applications for intrbdudlion had failed) their

entire reconciliation to him, and the firft advan-
tages he reaped in confequence of that reconcilia-

tion, were owing to our Author. And when the

Earl of Clarendon was afterwards unhappily en-

gaged in the confpiracy, again ft the Government,
in 1690 ; and fome hotter Whigs were for the
levereft methods, the Bifliop becan;ie a hearty

and liaccefsful advocate in his favour. TThefe

matters are but curforily mentioned in the Hiftory,
but will more fully appear from the four follow-

ing original Letters ', the firft written by the
Countefs of Ranelagh, the other three by the
Earl of Rochefter himfelf.

' * The hiftory mentions the fhare the Eifhop had in Sir John
Fenwick's trial ; this Letter, of which the original is ia thfc

editor's hands, ftews how ready he was to do aiSs of per/onai
liindnefs to thofe whofe defigns he had the greatefl averfion- tq^

^' My Lord> Newgate, January aa.

" My wife has acquainted me with your charitable afilftafiiJ^
" yefterday, for an order for Biftiop White to come to jn? for
*' which 1 humbly thank your Lordfhip ; but much to my trot^-
*' ble to day, fhe tells me, I .am refufed him. Icannot think- the
" King would do fo hard a thing to a dying man, as to refufe
" him one, he can have moll fatisfaftion in, for the good of
•' his Soul. Since I did not intend any pffenCe to the Governi-
*• ment^ in afking for him, your favour in procuring an order
" for him to come to me will much oblige ^ ^

•• Your LordJhip's moil humble Servant^ '

'

J, Fenwiclr,

Mr
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My Lord, *

*' \7' OUR Lordfhip knows that by my Lord
*'

j[ Rochefter's defiringme to help him to thank
*' you, for your forwardnefs to do him favours

2f with their Majefties, (out of the fenfe he had,

' that he ought to be more grateful for them,

r' becaufe he had not at all deferved them from
** your Lordfhip): he had informed me, that you
*' had done him fuch favours : And when, pur-
*' fuant to his defire, I began to give you hum

-

" ble thanks for him (who is a perfon in whom I

*' can be very fenfibly obliged) I told your Lord-
*' fhip I was pleafed in paying this duty^ as

^^ much upon your account, as upon his Lord--

*« fhip's, as having attempted to conquer hirn by
*' weapons, -fit to be ufed by one, of your pro-

!*« feflion apd chgrafter ; and I hoped he might
««. be advantaged, as well by being :gained by
«« you, as by reaping good fruits of your Media-
«* tion,, with their Majefties. And now I prefent

' ** your Lordfhip, in the enclofed, with what ap-

*' pears to me an Evidence j that my hopes of
" his making ingenuous returns, for your gene-
*' rous advances towards a friendfhip with himj
*' were not groundlefs. Since he would fure ne-

" ver have pitched upon you, to manage an appli-

*' cation of his, about an intereft wherein the vifible

« fubfiflence of his family is fo deeply concerned,

*« if he did not firmly believe the reality of your
'* intentions towards him ; though he have, no
*« merits of his towards you, or any thing elfe,

*' but your Chriftian beginnings towards him,

.*« to build that faith upon. Nor can he, in my
1*'

- poor opinion, give you a clearer proof of his

*' being already overcome by you, than in chu-

*Vfing you to be the perfon* to whom he would
*« in fuch an interefl be obliged : Since he there-

*« by puts himfelf upon the peril of being faith-^

* The original is in the Editor's hands. ^^
i'

fully
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*' fully yours j or a Very unthankful man 5 which
*' I do fo much affure myfelf he W4II not be,
" that I humbly beg your Lordfhip' to put this

*' obligation upon him, to perfect what you have
*' already begun to do for him, of a like nature,
'* and to the fame Royal Perfon. Who would
*' not, I think,' adt unbecoming herfelf, nor the
*' eminent llation, God has placed her in, in
*' afrifting five innocent children, who have, the
** honour to be related to her Royal Mother,
*' who did ftill, with great tendernefs, confidgr
'* her own family, when Ihe was moft raifed

" above it •, elpecially when, in a/Iifting them,
** her Majefty will need only to concern herfejf,

*' to preferve a property, made theirs by the
" Law of England, which as 'QjOeen of ;thjs

" kingdom Ihe is obliged to maintain.

" I fend your Lordfhip my Lord Rochefler's
" letter to me, that you may fee Ke has thoughts
" that juftify what I have faid here for him, and
" has exprefs'd then;i much better than I can doj
V fo that as an argument to gain your pardon j,

" for this cdnfu'fed fcribble of mine, I prefent yp,u

" with his good writing. I am,
'

Your Lordiliip's humble and

affectionate Servant,
'

July 13th, 1689. K. RanelagFi, -

My Lord, *

" 'np^H E good offices, your Lordfhip has told

" X "^^' y^^ have endeavoured to do me
** with the Queen, of your own accord ^ and ge-
" nerofity, incline me to be defirous to be obli-

" ged to your Lordfhip, for the favour of pre-
*' fenting the enciofed Petition to her Majefty,

.*' Your Lordfhip will fee, by the reading it, the

.•*, occafion and the fubjed of it j and I am fure

* The original is in tbc Editor's hzhdi:

^* I need
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*'• I need notfuggeft any thing to your own kincf

f ' thoughts, to add at the deHvery of it, fave
" only this, which I thought not proper to touch
*' in the Petition^, that I have certainly as good sL

*' title in law to it, as any man has to any thing
*' he poflefles ; as likewife that the Penfion is ap-
*' propriated, to be paid out of a part of the
*' revenue, which never was defigned by any
'' Ad; of Parliament, for any publick Ufe of the

^' Government : which 1 think has fomething of
*' weight and reafon, to diftingiiifli it from thofe
*' Penfiohs, that are placed on the niore publick
** branches of the Revenue."I know not, whether the Qiieen can do me
*' any good in this affair, but I will believe her
'' ISiajelly cannot but wifh fhe could -, however,
"' I think, 1 Ihbuld have been very wanting to
*' my Children, ilF I had not laid this cafe moll
** humbly before her- Majefty : Left at one time
" oir other, Ihe herlclf might fay, I had been too
" negligent in not making applications to her,;

*' which having now done, I leave the reft, with
" all poffible fubmiflion, to her own judgment,
*' and to the reflexions, that fome good-natured
*' moments may incline her to make towards my
*' family. 1 Ihould fay a great deal to your
** jtiOrdftiip, for my own confidence, in addref-

** ling all this to your Lordlhip, fome pafFages

" of my Life having been fuch, as may very
*' properly give it that name : But, I think,

*' whatever, you would be content to hear on that

" fubjeft, will be better exprefTed by the Perfon,

" who does me the honour to deliver this to your
** Lordfhip, from

My Lord,

Your Lordlhip's moft obedient Servant,

July 13. 1689. Rochefter*
*' My
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My Lord, *

PON what Account foever it is, that

your Lordfhip is pleafed to let me
'' hear from you, I take it to be fomething of
'' good fortune, whatfoever ill eaufe there may be

''in it too. Therefore I humbly thank your

"-LordHiip for the honour of yours of the i8th

''from Sahfbury ; which was fent m.e to this

'' pretty Place, where I love to be, as much as

" you do at your Palace; and though I cannot
" do fo much Good to others, as your Lordfliip

" does there to all that are near you, yet I do
" more to myfelf, than I can do any where elfe.

" Quid fentire putas, quifl credis, amice, 'precari ?

•' Sit mihi quod nunc eft, etiam minus, ut mini
" vivam Quod fupereft aevi. Forgive this.tranf-

"-'igrelTipnal Rapture, and receive
.
my Thanks,

**"' v/hich I pay your 'Lordfhip again, foi* your "

" kind Letter. For indeed I do take it very
" kindly, that you were lb inuch 'Concerned, as

" to give me a kind hint of that unfeafonable
" Difcourfe, you came to be acquainted with,
" when you were laft in London- :" I will make
" the beft ufe of it, I can ; to prevent the like

" for the future, if I have any Credit. And in

" the mean time I muft make ufe of this oppor-
" tunity, to cahn and foften your Refentments,
" towards this Friend of mine, as you call him
" in the beginning of your Letter. I will allow
" you as a Servant to the King and' Queen, and -

" a Subjed to their Crown, to have" as great a
" deteftation of the contrivance, as you can
" wifh ; and upon my word, I can accompany
" you in it. But when I confider you,' is once
" .you were, a concern'd Friend of this Lord, to

" have a refpedl for his Family, and partico-
*' larly for my Father, who loft not only all the
" honours and preferments of this World, but

* The original is in the Editor's hands.

Vol. I. c eyen
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even the Comforts of it too, for the integrity

and uprightnefs of his Heart : You mull for-

give me, if I conjure you, by all that's facred

in this generation in which we live together, by
the character that you bear, and by the re-

ligion you profefs, that you do not (as much
as in you lies) fuffer this next Heir of my
good Father's name and honour, to go down
with forrow to the grave. I would not flat-

ter myfelf, that your Lordihip fhould be

moved with any fondnefs of mine, to endea-

vour to bring to pafs, what is not fit for a

wife and a good man to propofe •, that would
be to make a very il4 ufe of your friendihip to

me, and I would rather be corre6led myfelf in

my own defires, than expofe your Lordfhip

on fuch an account. But I hope that they,

who are the fupreme diredlors of this matter

under God, may in their great wifdom and
goodnefs judge, that it may prove as much
to their honour and fafety too, to pafs over

this particular, as if they fhould purfue the

ftrideft meafures of juftice in it. Though I

am a brother, if 1 did not, upon the greateft

refieftion I can make, think I fhould be of the

fame opinion, if I were none, I would not

prefs this matter upon you. For I cannot but

think, that the Queen would do, and would
be glad to avow it too, a very great thing

for the memory of that gentleman, fo long

in his grave. It is upon his account, I am
'* begging of your Lordfhip, to do all that's

" pofTible, to preferve every part and branch
*' and member of his family, from the leaft tran-

" lient ftain of infamy and reproach. And if

*' God was prevailed with by Abraham, to have
" faved a whole City for < the fake of ten righ-

" teous men, I hope there may be as charitable

" an inclination, to fpare the Debris of our bro-

ken

i&
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" ken family, for the fake of him who was the

" raifer of it.

*' I ajfk your Lordlhip's pardon, for being thus
" importunate; fori have great need of your
" help, and I hope I fhall have it from you.
" Lofles of many and good friends I have born,

" and fubmitted with patience to the pieafure of
" Almighty God : But a calamity of this nature,

" that 1 now deprecate, has in it fomething fo

" frightful, and on fome accounts fo unnatu-
" ral ; that I beg you for God's fake, from an
" angry man yourfelf, grow an advocate for me
" and for the family on this account. I am
" ever.

My Lord,

Your Lordlhip's mofl: faithful

humble fervant,

New-Park, March 21. 1690-gi. ROCHESTER.

" My Lord,*

Was warm, I confefs, in the laft letter I

gave your Lordihip the trouble of, and I

thank you for reproving the vehemence of my
ftile, in your laft of the 28 th-, I am grown,

cooler, and acknowledge my fault ; neither

did 1 commit it with an apprehenlion that

your Lordfhip was inexorable, or that it would
be fo much as needful to defire your afliftance

in that matter. But you may remember, you
had ufed a word to me, when you were here,

an attainder ; that I acknowledge founded very

harfh to me, and when 1 had refle6ted a little

more upon it, as likewife that your Lordihip

did not ufe to fpcak by chance, and confe-

quently that you had good ground for what
you faid, I own it heated me all over ; which
made me exprefs my thoughts to you, with

* The original is in the editor's hands,

c 2 more
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" more tranfport than was fit, and I will fay no
'* more of them, for fear of running into new
*' exceffes. What your Lordfiiip propofes for

' *' my Lord Clarendon to defire, is perfeclly

•" agreeable to my mind ; but I know not, whe-
" ther it be riot a little too early, and that fuch
'* a petition might be prefented with a better

'" grace, if he were once out of the Tower upon
" bail, than it would be while he is under this clofe

*' confinement. But as your Lordfhip fays,

*' the affair of Mons muft for the prefent put a
*' Hop to every man's private thoughts, for that

''* is a matter of 'fuch vaft importance to the

.
" Publick, that it is but very fit, that all par-
" ticular confidcrations fhould give way to it,

" and wait the determination of that great point

;

" I cannot but believe the French are matters
*' of it before now, becauie all the letters, that

" came by the lafl poll, that I could hear of,

" looked upon it, as a thing imprafticabie to
*' relieve it, but we have had no letters,/fi|ice

,'' .Saturday. What the French will do'ilext,

. '^ whether fend their m.en into quarters for tvv^o

''months, or try to follow their blow, is what
*' men are now moft anxious about. One of my,
" old friends, with whom of late I have renewed
" my.acquaintance, fays upon all thefe mighty oc-

" cafions, Prudens futuri temporis exitum Caligi-

'' nofa no6le premitDeus Ridetque fi mortalis ultra

*' Fas trepidat. But I confefs to you, I cannot be
.' " quite fo overcome with philofophy, as not to be
" concerned beforehand, at what this dark night

" is to bring forth. One private concern, in the

*' midfl of all thefe publick ones, has given me
.

*' a great deal of uneafmefs, and I doubt not
" will do fo to your Lordfhip, when I tell you
'* how very ill my Lady Ranelagh has been thefe

*' two or three days, with' a fever, which has
" almoft quite deftroyed her ; I am afraid Itill

for
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for her : the laft night llie had a little reft ;

but (he is fo weak, and, you know, of late has

been fo very tender, that I am in great pain for

her. I know your Lordiliip will be troubled to

lofe a very good friend and humble fervant

of _your O'vvn, as v/eli as a moft wonderful

good perfon, to all that knew her. For my
own part, I know no body alive, to whom I

have fo many obligations, which I am forry to

fee how lictle I can return, v/hen there is moft

TiCed of ferving her. Amongft all her favours,

one that I fliail never forget was, her defire and
endeavours, not only to renew for me the ac-

quaintance, I formerly had with your Lordfhip,

but to knit it clofer into a friendfhip ; in which'

I am always to own your Lordfhip's ready con-

currence ; and I hope, i ftiall not fail, as faith-

fully to perform all the part, that belongs to,

" My Lord,

" Your Lordftiip's moft faithful

" humble fervant,

April 2, 1691. • " Rochester.'*

Hitherto the reader has view'd our author, as a

Divine, only in the private character of a Mi-
nifter in his Parifh, a FrofefTor in his Chair, or a

Preacher in his Leclure ; but we muft now obferve

his condu6l in a higher function. As foon as the

Seffion of Parliament in 1689 ^^^ eaded, he v/ent

down to his Diocefe -, where he formed fuch a plan,

for executing the duties of his Epifcopal Office,

as he feldom afterwards had occafion to alter.

. His primary vifitation could only be regulated, m^ i^,

by the praftice of his predecefibrs, who contented hours in

themfelves with formal Triennial vifitations of his Dio-

their Diocefe, in which they ufed always to con- g ^^^^^ ^^

firm ; but when he perceived the hurry, the dif- funaion.

order and noife, that attended thefe publick meet-

ings, he thought them wholly unfit for folemn ads
c 3 of
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of Devotion : They feemed much propercr, for

the exercife of an Ordinary's Jurifdiftion according

to Law, than for the performance of the more
Chriftian funftions of a Bifhop : Thefe were in-

confiltent with that pomp and lliew, which perhaps

the other required. He had always looked upon
Confirmation, as the hkeheft means of reviving

a Spirit of Chriftianity •, if men could be brought

to confider it, not as a mere Ceremony, but as an

a6l v/hereby a man became a Chriftian from his

own choice -, fince upon attaining ro the ufe of

reafon, he thereby renewed for himfelf a Vow,
which others had only made for him at Baptifm.

He wrote a fhort Directory, containing proper

rules how to prepare the Youth upon fuch occa-

fions ; this he printed, and fent copies of it, fome
months beforehand, to the Minifter of every Parifh,

where he intended to confirm. He every fummer
took a tour, for fix weeks or two months, through

fome diftrift of his Bifhoprick, daily preaching

and confirming from Church to Church, fo as in

the compafs of three years (befides his formal Tri-

ennial Vifitation) to go through all the principal

livings in his Diocefe. The Clergy, near the

places he pafTed through, generally attended on
him •, therefore, to avoid being burthenfom.e in

thefe Circuits, he entertained them all at his own
charge. He likewife for many years, entered into

conferences with them, upon the chief heads of

Divinity : One of which he ufually opened at their

meeting, in a difcourfe that lafted near two hours •,

and then encouraged thofe prefent,. to ftart fuch

queftions or difficulties upon it, as occur'd to them.

Four of thefe difcourfes againft Infidelity, Socini-

anifm. Popery and Schifm, were printed in the

year . 694. When our Author had publifhed His
Expofition of the Thirty-nine Articles, conferences

of this nature feemed in fome meafure needlefs :

He therefore difcontinued them, in order to apply

himfelf wholly to the Work of Confirmation. To
be
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be more ufeful in it, he difpofed his annual progrefs,

during the laft ten years of his life, in the follow-

ing manner. He went through five or fix of the -

confiderable Market-towns every year : he fix'd

himfelf for a whole week in each of them : and
though he went out every morning to preach and
confirm in fome Parifh, within feven or eight miles

of the Place ; yet at the Evening-prayer, for fix

days together, he catechifed the youth of die town,
in the principal Church there, expounding to them
fome portion of the Church Catechifm every day,

'till he had gone through the whole: And on
Sunday, he confirmed thofe, who had been thus

examined and inftrufted, and then inviting them
all to dine with him, he gave to each a ufeful

prefent of Books. As the Country flocked in,

from all parts to hear him ; he was in hopes this

would encourage the Clergy to Catechife more,
and would raife an emulation in Chrifl:ian Know-
ledge,' among the inferior fort of people, who
were ignorant to a fcandal.

In the intervals of Parliament, when the Bilhop
was not upon this progrels, his ufual refidence was
atSalifbury; there he preached the Thurfday*s

ledlure, founded at St, Thomas's Church, during
the whole time of his flay ; he likewife preached
and confirmed every Sunday Morning *, in fome
Church of that City, or of the neighbourhood
round about it : And in the evening he had a

* He was fo punclual in this, that no change of Weather
could ever induce him, to difappoint any Congregation where
he was expelled : And this afuduity had well nigh coft him his

life, in the year 1698. For having appointed to preach and
confirm, at the Parilh Church of Dinton, within twelve miles

of Salilbury, on a prefixed Sunday ; the Rains, that fell on
that day, and for fome days before, had fo fwelled a Brook,
which he was to crof% that his coach was over-turned in the

water, and his own life hardly faved by a Miller, who jumped
in and drew the BiPiop out of the water j for which feafonable

fervice, our Author paid him a yearly gratuity all the reft of
his life.

c 4 lefture
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leflure inhi^ own Chapel, to" which great crouds

relorted J wherein he explained fome portion of

ScriptuVe, out of the gofpels and epiftles in the

liturgy.' He generally came down fEom London,
fome days before Lent, on purpofe to prepare the

youth ot the two great Schools for Confirmation ;

by catechizing them every Y\^cek, during that

feafon, in- the Cathedral Church, and inftrufting

them in the fame manner, as he did thofe in the

other Towns of his Diocefe. And to render this

taflc of inflruftion more eafy to the reft of his

Clergy, he 'at length publiflied an Explanation of

the Church-Catechifm in the year 1710.
The Bifnop's confiftorial court, being much

cry'd out againft, as a grievance both to the Clergy

and Laity, he endeavoured to reform it, and for

fome years went thither in perfon •, but though he

might do fome little good by this attendance, it was
fo little, that he at laft gave it over ; for the true

foundation of complaints v/as, the dilatory courfe

of proceedings, and the exorbitant fees, which the

Bifhop had no authority to corred: : Nay, he could

not even difcharge poor fuitors, who v/ere opprefs'd

there with vexatious profecutions, any otherwife

than by paying their fees himfelf, as he frequently

did.

No part of the Epifcppal Office was more ftridly

attended to by him, than the examination of thofe,

who came- for Orders : in this matter the Law has

left the Bifhop entirely at liberty, to admit or refufe.

He never turned them oyer to the care of a Chaplain
- or Archdeacon, farther than to try their fkill in

the learned languages. He examined them him-
felf as to the proofs of the Chriftian Religion, the

authority of the Scriptures, -^and the nature of the
> Gofpel- Covenant. If they were deficient in thofe,

he difmifs'9. them at once, with proper direftions

how to be better prepared for a fecof.d trial : But if

they were competently knowing in thefe elTential

points,
.

he went through the other heads of.Di-'

vinity
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vinity with lefs itriftnefs. When he was once fa-

tisfied with their capacity, he next direfted his

•difcourfe to their Confcience : He laid before them

the bafenefs of taking up a Sacred ProfefTion,

merely for the lucre or fubfillence it might afford ;

he rave them a diftindt view of all the branches of

the Faftoral Care, (of which he publifhed a Trea-

tife, for the ufe of his Diocefe, in 1692 ;) and en- .

deavoured ftrongly to diffaade them from entring

into Holy Orders, unlefs they v/ere firmly refolved

to perform all the duties of their fundlion ; more
particularly to lead fuch lives as might not contra-

dift the doftrines, they were to teach. A day or

two before Ordination, he fubmitted all thofe whom
he had accepted, to the examination of the Dean
and Prebendaries, that fo he might have their

approbation.

In the admiflion of Prefentees, he could not be

fo ftrift ; the Law having in fome meafure taken

the Judgment of their Quahfications out of the

Ordinary -, yet in this he went unufual lengths, of

which I fhall mention one fingular inftance *. In

the latter part of the Reign of Queen Anne, the

Lord Chancellor prefented the younger Son of a

noble family in Oxfordfhire to a parfonage within

his Diocefe, which was in the gift of the Crown.
Upon trial, our author found him fo ignorant,

that he refufed • to inilitute him •, the Miniltry

threaten'd him with a Law-fuit, but finding him
refolute, they at length acquiefced under the re-

fufal. Thereupon the Bifhop fent for the young
Gentleman, and told him, " That as his Patrons
" had given up the conteft, and he had no defign
" to do him any perfonal injury, if he could pre-
" vail on his friends, to keep the Benefice vacant,
" he himfelf would undertake the charge of quali-
" fying him for it." Accordingly he took fuch

happy pains in his Inftrudion, that fome months

* This I had from Mr. Mackney, as a fa6t well known to

himfelf, and to fome others now alive.

after.



Iviii The LIFE of the AUTHOR.
after, the Prefentee pafs'd examination with ap-

plaufe, and had inftitution given him to the

Living.

As the Paftoral Care, and the admitting none

to it, who were not duly quahfied, was always

uppermofl in his Thoughts, he concluded that he

could not render a more ufeful fervice to Religion,

to the Church, and more efpecially to his own
Diocefe, than by forming under his eye a number
of Divines, well inftruAed in all the articles of

their duty. He refolved therefore, at his own
charge, to maintain a fmall nurfery of ftudents

in Divinity at Salifbury, who might follow their

ftudies, till he fhould be able to provide for them.

They were ten in number, to each of whom he

allowed a falary of thirty Pounds a-year : They
were admitted to him once every day, to give an

account of their progrefs in Learning, to propofe

to him fuch difficulties as they met with, in the

courfe of their reading, and to hear a lefture from
him, upon fome fpeculative or praflical point of

Divinity, or on fome part of the paftoral Function,

which lafted above an hour : During the Bifhop's

abfence, the learned Dr. Whitby fupplied his place,

in overlooking gnd directing their Studies. By
this means, our author educated feveral young
Clergymen, who proved an honour to the Church ;

but as this came to be confidered as a prefent pro-

vifion, with fure expeftations of a future fettle-

ment, he v^as continually importuned, and fome-

times impofed upon, as to the perfons recommend-
ed to be of this number : And the foundation it-

felf was fo malicioully exclaimed at, as a defign'd

affront upon the method of education at Oxford,

that he was prevailed upon, after fome years, to

lay it wholly afide.

Our Author was a warm and conftant enemy to

Pluralities of Livings, not indeed where the two
Churches lay near each other, and were but poorly

endowed, for in that cafe he rather encouraged

them ;
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them •, as knowing the " Labourer was worthy
*' his hire." But whenfoever Non-relidence was
the confequence of a plurality, he ufed his ut-

moft endeavours to prevent it, -and in fome cafes

even hazarded a fufpenfion, rather than give infti-

tution. In his charges to the Clergy, he exclaimed

againft pluralities, as a facrilegious Robbery of the

revenues of the Church -, a remarkable effe6t of

his Zeal upon this fubjed may not be improper to

be here related *. In his firft vifitation at Salif-

bury, he urged the authority of St. Bernard, who
being confulted by one of his followers, whether he
might not accept of two Benefices, reply'd, " And
" how will you be able to ferve them both ?" " I
" intend (anfwered the Priell) to officiate in one
" of them by a Deputy." " Will your Deputy be
" damn'd for you too ? (cry'd the Saint.) Believe
" me, you may ferve your Cure by proxy, but
" you muft be damn'd in perfon." This expreffion

fo affefted Mr. Kelfey, a pious and worthy
Clergyman there prefent, that he immediately re-

figned the reftory of Bemerton, worth two hundred
pounds a-year, which he then held with one of a
greater value. Nor was this Chriftian Aft of felf-

denial without its reward ; for though their prin-

ciples in Church Matters were very oppofite, the

Bilhop conceived fuch an efteem for him, from
this adion, that he not only prevailed with the

Chapter to eled him a Canon, but likewife made
him Archdeacon of Sarum, and gave him one of
the beft Prebends in the Church.

In the point of refidence, our author was fo ftrid:,

that he never would permit his own Chaplains
to attend upon him, after they were once preferred

to a Cure of Souls, but obliged them to be con-
ftantly refident at their Livings. Indeed he con-

* This faft was told me by Mr. Waftefield, and is well known
at Salifbury.

iidered
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fidered himfelf, as under the fame obligation, as

Paftor of the whole Diocefe, and never would be

abfent from it, but during his neceiTary attendance

on \Parliament ; from which, as foon as the prin-

cipal bufinefs of the nation was difpatch'd, he al-

ways obtain'd leave to depart, in order to return

to his Fun6lion. And though King William, upon
his going over to Ireland or Flanders, always en-

joined him to attend upon -Queen Mary, and affift

her with his faithful Council on all emergencies •,

yet he would not, upon fuch occafions, accept of
lodgings at- Whitehall, but hired a houfe at

Windfor, in order to be within his own Bi-

fkoprick, and yet near enough to the Court, to

pay his duty twice a week, or oftener, if bufmefs

required it.

His uni- No Principle was more deeply rooted in him,
verfal |.},gj^ that of Toleration •, it was not confined to
P"^!;'?^ any Sect or Nation, it was asuniverfal as Chrifti-

ration ex- anity itlelr': He exerted it m favour or a Nonjuring
tends to Mccting-houfe at Salifbury, which he obtained the
Nonjuror.

• j^Qy a] permiffion to connive at; and when the

Preacher there. Dr. Beach, by a feditious and

treaionable Sermon had incurred the Sentence of

the Law,' odr' author not only faved him from

punifhment, but even procured his pardon, with-

out the terrris of a publick Recantation, upon

which it was firll granted ; as may be collefted

from the following letters, the one from the Earl

of Nottingham, then Secretary of State, the other

from Dr. Beach himfelf.

"MyLord,* , Whitehall, 29 March 1692.

"
"'

Tj" Have acquainted the Queen, at the Cabinet

" X Council, with what your Lordfb'\p writes in

*' behalf of Dr. Beach •, and though her Majefty

" is always inclined to iliew Mercy, and efpecially

" to fuch as your LordHiip recommends to her

* The origihal is in the Editor's hands.

favour ;
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«< favour ; yet fmce die. crime, and the fcandal of
'« it, has been very pubiick, her Majeily thinks
" the acknowled^ifient'Of it ihould be fo too:
** And therefore would have him make it in the

«' Church. When this- is done, your Lordfhip's

t' intercelTion will eafily prevail. I am, with great

«' refped,

"My Lord,

*' Your Lordfhip's moll humble

^* and faithful fervant,

<« Nottingham."

" My Loi-d, *
,

•

" ^ "1 7" ITH all due deference of honour, and
4« YY vvith all xherelpectful regard, that can
" be correfpondent to the no lefs generous, th^n.

"^ acceptable .meflage, which I received from your
" Lordfhip by Dr. Geddes, Ihumbly tender this

" to your Lordfnip, hoping it may be favourably
" received, in lieu ot my perfonal attendance,
** which Ihail be readily paid (as it is due) at any
" time. Dr. Geddes has delivered me the defirable

" tidings of your Lordiliip's free refolution, to

" refcue me, from the farther profecution of that
" unhappy verdi<5i, I labour under. It is my
" defire, being freed from this troublefome ftorm,
" to live in peaceand quiet, without disturbance of
" the government in general, and of any perfon m
*' particular. And I cannot but deeply refent
" your obliging readinefs to relieve me, becaufe
" it is not clogged with any bitter conditions or
" referves, that would leflen the favour. Wh,at
" your Lordfliip has refolved, is what I humbly
" defire, and do not doubt but your I.ordfliip.wiU
" purfue. The fooner the favour can be accom-
" plifhed, and with the lef^ noife before Term,

* The original is in the Editor's hands.

« the
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" the more it will be endeared to, and challenge

" all gratitude from,

« My Lord,

" Your much obliged

" and obedient fervant,

" Wm. Beach."

Yet when this fpirit of Moderation, of which"

, the Nonjurors felt the good effedts, was extended

to the Diflenters, our Author's enemies reprefented

him, as betraying the Church into their hands

;

though he was really taking the moft effedtual

means to bring them over, not indeed by com-
pulfion, but by the more Chriflian methods of
charity and perfuafion : In which he was fo fuc-

cefsful, that many Diffenting Families, in his

Diocefe, were by him brought over to the Com-
munion of our Church, in which they ftill con-

tinue ; and of two Prefbyterian Preachers, who
were well fupported when he firft came to Salif-

bury, one was foon after obliged to quit the place,

and the other but poorly fublifled in it.

His He perceived that the chief ftrength of the
icheme Sedlaries lay in the market-towns -, the livings
for aug-

|-]^gj.g ^gj-e nioil commonly in the gift of the Lord

poor lif.
Chancellor •, and as the Lord Somers, during his

ings in his enjoyment of the Seals, left the nomination to
own Dio-thofe in the Diocefe of Sarum, to the Bilhop ; he

• endeavoured to place in them none but learned,

pious, and moderate Divines, as being the beft

qualified to prevent the growth oC^^hifm, But as

the Benefices were generally fmall, and a poor

Church will be too often ferved by as poor a Clerk

;

our Author determined to obviate this difficulty,

by bellowing upon thefe Cures the Prebends in his

gift, as they became vacant ; and till fuch a va-

cancy happened, out of his own income he allowed

the Minifter of every fuch Church a penfion of

6 twenty
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twenty pounds a-year *
: When the Prebend itfelf

was conferred upon him, the Bilhop infilled on

his giving a Bond to refign it, if ever he quitted

the Living. Though this matter had been laid

before the mofb eminent Prelates and Divines of

our Church, as well as the molt learned among
the Canonifls, who highly approved the defign ;

yet it was fo warmly oppofed by fome of the

Clergy, that in order to raife no farther flrife in the

Church, our Author was prevailed on to relinquilh

this projed, and give up all the bonds he had

taken. But as he could not, without the tendereft

concern, behold the deftitute condition of thefe

poor Benefices, moft of which were attended with

the largefl Cure of Souls ; fo his difappointment

in this fcheme, he had formed for his own Bi-

fhoprick, only gave occafion to a more univerfal
'

plan, which he projedted for the improvement of

all the fmall Livings in England, and which was

liable to no exception. This he prelled forward

with fo much fuccefs, that it terminated at length

in an A6t of Parliament, pafs'd in the fecond

year of Queen Anne, " for the Augmentation of
" the Maintenance of the poor Clergy.'*

He had firft laid this propofal before Queen His

Mary, who had undertaken to obtain the Kine's^'^^^™^^*'^

approbation and content; after her death, the i^r^jl^jj^

profpe6t of Peace in i6g6, and the actual conclu- poor liv-

fion of it in 1697, feemed to furnilh a proper op- ings i"

portunity, for offering the fame Scheme to King ^"S'*" •

William, which he did by the two following Me-
morials.

* This appears from his Steward's accounts, and was con-
firmed to me by Mr. Waftefield.

MEMO-
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MEMORIAL concerning the firft Fruits and

Tenths. Given in to the King in January
1696 *

"^T^HE Tenths and Firft Fruits were.firft

" X ^^^^ ^^ by Popes, on pretence of fupport-
' " ing the Holy War ; in the twenty-fixth year of
" the Reign of King Henry the Eighth, thefe

" were given to the Crown •, and fmce that

" time have been granted away in Penfions, by
" dormant warrants. They are now in the hands
«' of the Duke of St. Albans, Countefs of Ph-
" mouth, Countefs of Briftol, Earl of Bath, Earl
" of Oxford, and a few others. This revenue may
" juftly be called in quefdon, as unlawful and fa-

*' crilegious in its nature ; the applying it to a

*' good ufe is the beft way to juftify it.

" The condition of many Livings in this king-
" dom is moft miferable , m.any have not twenty
" pounds, and in fome places, three of them put
" together do not amount to forty pounds a-year.

*' A poor Clergyman may be fcandalous, but he
*' muft be contemptible and ignorant. To this,

" in a great meafure, we owe the Atheifm and
*' Impiety, the Sects and Divifions, that are fpread
*' over the nation.

" It would be a noble demonftration, both of
*' zeal for the honour of God and Religion, and
*' afFe6lion for the Church of England, if the King

'*\ would appropriate this revenue, to the railing ot
'** the Livings in this nation to fome juft propor-
*' tion, beginning at thofe in Corporations, and
*' thofe within the King's gift, but not ex-

" eluding others, upon condition that the King
*' fhall have his turn in prefenting, in proportion
*' to the augmentation that Ihall be made by this

5' provifion,

* The Memorial in the Bilhop's own hand, with a Memo-
randum when it was delivered, is in the Editor's hands.

« A Cor-
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*' A Corporation might be fettled, as was from
** the Reign of Queen Elizabeth down to that of
" Charles the Firft, with power to receive the

** gifts of charitable perfons, to the fame pious
" end : And all Biihops, Deans and Chapters,

" might be obliged to pay towards it a fourth or

" fifth of every Fine that they received.

" This, by the BlefTing of God, would make
" the concerns of Religion and of the Church put
" on another face, it would much raife his Ma-
*' jelly's Name and Character in the prefent, and
*' in ail fucceeding ages ', by this the King gives

" away nothings that is in his own poffeffion ; hfe

" only gives away the power of granting fuch neW
" penfions, as may be vacant in his time. And
*' there is little doubt to be made, (befides a blef-

" fmg from God, which may be expected upon
" lb noble a delign) that this would be made up
" to the Crown by Parliament : And would alfo

*' give fuch an imprefiion of the King, as would
" have good effect on all his affairs."

A Second MEMORIAL concerning the Tenths

and Firfl Fruits. Given in to the King in De-
cember 1697 *.

*' ¥T is humbly propofed, that his Majefty would
*'

J^ be pleafed to coniideri how proper it will be
*' at this timCj to declare his Refolution of apply-
*' ing the Firfl Fruits and Tenths to mending the

" flate of the poor Livings in England.
" The Peace being now concluded j this will

" be a noble beginning of his Majefly's Reign
" in Peace, and a fuitable return to God, for

" his great blefTmgs on his Royal Perfon and
*' affairs -, it will gain him the hearts of all

*' true friends of the Church, of England; and

* The Memorial in the Bifliop's own hand, with a memo-
fandu-m when he delivered it, is in the Editor's hands.

Vol. L d *' fince
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" fince the Burroughs are generally - the worft

-

" ferved, their Livings being univerfally very
" fmall, this may probably have a great effedl-

" on all the King's affairs, perhaps on the fuc-
" ceeding ele6lions of Parliament.
" If his M^yefty be refolved to do it, it is

" humbly fuggefted, that he would declare his

" refolution in the treafury, and appoint the Com-
" miffioners to acquaint the Houle of Commons
" with it, who will no doubt very quickly make
" it up to the Crown. Upon this, it is propofed,
" that the King will order a CommifTion for ma-
•' naging this fund, and making it moft effectual
*' to the end intended by it.

" The perfons proper for fuch a Commiffion,
" would be the two Archbifhops, with two other
" Biihops, the Lord Chancellor, the Lord Privy-
" Seal, the two Secretaries of State, the firft Com-
" miffioner of the Treafury, the Chancellor of
" the Exchequer, the two Chief Juftices, the Chief
*' Baron, and the King's Attorney-General."

Though this Propofal was highly acceptable to

the King ; though it was ftrongly feconded by the

Princefs of Denm.ark, who defired Copies to be
given her of the two foregoing Memorials ; yet

underhand it met with fuch oppofition amongft the

Miniftry, as fora time obftruded the execution of

it. The Bifliop would not however be difcouraged
in it; but renewed his follicitations upon this

head, fo powerfully, in the year 1701, that nothing
but the death of King William could have pre-

vented its then taking effect. He had' concerted

his meafures upon this occafion, with the Earl of

Godolphin (who aftei-wards carried this defign into

execution) and with the Lord Somers, whofc Let-
ter upon that fubjed: I (hall here infert.

"My
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" My Lord, * 22 Nov. 1701.

" T Acknowledge the honour of your Lordfhip's
" X letter of the 17th, with great thankfulnels

;

" I wifh it may lie in my power to contribute to

" the excellent defign you propofe ; no man will

" enter into it more willingly, nor fhall labour in

*' it more heartily. The Point of the Firfl Fruits
*' and Tenths is what I have propofed feverai

" times, with much earneftnefs, but without fuc-

" cefs. When I have the happinefs of feeing your
*' Lordfhip, we fhall, I hope, difcourie at large

" upon the whole fubjed:. In the mean time
*' allow me to affure you, that I am with great and
*' fincere refpedtj

" My Lord,
" Your Lordjfhip's moft obedient

'' humble Servant,

" SOMERS."

Having thus given a fhort account of every

principal part ot our Author's condu6t, that pro-

perly relates to his Epifcopal Charader, of which
I thought the reader would be beft able to judge,

if it were laid before him in one general view, with-

out any ftridt regard to the feries of time -, I fhall

'

now return to the thread of my' narration, by re-

lating the other remarkable incidents of his life, in

the order in which they happened.

The year 1694 proved greatly unfortunate torhedeatk
him, I might have laid to the whole nation, by the of Queen

death of Archbiihop Tillotfon; a name too weir'^J^^>' ^"^^

,

known to need an encomium •, whofe funeral fermon
(Tipp^y'jjr

our Author preach'd, and whofe vindication he un- lotfon.

dertook, againfb a Writer who had virulently at-

tacked his memory. This great lofs to the Church
was foon after followed by a greater, that of the

excellent Queen Mary, who had always honoured

* The original is in the Editor's handf.

d 2 our
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our Author with a high degree of favour and con-

fidence. The ftrong impreffion her uncommon
talents and fhining quaUties had made upon him,
occafioned that Eflay on her Character, which he

pubhfhed in the year 1695,
He is one During her hfe, the affaii^s and promotions in the

clefiartical
^hurch had wholly pafs'd through her hands ; it

Comm ffi- was an article of government, for which the King
on to re- thought himfelf unqualified, yet was unwilling to
commei.d commit to the care of his Minifters : Upon her

^'jg
'^^'

death therefore, a Commiffion was granted to the

two Archbifhops, to our Author, and to three

other Prelates j whereby they, or any three of

them, were appointed to recommend to all Bi-

fhopricks. Deaneries, or other vacant Preferments

in the Church, fignifying the fame to his Majefty,

X by writing under their hands : And during the

King's abfence beyond Sea, they were empowered,

of their own authority, to prefent to all Benefices

in the gift of the Crown, that were under the

value of an hundred and forty pounds a-year. A
like Commiffion was granted in the year 1700, and

the Billiop of Salifbury continued (till to be of the

number. It would be tedious here to enumerate

the feveral marks King William gave him of his

friendfhip, during the whole courfe of his Reign ;

but tho' he obtained of his Majefty employments,

penfions^ and gratuities for others, even to the

value of ten thoufand pounds to One Perfon now
living i yet there was not one fingle inftance,

wherein he foUicited a favour for himfelf or his

family : On the contrary, he declined preferment

when it was ofiered to him.
Is made In the year 1698, when it became neceffary to
Prgcepcor

fgj-i-ie ^i^Q Duke of Gloucefter's family, the King

Duke of ^^^^ ^^^ •'^^^^ ^^ Sunderland with a meflage to the

GlojiefterPrincefs of Denmark, acquainting her, " That he
" put the whole management of her Son's houfhold
*' into her hands, but that he owed the care of his
*•' .

• r-jtion to himfelf and his people, and there-
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" fore would name the perfons for that purpole.'*

Accordingly the Earl of Marlborough being nomi-

nated his Governor, the Biihop of Salifbury was
appointed his Preceptor. He was then retired into

his Diocefe, having lately loft his Wife by the

Small Pox. He took that occafion therefore to Which he

wave the offer of this important charge ; though ^"'^^^

he was affured, the Princefs had teftify'd her ap- V^^l^

probation of the King's Choice. He wrote to the

Earl of Sunderland, to ufe his intereft, that he

might be excufed, and in return received from
him the following letter.

" My Lord, *
.

June 29.

I
Am extremely troubled for your lofs, it beings

by all that 1 have heard, a very great one :

But you muft not leave ferving the Publickj

upon any private confideration. I intend to be
in town next week, and if I have any credit at

all, you may be alTured that you fhall be fent

for, and fhall come thither, unlefs you will fall

out with all your friends, and with the King in

the firft place. I am, with great truth,

" My Lord,

** Your moft faithful

" humble Servant,

^' Sunderland,"

Our Author wrote hkewife to his friend Arch*
bifhop Tennifon, defiring him to wait on the

King in his name, and intreat his Majefty, to

allow him to decline this employment : The Arch-
bilhop replied, and offered many arguments to

perfuade him to accept of it ; which only produ-
ced a fecond letter, ftronger than the former, and
to the fame purpofe : To which his Grace, by King
William's direction, returned the following anfwer,'

• The original letter is in the Editor's hands,

d 3 -
« My
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" My Lord, *

. Lambeth, June 28,1698.

'' T Received your fecond, in which you feem to
** A i^^^ft ^^ ^^^ contents of the firft •, upon that
*' account, I waited on the Iving, not being wiUing
" to decHne doing, what you fo earneftly prefs'd.

" The King exprefs'd himielf with great tendernefs

" upon this fubjejd •, he commanded me to let you
*' underfland, that he had fent for you, before this

" time, if this misfortune had not happened -, and
" that he ftill defires you to come, as foon as with
** decency you can. He looks upon you, as a

" Divine, who in (ucli cafes had comforted many,
*' and thinks it will look beft, not to fuffer fuch a
*' crofs, to get fuch power over you, as to make
^' yu decline fo publick a fervice. He fpoke to

" this effedl, without my urging my private opi-

" nion, which is, what it was in my firft. I

'' heartily pray for you, I pity you as my own
^' Brother, but I cannot bring myfelf in this, to

''be oi your Lordfhip's opinion. It is true, if

^' no fteps had been made in this affair, your ex-

^' Gufe would the eafier have made its way ; but
'' feeing things are fo far advanced, it feems not
" proper to go back. If upon this, that hopeful
*' Prince Ihail fall into fuch hands, as are unfit,

" your Lordfhip would then refieft, upon your
^' haying declined the Service, with pain and
" grief. Pray, next poft, let me have fome an-

?' fwer, our good Mafter the King may be pleafed

^' with, I am,
" My Lord,

^^ Your afFe(5lionate Brother,

" Tho. Cantuar.'*

. As the reft of the BKhop's friends concurrecjl in

the fame ftrain, earneftly preffing him not to re-

fufe a ftatiqn, wherein he might do his Country

f The original ii in the Editor's hands.''""
fuch
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fuch fignal fervice, as in the right education of the

puke of Gloucefter; he thought it might be c(*i-

ftrued obftinacy not to fubmit. He therefore

fignified his comphance, in his anfwer to the

Archbilhop of Canterbury ; who thereupon wrote

him another Letter, which I lliall here infert.

.
" My Lord, * Kenfington, July 4, 1698.

*' T ATE laft night the King fpoke again about
" JLi/ your coming up ; the time you mention
*^* (Friday fortniglit) he thinks much too long ; he
'^ therefore commanded me tp fend an exprefs to
*' you, in order to your coming up as foon as pOfTi-

" bly you can : He having time, litfele enough to

" fettle that matter, before his going beyond Sea ;

" which will not now be long ; becaufe the Parlia-

" ment may fpeedily end, perhaps this day. He con-
*' fiders very gracioully the commendablenefs of
*' your fubmilTion in thefe circumfbances, which is

" indeed worthy of you. Pray haften as much as
'" you pofilbly can, and may God bring you fafely

*' hither. I am
^^ Your afFedionate Brother,

" Tho. Cantuar."

P. S. *' The Parliament rifes to-morrow, and the

" King goes foon to Windfor, where you may
" wait on his Majeily.

f When our Author, upon his arrival at

Windfor, had his firil audience of the King, he

affured his Majefty it was no longer his intention

to decline fo honourable an employment, as the

educating a Prince fb nearly related to the Crown,
fmce his Royal Mafter thought him worthy of that

Truft i but as the difcharge of his duty in, thi^

* The original is in tlie Eelltor's hands.

f This fa-ft was related to the Editor by Mr. Mackn^y, who
then attended the fiifhop to Windfor, and had it from his owa

4 4 ft^tio>^
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ftation muft confine him conftantly to Courts

which was inconfiftent with his Epifcopal Fundlion,

he defired leave to refign his Bifhoprick. The
King was much iurprized at the Propofal, to

which he would by no means confent: However,
finding our Author perfifted in it, he was at length

prevailed on, to agree, that the Duke Ihould re-

fide all the fummer at V7indfpr, and that the

Bifhop Ihould ha^-e ten Weeks allowed him every

year, to vifit the other parts of his Diocefe.
'

The method he purfued in the Duke of Glou-

cefcer's education, and the amazing progrefs made
in it, during the ihort time that Prince was under

his care, are mentioned in the Kiftory : To which

I fhall only add, that he conduced himfelf in fuch

a manner, that the Princefs of Denmark ever after

retained a peculiar regard for him, of which he

received fome fenfible marks, when ihe came to

ihe Throne, even at times when he was engaged

in a publick oppofition to the meafures of her

Minifters.
His mar- The affiduous attendance our author was obliged

M^^ E - ^°' w^i^^ he was Preceptor to the Duke, and the

kele'y. tender age of his own children, made it requif^te

to look out for a proper miftrefs to his family.

He fix'd upon Mrs. Berkeley, a Lady pf uncom-
mon degrees of Knowledge, Piety and Virtue •, as

may appear from Her Method of Devotion, which
bore feveral impreffions in her Life- time -, and was

reprinted after her death, with an account of her

Life, by Dr. Goodwyn, (the, late Archbi/hop of

Cafhels in Ireland) which renders it unneceiTary

he're to enlarge upon her charafter.

He writes In the year 1699, our Author publifhed His
an Expo- Expofition of the Thirty-nine Articles of the

theThh-tv
'^^^^^'^ of England. He was firft engaged in this

nine Ar Undertaking by Queen Mary, who had fo highly
tick?, approved of his Four Difpourfes to his Clergy,

and his Treatife of the Paflorai Care, that She,

as well as AfchbiOiop Tillotfon, judged no man
'

Ho
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(o proper as himfelf, to render this important fer-

yice to the Church. At their intreaty therefore,

he undertook this laborious taflc, which he per-

form'd in lefs than the compafs of a year, though

he kept it by him five years, for corredion. It

was firft revifed, and in many places altered by
Dr. Tillotfon, whofe opinion of this performance

\yil] bell be learnt frorn one of his own letters

.

" My Lord,* Lambeth-Houfe, Oa. 23, 1674.

T Have with great pleafure and fatisfaflion

X read over the great volume, you fent me

;

and ani aftonilh'd to fee fo vaft a work, begun
and finilh'd in fo Ihort a time. In the article

of the Trinity you have faid all, that I think

can be faid upon fo obfcure and difficult an
argument. The Socinians have juft now pub-
lifhed an anfwer to us all ; but I have not had
a fight of it. The negative articles againft the

Church of Rome, you have very fully ex-

plained, and with great learning and judgment.
Concerning thefe, you will meet with no op-
pofition amongft ourfelves. The greateft dan-
ger was to be apprehended from the points in

difference between the Calvinifts and Remon-
ftrants, in which you have Ihewn, not only

great lldll and moderation, but great prudence
in contenting yourfelf, to reprefent both fides

irrvpartially, without any pofitive declaration

of your own judgment. The account given
of Athanafius's Creed, feems to me no-wife

fatisiaftory ; I wiHi we were well rid of it.

I pray God long to preferve your Lordfhip, to

cio more fuch fervices to the Church. I am,
" My Lord,

?^ Yours moft affedionately,

' *' Jo. Cant."

f An atteiled copy of this letter. In the hand-writing of the

f>refent Afchbifliop of Dublin, is in ih<E Edijor's aauds,

Thisi
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This work was afterwards pcrufed and approv-

ed by Archbilhop Tennifon, Archbifhop Sharp,

Biihop Stillingfleet, Patrick, Lloyd, Hall and
"Williams : The laft of thefe ftrongly recommends
ed, the conlidering them only as articles of peace,

in which men were bound to acquiefce without
contradiftion ; not as articles of faith, which
they were obliged to believe. There might per-

haps be reafon to wifh, that they had only been
impofed as fuch, but there was nothing in our
Conftitution to warrant an expofitor, in giving

that fenfe to them : The book likewife pafs*d

through the hands of many learned men in both
Univerfities, and was generally applauded. Up-
on its iirfl appearance in print, it was univerfally

well received ; thofe, who had been employed to

-criticife every work the Bifhop had publifhed for

Tome years, were filent as to This. Indeed when
the Convocation met, and the two Houfes were

warmly engaged in difputes, relating to their re-

.Ipedtive privileges, in which our Author bore a

confiderabie fhare -, the Lower Houfe, in refent-

ment, brought up a general cenfure of his Expofi-

tion, but refufed to point out the particulars,

upon which it was grounded : Though the Upper
Houfe remonftrated, how neceflary that was, in

in order to enable them to concur in the cenfure,

which they could not pretend to do, till they were
informed of the re^fons for it.

For five or fix years before his death, our Au-
thor grew more abllracted from the world, than

the fituation he had been in, during the former

parts of his life, had permitted. To avoid the

diftradion of ufelefs vifits, he fettled in St,

John's Court in Clerkenwell, and kept up only

an intercourfe with his moft fele6c and intimate

acquaintance : Their names will be an honour to

his memory, and therefore I beg leave to men-
tion the moft confiderabie amongft them. Such
were the late Dukes of Marlborough, Newcaftk

and
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and Shrewfbury ; the Earls of Godolphin, Cow-
per and Hahfax ; the Lord Somers and Pelham :

And the prefent Dutchefs Dowager of Marlbo-

rough, the Dukes of Montrofe and Roxburgh

;

the Lord Townlliend, the Lord King, the Maftcr

of the Rolls Sir Jofeph Jekyll, the Lord Chief

Juftice Eyre, and Mr. Baillie of Jervifwood,

who, as he was his near relation, fo he always

lived with him in the friendfhip and freedom of a

brother.

I have faid nothing in relation to the part our Au- His dill-

thor a6ted in Parliament, in Convocation, or in the p"^^
f.^*

feveral matters of ftate, wherein he was confulted
Jj^jJJ

-^^

and employed •, this is fully and impartially fet London,

forth in the Hiftory itfelf. Yet I ought to inform

the reader, that the Bifhop's neceffary attendance on
the Houfe of Lords, in the winter feafon, was
not a means of abating his diligence in the duties

of his calling, though it diverted the exercife

of it, from the proper fcene, his diocefe. For
whilft he ftaid in town, he failed not of preach-

ing every Sunday morning, in fome church or

other in London •, and as he was much followed,

he was generally engaged for charity fermons, at

which he himfelf was always a liberal contribu-

tor : In the Sunday evening, he had a Lefture in

his own houfe, upon fome feleft portion of Scrip-

ture ; to which many perfons of diftinftion re-

forted, though at firil; it was only intended, for

the benefit of his own family.

As he lived to fee the turn, which the affairs of

Great Britain, I might fay of Europe, took upon
the death of Queen Anne, for whom he had al-

ways the higheil perfonal veneration, but whom
he thought unwarily engaged in meafares, which
might have proved fatal : I need not fay, with

what comfort he faw a fucceiHon take place, of

which he himfelf had been the firll mover , and
a Family eftablifhed, in whofe intereits. he had
been fo ftedfait and zealous, and by whom he

."
'

had
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had been fo much entrufted. He publifhed a
Writes a third Volume, as a fupplement to his two for-
third vo-

jj^gj. q£ j.j^g Hiftory of the Reformation, at the

fupple- ^^^^ of ^is late Majefty*s arrival in England, to

jnent to whom it was dedicated. And as if his life had
iis Hifto- only been prolonged to fee this great work com-

Reforma- P^^^^» ^"^ ^^^ proteftant intereft in a fair prof"

tion. pect of fecurity, he died foon after.

His do- Thus I have endeavoured to give fome ac-

roeftick count of our Author's behaviour, in all the
charaaer. different ftations he pafs'd through in publick : it

may be exped:ed, I Ihould fay fomething of

him, in domeftick life.

His time His time, the only treafure of which he feem-
how em- ed covetous, was employed in one regular and
P °^^ uniform manner. His conftant health permitted

him to be an early rifer ; he was feldom in bed

later than five a-clock in the morning during the

fummer, or than fix in the winter. Private me-
ditation took up the two firft hours and the laft

half-hour of the day. His firft and laft appear-

ance to his family was, at the morning and

evening prayers, which were always read by him-
felf, though his chaplains were prefent. He
-drank his tea in company with his children, and
took that opportunity of inftrudting them in re-

ligion ; he went through the Old and New Tefta-

ment with them three times, giving his own
comment upon fome portion of it, for an hour
every morning. When this was over, he retired

to his ftudy, where he feldom fpent lefs than fix,

often more than eight hours in a day. The reft

of his time was taken up with bufinefs, exercife

and neceffary reft, or beftowed on friendly vifits

and chearful meals. As he kept an open table,

in which there was plenty without luxury, fo no
man was more pleafed with innocent mirth thtre,

no man encouraged it more, or had a larger fund

of entertainment to contribute towards it. His
equipage, like his table, was decent and plain

;

an4
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and all his expences denoted a temper generous,

but not profule. The Epifcopal palace, when he

came to Salifbury, was thought one. of the worft.;

and when he died, was one of the belt ia

England.

The chara6ter I have given his wives, will An affec-

fcarce make it an addition to his, that he was a
"°!]f^^,

moil affectionate hulband. His tender care

of the firft, during a courfe of ficknefs, that

iafted for many years ; and his fond love to the

other two, and the deep concern he exprefs'd for

their I0I5, were no more than their juft due, from

one of his humanity, gratitude and difcernment.

His l6ve to his children, perhaps accompanieB His care

with too much indulgence, was not exerted in ,^? ,^

laying up for them a hoard of wealth, out of the educa-

revenues of the Church, but in giving them a tion.

noble education; though the charge of it was
wholly maintained out of his private fortune.

At feven years old, he entered his fons into Latin,

giving each of them a diltind tutor, who had a

falary of forty pounds a-year, which was never

leflen'd on account of any prebend the Bifhop
gave him. After five or fix years had perfected

his fons in the learned languages, he fent them
to the Univerfity -, the eldeft a Gentleman Com-
moner to Trinity College in Cambridge, the

other two Commoners to Merton College in Ox-
ford ; where, befides the college tutor, they had
a private one, to affift them in their learning, and
to overlook their behaviour. In the year 1706,
he fent them abroad for two years to finifh their

ftudies at Leyden ; from whence two of them
took a Tour through Germany, Switzerland and
Italy. The eldell and youngell, by their own
choice, were bred to the law, and the fecond to

divinity.

In his friendfliips, our Author was warm, open- ^'^ firm-

hearted and conftant : From thofe I have taken
^^^^ J?

^^'

the liberty to mention, the reader will perceive, i^^^'

that
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that they were formed upon the rnoft prudent
choice, and I cannot find an inflance of any one
friend he ever loft, but by death. It is a com-
mon, perhaps- a juft obfervation, that a hearty

friend is apt to be as hearty an enemy ; yet this

rule did not hold in our Author. For though his

ftation, his principles, but above all his ftedfaft

adherence to the Hanover SuccefTion, raifed him
many enemies 5 yet he no fooner had it in his

power, to have taken fevere revenges on them,
than he endeavoured, by the kindeft good officeSj.

to repay all their injuries, and overcome them, by
returning good for evil. I have already given fome
inftances of this nature here, and m.any more will

occur to the reader in the Hiftory.

The Bifliop was a kind and bountiful m^after

duel to ^o ^^^ fervants, whom he never changed, but

thofe in with regret and through neceffity : Friendly and
employ- obliging to all in employment under him, and
Bienc an-

pecyii^rly happy in the choice of them ; efpeci-

ally in that of the ftewardto the Billioprick and

his courts, WilHam Waftefield, Efq; (a gentle-

man of a plentiful fortune, at the time of his

accepting this poft) and in that of his domeftick

fteward Mr. Mackney. Thefe were both men of

approved worth and integrity, firmly attach'd to

his interefts, and were treated by him, as they

well deferved, with friendfhip and confidence.

To them, 1 muft appeal, for the truth of many
fafts here related, particularly thofe concerning

his labours in his diocefe ; from them I likewife

had an account of his extenfive charities.

His chari- This was indeed a principal article of his ex-

ties, pence, impofTible now to fix as to all the parti-

culars ; our Author being as fecret, as he was

liberal, in thofe charities, which he diftributed

with his own hands : Yet the greateft part c^

them could not be hid from the perfons who
were entrufted with the management of his af-

fairs. His gifts, for the augmentation of fmall

livings.
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livings, of an hundred pounds at a time ; his

conftant penfions to poor clergymen, to their

widows, to ftudents for their education at the

Univeriities, and to induftrious families, that were

Itruggling with the world ; the frequent fums
given by him, towards the repairs or building of

Churches and Vicarage-Houfes ; his liberal con-

tribution, to ail publick colledions, to the fup-

port of charity- fchools (one of which for fifty

children at Salifbury was wholly maintain-ed by
him,) and the many apprentices, at different

times put out to trades at his charge, were chari-

ties that could not be wholly concealed. Nor
were his alms conJSned to one nation, feft or

party ; want and merit in the obje<5t were the

only meafures of his Hberality. Thus when
Mr. Martin (minifter of Compton Chamberlein)

for refufing to take the oaths to the Government,
foon after the Revolution, had forfeited his Pre-

bend in the Church of Sarum ; the Bilhop, out

of his own Income, paid him the yearly value of
it, during his life. His ufual allowance for cha-

rity was five hundred pounds a-year, which he

often exceeded -, particularly in the two years

that he was Preceptor to the"Duke of Gloucefter, in

which time this article amounted to one and twenty
hundred pounds. In a word, no object of chrif-

tian compaiTion ever came within his knowledge,
without receiving a proportionable relief. He
looked upon himfelf, with regard to his epifco-

pal revenue, as a mere Truftee for the Church,
bound to expend the whole, in the maintenance
of a decent figure fuitable to his ftation, in hofpi-

tality, and .in ads of charity. And he had {o

faithfully ballanced this account, that at his death
no more of the income of his Bifhoprick remain-
ed to his family *, than what was barely fufficient

for the payment of his debts.

* This Mr. Mackney his fteward affursd lue appeared jn his

accounts.

4 But
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His Care But if he was thus hberal of his own purfe, hfe
of the re- ^^^ ^^^ j^jp^ ftridb in preferving the revenues of

the See. ^^^ ^^^> ^^^ ^^^ benefit of his fuccefTors, of
which this remarkable inftance may fufEce **

One of his predeceflbrs had converted a large

eftate at Monckton Farley, held of the Bilhop,

from a leafe of one and twenty years, into an

eftate for three lives, and had received a valuable

confideration for fo doing. Our Author refolved,

if poflible, to reftore it to the former tenure, as

being much more advantageous to the See : when
therefore one of the lives fell, he refufed to re^

new ; and when, the other two lives being very

unhealthy, Sir John Talbot offered him a thou-

fand pounds for the renewal of that one life, and
the change of the other two, he ftill perfifted in

his refufal : Till at length the tenant, apprehend-

ing the whole eftate would have fallen in, agreed to

accept of a leafe for one and twenty years, for which
the Biftiop would take no more than four hundred
pounds Fine to himfelf ; but made it part of his

agreement, that the tenant fliould pay ten pounds
yearly rent, to the minifter of the parifti, as a

perpetual augmentation to that poor Living, be-

iides the lifual referved rent to the See.

His death. In March 17 14- 15, being the fevcnty-fecond

year of his age, our Author was taken ill of a.

violent cold, which foon turned to a pleuritick fe-

ver ; he was attended in it, by his worthy friend

and relation Dr. Cheyne, who treated him with

the utmoft care and fkill : But finding the diftem*

per grew to a height, which feemed to baffle all

remedies, he called for the affiftance of Sir Hans
Sloane and Dr. Mead, who quickly found his

cafe was defperate. His charader was too well

known, to induce any one to conceal from him

* This I had from the minifter of Monckton Farley, and
many others at the time, and it was confirmed to me fmce by
Mr. Waftefield and Mr. Mackney.

the
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Mie danger his life v/as in. He bore the notice

of it, with that calm refignation to Providence,

which had always fupported him under the fe-

vereft trials. As he preferved his fenfes to the

laftj fo he employed the precious remnant of life,'

in continual afts of devotion, and in giving the

beft advice to his family ; of whom he toolv

leave, in a manner, that Ihewed the utmoft ten-

dernefs, accompanied with the firmed conftancy

of mind. And whilfl he was fo little fenfible

of the terrors of death, as to embrace its ap-

proach with joy ; he could not but exprefs a con-

cern, for the grief he faw it caufed in others. He
died on the feventeenth day of that month.

It would be a prefumption in me to attempt

the drawing his chara6ler ; when it has been done

by fo elegant a hand, as that of the late Marquis

of Halifax : As this beautiful Piece, I believe, has

never been made publick, the Reader will pardon

my inferting it here.

** Dr. Burnet * is like all men, who are above
f^jj ^^^,

" the ordinary level, feldom fpoke of in a mean, raaer, by

" he muft either be railed at or admired ; he has ^"^ ^^i-

"' a fwiftnefs of imamnation, that no other man ^'^1-'

£c J u Ji II
Halifax," comes up to -, and as our nature hardly allows

" us to have enough of any thing, without having
" too much, he cannot at all times fo hold in his
" thoughts, but that at fome time they may run
" away with him-, as it is hard for a veffel, that
"

is brirn-full, when in motion, not to run over ;

" and therefore the variety of matter, that he ever
"

carries about him, may throw out more, than
" an unkind critic would allow of. His firfl

" thoughts may fometimes require more digeftion,
" not from a defeft in his judgment, but from

" '* Th'ef. topy from \\hich this is printed^ -wis-- taken from
^*ie--given to the Bifliop, ia the Marquis of Halifax's o*h
iiiftai-vf/rking, which wasi in the Editoi's h^pi's-^pat is- at ^refeat

Vol. I. e " the
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" the abundance of his fancy, which furnifhes top.

" fall for him., His friends iove him too well,/tQ

" fee fm all ianlts •, or if they do, think that hi?

^.' great;er talents give him a privilege of ftraying

^' from the ftridt rules of caution, and exempt him
*' from the ordinary rules of cenfure. He pro-
*' duces fo fail, that what is well in his writings

" calls for admiration, and what is incorred; de-

" ferves an excufe •, he may in feme things require

" grains of allowance, which thofe only can deny
" him, v^ho are unknown or unjuft to him. He
5' is not quicker in difcerning other men's faults,

^' than he is in torgiving them -, fo ready, or rather

'* glad to acknowledge his own, that from

.

*' blemifhes they become ornaments. All the re-

". peated provocations of his indecent adverfaries,

" have had no other effeft, than the fetting his

*' good-nature in fo much a better light ; fince his

*' anger never yet went farther than to pity them.
*' That heat, which in mofl other men raifes

" fharpnefs and fatire, in him glows into warmth
" for his friends, and compalTion for thofe in

^' want and mifery. As dull men have quick
*' eyes, in difcerning the fmaller faults of thofe,

*' that nature has made fuperior to them, they d^
*' not mifs one blot he makes : and being beholden
*' only to their barrennefs for their difcretion, they
*' fall upon the errors, which arife out of his

^^ abundance ; and by a miftake into which their

^' malice betrays them, they think that by finding

^' a mote in his eye, they hide the beams, that are

^' in their own. His quicknefs makes writing fp

"^*^ eafy a thing to him, that his fpirits are neither

^*- wafted nor foured by it : The foil is not forced,
*' every thing grows, and brings forth without
^' pangs ', which diftinguifhes as much what he
*' does, from that which fmells of the lamp, as

^^ a good palate will difcern between fruit, which
^^ comes from a rich mould, and that which taftcs

^ gf the \inrci?anly p^insj that h.d,ye ^een beftowed

1* vjpeft
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" upon it. He makes many ginemies, by fetting 1676.
** an ill-natured example of living, which they <u»v^o

" are not inclined to follow. His indifference for

*' preferment, his contempt not only of fplendor,
*' but of all unneceflary plenty, his degrading him-
*' felf into the loweft and moft painful duties of
" his calling -, are fuch unprelatical qualities, that
'* let him be never fo orthodox in other things,
*' in thefe he muft be a Diffenter. Virtues of fuch
*' a ftamp are fo many herefies, in the opinion of
*' thofe Divines, who have foftened the primitive
'' injunftions, fo as to make them fuit better with
" the prefent frailty of mankind. No wonder then,
*' if they are angry, fmce it is in their own de-
*' fence, or that from a principle of felf-prefer-

** vation they fhould endeavour to fupprefs a man,
• whofe parts are a fliame, and whofe life is a
<' fcandal to them,"
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THE

P R E F A C
^^^ AM now beginning to review and

r^^Sfe write over again the hiftory of my
own time, which I firft undertook

twenty years ago *, and have been

'^WM. continuing it from year to year ever

fince : And I fee fome realbn to re-

view it all. I had while I was very young a greater

knowledge of affairs than is ufual at that age ; for

my father, who had'-been engaged in great friend-

* This Killory he writ fome time before the year 1705,
but how long, he has not any where told; only it appears it-

was then finiiheJ, becaufe in the beginning of the reign of King
William and Queen Mary he dates the concinuation of his hifto-

ry on the firft day of May, 170$.

Vol. L B fhips



The PREFACE.
ihips with men of both fides, living then retired

from all bufinefs, as he took my education wholly
into his own hands, fo he took a fort of pleafure

to relate to me the feries of all publick affairs. And
as he was a man fo eminent for probity and true piety '

that I had ail reafon to believe him, fo I faw fuch

an impartial fenfe of things in him, that I had as

little reafon to doubt his judgment as his fmcerity.

For tho' he adhered fo firmly to the King and his

fide, that he was the fmgular inftance in Scotland

of a man of fome note who from the beginning to

the end of the war never once owned or fubmitted

to the new form of govenment fet up all that while

;

yet he did very freely complain of the errours of

the King's Government, and of the Bilhops of

Scotland. So that upon this foundation I fet out

at firft to look into the fecret condud of affairs

among us.

I fell into great acquaintance and friendlhips

with feveral peribns who either were or had been

Minifters of ftate, frorn whom when the fecret of

affairs was over I ftudied to know as many parti-

culars as 1 could draw from them. I faw a great

.deal more among the Papers of the Dukes of Ha-
milton than was properly a part of their memoirs,

or fit to be told at that time : For when a licence

was to be obtained, and a work was to be publilhed

fit for that family to own, things foreign to their

Miniltry, or hurtful to any other families, were

not to be intermixed with the account I then gave

of the late wars. And now for above thirty years

I have lived in fuch intimacy with all who hav€

had the chief condud: of affairs, and have been fo

much trufted, and on fo many important occafions

employed by them, that I have been able to pene-

trate far into the true fecrets of counfels and de-

. figns.

This made me tw'enty years ago write down Jl

relation of all that I had known to that timei

Where I was in the dark, I pail over all, and on-
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jy t^ened thofe tranfadlions that I had particular

feccafions to know. My chief defign in writing

was to give a true view of men and of counfels,

leaving pubHck tranfaclions to Gazettes and the

publick hiilorians of the times. I writ with a de-

fign to make both my felf and my readers wifer

and better, and to lay open the good and bad of

all (ides and parties, as clearly and impartially as

I my felf underftood it, concealing nothing that I

thought fit to be known, and reprefenting things

in their natural colours without art or difguife,

without any regard to kindred or friends, to par-

ties or interefts : For I do folemnly fay this to the

world, and make my humble appeal upon it to the

great God of truth, that I tell the truth on all oc-

cafionsi as fully and freely as upon my befb inquiry

I have been able to find it out. Where things ap-

pear doubtful I deliver them with the fame incer-

tainty to the world.

Some may perhaps think that inftead of favour-

ing my own profeflion, I have been more fevere

upon them than was needful. But my zeal for the

true intereft of Religion and of the Clergy made
me more careful to undeceive good and well mean-
ing men of my own order and profelTion for the

future, and to deliver them from common preju-

dices and miflaken notions, than to hide or exqufe

the faults of thofe whx^ will be perhaps gone off the

ftage before this work appeir on it. I have given

the charaders of men very impartially and copi-

oufly ; for nothing guides onesjudgment more truly

in a relation of matters of faft, than the knowing
the tempers and principles of the chief aftors.

If I have dwelt too long on the affairs of Scot-

land, fome allowance is to be made to the affetSti-

on all men bear to their native country. I alter

nothing of what I wrote in the firft draught of this

work, only I have left out a great deal that was
perfonal to my felf, and to thofe I am defcended

B 2 from:
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from : So that this is upon the matter the fame
work with very httle change made in it.

I look on the perfe6ting of this work, and the

carrying it on thro' the remaining part of my life,

as the greateii fervice I can do to God and to the

world i and therefore I fet about it with great care

and caution. For I reckon a lie in hiflory to be as

much a greater fm than a lie in common difcourfe,

as the one is like to be more lafting and more ge-

nerally known than the other. I find that the long

Experience I have had of the bafenefs, the malice,

and the falfhood of mankind, has inclined me to

be apt to think generally the worft both of men and
of parties : and indeed the peevifhnefs, the ill na-

ture, and the ambition of many clergymen has

Iharpned my fpirits perhaps too much againft them :

So 1 warn my reader to take all that 1 fay on thefe

heads with fome grains of allowance, tho' I have

watched over my felf and my pen fo carefully that

I hope there is no great occafion for this apology.

I have fhewed this hiltory to feveral of my
friends, who were either very partial to me, or they

elteemed that this work (chiefly when it fhouldbe

over and over again retouched and poiilhed by me,
which very probably I Ihall be doing as long as I

live) might prove of fome ufe to the world, i have

on defign avoided all laboured periods or artificial

ilrains, and have writ in as clear and plain a ftyle

as was pofTible, chufing rather a copious enlarge-

ment, than a dark concifenefs.

And now, O my God, the God of my life, and
of all my mercies, I offer this work to thee, to

whofe honour it is chiefly intended •, that thereby I

may awaken the world to juft refleftions on their

own errours and follies, and call on them to ac-

knowledge thy Providence, to adore it, and ever

to depend on it.

THE
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My Own Times.

BOOK I.

A fummary Recapitulation of the ftate of

Affairs in Scotland, both in Church and

State ; from the beginning of the Troubles,

to the Reftoration of King Charles the

Second, 1660.

H E mifchiefs of civil wars are fo

great and kiting, and the effe6ts of

them branching out by many acci-

dents, that were not thought on at

firft, much lefs intended, into fuch

milchievous confequences, that I

have thought it an enquiry that might be of greati

ufe both to Prince and People, to look carefully

into the firft beginnings and occahons of them, to

obferve their progrefs, and the errours of both

Jiandsj the protocations that were given, and the

B 3 jealoufies
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jealoufies that were raifed by thefc, together with

the excelles into which both (ides have run by
turns. And tho' the v/ars be over long ago, yet

fince they have left among us fo many feeds of

lafting feuds and animofities, which upon every

turn are apt to ferment and to break out a-new,

it will be an ufeful as well as a pleafant enquiry

to look back to the firft original of them, and to

obferve by what degrees and accidents they gathered

ftrength, and at lall broke forth into a flame.

The dif- ^^^^ Reformation of Scotland was popular and

traaions parliamentary : The Crown was, during that time^^

during either on the head of a Qiieen that was abfent, or
?'"S

^ of a King that was an infant; During his minority

iiinority^^-
matters were carried on by the feveral Regents, fo

as was moft agreeable to the prevailing humour
of the Nation. But when King James grew to be

of age, he found two parties in the kingdom.
The one was, of thofe who wiifhed well to the in-

tereft of the Qiieen his Mother, then a prifoner

in England : Thefe were either profeiTed Papills,

, or men believed to be indifferent as to all religions.

The reft were her inveterate enemies, zealous for

the Reformation, and fixed in a dependence on the

Crown of England, and in a jealoufy of France.

When that king faw that thofe who were moft in

his interefts we're likewife jealous of his authority,

and apt to encroach upon it, he hearkned firft to

the infmuations of his Mother's party, who were

always infufing in him a jealoufy of thefe his

friends ; faying, that by ruining his Mother, .ari4

fetting hirri in her room while a year old^ they

had ruined monarchy, and made the Crown fub-

jeft and precarious j and had put him in a very

unnatural pofture, of being feized of his Mother's

Crown while fhe was in exile and a prifoner-, ad-

ding, that he was but a king in name, the power
being in the hands of thofe who were under the

management of the queen of England.

Their
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Their infinuations would have been of lefs force. The prac-

if the Houfe of Guife, who were his Coufin Ger- ^Jfcfofths

mans, had not been engaged in great defigns, of ^^^if^

transferring the Crown of France from the Houfe
of Bourbon to themfelves i in order to which it

was neceffary to embroil England, and to draw

the king of Scotland into their interefts. So under

the pretence of keeping up the old alliances be-

tween France and Scotland, they fent creatures of

their own to be Ambafladours there j and they

alfo fent a graceful young man, who, as he was
the King's neareft kinfman by his father, was of fo.

agreeable a temper that he became his favourite,

and was made by him Duke of Lenox. He was

known to be a Papift, tho' he pretended he

changed his religion, and became in profelTion a

Proteftant.

The court of England difcovered all thefe arti-

fices of the Guifians, who were then the moil im-

placable enemies of the Reformation, and were

managing all that train of plots againft Queen
Elizabeth, that in conclufion proved fatal to tha

Queen of Scots. And when the Englifli Minifters

faw the inclinations of the young King lay fo

ftrongly that way, that all their applications tq

gain him were ineffedlual, they infufed fuch a jea-

loufy, of him into all their party in Scotland, that

both Nobility and Clergy were much alarmed

a; it.

But King Jamei learnt early that piece of King-

craft, of difguifing, or at leaft denying every thing

fhat was obferved in his behaviour that gav.e,

offence.

The main jnftance in which the French manage-
ment appeared, was that he could not be prevailed

pn to enter into any treaty of marriage. It was
notfafe to talk of marrying a Papift •, and as long
as the Duke of Guife lived, the King, tho' theri

three and twenty and the qtA^ perfon of his fami-

B4"" ^ "

.
ly,
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ly, would hearken to no propofition for marrying

a Proteftant.

King But when the Duke of Guife was killed at Blois,

James in and that- Flenry the third was murdered foon after,

the inter- jq ^^j^^t Henry the fourth came in his room, King
eitot jing-

j^j^gg ^^s j^Q rnore in a French management : So
prefently after he married a Daughter ofDenmark,^
and ever after that he wa:s wholly managed by
Queen Elizabeth and her Minifcers. I have feen-

• many letters among Walfingham's papers that dif-

cover the commerce between the Houfe of Guile:

and him* :< But the mpft valuable ofthefe is along
paper of infirudlions to one Sir Richard Wigmore,
a great man "for hunting, and for all fuch fports,

to which King James Was out of meafure addifted.

The Queen ahtonted him-'pubiickly : Upon which'

he pretended he could live no longer in England,'

and therefore withdrew t6 Scotland. But all this

was a contrivance of Wailingham^i-' who thought

him a fit perfon to get into that King's favour: So
that affront was deiigned to give him the more
credit, i :He was very particutariy inftruftedin-all

the proper methods to gain upon the King's con-

fidence, and to obferve and give an account of all

he faw in hirn ; which he did very faithfully, -'^By

thefe inl^runions it appears that Wailingharn

thought that King was either inclined to turn Pa-
pift, or to' be of no religion. And when the court

of England faw that they could not depend on
him, they raifed all poffibk oppofition to him in

Scotland^ 'infufing llrong jealoufies into thole'who

were enough inclined to receive them.- -• -'', '^ '-^- '

A cenfare This is the great defect that runs thro* Ardhbi-
pFSpotf- fliop Spotfwood's hiftory, whefe tnuch of^the rude
wood's oppofition that King met with, particularly from
'y°^^' the Affemblies of the Kirk, is fet forth ; but the

true ground of all the jealoufies they 'Were pOf-

feffed-with is fuppreffed by him. After his-Hiar-

riage they fliudied. to remove thefe fulpicions all

t :, * That is, between the Ho!uf^ of Guife and King James.
'

'

" '

that
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that was poffible -, and he granted the Kirk all the.

laws they defired, and got his temporal authority

to be better eilablifhed than it was before : Yet as

the jealoufies of his ficklenefs in religion were ne-

ver quite removed, fo they gave him many new
difgufts : They wrought in him a moll inveterate

hatred of prefbytery, and of the power of the

Itirk i and he fearing an oppodtion in his fucceed-

.

ing to the Crown of England, from the Papift

party, which, tho' it had little llrength in the

Houfe of Commons, yet was very great in the

Houfe of Lords, and was very conliderable in all

.

the northern parts, and among the body of the

people, employed feveral perfons who were known
to be Papifts tho' they complied outwardly. The..

chief of thefe were Elphinfton, Secretary of State,

whom he made Lord Balmerinoch -, and Seaton,-

afterwards Chancellour andLarl of Dunfermhng..j "^
„

By their means, he ftudied to afiureihe Papifts that died to

'

he would connive at the'm. A letter was alfo writ' gain the

to the pope by him giving affurance of this, which '^^r^^^s.

when it came to be publiihed by Bellarmin, upon
the profecution of the recufants after the difcovery

of the Gunpowder Plot, Balmerinoch did affirm,

that he out of zeal to the king's fervice got his

hand to it, having put it in the bundle of papers

that were figned in courfe, without the King's

knowing any thing of it. Yet when that difco-'

covery drew no other feverity but the turning him
out of office, and the paffing a fentence condemn-
ing him to die for it (which was prefently par-

doned, and he was after a fhort confinement reftored

to his liberty,) all men believed that the King
knew of the letter, and that the pretended confeffi-

on of the Secretary was only, collulion, to lay the

jealoufies of the King's favouring Popery, which
ftill hung upon him notwithftanding his writing
cm the Revelation, and his afFed:ing to enter on all

pccallons into controverfy, aflerting in particular

that the Pope was- Antichrift,

-
'

'
" •

'
' As
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And to fe- As he took thefe methods to manage the Popilli
cure the party, he was much more careful to fecure to him-

to the' ^^^^ ^^^ body of the EngUfh nation. Cecill, af-

Crown of terwards Earl of Salifbury, Secretary to Queen
England. Elizabeth, entred into a particular confidence with

him : And this was managed by his Ambaffador
Bruce, a younger brother of a noble family in.

Scotland, who carried the matter with fuch addrefs

and fecrecy, that all the great Men of England,
without knowing of one another's doing it, and
without the Queen's fufpeding any thing concern-

ing it, figned in writing an engagement to affert

and ftand by the King of Scots right of fucceflion.

This great fervice was rewarded by making him
Mafter of the Rolls, and a Peer of Scotland : And
as the king did raife Cecil and his friends to the

greateft pofts and dignities, fo he raifed Bruce's

family here in England.
Tnat When that king came to the Grown of Englanct
King's er-

j^g difcbvered his hatred to the Scotifh Kirk on mas.

Govern- ^^ occalions, in which he gratified his refentment

ment. without confulting his interefts. He ought to

have put his utmoft ftrength to the finilhing what
he but faintly begun for the union of both King-

doms, which was loft by his unreafonable partiality

in pretending that Scotland ought to be confidered

in this union as the third part of the Ifle of Great

Britain, if not more. So high a demand ruined

the defign. But when that failed, he Ihould then

haveftudied to keep the affedions of that Nation

firm to him : And certainly he, being fecure of

that Kingdom, might have fo managed matters,

as to have prevented that disjointing which hap-

pened afterwards both in his own reign, and more
tragically in his fon's. He thought to effe6t this

by his profufe bounty to many of the Nobility of

that Kingdom, and to his domeftick fervants

:

But as moft of thefe fettling in England were of

no further ufe to him in that defign, fo his fetting

up Epifcopacy in Scotland, and his conftant aver-!

fioi^



before the R e s t o r a t i o n. n
fipn to the Kirk^ how right foever it might be in

it (elf, was a great errour in policy ; for the poor-

er that Kingdom was, it was both the more eafy

to gain them, and the more dangerous to offend

them. So the terrour which the affedtions of th^

Scotch Nation might have juftly given the En|^ilh

was foon loft, by his engaging the whole govern-

ment to fupport that, which was then very contra-

ry to the bent and genius of the Nation.

But tho* he fet up Billiops, he had no revenues He fet «p
to give them, but what he was to purchafe for. EpiCcopa-

them. During his minority all the tithes and the j^^'^^'^^'''

church lands were vefted in the Crown : But this

was only in order to the granting them away to

the men that bore the chief fway. It is true, when
he came of age he according to the law of Scot-

land paft a general revocation of all that had been

done in his infancy : And by this he could have

refumed all thofe grants. He, and after him his

ion, fucceeded in one part of his defign : For by
ad: of Parliament a Court was eredled that was tp

examine and fequefter a third part of the tithes in

every parifh, and fo make a competent provilion

put of them to thofe who ferved the cure ; which
had been referved in the great alienation for the

iervice of the church. This was carried at firft to

a proportion of about thirty pounds a year, and
was afterwards in his fon's time raifed to about

iifty pounds a year ; which confidering the plenty

and way of living in that country is a very liberal

provifion, and is equal in value to thrice that fum
in the fouthern parts of England. In this he had
jbijth the clergy and the body of the people on his

fide. But he could not fo eafily provide for the

Bilhops : They were at firft forced to hold their

former cures with fome fmall addition.

But as they aftlimed at their firft fetting up little With a 3c-

tnore authority than that of a conftant prefidentoffigntocar-

the preft)yters, fo they met with much rough op- ^ "^/^tters

{^pfition. The King intended to carry on a con-
' '- " ' ' formity
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formlty in matters of religion with England, and
he begun to buy in from the Grantees many of the
eftates that belonged to the Bilhopricks. It was
alfo fena6ted, that a form of prayer Ihould be
drawn for Scotland : And the King was autho;-

rizeS to appoint the habits in which the divine

offices were to be performed. Some of the chief,

holy-days were ordered to be obferv'd. The Sa-

crament was to be received kneeling, and to be
given to the fick. Confirmation was ena6ted ; as

alfo the ufe of the Crofs in Baptifm. Thefe things

were firft paft in general afiemblies, which were
compofed of Bifhops and the deputies chofen by
the Clergy, who fat ail in one houfe : And in it

they reckoned the Bifhops only as fmgle votes.-

Great oppofition was made to all thefe Heps : And
the whole force of the Government was llrained.

to carry elections to thofe meetings, or to take off

thofe who were chofen; in which it was; thought

that no fort of pradlice was omitted. . It was pre-

tended, that fome were frighted, and others were
corrupted.

Erroursof' The Bilhops themfelves did their part very ill,

the Bi- They generally grew haughty: They neglecfled
°?^* their functions, and were often at Court, and lofl

all efteem with the people. Some few that were
ftridter and more learned did lean fo grolly to

Popery, that.the heat and violence of the Refor-

mation became the main fubjed of their fermona

and difcourfes. King James grew weary of this

oppofition, or was fo apprehenfive.of the ill effedls

that it might have, that, what through floth or

fear, and what by reafon of the great diforder into

which his ill conduft brought his affairs in England
in his latter years, he went no further in his de-

figns on Scotland. . l

Prince He had three children. His eldeft, Pripce

Henry Henry, was a Prince of great hopes ; but fo very
was be- i[jj-^]e Jj|^g j^jg father, that he was rather feared thm

hJmilon-^^^^^ by hipQ. tie was fo zealous -a Vxgt^Mnti

cd. that*
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that, when his father was entertaining proporti-

ons of marrying him to popifh PrinceiTes, once

to the Archduchefs, and at another time to a

daughter of Savoy, he in a letter, that he wrote to

the King on the twelfth of that Odtober in whi'ch

iie died (the original of which Sir William Cook
fhewed me) defired, that if his father married him
that way it might be with the youngeft perfon of

the two, of whofe converfion he might have

hope, and that any liberty Ihe might be allowed

for her religion might be in the privateft manner
poflible. Whether this averfion to Popery haften'd

his death or not I cannot tell. Colonel Titus af-

fured me that he had from Kins; Charles the firfl's

own mouth, that he was well affured he was poi-

foncd by the Earl of Somerfet's means. It is cer-

tain, that from the time of the Gunpowder Plot,

King James was fo ftruck with the terror of that

danger he was then fo near, that ever after he had
no mind to provoke the Jefuits ; for he faw what
they were capable of.

And fmce I name that confpiracy which the Pa- TheGun-

pifts in our days have had the impudence to deny, F^der-

and to pretend it was an artifice of Cecill's to en-

gage fome defperate men into a Plot, which he

managed fo that he could difcover it when he
pleafed, I will mention what I my felf faw, and
had for fome time in my poffeffion. Sir Everard
Digby died for being of the Confpiracy : He was
the Father of the" famous Sir Kenelm Digby. The
family being ruined upon- the death ot Sir Ke-
nelm's Son, when the executors were looking out
for writings to make out the titles of the eilates

they were to fell, they were direfted by an old fer-

vant to a cupboard that was very artificially hid,

;

in which fome papers lay that fhe had obferved Sir

Kenelm. was oft reading. They looking int6 it

' found a velvet bag, within which there werfe two
other filk bags : (So carefully v^^ere thofe rel'icks

kept :) And there was within thefe a colledion of

all
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all the letters that Sir Everard writ during his itti-

prifpninent. In thefe he exprefles great trouble^

tecaufe he heard fome of their friends blamed
|:l}eir undertaking : He highly magnifies it -, and
fays, if he had many lives he wowld willingly have
facrificed them ail in carrying it on. In one paper

he fays, they had taken that care that there wer6
not above two or three worth faving, to whom
they had not given notice to keep out of the way i

And in none of thofe papers does he exprefs any
fort of remorfe for that, which he had been engaged
in, and for wliich he fufFered.

King Upon the difcovery of that Plot there was a ge-
James was neral profecutlon of all Papifts fet on foot: But

th f
- -^^"g James was very uneafy at itj which was

jliiits.
much encreafed by what Sir Dudly Carlton told

him upon his return from Spain, where he had
been AmbalTadour v (which I had from the Lord
Hollis, who faid to me that Sir Dudly Carlton

told it to himfelf, and was much troubled when
he faw it had an effe<5t contrary to what he had in-

tended.) When he came home, he found the

King at Theobald's hunting in a very carelefs and

unguarded manner : And upon that^ in order to

the putting him on a more careful looking to him-
felf, he told the King he muft either give over

that way of hunting, or flop another hunting that

he was engaged in, which was Prieft hunting :

For he had intelligence in Spain that the Priefls

were comforting themfelves with this, that if he

went on againfl them they would foon get rid of

him : Queen Elizabeth was a woman of form, and

was always fo well attended, that all their plots

againfl her failed, and were never brought to any
effedl : But a Prince who was always in woods or

. forefls would be eafily overtaken. The King fent

- for him in private to enquire more particularly into

this : And he faw it had made a great imprefTion

on him: But wrought otherwife than he in-

tended. For the King, who refolved to gratifie his

4 humour
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humour in hunting and in a carelefs and irregular

way of life, did immediately order all that profe-

cution to be let fall. I have the minutes of the

Council Books of the year 1 606, which are full of

orders to difcharge and tranfport Priefts, fome-

times ten in a day. From thence to his dying day

he continued always writing and talking againft 4^

Popery, but ading for it. He married his only

daughter to a Proteftant Prince, one of the moft

zealous and fmcere of them all, the Eleftor Pala-

tine ; upon which a great Revolution happened in

the affairs of Germany. The eldeft branch of the The Elec-

Houfe of Auftria retained fome of the impreffions tor Pala-

that their Father Maximilian 11. ftudied to infufe
J'.^"^'^'^"'

into them, who as he was certa,inly one of the beft
*

and wifeft Princes of thefe latter ages, fo he was
unakerably fixed in his opinion againft perfecution

for matters of confcience : His own fentiments

were fo very favourable -to the Proteftant dodlrine,

that he was thought inwardly theirs. His brother

Charles of Grats was on the other hand wholly

managed by the Jefuits, and was a zealous patron
of theirs, and as zealoufly fupported by them,
Rodolph and Matthias reigned one after another,

but without ilTue. Their brother Albert was then

dying in Flanders : So Spain with the popifh in-

tereft joined to advance Ferdinand, the fon of
Charles of Grats : And he forced Matthias to re-

fign the Crown of Bohemia to him, and got him-
felfto be elefted King. But his government became
quickly fevere : He refolved to extirpate the Protcf-

tants, and began to break thro' the privileges that

were fecured to them by the laws ofthat kingdom. "

This occafioned a general infurredion, which The Af-

was followed by an aflembly of the States, who ^^'""^ '*^,

together with thofe of Silefia, IVforavia and Lufe-
^°^^"^^'»-

tia joined in depofing Ferdinand^ And they offer-

ed their Crown firft to the Duke of Saxony who
refufed it, and then to the Eletflor Palatine who
accepted of it, being encouraged to it by his^'two,

"uncles
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iincles Maurice Prince of Orange and the Duke
of Boullion. But he did not afk the advice of King
James : He only gave him notice of it when he-

had accepted the offer. Here was the probableft'

occafion that has been offered fince the Reforma-
tion for its full eflablifhment.

The Englifh Nation was much inclined to fup-

port it : And it was expedted that fo near a con-

junftion might have prevailed on the King : But
he had an invincible averfion to war -, and was fo

poffeffed of the opinion of a divine right in all

Kings, that he could not bear that even an eledlive

and limited King fhould be called in queflion by
his fubjecls : So he would never acknowledge his

fon- in-law King, nor give him any alfiftance, for

the fupport of his new dignity. And tho' it was
alfo reckoned on, that France would enter into any
defign that fhould bring down the houfe of Au-
ftria, and Spain by confequence, yet even that

was diverted by the means ofDe Luynes j a worth-

lefs but abfolute favourite, whom the Archduchefs

Ifabella, Princefs of the Spanilh Netherlands

gained, to oblige the King * into a neutrality by
giving him the richefb^heirefs then in Flanders^

' the daughter of Peguiney, left to her diipofa-1,

whom he married to his brother.

Thedifor- Thus poor Frederick was left without any afTift"

dersin ance. The jealoufy that the Lutherans had of the
Holland, afcendant that the Calvinifts might gain by this

accefTion had an unhappy fhare in the coldnefs

which all the Princes of ^that confeflion fhewed to-

wards him ; tho' Saxony only declared for Ferdi-

nand, who likewife engaged the Duke of Bavaria

at the head of a catholick league to maintain his

interefts- Maurice Prince of Orange had em-
broiled Holland by the efpoufing the controverfy

about the decrees of God in oppofition to the Ar-
minian party, and by ere6ting a new and illegal

court by the authority of the States General to

It is'plairi here mull be meant b/ Kisg the King ofFrance.

judge

c
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judge of the affairs of the Province of Holland %

'

which was plainly contrary to their conftitutioni

by which every Province is a Sovereignty within

itfelf, not at all fubordinate to the States Genera],

who ad: only as Plenipotentiaries of the feveral

Provinces to maintain their union and their com*
hion concerns. By that affembly Barnevelt was
condemned and executed : Grotius and others were
condemned to perpetual imprifonment : And an ,

iaflembly of the minifters of the feveral Provinces

met at Dort by the fame authority, and con-

demned and deprived die Arminians. Maurice's

enemies gave it out that he managed all this on dc-

fign to make himfelf mailer of the Provinces, and
to put thofe who were like to oppofe him out of
the way. But tho' this feem a wild and groundr
lefs imagination, and not poITible to be compalled i

yet it is certain that he looked on Barnevelt and
his party as men who were fo jealous of him and of

a military power, that as they had forced the truce

with Spain, fo they would be very unwilling to be-

gin a new war ; tho' the difputes about Juliers and
Cleves had almoft engaged them, and the truce was
now near expiring ; at the end of which he hoped,

if delivered from the oppofition that he might look
for from that party, to begin the war anew. By
thefe means^ there was a great fermentation over all

the Provinces, fo that Maurice was not then in

condition to give the elefted King any conliderable

afTiilance -, tho' indeed he needed it much, for his

conduft was very weak. He affe6ted the gran-

deur of a regal court, and the magnificence of a

crowned head too early : And his Queen fet up
fome of the gay diverfions that fbe had been
accuftomed to in her father's court, fuch as balls

and maflcs, v/hich very much difgufted the good
Bohemians, who thought that a revolution made
on the account of religion ought to have put on a

greater appearance of ferioufnefs and fimplicity.

Thefe particulars I had from the children of fome
who belonged to that court. The eleded King

Vol. I. C was
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v/as quickly overthrown, and driven, not only out

of chore his new dominions, but likewife out of

his hereditary countries : He tied to Holland, where

he ended his days. 1 will go no farther in a mat-

ter fo v/ell known as King James's ill conduft in

the whole feries of that war, and that unheard-of

practice of fending his only Son thro' France into

Spain, of which the relations we have are fo full

that I can add nothing to them.

Some paf- I will only here tell fome particulars with rela-

fages of tion to Germany, that Fabricius, the wifeft divine
the Reli-

j l^new among them, told me he had from Charles

U^"g° Lewis the Eiedor Palatine's own mouth. He
Princes, faid, Frederick 11. who firfl reformed the Palati-

nate, whofe life is fo curioufly writ by Thomas
Hubert of Liege, refolved to iliake off Popery,

and to fet up Lutheranifm in his country : But a

counfellour of his faid to him, that the Lutherans

would always depend chiefly on the Houfe of Sax-

cny ', fo it would not become him who was the

firft Eleftor to be only the fecond in the party : It

was more for his dignity to become a Calviniil

:

He would be the head of that party : It would
give him a great intereft in Switzerland, and make
the Huguenots of France and in the Netherlands

depend on him,. He w^as by that determined to

declare for the Helvetian confefTion. But upon
the ruin of his family the Duke of Newburgh had

an enterview with the Eleftor of Brandenburgh

about their concerns in Juliers and Cleves : And
he perfuaded that Eledor to turn Calviniil ; for

fince their tamily was fallen, nothing would more
contribute to raife the other than the efpoufing that

fide, which would naturally come under his pro-

teftion : But he added, that for himfelf he had
turned Papill, fince his little Principality lay fo

near both Auftria and Bavaria. This that Ele6tor

told with a fort of pleafure, when he made it ap-

pear that other Princes had no. more fenfe of reli-

gion than he himfelf had.

3 Other
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Other circLimftances concurred to. make King King

James's reign inglorious. The States having bor--
^''^J^^^

rowed great fums of money ot Queen Elizabeth,
^itj, rjig

they gave her the Brill and Flufhing, with feme cautiona-

other places of lefs note, in pawn till the money ry'^ owns.

Ihould be repaid. Soon after his coming to the

Crown of England he entered into fecret treaties

with Spain, in order to the forcing the States to a

peace : One article was, that if they were obfti-

nate he would deliver thefe places to the Spaniards,

"When the truce was made, Barnevelt, tho' he had

promoted it, yet knov/ing the fecret article, he faw

they were very unfafe while the keys of Holland

and Zealand were in the hands of a Prince^ who
might perhaps fell them, or make an ill ufe of

them : So he perfuaded the States to redeem the

mortgage by repaying the money that England had
lent, for which thefe places v/ere put into their

hands : And he came over himfeif to treat about it.

King James, who was profufe upon his favourites

and fervanrs, was delighted with the profpedl of

fo much money ^ and immediately, without calling

a Parliament to advife with them about it, he did

yield to the propofition. So the money was paidj

and the places were evacuated. But his profufe-

nefs drew two other things upon him, which

broke the whole authority of the Crown, and the

dependence of the Nation upon it. The Crown
had a great eftate over all England, which was all

let out upon leafes for years, and a fmall rent was

referved. So moft of the great families of the Na- j^jng

tion were the tenants of theCrown, and a great many James

burroughs were depending on the eftates fo held, ^'^o^^ ^^^

The renewal of thefe leafes brought in fines to the
^J^^^^j.^

^
*

Crown, and to the great officers : Befides that the Crown,

fear of being denied a renewal kept all in a depend*

ence on the Crown. King James obtained of his Par-

liament a power of granting, that is felling, thofe

eftates for ever, with the referve of the old quic-

jrent : And all the money raifed by this was profufely

C 2 fquandexed
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fquandered away. Another main part ofthe regal

authority was the Wards, which anciently the

Crown took into their own management. Our
Kings were, according to the firft inftitution, the

Guardians of the Wards. They bred them up in

their courts, and difpofed of them in marriage as

they thought fit. Afterwards they compounded,

or forgave them, or gave them to fome branches

of the family, or to provide the younger children.

But they proceeded in this very gently : And the

chief care after the Reformation was to breed the

Wards Proteftants. Still all were under a great

dependance by this means. Much money was not

raifed this way : But families were often at mercy,

and were ufed according to their behaviour. King
James granted thefe generally to his fervants and

favourites : And they made the moft of them. So
that what was before a dependence on the Crown,
and was moderately compounded for, became then

a moll exafting oppreffion, by which feveral fa-

milies were ruined. This went on in King Charles's

time in the fame method. Our Kings thought

they gave little when they difpofed of a Ward, be-

caufe they made little of them. All this raifed

fuch an outcry, that Mr. Pierpoint at the Refto-

ration gathered fo many inftances of thefe, and re-

prefented them fo effeitually to that Houfe of

Commons that called home King Charles the fe-

cond, that he perfuaded them to redeem them-

felves by an offer of excife, which indeed produces

a much greater revenue, but took away the de-

pendence in which all families were held by the

dread of leaving their heirs expofed to fo great a

danger. Pierpoint valued himfelf to me upon
this fervice he did his country, at a time when
things were fo little confidered on either hand, that

the court did not feem to apprehend the value of

what they parted with, nor the country of what
they purchafed.

Befides
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Befides thefe publick adlings King James fuf- Other er-

fefed much in the opinion of all people by his ^^l"""
*^'^

ftrange way of ufing one of the greatell men of that
'^^^^^'

age, Sir Walter Raleigh •, againft whom the pro-

ceedings at firft were much cenfured, but the lail

part of them was thought botk barbarous and ille-

gal. The whole bufinefs of the earl of Somerfet's

rife and fall, ofthe Countefs of Effex and Overbury,

the putting the inferior perfons to death for that

infamous poifoning, and the fparing the princi-

pals, both the earl of Somerfet and his Lady, were

fo odious and inhuman, that it quite funk the re-

putation of a reign, that on many other accounts

was already much expofed to contempt and cen-

fure ; which was the more fenfible, becaufe it fuc-

ceeded fuch a glorious and happy one. King
James in the end of his reign was become weary l

of the Duke of Buckingham, who treated him with '

fuch an air of infolent contempt, that he feemed at

laft refolved to throw him off, but could not think

of taking the load of government on himfelf, and
fo refolved to bring the Earl of Somerfet again

into favour, as that Lord reported it to fome from
whom I had it. He met with him in the night

in the gardens at Theobalds : Two bed-chamber
men were only in the fecret : The king embraced
him tenderly and with many tears : The Earl of

Somerfet believed the fecret was not well kept

;

for foon after the King was taken ill vv'ith fome iits }

pf an ague and died of it. My father was then in HisDeath..

London, and did very much fufped: an ill prac-

tice in the matter: But perhaps Doj^or Craig, my
mother's uncle, who was one of the, King's phy-
ficians, poffefTed him with thefe appr^enfions ;, for

he was difgraced for faying he beljeved the king
was poifoned. It is certain no King could die >
iefs lamented or lefs efteemed than he was. This
funk the credit of the Bi£hops of Scotland, whoi
as they were his creatures, fo they were obliged to

.^ great dependence on him, and were thought
C

3 guilty
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guilty of grofs and abject flattery towards him.

His reign in England was a continued courfe of

*f mean praftices. The firft condemnation of Sir

Walter Raleigh was very black : But the executing

him after fo many years, and after an employment*

that had been given him, was counted a barbarous

facriiicing him to the Spaniards. The rile and

fall of the Earl of Somerfet, and the fwift progrefs

of the Duke of Buckingham/s greatnefs, were

things that expofed him to the cenfure of all the

world. I have feen the originals of about twenty

letters that he wrote to the Prince and that duke
while they were in Spain, which fhew a m.eannefs

as well as a fondnefs that render him very con-

temptible. I'he great Figure the Crown of Eng-
\, land had made in Queen Elizabeth's time, who

had rendred her fell the arbiter of chriftendomj

and was the wonder of the age, was fo much eclip-

fed if not quite darkened during this reign, that

King James was becom.e the fcorn of the age

;

and while hungry writers flattered him out of

meafure at home, he was defpifed by all abroad as

a pedant without true judgment, courage, or ftea-

dinefs, fubjed to his favourites, and delivered up
to the counfels or rather ^the corruption of Spain.

Tbe Pini- 'Y\i^ Puritans gained credit, as the King and the
tavis g3i"-

-Bifjiops loft it. They put on external appear-

ances or great itnctnels and gravity : i hey took

jnore pains in their parilhes than thofe who ad-

hered to the Bifhops, and were often preaching

againil the vices of the court \ for which they

VN/'ere fom.etiines punifhed, tho' very gently, which

raifed their r Duration, and drew prefents to them

that made u^ their fufferings abundantly. They
begun fome ^ articular m^ethods of getting their

people to meet privately with them : And in thefe

fneetings they gave great vent to extem^'orary

prayer, which •was looked on as a foirt of infpira-

tion : And by ttiefe means they grew very popu-

lar. They were very fadtious and infolent ; and

eagr
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"both in their fermons and prayers were always

mixing fevere refledions on their enemies. Some
of them boldly gave out very many predidions j

particularly two of them who were held prophets,

Davifon and Bruce. Some of the things that

they foretold came to pafs ; But my father, who
knew them both, told me of many of their pre-

diftions, that he himfelf heard them throw out,

which had no eifeft : But all thefe were forgot,

and if fome more probable gueiiings which they

delivered as prophecies were accomplifhed, thefe

were much magnified. They v/ere very fpiteful

againft all thole who differed from them ; and

were wanting in no methods that could procure

them either good ufage, or good prefents. Of
this my father had great occafion to fee many In-

flances : For my great grand-m.other, who was a

very rich woman and much engaged to them, v/as

moll obfequioufly courted by them. Bruce -lived

concealed in her houfe. for fome years : And they

all found fuch advantages in their fubmilliohs to

her, that fhewas counted for many years the chief

fupport of the party : Her name was Rachel

Arnot. She was daughter to Sir John Arnot, a

man in great favour, and Lord Treafurer deputy.

Her hulband Johnftoun was the greatell merchant

at that time ; and left her an efiate of 2000 pound
a year, to be difpofed of among his children as

fhe pleafed : And my father, marrying her eldeft

grand child, faw a great way into all the methods
of the Puritans.

Gowry's confpiracy was by them charged on the Gowr,

King, as a contrivance of his to get rid of that <^""ipi"

Earl, who was then held in Sfreatefteem : But mv^^^^''

father, who had taken great pains 10 enquire into all

the particulars of that matter, did always believe

it was a real confpiracy. One thing, which none
of the Hiftorians have taken any notice of, and
might have induced the Earl of Gowry to have

wlHied to put King J ames out of the way, but in

C 4 fucb
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fucli q. dlfguifed manner that he fhould feern ra-y

ther to have efcaped out of a fnare himfelf thai;i

to have laid one fpr the King, was this : Upori

the King's death he fiiood next to the fuccelfion

to the Crown gf England ^ for King Henry the

feventh's daughter that was married to King
James the fourth did after his death marry Dowglas
Earl of Angus : But they could not agree : So a

precontract was proved againll him: Upon
which, by a fentence from Rome, the marriage

was voided, Vv'ith a claufe in favour of the iffue,

fince born under a marriage de fadio and bona fide.

Lady Margaret Dowglas was the child fo pro-

vided for. I did perufe the original Bull con-

firming the divorce. After that, the Queen Dow-
ager rnarried one Francis Steward, and had by

him a fon made Lord Methuen by King James
the fifth. In the patent he is called Frater nofler

uterinus. He had only a daughter, who was

niother or grandmother to the Earl of Gowry :

So that by this he miglit be glad to put the King
out of the way, that fo he might {land next to the

fucceffion of the Crown pt England. He had a

brother then a child, who when he grew up and

found he cpuld not carry the name of Ruthen,

which by an aft of Parliament made after this

confpiracy none might carry, he went and lived

beyond fea ; and it was given out that he had the

phiiofopher's flone. He had two fons who died

without iffue, and one daughter married to Sir-

Anthony Vandike, the famous pifture drawer,

v/hofe children according to his pedigree ftood

very near to the fucceflion of the Crown. It w^s
not eafy to perfuade the nation of the truth of that

confpiracy : For eight years before that time King
James, on a fecret jealoufy of the Earl pf Murray,
then elleemed the handforpeft man of Scotland,

fet on the Marquis of Huntly, who was his mor-
tal enemy, to murder him •, and by a writing all

in his own hand he promifed to fave him harmlefs
^ •- -

-:-
iQf
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For it. He fet the houfe in which he was on fire

:

And the Earl frying away was followed and murr
dered, and Huntly fent Gordon of Buckey with

the news to the King : Soon after, all who were

concerned in that vile f;a£l were pardoned, which

laid the King open to much cenfure. And this

made the matter of Gowry to be the lefs believed.

When King Charles fucceeded to the Crown he ^^'"g

was at lirft thought favourable to the Puritans ; Z.^ ^ ^* ^^

for his tutor, and all his court were or that way : fHend to

And Dr. Prefton, then the head of the party, came the Puri-

up in the coach from Theobalds to London with "^'^"^^

the King and the Duke of Buckingham ; which
being againft the rules of the court gave great of-

fence : But it was laid, the King was fo over

charged with grief, that he wanted the comfort of

fo wife and fo great a man. It was aifo givea

out, that the Duke of Buckingham offered Dr.

Preilop the Great Seal : But he was wifer than to

accept of it. I will go no further into the begin-

ning of that reign with relation to Engiilli affairs,

which are fully opened, by others. Only I will

tell one particular which I had from the Earl of

Lothian, v/ho was bred up in the Court, and
whofe father, the earl of Ancram, was gentleman

of the Bedchamber, tho' himfelf was ever much
hated by the King. He told me, that King
Charles' was much offended with King James's

light and familiar way, which was the effect of

hunting and drinking, on which occafions he was
very apt to forget his dignity, and to break out into

great indecencies : On the other hand the folemn
'

gravity of the court of Spain was more fuited to

his own temper, which was fullen even to a mo-
rofenefs. This led him to a grave referved de-

portment, in which he forgot the civilities and the

affability that the nation naturally loved, to whicli

they had been long accuftomed : Nof did he in

}iis outward deportment take any pains to oblige

any perfons whatfoever : So far from that, he had
fucl|
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fuch an ungracious way of ftiewing favour, that

the manner of beftowing it was almoft as mortify-

ing as the favour was -obliging. I turn now to

the affairs of Scotland, which are but little known.

The King refolved to carry on two defigns that

his father had fet on foot, but had let the profe-

cution of them fall in the lafl years of his reign.

The firft of thefe was about the recovery of the

tithes and church lands : He refolved to profecute

his father's revocation, and to void all the grants

made in his minority, and to create titular Abbots

as Lords of Parliament, but Lords, as Bilhops,

only for life. And that the two great families of

Hamilton and Lenox might be good examples to

the refl of the nation, he by a fecret purchafe, and

with Englifh money, bought the Abby of Aber-

broth of the form.er, and the Lordfhip of Glaff-

gow of the latter, and gave thefe to the two Arch-

bilhopricks. Thefe Lords made a Ihew of zeal

after a good bargain, and furrendered them to the

King. He alfo purchafed feverai eftates of lefs

value to the feverai Sees ; and all men, who pre-

:tended to favour at Court, offered their church

lands to fale at a low rate.

In the third year of his reign the Earl of Nithif-

dale, then believed a Papift, which he afterwards

profefTed, having m.arried a niece of the Duke of

Buckingham's, was fent dov/n v/ith a power to

take the furrender of all church lands, and to af-

fure all who did readily furrender, that the King

would take it kindly, and ufe them all very well,

but that he would proceed with all rigour againfl

thofe v/ho would not fubmit tlieir rights to his dif-

pofal. Upon his coming down, thofe who were

moft concerned in thofe grants met at Edinburgh,

and agreed, that when they were called together,

if no other argument did prevail to make the

Earl of Nithifdale defift, they would fall upon

him and all his party in the old Scotifh manner,

and knock them on the head. Prirnrofe told me
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©ne of thefe Lords, Belhaven of the name of
Dowgiafs who was blind, bid them fet him by
one of the party ; and he would make fure of

one. So he was fet next the Earl of Dunfrize :

He was all the while holding him fail: : And when
the other afl^ed him what he meant by that, he

faid, ever fince the blindnefs was come on him he

was in fuch fear of falling, that he could not help

the holding fail to thofe who wxre next to him

;

He had all the while a ponyard in his other hand,

with which he had certainly ftabbed Dumfrize, if

any diforder had happened. The appearance at

that time was fo great, and fo much heat was
raifed upon it, that the Earl of Nithifdale would
not open all his inftruftions, but came back to

court, looking on the fervice as defperate : So a

flop was put to it for fome time.

In the year 1633 the King came down in perfon He was

to be crowned. In fome conventions of the States crowned

that had been held before that, all the money that jl^
^^^'

the King had afked was given •, and fome petitions

were offered fetting fortli grievances, which thofe

whom the King employed had affared them fliould

be redreffed : But nothing was done, and all was
put off till the King Ihould come dovvn in perfon.

His entry and coronation were managed with
fuch magnificence, that the country fuffered

much by it : All v/as entertainment and ihew.

When the Parliament fate, the Lords of the arti-

cles prepared an aft declaring the royal preroga-

tive, as it had been aiferted by law in the year

1606 ; to which an addition was made of another
aft palTed in the year 1609, by which King James
was impowered to prefcribe apparel to churchmen
with their own confent. This was a perlbnal

thing to King James, in confideration of his great
learning and experience, of which he had made
no ufe during the reft of his reign. And in the
year 161 7, when he held a Parliament therein
jerfon, 311 aft was prepared by the Lords of the

articlesj
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articles, authorizing all things that Ihoiild there-

after be determined in eccieiiaftical affairs by his

Majefty, with confent of a competent number of

the clergy, to have the ftrength and power of a

lawo But the King either apprehended that great

oppofition would be made to the pafling the a6t,

or that great trouble would follow on the execu-

tion of it : So when the rubrick of the a6t was
read, he ordered it to be fupprefs'd, tho' pafs'd in

the articles. In this a6t of 1633 thefe a6ts of

1606 and 1609 were drawn into one. To this

great oppofition was made by the Earl of Rothes,

who defired the afts might be divided : But the

JCing faid, it was now one aft, and he muft either

vote for it, or againfl it. He faid, he was for

jfhe prerogative as much as any man, but that

addition was contrary to the liberties of the Church,

and he thought no determination ought to be

made in fuch matters without the confent of the

clergy, at leaft without their being heard. The
King bid him argue no more, but give his vote :

So he voted, not content. Some few Lords ofr

fered to argue : But the King ftopt them, and

commanded them to vote. Almofl the whol?

Commons voted in the negative : So that the a£t

was indeed rejefted by the majority : Which the

King knew ; for he had called for a lift of th?

numbers, and with his own pen had mark'd every

man's vote : Yet the Clerk of Regifter, who
gathers and declares the votes, faid it was carried

in the affirmative. The Earl of Rothes affirmed

it went for the negative : So the Kipg faid, the

Clerk of Regifter's declaration mufl be held good,

unlefs the Earl of Rothes would go to the Bar
and accufe him of falfifying the record of Parlia-

ment, which was capital : And in that cafe, if

he fhould fail in the proof he was liable to the

fame punifhment ; So he would not venture on
that. Thus the act was publilhed, tho' in truth

it was rejedted. The King expreffed ^ hi^ dif-

plafure
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pieafure at all who had concurred in that oppo-

fition. Upon that the Lords had many meetings

:

They reckoned that now all their liberties were

gone, and a Parliament was but a piece of page-

antry, if the Clerk of Regifter might declare

as he pleafed how the vote went, and that no fcru-

tiny were allowed. Upon that Hague the

King's folicitor, a zealous man of that party,

drew a petition to be figned by the Lords, and
to be offered by them to the King, fetting forth

all their grievances and praying redrefs : He Balojeri-

Ihewed this to fome of them, and among others noch's

to the Lord Balmerinoch, who liked the main of trial.

it, but was for altering it in fome particulars :

He fpoke of it to the Earl of Rothes in the pre-

fence of the Earl of CaiTilis and fome others :

None of them approved of it. The Earl of
Rothes carryed it to the King j and told him, that

there was a defign to offer a petition in order to

the explaining and juftifying their proceedings,

and that he had a copy to lliew him : But the

King would not look upon it, and ordered him to

put a flop to it, for he would receive no fuch

petition. The Earl of Rothes told this to Balme-
rinoch : So the thing was laid afide : Only he
kept a copy of it, and interlined it in fome places

with his own hand. While the King was in

Scotland he eredted a new Bifiioprick at Edin-
burgh, and made one Forbes Biiliop, who was a

very learned and pious man : He had a ftrangc

faculty of preaching five or fix hours at a time :

His way of life and devotion was thought mo-
naftick, and his learning lay in antiquity : He
ftudied to be a reconciler between Papills and Pro-
teftants, leaning rather to the iirfl, as appears by
his Confiderationes modeftse : He was a very
fimple man, and knev/ little of the world : So
he fell into feveral errors in condud:, but died foon
after fufpefted of Popery, which fufpicion was en-

creafed by ^is fon's turning Papift. The King
left
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left Scotland much difcontented, but refolved W
profecute the defign of recovering the church
lands: And Sir Thomas Hope, a fubtillawyeri

who was believed to underftand that matter be-

yond all the men of his profefTion, tho' >in all re-

fpedls he was a zealous Puritan, was made, the

King's advocate, upon his undertaking to bring

all the church lands back to the Crown : Yet he
proceeded in that matter fo flowly, that it was be-

lieved he afted in concert with the party that op-
pofed it. Enough was already done to alarm all

that were poffeffed of the church lands : And they

to engage the whole country in their quarrel took
care to infufe it into all people, but chiefly into

the preachers, that all was done to make way for

Popery. The winter after the King was in Scot-

land, Balmerinoch was thinking how to make the

petition more acceptable : And in order to that he
fhewed it to one Dunmoor a lawyer in whom he
trufted, and defired his opinion of it, and fuffered

him to carry it home with him, but charged him
to fhew it to no perfon, and to take no copy of
it. He (hewed it und§r a promife of fecrefy to

one Hay of Naughton, and told him from whom
he had it. Hay looking on the paper, and feeing

it a matter of fome confequence, carried it to

Spotfwood Archbilhop of St. Andrews ; who ap-

prehending it was going about for hands was
alarmed at it, and went immediately to London,
beginning his journey as he often did on a funday,

which was a very odious thing in that country.

There are laws in Scotland loofely worded that

make it capital to fpread lies of the King or his

Government, or to alienate his fubjeds from him.

It was alfo made capital to know of any that do it,

and not difcover them : But this laft was never

once put in execution. The petition was thought
within this ad : So an order was fent down for

committing Lord Balmerinoch. The reafon of

it being f(ir fome time kept fecret, it was thought

done
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done becaufe of his vote in parliament. But after

fome confultation a fpecial commiffion was fent

down for the trial. In Scotland tjiere is a Court

for the trial of Peers, diftintSb from the jury who
are to be fifteen, and the majority determine the

verdid: : The faCl being only referred to the jury

or aflize as they call it, the law is judged by the

Court: And if the majority of the jury are Peers,

the reft. may be gentlemen. At this time a pri-

vate gentleman of the name of Steward was be-

come fo conliderable that he was raifed by feveral

degrees to be made Earl of Traquair and Lord
Treafurer, and was in great favour ; but fufifered

afterwards fuch a reverfe of Fortune, that I faw

him fo low that he wanted bread, and was forced

to beg ; and it was believed died of hunger. He
was a man of great parts, but of too much craft:

He was thought the capableft man for bufmefs,

and the beft fpeaker in that Kingdom. So he was
charged with the care of the Lord Balmerinoch's

trial: But when the ground of the proiecution

was known, Hague who drew the petition writ a

letter to the Lord Balmerinoch, in which he
owned that he drew the petition without any di-

redlion or affiftance from him : And upon that he

went over to Holland. The Court was created by
a fpecial commiffion : In the naming of Judges
there appeared too vifibly a defign to have that

Lord's life, for they were either very weak or

very poor. Much pains was taken to have a

jury ; in which fo great partiality appeared, that

when the Lord Balmerinoch was uDon his chal-

lenges, and excepted to the Earl of Dumfrize for

his having faid that if he were of his jury, tho* he
were as innocent as St. Paul, he would find him
guilty, fome of the judges faid, that was only a

ralh word : Yet the King's advocate allowed the

challenge, if proved, v/hich was done. The next

called on v/as the Earl of Lauderdale, father to

the Duke of that title : With him the, Lord Bal-

merinoch
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merinoch had been long in enmity : Yet, inftead of

challenging him, he laid he was bmni exceptione

major. It was long confidered upon what the pri-

foner Ihould be tried i For his hand interlining the

paper, which did plainly foften it, was not thought

evidence that he drew it, or that he was acceflary

to it : And they had no other proof againft him i

Nor could they from that infer that he was the di-

vulger, fince it did appear it was only Ihewed by
him to a lawyer for counfel. So it was fettled on
to infift on this, that the paper tended to alienate

the fubjedls from their duty to the King, and that

he, knowing who was the author of it, did not

difcover him ; which by law was capital. The
Court judged the paper to be feditious, and to be

a lie of the King and his government : The othef

point was clear, that he knowing the author did

not difcover him. He pleaded for himfelf, that

the ftatute for difcovery had never been put in

execution ; that it could never be meant but of

matters that were notoriouily feditious ; that till

the Court judged fo he did not take this paper to

be of that nature, but confidered it as a paper

full of duty, defigned to fet himfelf and fome
others right in the King's opinion ; that upon the

firfl fight of it, tho' he approved of the main,

yet he difliked fome exprefllons in it ; that he

communicated the matter to the Earl of Rothes,

who told the King of the defign , and that, upon
the King's faying he would receive no fuch peti-

tion, it was quite laid afide : This was attefted

by the Earl of Rothes. A long debate had been

much infilled on, whether the Earl of Traquair or

the King's minifters might be of the jury or not

:

But the Court gave it in their favour. "When the

r -Jury was Ihut up, Gordon of Buckey, who was
one of them, being then very antient, who forty

three years before had affifted in the murder of

the Earl of Murray, and was thought upon this

occafion a fure man, fpoke firft of all, excufing

his
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Kis prefumption in being the firft that broke th«

filence. He defired, they would all confidcr what

they were about : It was a matter of blood, and

they would feel the weight of that as long as they

lived : He had in his youth been drawn in to fhed

blood, for which he had the King's pardon, but

it coft him more to obtain God's pardon : It had
given him many forrowful hours both day and

night : And as he fpoke this, the tears ran over

his face. This ftruck a damp on them all. But
iht Earl of Traquair took up the argument ; and

faid, they had it not before them whether the law

was a hard law or not^ nor had they the nature of

the paper before them, which was judged by the

Court to be leafing-making j they were only to

confider, whether the prilbner had difcovered the

contriver of the paper or not. Upon this the

Earl of Lauderdale took up the argument againft

him, and urged, that fevere laws never executed

were looked on as made only to terrify people,-

that tho' after the Court's having judged the paper

to be feditious it would be capital to conceal the

author, yet before fuch judgment the thing could

not be thought fo evident that he was bound to re-

veal it. Upon thefe heads thofe Lords argued the

matter many hours : But when it went to the vote,

feven acquitted, but eight call him : So fentence He was

was given. Upon this many meetings were held :
co"dem-

And it was refolved either to force the prifon to
"^

fet him at liberty, or if that failed to revenge hi$

death both on the Court and on the eight jurors ;

fome undertaking to kill them, and others to

burn their houfes. When the Earl of Traquair

underftood this, he went to Court, and told the

King that the Lord Balmerinoch's life was in hi^ '

hands, but the execution was in no Ibrt advile-W 7^^^ .:

able : So he procured his pardon, for which the'But par-

party was often reproached v/ith his ingratitude :
'^^^'^'i-

But he thought he had been much wronged in

the profecution, and fo little regarded in the

Vof,. L G pardon.
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pardon, that he never looked on himfelf as under.

any obligation on that account. My father knew
the whole fteps of this matter, having been the

Earl of Lauderdale's moft particular friend : He
often told me, that the ruin of the King's affairs

in Scotland was in a great meafure owing to that

profecution j and he carefully prelerved the petiti-

on it felf, and the papers relating to the trial ; of
which I never faw any copy befides thofe which I

have. And that raifed in me a defire of feeing the

whole record, which was copied for me, and is

now in my hands. It is a little volume, and con-

tains, according to the Scotch method, the whole
abftrad of all the pleadings, and all the evidence

that was given ; and is indeed a very npble piece,

full of curious matter.

A liturgy When the defign of recovering the tithes went
prepared, on, tho' but flowly, another defign made a greater

progrefs. The Bifhops of Scotland fell on the

framing of a liturgy and a body of canons for the

w^orlliip and government of that church. Thefe
were never examined in any publick affembly of

the clergy : All was managed by three or four af-

piring Bifhops, Maxwell, Sidferfe, Whitford, and
B^mautine, the Bifhops of Rofs, Galloway, Dun-
blane, and Aberdeen. Maxwel did alfo accufe the

Earl of Traquair, as cold in the King's fervice,

and as managing the treafury deceitfully ; and he

was afpiring to that office. Spotfwood, Archbi-

Ihop of St. Andrews then Lord Chancellour, was
a prudent and mild man, but of no great decency

in his courfe of life. The Earl of Traquair, fee-

ing himfelf fo pufhed at, was more earneft than the

Bifhops themfelves in promoting the new model of

worfhip and difcipline ; and by that he recovered

the ground he had lofl with the King, and with

Archbifhop Laud : He alfo afTifled the Bifliops in

obtaining commifTions, fubaltern to the High-
commifTion Court, in their feveral diocefes, which

were thought little different from the Courts of In-

quifition.
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quifition. Sidferfe fet this up in Galloway : And
a complaint being made in Council of his proceed-

ings, he gave the Earl of Argile the lie in full

Council. He was after all a very learned and good
man, but ftrangely heated in thofe matters. And
they ail were fo lifted up with the King's zeal, and
fo encouraged by Archbifhop Laud, that they loft

all temper -, of which I knew Sidferfe made great

acknowledgments in his old age.

But the unaccountable part of the King's pro- The fee-

ceedings was, that all this while, when he was en- blenefsof

deavouring to recover fo great a part of the pro-^^^ ^°'

perty of Scotland as the church lands and tithes^

were, from men that were not like to part with

them willingly, and was going to change the whole

Conftitiition of that Church and Kingdom, heraifed,

rlo force to maintain what he was about to do, but
trufted the whole management to the civil execu-

tion. By this all people faw the weaknefs of the go-

vernment, at the fame time that they complained of

its rigour. All that came down from Court com-
plained of the King's inexorable ftiffnefs, and of the

progrefs Popery was making, ofthe Queen's power
with the King, of the favour fhewed the Popes Nun-
tios, and of the many profelytes who were daily fal-

ling off to the church ofRome. The Earl of Tra-
quair infufed this more effedually, tho'more covert-

ly, than anyothermancoulddo: And when thecoun-
try formed the firftoppofition they made to the King's

proclamations, andprotefled againft them, he drew,

the firft proteftation, as Primrofe affured me •, tho'

he defigned no more than to put a (lop to the cre-

dit the Biihops had, and to the fury of their pro-

ceedings : But the matter went much farther than

he feemed to intend : For he himfelf was fatally

caught in the fnare laid for others. A troop of

horfe and a regiment of foot had prevented all that

followed, or rather had by all appearance eftabliih-

ed an arbitrary government in that Kingdom : But

to fpeak in the language of a great man, thofe who"

D 2 conduded
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conduced matters at that time, had as little of the

prudence of the ferpent as of the innocence of the

dove : And, as my father often told me, he and

many others who adhered in the fequel firmly to

the King's interefl were then much troubled at the

whole condud of affairs, as being neither wife, le-

gal, nor juft. I will go no farther in opening the

beginnings of the troubles of Scotland : Of thefe a

full account will be found in the memoirs of the

Dukes of Hamilton. The violence with which
that Kingdom did almoft unanimoufly engage

againfl the adminiflration may eafily convince one,

that the provocation muft have been very great to

draw on fuch an entire and vehement concurrence

againfl it.

Saville's After the firfl pacification, upon the new dif-

forgeiy putes that arofe, when the Earl of Lowdun and
prevailed

Dumferjing were fent up with the petition from

Scots, the covenanters, the Lord Saville came to them,

and informed them of many particulars, by which

they faw the King was highly irritated againft

them : He took great pains to perfuade them to

come with their army into England. They very

unwillingly hearken'd to that proportion, and
looked on it as a defign from the Court to enfnare

them, making the Scots invade England, by which

this Nation might have been provoked to afTill the

King to conquer Scotland. It is true, he hated

the Earl of Strafford fo much, that they faw no
caufe to fufped him : So they entred into a treaty

with him about it. The Lord Saville afTured

them, he fpake to them in the name of the molt

confiderable men in England ; and he fhewed them
an engagement under their hands to join with

them, if they would come into England, and re-

fufe any treaty but what fhould be confirmed by a

Parliament of England. They defired leave to

fend this paper into Scotland, to which after much
feeming difficulty he confented : So a cane was
hollowed, and this was put within itj and one

Froft,
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Froft, afterwards fecretary to the Committee of

both Kingdoms, was fent down with it as a poor
traveller. It was to be communicated only to three

perfons, the Earls of Rothes and Argile, and to

Warifloun, the three chief confidents of the cove^

nanters. The Earl of Rothes was a man of plea- The cha-

fure, but of a moft obliging temper: His affairs raders of

were low : Spotfwood had once made the bargain
l^^f^^^

^^q.

between the King and him before the troubles, but venanters.

the Earl of Traquair broke it, feeing he was to be

raifed above himfelf. The Earl of Rothes had all

the arts of making himfelf popular j only there

was too much levity in his temper, and too much
liberty in his courfe of life. The Earl of Argile

was a more folemn fort of a man, grave and fo-^

ber, free of all fcandalous vices, of an invincible

calmnefs of temper, and a pretender to high de-

grees of piety : He was much fet on raifing his

own family to be a fort of King in the High-
lands.

Warifloun was my own uncle : He was a man
of great application, could feldom fleep above

three hours in the twenty four : He had fludied

the law carefully, and had a great quicknefs of

thought with an extraordinary memory. He went
into very high notions of lengthen'd devotions, in

which he continued many hours a day : He would
often pray in his family two hours at a time, and

"

'

had an unexhaufled copioufnefs that way. What
thought foever ftruck his fancy during thofe effu-

lions, he looked on it as an anfwer of prayer, and
was wholly determined by it. He looked on the

Covenant as the fetting Chrifl on his throne, and
fo was out of meafure zealous in it. He had no re-^

gard to the raifing himfelf or his family, tho' he

had thirteen children : But Prefbytery was to him
more than all the world. He had a readinefs and
vehemence of fpeaking that made him very con-

fiderable in publick afTemblies : And he had a

fruitful invention ; fo that fie was at ail times fur-

P '^ njlhed
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i. nifned with expedients. To thefe three only this

paper was to be lliewed Upon an oath of fecrecy :

And it was to be depofited in Wdriftoiin's hands.
They were only allowed to pubiilh to the Nation,
that they were fure of a very great and unexpefted
affillance, which tho' it was to be kept fecret

would appear in due time. This they publifhed :

And it was looked on as an artifice to draw in the
Nation : But it was afterwards found to-be i cheat
indeed, but a cheat of Lord Saville's who had
forged all thefe fubfcriptions.

The Scots The Scots marched with a very forry equipage :

EiTrT E^^^y ^<^^^i^r carried a week's provifion of oat-
"^^''" meal; and they had a drove of cattel with theni

for their food. They had alfo an invention of
guns of white iron tinned and done about with lea-

ther, and chorded fo that they could ferve for two or
three difcharges. Thefe were light, and were carried

on horfes : And when they came to Newburn, theEn-
glifh army that defended theFord wasfurprized with
a difcharge of artillery : Some thought it magick j

and all were putin fuch diforder that the whole army
did run with fo great precipitation, that Sir Tho-
mas FairfaXj who had a command in it, did not
ftick to own that till he pafs'd the Tees his legs

trembled under him. This llruck many of the

^nthufiafts of the King's fide, as much as it exalted
the Scots •, v/ho were next day poffefled of New-
caftle, and fo v/ere m afters not only of Northum-
berland and the BilLoprick of Durefme, but of the
Collierys ; by which, if they had not been in a
good underftanding with the City of London, they
Could have diftreffed them extremely : But all the
ufe the City made of this was, to raife a great out-
cry, and to complain of the war, fmce it was now
in the power of the Scots to ftarve them. Upon
that petitions were fent from the City and from
fome Counties to the King, praying a treaty with

f;;^^^ff
the S^ots. ; The Lord Wharton and the Lord

5ri Eng- Howard of Efcrick undertook to deliver fome of
"Und. thefej
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thefe ; which they did, and were clapt up upon it;

A council of war was held ; and it was refolved

on, as the Lord Wharton told me, to Ihoot them
at the head of the army, as movers of fedition.

This was chiefly prefs'd by the Earl of Strafford.

Duke Hamilton fpoke nothing till the Council

rofe -, and then he afked StraObrd, if he was fure

of the army, who feemed furprifed at the queftion :

But he upon enquiry underftood that very probably

a general mutiny, if not a total revolt, would have

followed, if any fuch execution had been attempt-

ed. This fuccefs of the Scots ruined the King's

affairs. And by it the necefTity of the union of the

two Kingdoms may appear very evident : For no-

thing but a fuperiour army able to beat the Scots

xan hinder their doing this at any time : And the

feifmg the Collierys mull immediately bring the

City of London into great diftrefs. Two armies

were now in the north as a load on the King, be-

fides all the other grievances. The Lord Saville's

forgery came to be difcovered. The King knew
it ; and yet he was brought afterwards to truft

him, and to advance him to be Earl of SufTex.

The King prelTed my uncle to deliver him the let-

ter, who excufed himfelf upon his oath j and not

knowing what ufe might be made of it, he cut out

every fubfcription,. and fent it to the perfon for

whom it was forged. The imitation was fo exaft,

that every man, as foon as he faw his hand limply

by itfelf, acknowledged that he could not have

denied it.

The King was now In great ftraits : He had laid Theil!

up 700000 1. before the troubles in Scotland began •,
ftateofthe-

and yet had raifed no guards nor force in England, ^^'^° ^
^''

but trufted a very illegal adminiftration to a legal

execution. His treafure was now exhauiled ; his

fybjedls were highly irritated •, the miniftry were

all frighted, being expofedto the anger and juftice

of the Parliament : So that he had brought him-

felf into great diftrefs, bqt had not the dexterity to

D 4 extricate
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extricate himfelf out of it. He loved high and
rough methods, but had neither the ikill to con-

dud: them, nor the height ot genius to manage;

them. He hated all that offered prudent and mo-
derate counfels : He thought it flowed from gi

meannefs of fpirit, and a care to preferve them-
felves by facrificing his authority, or from repub-
lican principles : And even when he faw it was ne-

ceffary to follow fuch advices, yet he hated thofe

that gave them. His heart was wholly turned to

the gaining the two armies. In order to that he
gained the Earl of Rothes entirely, who hoped by.

the King's mediation to have married the Countefs

of Devonihire, a rich and magnificent lady that

lived long in the greateft Itate of any in that age

:

He alfo gained the Earl of Montrofe, who was a

young man well learned, who had travelled, but

had taken upon him the port of a hero too much.
When he was beyond lea he travelled with the Earl

of Denbigh ; and they confulted ail the aftrologers

they could hear of. I plainly faw the Earl of Den-
bigh relied on what had been told him to his dying-

day •, and the rather becaufe the Earl of Montrofe
was promifed a glorious fortune for fome time,

but all was to be overthrown in conclufion. When
the Earl of Montrofe returned from his travels,' he
V/2S not confidered by the King as he thought he

deferved : So he ftudied to render himfelf populav
in Scotland ; and he was the firii man in the op-
pofition they made during the firft war. ' He both
advifed and drev/ the letter to the King of France,

for which the Lord Lowdun who figned it was im-
prifoned in the Tower of London. But the Earl
of Lauderdale, as he himfelf told me, when it

came to his turn to fign that letter, found falfe

French in it ; for inilead of rayons de foleil he ha4
writ raye de foleil, which in French fignifies a fort

of filh ; and fo the matter went no farther at that

time ; and the treaty came on fo foon after, that i^

was never again taken up. The Earl of Montrofe
'

.

'
' " was
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was gained by the King at Berwick, ar)d undertook

fp do great fervices. He either fancied, or at leaft

he made the King fancy, that he could turn the

;(vhole Kingdorn : Yet indeed he could do nothing.

He was again trying to rnake a new party : And
he kept a correfpondence with the King when he

lay at Newcaflle ; and was pretending he had a

great intereft among the covenanters, whereas at

that time he had none at all. All thefe little plot-

ings came to be either known, or at leall fufpedted.

The Queen was a woman of great vivacity in con-

yerfation, and loved all her life long to be in in-

|:rigues of all forts, but was not fo fecrpt in them as

fuch times and fiich affairs required. She was a *

woman of no rnanner of judgment : She was bad
f

at contrivance, but much worfe in the execution :

But by the livelinefs of her difcourfe fhe made ai -

ways a great jmpreffipn on the King : And to her

little practices, as well as to the King's own tem-
per, the fequel of all his misfortunes was owing.

I know it was a maxim infufed into his fons, which

I havp ofter^ heard from King James, that he was
undone by his concelfions. This is true in fome
refped : For his paffing the ad that the Parlia-

ment Ihould fit during pleafure was indeed his rujn,

to which he was drawn by the Queen. But if he

ha4 not rnade great conceflions, he had funk with-

out being able to make a ftruggle for it ; and could

not have divided the Nation, or engaged fo many
to have flood by hini : Since by the conceflions

that he made, efpecially that of the triennial Par-

liament, the honeft and quiet part of the Nation

was fatisfied, and thought their religion and liber-

ties were fecured ; So they broke off from * thofe

violenter propofitions that occafioned the war.

The truth was, the King did not come into thofe

conceffions feafonably, nor with a good grace : All

appeared to be extorted from him. There- were

* It feems clearer, if inftead of i/roke off from^ the fentence

ran n.muld not go into.
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alfo grounds, whether true or plaufible, to make
it to be believed, that he intended not to Hand to
them any longer than he lay under that force, that

vifibly drew them from him contrary to his own
inclinations. The proofs that appeared of fomc
particulars, that made this feem true, made other
things that were whifpered to be more readily be-
lieved : For in all critical times there are deceitful

people of both fides, that pretend to merit by
making difcoveries, on condition that no ufe Ihali

be made of them as witnefles ; which is one of the

moft peftiferous ways of calumny poflible. Almoft
the whole Court had been concerned in one illegal

grant or another : So thefe Courtiers, to get their

faults pafs'd over, were as fo many fpies upon the

King and Queen : They told all they heard, and
perhaps not Without large additions, to the leading

men of the Houfe of Commons. This inflamed

the jealoufy, andpufh'd them on to the making ftill

new demands. One eminent paffage was told me
by the Lord Hollis

:

^n 3^. The Earl of Strafford had married his fifter :

count of So, tho' in that Parliament he was one of the

*

f\^^?
hotteft men of the party, yet when that matter

ford's be-
^^^ before them he always withdrew. When the

ing given ^^^^ of attainder was pafs'd, the King fent for him
Dp by the to know what he could do to fave the Earl of
^'"S- Strafford. Hollis anfwered, that if the King

pleafed, fince the execution of the law was in him,
he might legally grant him a reprieve, which mull
be good in law ; but he would not advife it. That
which he propofed was, that Lord Strafford fhould
fend him a petition for a fhort refpite, to fettle hiis

affairs and to prepare for death ; upon which he
advifed the King to come next day with the peti-

tion in his hands, and lay it before the two houfes
with a fpeech which he drew for the King -, and
Hollis faid to him, he would try his intereft among
his friends to get them to confent to it. He pre-

pared a great many by affuring them, that if they

would
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would fave Lord Strafford he would become wholly

theirs in confequence of his firft principles : And
that he might do them much more fervice by be^

jng preferved, than he could do if made an ex-

ample upon fuch new and doubtful points. In this

he had wrought on fo many, that he believed if

the King's party had ftruck into it he might have

faved him. It was carried to the Queen, as if

HoUis had engaged that the Earl of Strafford

Ihould accufe her, and difcover all he knew : So
the Queen not only diverted the King from going

to the Parliament, changing the fpeech into a mef-

fage all writ with the King's own hand, and fent

to the Houfe of Lords by the Prince of Wales :

[which Hollis had faid, would have perhaps done
as well, the King being apt to fpoil things by an
unacceptable manner:] But to the wonder of the

whole world, the Queen prevailed with him to add
that mean poftfcript, " If he mull die, it were cha-
" rityto reprieve him till Saturday :" Which was a

very unhandfome giving up of the whole meflage.

Whert it was communicated to both houfes, the

whole Court party was plainly againft it : And fo

he fell truly by the Queen's means.

The mentioning this makes me add one parti-

cular concerning Archbilhop Laud : When his im-
peachment was brought to the Lord's bar, he ap-

prehending how it would end, fent over Warner,
Bifhop of Rochefter, with the keys of his clofec

and cabinet, that he might deftroyor put out of the

way all papers that might either hurt himfelf or

any body elfe. He was at that work for three

hours, till upon Laud's being committed to the

black rod a mefTenger went over to feal up his clo-

fct, who came after all was withdrawn. Among
the writings he took away, it is believed the ori- \

^inal Magna Charta palled by King John in the

jhnead near Stains was one. This was found among
Warner's papers by his executor : And that def-

cended to his fon and executor, Colonel Lee, who
gave
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gav6 it to me. So it is now in my hands ; and k
came very fairly to me. For this conveyance of it

we have nothing but conje6ture.

I do not intend to profecute the hiftory of the

wars. I have told a great deal relating to them in

the memoirs of the Dukes of Hamilton. Rufh-
.worth*s collections contain many excellent materi-

als : And now the firft volume of the earl of Cla-

, rendon*s hiftory gives a faithful reprefentation of

-ik-r the beginnings of the troubles, tho' writ in favour

of the Court, and full of the befl: excufes that fuch

ill things were capable of. I Ihall therefore only

fet out what I had particular reafon to know, and
what is not to be met with in books.

The new The |Cirk was now fettled in Scotland with a

model of n^w mixture of ruling elders ; which, tho' they
the Pref-

-v^ere taken from the Geneva pattern, to afTift or

Scodaiad"
^^^^^^ ^^ ^^ ^ check on the Minifters, in the ma-
naging the parochial difcipline, yet thefe never

came to their alTemblies till the year 1638, when
they thought it neceffary to make them firft go and

carry all the eledions of the Minifters at the feve-

ral prefbyteries, and next come themfelves and fit

in the alTemblies. The nobility and chief gentry

offered themfelves upon that occafion : And th^

Minifters, fince they faw they were like to a6l in

cppofition to the King's orders, were glad tp have

fo great a fupport. But the elders that now came
to alTift them beginning to take, as the Minifters

thought, too much on them, they grew weary of

fuch imperious mafters : So they ftudied to work
up the inferiour people to much zea,l : And as they

wrought any up to fome meafure of heat and knowr
ledge, they brought them alfo into their elder-

ihip ; and fo got a majority of hot zealots who
depended on them. One out of thefe was deputed

to attend on the judicatories. They had fynods of

all the clergy, in one or more counties who met
twice a year : And a general affembly met once a

year: And at parting, that body named fome.
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called the commillion of the Kirk, who were to fit

in the intervals .to prepare matters for the next af-

fembly, and to look into all the concerns of the

cJiurcK, to give warning of dangers, and toinfpe<^

all proceedings of the ftate as far as related to the

matters of religion : By thefe means they became

terrible to all their enemies. In their fermons,

and chiefly in their prayers, all that pafs'd in the 4.-

ftate was canvalTed : Men were as good as named,

and either recommended or complained of to God,

as they were acceptable or odious to them. This

grew up in time to an infufferable degree of bold-

nefs. The way that was given to it, when the

King and the Bilhops were their common themes,

made that afterwards the humour could not be re-

ftrained : And it grew fo petulant, that the pulpit

was a fcene of news and pafiion. For fome years

this was managed with great appearances of fer-

vour by men of age and fome authority : BuC
when the younger and hotter zealots took it up,

it became odious to almoft all fort of people, ex-

cept fome four enthufiafts, who thought all their

impertinence was zeal and an effect of infpiration ;

which flowed naturally from the conceit of extern- ,„:

porary prayers being praying by the fpirit.

Henderfon, a Miniflrer of Edinburgh, was by The <Mfi

much the wifefl: and gravefl; of them all : But as Mimfter^

all his performances that I have feen are fiat and ° ^'^'

heavy, fo he found it was an eafier thing to
'

"

raife a flame than to quench it. He flrudied to keep
his party to him : Yet he found he could not mo-
derate the heat of fome fiery fpirits : So when he
faw he could follow them no more, but that they

had got the people out of his hands, he funk both
in body and mind, and died foon after. The per-

fon next to him was Douglas, believed to be def-

cended from the royal family tho' the wrong way :

There appeared an air of greatnefs in him, that

made all that faw him inclined enowgh to believe

he was of no ordinary defcent. He was a referved
''

man'j
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man : He had the fcriptures by heart to the ex^ift-

nefs of a Jew; for he was as a concordance : He
^ was too calm and too grave for the furious men,

but yet he was much depended on for his prudence.

1 knew him in his .old age ; and faw plainly, he

was a flave to his popularity, and durft not own the

free thoughts he had of fome things for fear of of-

fending the people.

. I will not run out in giving the charaders of the

other leading preachers among them, fuch as Dick-
fon, Blair, Rutherford, Baily, Cant, and the two
Gillifpys. They were men all of a fort : They
aife6led great fublimities in devotion : They pour*

ed themfelves out in their prayers with a loud

voice, and often with many tears. They had but

an ordinary proportion of learning among them ;

fomething of Hebrew, and very little Greek

:

Books of controverfy with Papifts, but above ail

with the Arminians, was the height of their' ftudy.

A way of preaching by do6trine, reafon, and ufe
.

was what they fet up on : And fome of them af-

fedled a ftrain of ftating cafes of confcience, not

with relation to moral adtions, but to fome re-

flexions on their condition and temper : That was

occafioned chiefly by their conceit of praying by
the fpirit, which every one could not attain to, or

keep up to the fame heat in at all times. The

Their ftu-
learning they recommended to their young divines

dies, and Were fome German fyilemes, fome commentators
other me- on the fcripture, books of controverfy, and pracfli-

^^°^^' cal books : They were fo careful to oblige them to

make their round in thefe, that if they had no men"

of great learning among them, yet none were very

ignorant : As if they had thought an equality in

learning was neceflary to keep up the parity oftheir

Government. None could be fuffered to preach

as Expe6tants, (as they called them, • but after a

tryal or two in private before the Minifters alone :

Then two or three fermons were to be preached in

publick, fome more learnedly, fome more pradi-

cally

:
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cally : Then a head in divinity was to be common
placed in Latin, and the perfon was to maintain

Thefes upon it : He was alfo to be tried in Greek

and Hebrew, and in fcripture chronology. The
queftionary trial came laft, every Minifter afking

fuch queftions as he pleafed. When any had pafs'd

thVo* all thefe with approbation, which was done

in a courfe of three or four months, he was allow-

ed to preach when invited. And if he was pre-

fented or called to a Church, he was to pafs thro'

a new fet of the fame tryals. This made that there

was a fmall circle of knowledge in which they were

generally well inftruded. Truemorality was little,

ftudied or efteemed by them : They took much
pains among their people to maintain their autho-

rity : They afFeded all the ways of familiarity that

were like to gain on them.

They forced all people to fign the covenant : Theiv

And the greateft part of the Epifcopal Clergy, S^'^f'
*^*

among whom there were two Bifhops, came to " ^

'

them, and renounced their former principles, and

delired to be received into their body. At firft

they received all that offered themfelves : But af»

terwards they repented of this : And the violent

men among them were ever prefling the purging

the Kirk, as they called it, that is the ejeding

all the Epifcopal Clergy. Then they took up
the term of Malignants, by which all who dif-

fered from them were diftinguifhed : But the ftrid-

nefs of piety and good life, which had gained them
fo much reputation before th^ war, began to wear

off; and inftead of that, a fiercenefs of temper,

and a copioufnefs of many long fermons, and much
longer prayers, came to be the cliftinclion of the

party. This, they carried even to the faying grace

before and after meat fometim.es to the length of -^
a whole hour. But as every new war broke out,

there was a vifible abatement of even the outward
ftiews of piety. Thus the war corrupted both

fides. When the war broke out in England, the

3 Scots
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^cots had a great mind to go into it. The de-
,

cayed nobility, the military men, and the Mini-

fters, were violently fet on it. They faw what
good quarters they had in the north of England.

And they hoped the umpirage of the war would
fall into their hands. The divifion appearing fo

near an equality in England, they reckoned they

would turn the fcales, and fo be courted on both

fides : And they did not doubt to draw great ad-

vantages from it, both for the Nation in general,

and themfelves in particular. Duke Hamilton
was trufted by the King with the management of
his affairs in that Kingdom, and had powers to of-

fer, but fo fecretly that if difcovered it could not

Conditi- be proved^ for fear of difgufting tlie Englilh, that

ons ofl'er- if they would engage in the King's fide he would
ed to the confent to the uniting Northumberland, Cumber-
^°^^'

land, and Weftmoreland, to Scotland •, and that

Newcaftle fhould be the feat of the Government

;

that the Prince of Wales fhould hold his Court al-

ways among them ; that every third year the King
fhou'd go among them •, and every office in the

King's houfhold fhould in the third turn be given

to a Scotchman. This I found not among Duke
Hamilton's papers : But the Earl of Lauderdale

affured me of it, and that at the Ifle ofWight they

had all the engagements, from the King that he

could give. Duke Hamilton quickly faw, it was

a vain imagination to hope that Kingdom could

be brought to efpoufe the King's quarrel. The
inclination ran flrong the other way : All he hoped

to fucceed in was to keep them neuter for fome
time : And this he faw could not hold long : So
after he had kept off their engaging with England
all the year 1643, he and his friends faw it was in

vain to ftruggle any longer. The courfe they all

reTolved on was, that the nobility fhould fall in

heartily with the inclinations of the Nation to join

with England, that fo they might procure to them-

felves and their friends the chief commands in the

army :
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iirmy : And then, when they were in England, and

that their army was as a diftincft body feparated

from the reft of the Kingdom^ it might be much
eafier to gain them to the King's fervice, than it

was at that time to work on the whole Nation.

This was not a very fincere way of proceeding : J^on-

But it was intended for the King's fervice, arid
^''°J^'^ ^

would probably have had the effect defigned by itj ^{t^^s,

"'

if fome accidents had not happened that changed

the face of affairs, which are not rightly under-

ilood : And therefore 1 will open them clearly.

The Earl of Montrofe and a party of high Roya-
lifls were for entring into an open breach with the

country in the beginning of the year 1643,1 ^^^

offered no probable methods of maintaining it •, nor*

could they reckon themfelves affured of any confi-

derable party. They were full of undertakings :

But when they were preffed to fhew what concur-

rence might be depended on, nothing was offered

but from the Highlanders : And on this wife men
Could hot rely : So Duke Hamilton would not ex-

pofe the King's affairs by fuch a defperate v/ay of

proceeding. Upon this they went to Oxford, and
filled all people there with complaints of the trea-

chery of the Hamiltons ; and they pretended they /

could have fecured Scotland, if their proportions

had been entertained. This was but too fuitable to

the King's own inclination?, and to the huiiiour

that was then prevailing at Oxford. S6 when the

two Hamiltons came up, they were not admitted

to fpeak to the King : And it was believed, if the

younger brother had not made his efcape, that both

would have fuffered \ for when the Queen heard of

his efcape, fhe v^ith great commotion faid, Aber^
corn has miffed a Dukedom •, for that Earl was a

PapiH, and next to the two brothers. Theycould
have demonftrated, if heard, that they were fure

of above two parts in three of the officers of the

iarmy -, and did not doubt to have engaged the

army«in the King's caufe. But the failing in this

Vol. I, E was
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was not all. The Earl, then made Marquis of
Montrofe, had powers given him, fuch as he de-

fired, and was fent down with them : But he could

do nothing till the end ofthe year. A great body of

the Macdonalds commanded by one Col. Killoch

Carrie over from Ireland to recover Kentire, the bell

country of all the Highlands, out from which
they had been driven by the Argile family, who
had poireffed their country about fifty years. The
head of thefe was the Earl of Antrim, who had
married the Duke of Buckingham's widow : And
being a Papift, and having a great command in

XJlfter, was much relied on by the Qtieen. He
was the main perfon in the firft rebellion, and was

the moft engaged ' in blood-fhed of any in the

north : Yet he continued to correfpond with the

Queen to the great prejudice of the King's affairs.

When the Marquis of Montrofe heard they were

,in Argiiefhire, he went to them, and told them,

if they would let him lead them he would carry

them into the heart of the Kingdom, and procure

them better quarters and good pay : So he led

them into Ferthfhire. The Scots had at that time

an army in England, and another in Ireland : Yet
they did not think it neceffary to call home any

part of either, but defpifmg the Irilh, and the

Highlanders, they raifed a tumultuary army, and

put it under the command of fome Lords noted

for want of courage, and of others who v/iilied

well to the other fide. The Marquis of Mon-
trofe's men were defperate, and met with little re-

fiftance : So that fmail body of the Covenanfers

army was routed. And here the Marquis of Mon-
'trofe got horfes and ammunition, having but three

^horfes before, and powder only for one charge.

"Then he became confiderabie : And he marched
"through the northern parts by Aberdeen. The
'Marquis of Huntly was in the King's interefts 5

"but v/oiild not join with him., tho' his fons did.

"Aftrology ruined him : He believed the ftarsj

.5 and
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and they deceived him : He faid often, that neither

the King, nor the Hamiltons, nor Montrole

would profper : He believed he Ihould outlive

them allj and efcape at laft ; as it happened in

conclufion, as to outliV-irig the others. He was

naturally a gallant man : But the ftars had fu fub-

dued himj that he made a poor figure during the

whole courfe of the v/ars.

The Marquis of Montrdfe*s fuccefs was very doodad-

inifchievbus, and proved the ruin of the King's ^'.^^^
,' r v_j piven t(>

affairs : On which I Hiould not have depended en- the King*^

tirely, if I had had this only from the Earl of Lau-
derdale, who was indeed my firft author : But it

was fully confirmed to me by the Lord HoUis,
who had gone in with great heat into the begin-

nings of the war : But he foon faw the ill confe-

quences it already had, and the worfe that were
like to grow with the progrefs of it : He had in

the beginning of the year forty three^ when he

was fent to Oxford with the propofitions, taken

great pains on all about the King to convince them
of the necelTity of their yielding in time ; fince

the longer they flood out the conditions would be

harder : And when he was fent by the Parliament

in the end of the year forty four, with other pro-

pofitions, he and Whitlock entered into fecret

conferences with the King^ of which fome ac-

count is given by Whitlock in his memoirs*

They with other commifTioners that v/ere fent to

Oxford pofTeiTed the King, and-all that were in

jgreat credit with him^ with this, that it was ab-

foiutely necefTary the King fl-^ould put an end to

the war by a treaty : A new party of hot men
Was fpringing up^ that were plainly for changing
the Government : They were growing much in the:

army, but were yeX far from carrying any thing

in the houfe : They had gained much ftrength:

this fummer : And they might make a great pro-

grefs by the accidents that another year might
produce: Thcf coftfefTed there were many things

jE 2 hard
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hard to be digefted, that muft be done in order

to a peace : They afked things that were unrea-

fonable : But they were forced to confent to thofe

demands : Otherwife they would have loft their

credit with the City and the people, who could

not be fatisfied without a very entire fecurity, and

a full fatisfadion : But the extremity to which
matters might be carried otherwife, made it ne-

cefTary to come to a peace on any terms what-

foever ; fince no terms could be fo bad as the con-

tinuance of the war : The King muft truft them,

tho' they were not at that time difpofed to truft

him fo much as it were to be wifhed : They faid

farther, that if a peace fhould follow, it would be

'a much eafier thing to get any hard laws now
moved for to be repealed, than it was now to

hinder their being infifted on. With thefe things

Hollis told me that the King and many of his

counfellours, who faw how his affairs declined,

and with what difficulty they could hope to con-

tinue the war another year, were fatisfied. The
King more particularly began to feel the infolence

of the military men, and of thofe who were daily

reproaching him with their fervices ; fo that they

were become as uneafy to him as thofe of Weft-
minfter had been formerly. But fome came in the

interval from Lord Montrofe with fuch an account

of what he had done, of the ftrength he had, and
of his hopes next fummer, that the King was by
that prevailed on to believe his affairs would mend,
and that he might afterwards treat on better terms.

This unhappily wrought fo far, that the limita-

tions he put on thofe he {cut to treat at Uxbridge
made the whole defign mifcarry. That raifed the

fpirits of thofe that were already but too much
exafperated. The Marquis of Montrofe made a

great progrefs the next year : But he laid no laft-

ing foundation, for he did not make himfelf mafter

of the ftrong places or pafTes of the Kingdom.
After his laft and greateft victory at Kilfyth he

6 was'

.But not

tbllowet
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was lifted up out of meafure. The Macdonalds
were every where fierce mailers, and ravenous

plunderers : And the other Highlanders, who did

not fuch military executions, yet were good at

robbing : And when they had got as much as

they could carry home on their backs, they de-

ferted. The Macdonalds alfo left him to go and
execute their revenge on the Argile's country.

The Marquis of Montrofe thought he was now
m after, but had no fcheme how to fix his con-

quefts : He wafted the eftates of his epemies,

chiefly the Hamiltons ; and went towards the bor-

ders of England, tho' he had but a fmall force

left about him : But he thought his qame carried

terrour with it. So he wrjt to the King that he
had gone over the land from Dan to Beerlheba

:

He prayed the King to come down in thefe words»
*' Come thou, and take the City, left I take it, and
" it be called by my name." This letter was
writ, but never fent ; for he was routed, and his

papers taken, before he had dilpatched the courier.

When his papers were taken, many letters of the

King, and of others at Oxford, were found, as

the Earl of Crawford, one appointed to rpad them,
told me , which increafed the difgufts 3 But thefe

were not publifhed. Upon this occafion many
prifoners that had quarters given them were mur-
dered in cold blood : And as they fent them to

fome towns that had been ill ufed by Lord Mon-
trofe's army, the people in revenge fell on them
and knock'd them on the head. Several perfons

of quality were condemned for being with them :

And they were proceeded againft both with feve-

rity and with indignities. The preachers thun-
dred in their pulpits againft all that did the work
of the Lord deceitfully -, and cried out againft all

that were for moderate proceedings, as guilty of
the blood that had been Ihed. " Thine eye Ihall

" not pity, and thou Ihalt not fpare," were often

inculcated after every execution : They triumphed

E 3 with
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with fo little decency, that it gave all people very ill

impreffions of them. But this was not the worft:

effed of Lord Montrofe's expedition. It loft the

opportunity at Uxbridge : It alienated the Scots

much from the King : It exalted all that were ene-

mies to peace. Now they feemed to have fome
colour for all thofe afperfions they had caft on the

King, as if he had been in a correfpondence with

the Iriih rebels, when the worft tribe of them had

been thus employed by him. His affairs de-

clined totally in England that fummer : And
Lord Hollis faid to me, all was owing to Lord
Montrofe's unhappy fucceffes.

Antrim's Upon this occalion I will relate fomewhat con-
correipon-

^^^^^^^ ^^^ g^rl of Antrim. I had in my hand

the King feveral of his letters to the King in the year 1646,
and writ in a very confident ftyle. One was fomewhat
Qh^^"- particular : He in a poftfcript defired the King to

fend the inclofed to the good woman, without

making any excufe for the prefumption ; by
which, as follows in the poftfcript, he meant his

wife, the Dutchefs of Buckingham. This made
me more eafy to believe a ftory that the Earl of

Eflex told me he had from the Earl of Northum-
berland : Upon the Reftoration, in the year 1660,

Lord Antrim was thought guilty of fo much
bloodfhed, that it was taken for granted he could

not be included in the indemnity that was to pafs

in Ireland: Upon this he (Lord Antrim) feeing

the Duke of Ormond fet againft him, came over to

|_;pndon, and was lodged at Somerfet-EIoufe : And
it was believed, that having no children he fettled

his eftate on Jermyn then Earl of St. Albans

:

But before he came away, he had made a prior

fcttlement in favour of his brother. He petition-

ed the King to order a Committee of Cotmcil to

examine the warrants that he had a<5ted upon.

The Earl of Clarendon was for rejecting the pe-

tition, as containing a high indignity to the me-
mory of King Charles the firft : And faid plainly;

at
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at Council table, that if any perfon had pretended

to affirm fuch a thing while they were at Oxford^

he would either have been feverely punifhed for it,

or the King would foon have had a very thin

Court. But it leemed juft to fee what he had to

fay for himfelf : So a committee was named, pf

which the Earl of Northumberland was the chief.

He produced to them feme of the King's letters

;

But they did not come up. to a full proof. In one

of them the King wrote, that he had not then

Icifure, but referred himfelf to the Queen's letter ;

and faid, that was all one as if he writ himfelf.

Upon this foundation he produced a feries of let-

ters writ by himfelf to the Queen, in which he

gave her an account of every one of thefe particu-

lars that were laid to his charge, and fhev/ed the

grounds he went on, and defired her direftions to

every one of thefe : He had anfwers ordering him'

to do as he did. This the Queen-mother efpouf-

ed with great zeal -, and faid, Ihe was bound in

honour to fave him. I faw a great deal of that

•management, for I was then at Court. But it

was generally believed, that this train of letters

was made up at that time in a collufion between

the Queen and him : So a report was prepared to

be figned by the Committee, fetting forth that he

had fo fully juftified himfelf in every thing that

had been obje6led, to him, that he ought not to

be excepted out of the indemnity. This was
brought hrft to the Earl of Northumberland to

be figned by him : But he refufed it ; and faid,

he was forry he had produced fuch warrants, but

he did not think they could ferve his turn •, for

he did not believe any warrant from the King or

Queen could juftify fo much bloodfhed, in fo

many black inllances as were laid againft him.
Upon his refufal the reft of the Committee did not

think fit to fign the report : So it was let fall

:

And the King was prevailed on to write to the

Duke of Ormond, telling him that he had fo vinr

E 4 dicated
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dicated himfelf, that he muft endeavour to get him
to be included in the indemnity. That was done \

and was no fmall reproach to the King, that did

thus facrifice his father's honour to his mother's

The ori- importunity. Upon this the Earl of EfTex told

ginal of me, that he had taken all the pains he could to

(fhe Irifh enquire into the original of the Irifh maffacre, but
^ ^^^^'

could never fee any reafon to believe the King had

any acceffion to it. Pie did indeed believe that

1. the Queen hearkened to the proportions made by
the Irilh, who undertook to fake the Government
of Ireland into their hands, which they thought

they could eafily perform : And then, they faid,

they would aflift the King to fubdue the hot fpirits

at Weilminfter. With this the plot of the infur-

redion began: And alf the Irifh believed the

Queen encouraged it. But in the firft delign there

was no thought of a malTacre : That came in

head as they were laying the methods of executing

it : So, as thofe were managed by the Priefts, they

were the chief men that fet on the Irilli to all the

^ blood and cruelty that followed.

I know nothing in particular of the fequel of

the v/ar, nor of all the confufions that happened

till the murder of King Charles tiie firft: Only
one paflagel had from Lieutenant General Dru-
mond, afterwards Lord Strathallan. He ferved

on the King's fide : But he had many friends

among thofe who v/ere for the Covenant : So the

King's affairs being now ruined, he v/as recom-

mended to Cromwell, being then in a treaty

with the Spanifh AmbafTador, who was negotiating

for fome regiments to be levied and fent over

from Scotland to Flanders : He happened to be

with Cromwell when the commifTioners fent from

Scotland to proteft againff the putting the King
to death came to argue the matter with him.

Cromwell bade Drumond ftay and hear their con-

ference, which he did. They began in a heavy

languid ^^\^ to lay indeed great load on the
^ King:
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King : But they ftill infifted on that claufe In tlie

Covenant, by which they fwore they would be

faithful in the prefervation of his Majeily's per-

fon : With this they Ihewed upon what terms

Scotland, as well as the two Houfes, had engaged

in the war 3 and what folemn declarations of their

zeal and duty to the King they all along publilh-

ed •, which would now appear, to the fcandal and

reproach of the chriftian name, to have been falfe

pretences, if when the King was in their power

they ftiould proceed to extremities. Upon this Cromwell

Cromwell entered into a long difcourfe of the na- argues

ture of the regal power, according to the princi-
g^^^^ ^^^_

pies of Mariana and Buchanan : He thought a cerning

breach of truft in a King ought to be punifhed the King's

more than any other crime whatfoever : He faid
<^^^^^*

as to their Covenant, they fwore to the preferva-

tion of the King's perfon in defence of the true

religion : If then it appeared that the fettlement

of the true religion was obllruded by the King,

fo that they could not come at it but by putting

him out of the way, then their oath could not

bind them to the preferving him any longer. He
faid alfo, their Covenant did bind them to bring

all malignants, incendiaries, and enemies to the

caufe, to condign punifhment : And was not this

to be executed impartially ? What were all thofe

on whom publick juftice had been done, efpecially

thofe who fuffered for joining with Montrofe, but

fmall offenders afting by commiffion from the

King, who was therefore the principal, and fo the

moft guilty ? Drumond faid, Cromwell had plainly

the better of them at their own weapon, and upon
their own principles. At this time prefbytery

was at its height in Scotland.

In fummer 1648, when the Parliament declared Theop-

they would engage to refcue the King from his
SjfcTne^

imprifonment, and the Pa]rliament of Englan4 ral AfTem-

from the force it was put under by the army, the bly to the

Nobility went into the defign,' all except fix or P^rl^a-



^t A S u M M A R y of Affairs

eight. The King had figned an engagement to

make good his offers to the Nation of the nor-

thern counties, with the other conditions formerly

mentioned : And particular favours were promifed

to every one that conairred in it. The Marquis
of Argile gave it out that the Hamiltons, let them
pretend what they would, had no fincere inten-

tions to their caufe, but had engaged to ferve the

King on his own terms : He filled the preachers

with fuch jealoufies of this, that tho' all the de-

mands that they made for the fecurity of their

jcaufe, and in declaring the grounds of the war,

were complied with, yet they could not be fatif-

fied, but ftill faid the Hamiltons were in a con-

federacy with the malignants in England, and did

not intend to fland to what they promifed. The
General Affembly declared againft it, as an un-

lawful confederacy with the enemies of God j and

called it the Unlawful Engagement, which came
to be the name commonly given to it in all their

pulpits. They every where preached againft it,

and oppofed the levies all they could by folemn

denunciations of the wrath and curfe of God on

all concerned in them. This was a flrange piece

of oppofition to the flate, little inferiour to what

was pretended to, and put in praftice by the Church

of Rome.
The f6uth-weft counties of Scotland have fel-

dom corn enough to ferve them round the year :

And the northern parts producing more than they

need, thofe in the weft come in the fummer to

buy at Leith the ftores that come from the north :

And from a word Whiggam, ufed in driving their

horfes, all that drove were called the Whiggamors,

and fhorter the. Whiggs. Now in that year, after

the news came down of Duke Hamilton's defeat,

the Minifters animated their people to rife, and

march to Edinburgh : And they came up march*

ing on the head of their pariflies, with an un-

heard-of fliry, praying ^nd preaching all the way
as
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as they came. The Marquis of Argile and his The Mi-

party came and headed them, they being about "^^7^

6000. This was called the Whiggamor's inroad :
JlJf ^j-rec-

And ever after that all that oppofed the Court don.

came in contempt to be called Whiggs : And
from Scotland the word was brought into Eng-
land, where it is now one of our unhappy terms

of diftindion.

The Committee of their eftates, with the force

they had in their hands, could eafily have diffi-

pated this undifciplin'd herd. But they knowing
their own weaknefs fent to Cromwell defiring his

affiftance. Upon that the Committee faw they

could not Hand before him : So they came to a

treaty, and delivered up the Government to this

new body. Upon their affuming it, they de-

clared all who had ferved or aflifted in the engage-

ment incapable of any employment, till they had
firft fatisfied the Kirk of the truth of their repen-

tance, and made publick profeffions of it. All

Churches were upon that full of mock penitents,

fome making their acknowledgments all in tears

to gain more credit with the new party. The
Earl of Lowdun, that was Chancellour, had en-

tered into folemn promifes both to the King and
the Hamiltons : But when he came tp Scotland,

his wife, a high covenanter, and an heirefs by
whom he had both honour and eftate, threatned

him, if he went on that way, with a procefs of

adultery, in which fhe could have had very copious

proofs : He durft not ftand this, and fo com-
pounded the matter by the deferting his friends,

and turning over to the other fide : Of which he
made publick profeffion in the Church of Edin-
burgh with many tears, confefling his weaknefs
in yielding to the temptation of what had a Ihew
of honour and loyalty, for which he exprefled a

hearty forrow. Thofe that came in early with
great fhews of compundion got eafier off: But
thofe who ftood out long found it a harder mat-

ter
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ter to make their Peace. Cromwell came down to
Scotland, and faw the new model fully fettled.

The During his abfence from the fcene, the treats-

treaty in of the ifle of Wight was fet on foot by the Par-
the ifle of ijament, who feeing the army at fuch a diilance

^^ ^' took this occafion of treating with the King. Sir

Henry Vane, and others who were for a change of
Government, had no mind to treat any more. But
both city and country were fo defirous of a per-

fonal treaty, that it could not be reiifted. Vaae,

Pierpoint, and fome others went to the treaty on
purpofe to delay matters till the army could be
brought up to London, All that viihed well to

the treaty prayed the King at their firft coming to

difpatch the bufmefs with all poffibie hafte, and ta

grant the firft day ail that he could bring himfelf

to grant on the laft. Hollis and Grimftone told

me, they had both on their knees begged this of

the King. They faid, they knew Vane would
ftudy to draw out the treaty to a great length :

And he, who declared for an unbounded liberty of

confcience, would try to gain on the King's party

by the offer of a toleration for the common prayer-

and the epifcopal clergy. His deiign in that was
to gain time, till Cromwell fhould fettle Scotland

and the north. But they faid, it the King would
frankly come in without the formalitjy of papers

backward and forward, and fend them back next

day with the conceffions that were abfolutely ne-

eeifary, they did not doubt but he fhould in a very

few- days be brotight up with honour, freedom and

faie.ty to the Parliament, and that matters fhould

be brought to a prefent fettiement. Titus, who
was then much trulted by the King, and employed

in a negotiation with the prefbyterian party, told

me he had fpoke often and earneftly to him in

the fame ftrain : But the King could not come to

g, -refolution : And. he {till fancied, that in the

ilruggle between the Houfe of Commons and the

Army, both faw they needed him fo much to give

them
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them the fuperiour ftrength, that he imagined by

balancing them he would bring both fides into a

creater dependence on himfelf, and force them to

better terms. In this Vane flattered the epifcopal

party, to the King*s ruin as well as their own.

But they (lili hated the Prefbyterians as the firft

authors of the war -, and feemed unwilling to think

well of them,, or to be beholding to them. Thus
the treaty went on with a fatal flownefs : And by

the time it was come to fome maturity, Cromwell

came up with his army and overturned all.

Upon this I will fet down what Sir Harbotlfe ^^^.?',.^

Grimilon told me a few weeks before his death :
J^^Jj^.

Whether it was done at this time or the year be- tion.

fore I cannot tell : I rather believe the latter.

When the Houfe ofCommons and the Army were a

quarrelling, at a meeting of the officers, it was
propofed to purge the army better, that they

might knov/ whom to depend on, Cromwell
upon that (liid, he was fure of the Army ; but

there was another body that had more need of

purging, naming the Houfe of Commons, and he

thought the Army only could do that. Two offi-

cers, that were prefent brought an account of this

to Grimfton, who carried them with him to the

Lobby of the Houfe of Commons, they being

refoived to jullify it to the Houfe. There was
another debate then on foot : But Grimfton di-

verted it, and faid, he had a matter of privilege

of the higheft fort to lay before them : It was
about the being and freedom of the Houfe. So
he charged Cromwell with the defign of putting a

force on the Houfe : He had his witneiles at the

door, and delired they might be examined : They
were brought to the barr, and juftified all that they

had faid to him,, and gave a full relation of all

that had pafled at their meetings. When they
withdrew, Cromwell fell down on his knees, and
made a folemn prayer to God, attefting his inno-

cence, and his zeal for the fervice of the houfe »
He
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He fubmitted himfelf to the providence of God^
who it feems thought fit to exercife him with ca-

lumny and flander, but he committed his caufe to

him: This he did with great vehemence, and

with many tears. After this ftrange and bold pre-

amble he made fo long a fpeech, juftifying both

Jhimfelf and the reft of the officers, except a few

that feemed inclined to return back to Egypt, that

he wearied out the Houfe, and wrought fo much
on his party, that what the witnefTes had faid was fo

little believed, that had it been moved Grimfton

thought that both he and they would have been

fent to the Tower. But whether their guilt made
them modeft, or that they had no mind to have

the matter much talked of, they let it fall : And
there was no ftrength on the other fide to carry it

farther. To compleat the fcene, as foon as ever

Cromwell got out of the Houfe, he refolved to

truft himfelf no more among them -, but went to

the Army, and in a few days he brought them up,

and forced a great many from the Houfe.

I had much difcourfe on this head with one who
knew Cromwell well and all that fet of men ; and

alked him how they could excufe all the prevari-

cations, and other ill things, of which they were

vifibly guilty in the condui6t of their affairs v He
told me, they believed there vv^ere great occafions

in which fome men were called to great fervices*

in the doing of which they were excufed from the

common rules of morality : Such were the prac-

tices of Ehud and Jael, Samfon and David : And
by this they fancied they had a privilege from ob-

ferving the ftanding rules. It is very obvious

how far this principle may be carried, and how all

juftice and mercy may be laid afide on this pre-

tence by every bold enthufiaft. Ludlow in his

memoirs juftifies this force put on the Parliament

j

as much as he condemns the force that Cromwell

and the Army afterwards put on the Houfe : And
^j.e feems to lay this down for a maxim, that the

military
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military power ought always to be fubje<5t to the
>,,

civil : And yet, without any fort of refentment
'

for what he had done, he owns the fhare he had

in the force put on the Parliament at this time.

The plain reconciling of this is, that he thought

when the Army judged the Parliament was in the

wrong they might ufe violence, but not other-

wife : Which gives the Army a fuperiour autho-

rity, and an infpedion into the proceedings of the

Parliament. This fhews how impoffible it is to

fet up a Commonwealth in England : For that

cannot be brought about but by a military force :

And they will ever keep the Parliament in fub-

jedion to them, and fo keep up their own au-

thority.

I will leave all that relates to the King's trial

and death to common hiftorians, knowing nothing

that is particular of that great tranfa6lion, which

was certainly one " of the moft amazing fcenes in

hiftory. Ireton was the perfon that drove it on : ^^^^ ^'^^

For Cromwell was all the while in fome fufpence ^"'^^5"'

about it. Ireton had the principles and the tern- fhe taking

per of a CafTius in him : He ftuck at nothing that the King's

might have turned England to a Commonwealth :
^^^^•

And he found out Cook and Bradfhaw, two bold

lawyers, as proper inftruments for managing it.

Fairfax was much diftradted in his mind, and
changed purpofes often every day. The Prefby-. '-

terians and the body of the City were mucli

againft it, and were every where falling and pray-

ing for the King's prefervation. There was not

above 8000 of the Army about the town : But
thefe were felefted out of the whole Army, as the

moft engaged in enthufiafm : And they were kept

at prayer in their way almoft day and night, ex-

cept when they were upon duty : So that they

were wrought up to a pitch of fury, that ftruck a

terrour into all people. On the other hand the

King's party was without fpirit : And, as many qf

tjiemfelves have faid to me, they could never be-

lieve
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lieve his death was really intended till it was tod

late. Thfey thought all was a pageantry to ftrike

a terrour, and to torce the King to fuch conceiTions

as they had a mind to extort from him.

The The King himfelffhewed a calm and a compofed

King's be., firmnefs, which amazed all people; and that fo

h'aviour. much the more^ becaufe it was not natural to

him. It was imputed to a very extraordinary

meafure of fupernatural affiftance. Bilhop Juxon
did the duty of his funftiori honeftlyj but with a

dry coldnefs that could not raife the King's

thoughts : So that it was owing wholly to fome-

what within himfelf that he went thro' fo many in-

dignities with fo much true greatncfs, without dif-

order or any fort of affe6lation. Thus he died

greater than he had lived -, and fhewed, that which

has been often obferved of the whole race of the

Stuarts, that they bore misfortunes better than

profperity. His reign both in peace and war was

a continual feries of errours : So that it does not

appear that he had a true judgment of things.

He was out of meafure fet on following his hu-

mour, but unreafonably feeble to thofe whom he

trufted, chiefly to the Queen. He had too high a

notion of the regal power, and thought that every

oppofition to it was rebellion. He minded little

things too much, and was more concerned in the

drawing of a paper than in fighting a battle. He
had a firm averfion to Popery, but was much in-

clined to a middle way between Proteflants and

Papifls, by which he loft the one without gaining

the other. His engaging the Duke of Rohan in

the war of Rochelle, and then afhfting him fo
_

poorly, and forfaking him at iaft, gave an ill

charafter of him to ail the Proteftants abroad.

The Earl of Lauderdale told me, the Duke of

Rohan was at Geneva, where he himfelf was^

when he received a very long letter, or rather a

little book from my father, which gave him a

copious account of the beginning of the troubles

in
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in Scotland : He tranflated it to the Duke of

Rohan, who expreffed a vehement indignation at

the Court of England for their ufage of him : Of
which this was the account he then gave.

The Duke of Buckingham had a fecret conver- The af-

fation with the Queen of France, of which the '^'^ °^

Queen-mother was very jealous, and pofieiled the

King w*ith fuch a fenfe of it, that he was ordered

immediately to leave the Court. Upon his return

to England, under this affront he poiiefied the

King with fuch a hatred of that Court, that the

Queen was ill ufed on her coming over, and all her

fervants were fefit back. He told him alfo that the

Proteftants were fo ill ufed, and fo ilirong, that if

he would proteft them they would involve that

Kingdom in nev/ wars •, which he reprefented as

To glorious a beginning of his reign, that the

King without weighing the confequence of it fent

one to treat with the Duke of Rohan about it.

Great affillance was promifed by fea : So a war
was refolved 6n, in which the fhare that our Court

had is well enough known. But the infamous

part was, that Richlieu got the King of France to

make his Queen write an obliging letter to the

Duke of Buckingham, alTuring him that, if he

would let Rocheiie fall without affifting it, he

fhould have leave to come over, and fliould fettle

the whole matter of the religion according to their

edidls. This v/as a ftrange proceeding : But Car-

dinal Richlieu could turn that weak King as he

pleafed. Upon this the Duke made that Ihameful

campaign of the iPie of Rhee. But finding next

winter that he v/as not to be fuffered to go over

into France, and that he was abufed into a falfe

hope, he refolved to have followed that matter
^^ ^,^^^^.

with more vigour, when he was dabbed by Felton, ofirink-.fic:

There is anodier ftory told of the King's con- th- Spa-"

du6l during the peaceable part of his reign, which "/^,^'^'

I-had from Halewyn of Dort, who was one of the
a Com-'

judges in the Court of Holland, and was the mon-

VOL, L F Wifeft' wealth.
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wifeft and greateft man I knew among them. He
told me, he had it from his father, who being

then the chief man of Dort was of the States, and
had the fecret communicated to him. When Ifa-

bella Clara Eugenia grew old, and began to de-

^line^ a great many ot her council^ apprehending

what miferies they would fall under, when they

fhould be again in the hands of the Spaniards,

formed a def]gn of making themfelves a free Com-
monwealth, that, in imitation of the union among,
the Cantons of Switzerland that were of both re-

ligions, there fhould be a perpetual confederacy

between them and the States of the fcven provin-

ces. This they communicated to Henry Frede-

rick Prince of Orange, and to fome of the States,

who approved of it, but thought it neceffary to

engage the King of England in it. The Prince

of Orange told the Englifh EmbafTadour, that

there was a matter of great confequence that was
fit to be laid before the King ; but it was of fuch a

nature, and fach perfons were concerned in it, that

it could not be communicated, unlefs the King
would be pleafed to promife abfolute fecrecy for

the prefent. The King did : And then the Prince

of Orange fent him the whole fcheme. The fe-

Cret was ill kept : Either the King trufted it to

fome who difcovered it, or the paper was ftollen

from him -, for it was fent over to the Court of

Bruxells : One of the Miniftry loft his head for

it : And fome took the alarm fo quickly that they

got to Holland out of danger. After this the

Prince of Orange had no commerce with our

Court, and often lamented that fo great a defign

was fo unhappily loft. He had an ill opinion of

the King's condud: of the war ; for when the

Queen came over, and brought fome of the gene-

rals with her, the Prince faid, after he had talked

with them, (as the late King told me,) he did not

wor.der to fee the affairs of England decline as they

did, fince he had talked with the King's generals.

I will
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I will not enter farther into the military part

:

For I remember an advice of Marfhal Schom-
berg's, never to meddle in the relation ot military

matters. He faid, fome afFefted to relate thofe

affairs in all the terms of war, in v/hich they com-
mitted great errours, that expoied them to the fcorn

of all commanders, who muft defpife relations

that pretend to an exaftnefs when there were blun-

ders in every part of them.

In the King's death the ill effect of extreme vio- The illef-

lent counfels difcovered itfelf Ireton hoped that ^^^jg^^

by this all m.en concerned in it would become irre- counlels.

concileable to monarchy, and would ad as defpe-

rate men^ and deftroy all that might revenge that

blood. But this had a very different effed.

Something of the fame nature had happened in

lower inftances before : But they were not the

wifer for it. The Earl of Strafford's death made
all his former errours be forgot : It raifed his cha-

rader, and call a lafting odium on that way of

proceeding ; whereas he had funk in his credit by

any cenfure lower than death, and had been little

pitied, if not thought juflly punifhed. The like

effe6t followed upon Archbifliop Laud's death.

He was a learned, a fincere and zealous man, re- .

gular in his own life, and humble in his private

deportment ; but was a hot, indifcreet man, ea-

' gerly purfuing fome matters that were either very

inconfiderable or mifchievous, fuch as fetting the

communion table by the eall walls of churcheo,

bowing to it, and calling it the Altar, the fup-

prefTmg the Walloons privileges, the breaking of

ledures, the encouraging of fports on the Lord's

day, with fome other things that were of no va-

lue : And yet all the zeal and heacl^f that time

was laid out on thefe. His feverity in the Star-

chamber and in die High-Commiffion-Court, but

above all his violent and indeed inexcufable in-

juftice in the profecution of Bifhop Williams,

Fa . ,. -wer^" ^
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were fuch vifible blemifhes, that nothing but the
putting him to deatli in lb unjuft a manner could
have raifed his charafter ; which indeed it did to
a degree of fetting him up as a pattern, and
the eilabliihing all his notions as ttandards, by
which judgments are to be made of men whether
they are true to the church or not. His diary,

tho' it was a bafe thing to piibliih it, reprefents

him as an abjed: fawner on the Duke of Buck-
ingham, and as a fuperftitious regarder of dreams :

His defence of himfelf, writ with fo much care

when he was in the Tower, is a very mean per-
formance. He intended in that to make an ap-
peal to the world. In moil particulars he exc«fes
himfelf by this, that he was but one of many,
who either in Council, Star-chamber, or High-
Commiffion voted illegal things. Now tho' this

was true, yet a chief Minifter, and one in high
favour, determines the reft fo much, that they
are generally little better than machines aded by
him. On other occafions he fays, the thing was
jprdved but by one witnefs. Now, how ftrong
ibever thi^ defence may be in law, it is of no
force in an appeal to the world -, for if a thing is

true, it is no matter how full or how defedive
the proof is. The thing that gave me the ftrong-
eft prejudice againft him in that book is, that af-

ter he had fecn the ill effeds of his violent coun-
fels, and had been fo long Ihut up, and fo long
at leifure to refled on what paffed in the hurry of
paffion, in the exaltation of his profperity, he
does not in any one part of that great work ac-t.

knowledge his own errours, nor mix in it any wife
or pious refi-edions on the ill ufage he met with
or the unhappy fteps he had made : So that while
his enemies did really magnify him by their in-

human profecution, his friends Heylin and Whar-
ton have as much leOened him, the one by writ-

ing his life, and the other by publifhing his vin-
di^'ation of himfelf

But



before the R e s t o ? a t i o n. 69

But the recoiling of cruel counfels on the au- The ae-

thers of them never appeared more eminently than ^"""'^^^

in the death of King Charles the firil, whofe feri- ^.'^^'-

*°

ous and chriftian deportment in it made ail his for-

mer errours be entirely fogot, and railed a compaffi-

onate regard to him, that drew a lafting hatred on

the adors, and was the true occafion ot the great

turn of the nation in the year 1660. This was

much heightened by the publifhing of his book

called Eu^cjv Bacr.At;.-;,, which was univerfally believed

to be his own : And that coming out foon after his

death had the greateft run, in many impreffions,

that any book has had in our age. There was in

it a noblenefs and juftnefs of thought with a great-

nefs of llile, that made it to be iook'd on as the ....

beft writ book in the Englifli language : And the

piety of the prayers made all people cry out againft

the murder of a Prince, who thought fo ferioully

of all his afflirs in his fecret meditations before

God. I was bred up with a high veneration of this

book : And I remember that, when I heard how
fome denied it to be his, I alked the Earl of Lo-

thian about it, who both knew the King very well

and loved him little : He feeraed confident it was

his own work ; for he faid, he had heard him fay

a great many of thofe very periods that he found

in that book. Being thus confirmed in that per-

fuafion, I was not a little furprifed, when in the

year 1673, in which I had a great fhare of favour

and free converfation with the then Duke of York,

afterwards King James the fecond, as he fuffered

me to talk very freely to him about matters of re-

ligion, and as I was urging him with fomewhat

out of his father's book, he told me that book was

not of his father's writing, and that the letter to

the Prince of Wales was never brought to 1]

He faid. Dr. Gav/den writ it : After the n
tion he brought the Duke of Somerfet and the Earl

of Southampton both to the King and to himfelf,

F 3 wno
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who affirmed that they knew it was his writing ;

and that it was carried down by the Earl of South-

ampton, and fhewed the King during the treaty of
Islewpbrt, who read it, and approved of it as con-

taining his fenfe of things. Upon this he told me,
that tho' Sheldon and the other Bifcops oppofed
Gawden's promotion becaufe he had taken tne Co-
venant, yec the merits of that fervice carried it for

him, notwithftanding the oppofition made to it.

There has been a great deal of dilputing about this

book : Some are fo zealous for maintaining it to

be the King's, that they think a man falfe to the

Church that doubts it to be his : Yet the evidence

fmce that time brought to the contrary has been fo

ffrong, that I muft leave that under the fame un-
certainty under which I found it : Only this is cer-

tain, that Gawden never writ any thing with that

torce, his other writings being fuch, that no man
from a likenefs of ftyle would think him capable of

writing fo extraordinary a book as that is.

The Scots Upon the King's death the Scots proclaimed his

treat with fon King, and fent over Sir George Wincam, that

J,'"^, married my sfreat aunt, to treat with him while he

the fe-
"^^^ ""^ ^^^ i^^^ o^ Jerfey. The King entred into a

cond. negotiation with them, and fent him back with ge-

neral affurances of confenting to every reafonable

propofition that they jfhould fend him. He named
the Hague for the place of treaty, he being to go
thither in a few days. So the Scots fent over com-
miffioners, the chief of whom were the Earls of
Caffiles and Lothian, the former of thefe was my
firft v^ife's lather, a man of great virtue and of a

confiderable degree of good underftanding : He
was fo fmcere, that he would fuffer no man to take

his words in any other fenfe than as he meant them :

He adhered firmly to his infti-u6lions, but with fo

much candour, that King Charles retained very
kind impreffions of it to his life's end. The man
theii in tke greateil favour with the King was the

Duke
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Duke of Buckingham : He was wholly turned to

mirth and pleafure : He had the art of turning

perfons or things into ridicule beyond any" man of

the age : He poiTeffed the young King with very

ill principles, both as to religion and morality,

and with a very mean opinion of his father, whofe

ftiffnefs was with him a frequent fubjed ot raillery.

He prevailed with the King to enter into a treaty

with the Scots, tho' that was vehemently oppoied

by almoft all the reft that were about him, who

preffed him to adhere fteadily to his father's max-

ims and example.

When the King came to the Hague, William Mon-

Duke of Hamilton and the Earl of Lauderdale, ^'Z^^^

who had leit Scotland, entred into a great meafure
""'^'*'

of favour and confidence with him. The Marquis

of Montrofe came likewife to him, and undertook

if he would follow his counfels to reftore him to his

Kingdoms by main force : But when th? King de-

fired the Prince of Orange to examine the methods

which he propofed, he entertained him with a reci-

tal of his own performances and of the credit he

was in among the people •, and faid, the whole na-

tion would rife if he went over, tho' accompanied

only with a page. He defired of the King nothing

but power to ad in his name, with a fupply in mo-

ney, and a letter recommending him to the King

pf Denmark for a fhip to carry him' over, and tor

fuch arms as he could fpare. With that the King

gave him the Garter. He got firll to Orkney, and

from thence into the Highlands qf Scotland i but

could perform nothing of what he had undertaken.

At lail he was betrayed by one of thofe to whom
he trufted himfelf, Mackland of Affin, and was

brought over a prifoner to Edinburgh. He was And

carried thro' the ftreets with all the infamy that death,

brutal men could contrive : And in a few days he

was hanged on a very high gibbet : And his head

and quarters were fet up in divers places of the

F .4 Kingdom.
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Kingdom. His behaviour under all that barba-

rous ufage was as great and firm to the laft, look-

ing on all that was done to him with a noble fcorn,

as the fury of his enemies was black and univerfally

detefbed. This cruelty raifed a horrour in all fo-

be? people againft thofe who could infult over fuch

a man in misfortunes. The triumphs that the

preachers made on this occafion rendered them
odious, and m^ade Lord Montrofe to be both more
pitied and lamented, than otherwife he could have

been. This happened while the Scotch commifTi-

ners were treating with the King at the Hague.
The violent party in Scotland were for breaking

off the treaty upon it, tho' by the date of Lord
Montrofe's commiffion it appeared to have been

granted before the treaty was begun : But it was
carried not to recall their commifTioners : Nor
could the King on the other hand be prevailed on

by his ov/n Court, to fend them away, upon this

cruelty to a man who had adled by his commiffion,

and yet was fo ufed. The treaiy was quickly con-

cluded : The King was in no condition to ftruggle

with them, but yielded to all their demands, of

taking the Covenant, and fuffering none to be

about him but fuch as took it. He failed home to

Scotland in fome Dutch men of war, with which

the Prince of Orange furniflied him, with all the

flock of money and arms that his credit could

raife. That indeed would not have been very

great, if the Prince of Orange had not joined his

own to it. The Duke of Hamilton and the Earl

of Lauderdale were fuffered to go home with him :

But foon after his landing an order came to put

them from him. The King complained ot this :

But Duke Hamilton at parting told him, he muft
prepare for things of a harder digeftion : He faid,

at prefent he could do him no fervice : The Mar-
quis of Argile was then in abfolute credit : There-

fore he defired that he would fludy to gain him,

is4 give hirn- no caufe ofjcaloufy on his account.

This
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This King Charles told me himfeif, as a part of

Duke Hamilton's charader. The Duke of Buck-
ingham took all the ways pojTible to gain Lord
Argik and the Minifters : Only his diffolute courfe

of life was excelTive fcandalous ;, which to their

great reprqach they (:onnived at, becaufe he^dvifed

the King to put himfeif wholly into their hands.

The King wrought himfeif into as grave a deport-

ment as he could : He heard rnany prayers and
fermons, fome of a great length. I remember in

one faft day there were fix fermons preached withr «^
put intermilfion. I was there my felf, and not a

little weary of fo tedious a fervice. The King was
not allowed fo much as to walk abroad on fundays

:

And if at any time there had been any gaiety at

Court, fuch as dancing or playing at cards, he was
feverely reproved for it. This was managed with
ip much rigour, and fo little difcretion, that it

contributed not a little to beget in him an averfion

to all fort of ftrictnefs in religion. All that had
afted on his father's fide were ordered to keep at a

great diftance from him : And becaufe the com-
mon people fhewed fome afFe6tion to the King, the

crouds that prefs'd to fee him were alfo kept off

from coming about him. Cromwell was not idle:

But feeing the Scots were calling home their King,
and knowing that from thence he might expeft an
jnvafion into England, he refolved to prevent them,
and fo marched into Scotland with his army. The
Scots brought together a very good army : The
King was fuffered to come once to fee it, but not

to ftay in it •, for they were afraid he might gain-

PQO much upon the foldiers : So he was fent away.
The army was indeed one of the beft that ever The de-

§cotland had brought together : But it was ill feat at

commanded : For all that had made defection from ^^^^^^^

$heir caufe, or that were thought indifferent as to

either fide, which they called deteftable neutrali-

ty, were put out of commifTion. The preachers

lijought. it an army of faints, and feemed well

aflured
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aflured of fuccefs. They drew near Cromwell,
who being preiled by them retired towards Dun-^

bar., where his fhips and provifions lay. The
Scots followed him, and were pofted en a hill

about a mile from thenCe, where there was no at-

tacking them. Cromwell was then in great diftrefs,

and looked on himfelf as undone. There was no

marching towards Berwick, the ground was too

narrow : Nor could he come back into the coun-

try without being feparated from his fliips, and

ftarving his army. The leaft evil feemed to be tq

kill his horfes, and put his army on board, and

fail back to Newcaftle -, which, in the difpofition

that England was in at that time, wouldhave been

all their deflrudion, for it would have occafioned

an univerfal infurredion for the King. They had
not above three days forage for their horfes. So
Cromwell called his officers to a day of feeking the

Lord, in their ftyle. He loved to talk much of
that matter all his life long afterwards : He faid,

.he felt fuch an enlargement of heart in prayer,

and fuch quiet upon it, that he bade all about him
take heart, for God had certainly heard them, and
'would appear for them. After prayer they walked
in the Earl of Roxburgh's gardens that lay under

the hill : And by profpe6live glaffes they difcerned

a great motion in the Scotch Camp : Upon which
Cromwell faid, God is delivering them into ouf

hands, they are coming down to us. Lefley was

in the chief command : But he had a committee of

the States to give him his orders, among whom
Wariftoun was one. Thefe were weary of lying

in the fields, and thought that Lefley made not

hafte enough to deftroy thofe Sedlaries i for fo they

came to call them. He told them, by lying there

all was fure ; but that by engaging in action with

gallant and defperate men all might be loft : Yet
they ftill called on him to fall on. Many have

thought that all this was treachery done on defign

to deliver up our army to Cromwell j fome laying

it
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it upon Leiley, and others upon my uncle. I am
perfuaded there v\^as no treachery in it : Only Wa-
rilloun was too hot, and Lefley was too cold, and

yielded too eafily to their humours, which he ought

not to have done. They were all the night employed

in coming down the hill : And in the morning, be-

fore they were put in order, Cromvvell fell upon
them. Two regiments flood their ground, and

were almoft all killed in their ranks : The reft did
'

run in a moft Ihameful manner : So that both their

artillery and baggage were loft, and with thefe a

great many prifoners were taken, fome thoufands

in all. Cromwell upon this advanced to Edin-

burgh, where he was received without any oppoft-^

tion : 'And the caftle that might have made a long

refiftance did capitulate. So all the fouthern part

of Scotland came under contribution to Cromwell.

Stirling was the advanced garrifon on the King's

fide. Hehimfelf retired to St. Johnftoun. A Par-

liament was called that fat for fome time at Stir-

ling, and for fome time at St. Johnftoun, in which

a full indemnity was pafs'd, not in the language of

a pardon but of an aft of approbation : Only all

that joined with Cromwell were declared traitors.

But now the way of raifmg a new army was to be

thought on.

A queftion had been propofed both to the com- Difputes

miiitee of States and to the commiffioners of the ^'^o^/ f''^«

]<!irk, whether' in this extremity thofe who had
^J'^j'"'"^

made defeftion, or had been hitherto too back- fons to

ward in the work, might not upon the profeflion ferve their

of their repentance be received into publick truft, country.

and admitted to (erve in the defence of their coun-
try. To this anfwers were diftinflly given by two
refolutions : The one was, that they ought to be
admitted to make jprofeffiori of their repentance :

And the other was, that after fuch profeffions made
they might be received to defend and ferve their

country.

Upon
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Upon this a great divifion followed in the Kirk

:

Thofe who adhered to thefe refolutions were called

the Publick Refolutioners : But againfl thefe fome
of thofe bodies protefted, and they, together with

thofe who adhered to them, were called the Pro-

teftors. On the one hand it was faid, that every-

government might call out all that were under its

protection to its defence : This feemed founded

on the law of nature and of nations : And, ifmen
had been mifled, it was a (trange cruelty to deny

room for repentance : This was contrary to the

nature of God and to the Gofpel, and was a likely

mean to drive them to defpair : Therefore after

two years time it feemed reafonable to allow them
to ferve according to their birthright in Parlia-

ment, or in other hereditary offices, or in the ar-

my i from all which they had been excluded by an

ad: made in the year 1649, which ranged them in

different clafles, andwasfrom thenpe called the ad of

claflfes. But the Proteftors objedled againft all thisj

that to take in men ofknown enmity to the caufe was
a fort of betraying it, becaufeit was the putting it in

their power to betray it j that to admit them into a

profeflion of repentance was a profanation, and a

mocking of God: It was vifible, they were willingto

comply with thefe terms^ tho' againft their con-

fcience, only to get into the army : Nor could they

expeft a bleffingfromGod on an arnny fo conftituted.

And as to this particiilar they had great advantage 1

for this mock penitence was indeed a matter ofgreat

fcandal. When thefe refolutions were pafs'd with

this proteftation, a great many of the five weftern

counties, Cliddifdale, Renfrew, Air, Galloway

and Nithifdale, met, and formed an affociation

apart, both againft the army of Se6laries, and

againft this n^w defeftion in the Kirk party. They
drew a remonftrance againft all the proceedings in

the treaty with the King, when, as they faid, it

was vifible by the commilTion he granted to Mon-
trofe that his heart was not fincere : And they wer^

alfo
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alfo againfl the tendring him the Covenant, when
they had reafon .to beneve he took it not with a re-

folution to maintain it, fince his whole deportment

and private converlation fhewed a, fecret enmity t6

the work of God : And, after an invidious enu-

meration of many particulars, they imputed the

fhameful defeat at Dunbar to their prevaricating

in thefe things ; and concluded with a defire, that

the King might be excluded from any Ihare in the

adminiftration of the Government^ and that his

caufe might be put out of the Hate of the quarrel

with the army of the Sectaries. This was brought

to the committee of the States at St. Johnftoun,

and was feverely inveighed againft by Sir Thomas,
Nicholfon, the King's advocate or attorney gene-

ral there, who had been till then a zealous man of

their party ; But he had lately married my filler,

and my father had great influence on him. He
prevailed fo, that the remonftrance was con-

demned as divifive, fadious, and fcandalous : But
that the people might not be too much moved
with thefe things, a declaration was. prepared to be .^_.

fet out by the King for the fatisfying of them.

In it ther^ were many hard things. The . King Great

owned the fm of his father in marrying into an Jiardfhips

idolatrous family : He acknowledged the blood- ^"^^^ ^
^

ihed in the late v/ars lay at his father's door : He
expreffed a deep fenfe of his own ill education,

and the prejudices he had drunk in againft the

caufe of God, of which he was now very fenfible

:

He confeffed all the former parts of his life to have

been a courfe of enmity to the work of God : He
repented of his commiffion to Montrofe, and of

every thing he had done that gave offenc^ : And
with folemn proteftations he affirmed, that he was
^ow fincere in his declaration, and that he would
adhere to it to the end of his life in Scotland,

England, and Ireland.

The King was very uneafy when this was brought
to him. He f^, he could never look his mother

in
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in the face if he pafs*d it. But when he was tolcf

it was neceflary for his affairs, he refolved to fwal-

low the pill without farther chewing it. So it was
publifhed, but had no good effedt ; for neither fide

beheved him fincere in it. It was thought a ftrange

impofition, to make him load his father's memory
in luch a manner. But, while the King was thus

befet with the high and more moderate Kirk par-

ties, the old Cavaliers fent to him, offering that

if he would call himfelf into their hands they would
meet him near Dundee with a great body. Upon
this the King, growing weary of the fad life he led,

made his efcape in the night, and came to the place

appointed : But it was a vain undertaking •, for he

was met by a very inconfiderable body at Clova,

the place ot rendezvous. Thofe at St, Johnftoun

being troubled at this fent Col. Montgomery after

him, who came up and prefs'd him to return very

rudely : So the King came back. But this had a

very good effect. The government faw now the

danger of ufing him ill, which might provoke him
to defperate courfes : After that, he was ufed as

well as that Kingdom in fo ill a ftate was capable

of. He faw the neceffity of courting the Marquis

of Argile, and therefore made him great offers

:

At lafl he talked of marrying his daughter. Lord
Argile was cold and backward : He faw the King's

heart lay not to him : So he Looked on all offers,

but as fo many fnares. His fon, the Lord Lorn,

was captain of the guards : And he made his court

more dextroufly ; for he brought all perfons that

the King had a mind to fpeak with at all hours to

him, and was in all refpefts not only faithful but

zealous* Yet this was fufpefted as a collufion be-

tween the father and the fon. The King was
crowned on the firft of January : And there he

again renewed the Covenant : And now all people

were admitted to come to him, and to ferve in

the army. The two armies lay peaceably in thei^

winter quarters. But when the fummer came on,

5 body
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a body of the Englifh pafs*d the Frith, and landed

in Fife. So the King, having got up all the forces

he had expected, refolved on a march into Eng-
land. Scotland could not maintain another year's

war. This was a defperate refolution : But there

was nothing elfe to be done.

I will not purfue the relation of the march to

Worceller, nor the. total defeat given the King's

army on the third of September, the fame day in

which Dunbar light had been fought the year be-

fore. Thefe things are fo well known, as is alfo

the King's efcape, that I can add nothing to the

common relations that have been over and over

made of them. At the fame time that Cromv/ell.

foUov^red the King into England, he left Monk in

Scotland with an army fufficient to reduce the reft

of the Kingdom. The town of Dundee made a Scotland

raih and ill confidered refifiance : It was after a few
J^^^'JJ''

days fiege taken by ftorm : Much blood v/as fhed, j^^^^J
and the town was feverely plundered : No other

place made any refiftance. I remember well three

regiments coming to Aberdeen. There was an

order and difcipline, and a face of gravity and pi-

ety among them, that amazed all people. Moft
of them were Independents and Anabaptifts : They
were all gifted men, and preached as they were

moved. But they never difturbed the publick '4'

aflemblies in the churches but once. They came
and reproached the preachers for laying things to

their charge that were falfe. I was then prefent

:

The debate grew very fierce : At laft they drew
their fwords : But there v/as no hurt done : Yet
Cromwell difplaced the governour for not punilh-

ing this.

When the low-countries in Scotland were thus A body

reduced, fome of the more zealous of the nobility ^^^^ out

•went to the Highlands in the year 1653. The
JJ/J!^

Earl of Glencairn, a grave and fober man, got the lands,

tribe of the Macdonalds to declare for the King.

To thefe the Lord Lorn came with about a thou-

fand
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fand men : But the jealoufy of the father made the

fon be fufpe6ted. The Marquis of Argile had re-

tired into his country when the King marched into

England j and did not fubmit to Monk till the

year 52. Then he received a garrifon I'But Lord
Lorn furprifed a mip that was fent about with pro-

vifions to it, which helped to fupport their little

ill-formed army. Many gentlemen came to them :

And almoft all the good horfes oftheKingdom were'

ftoUen, and carried up to them. They made a body
of about 3000 : Of thefe they had about 500 horfe.'.

They endured great hardihips •, for thofe parts were'

not fit to entertain men that had been a£cuftomed to

live foftly. The Earl of Glencairnhad almoft fpoiled

all : For he took much upon him : And upon fome
fufpicion he ordered Lord Lorn to be clapt up, who
had notice of it, and prevented it by an efcape :

Otherwife they had fallen to cutone another's throats j

inftead of marching to the enemy. The Earl of

Belcarras, a virtuous and knowing man but fome-

what morofe in his humour, went alfo among
them. They differed in their counfels : Lord
Glencairn was for falling into the low- countries

:

And he began to fancy he fhould be another Mon-
trofe. Belcarras on the other hand was for keep-

ing in their faftnefles : They made a fhew of a bo-

dy for the King, which they were to keep up in

fome reputation as long as they could, till they

could fee v/hat affiftance the King might be able to

procure them from beyond fea of men, money and
arms ; whereas ifthey went out ofthofe faft grounds,

they could not hope to ftand before fuch a veteran

and well difciplined army as Monk had ; and if

they met with the leaft check, their tumultuary
body would foon melt away.

Sir Robert Among others one Sir Robert Murray, that had-
Murray's married Lord Beicarras's lifter, came among them

:

charader. j^^ j^^^ ferved in France, where he had got into

fuch a degree of favour with Cardinal Richlieu,

that few ftrangers were ever fo much confidered by
hia?
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him as he was. He was raifed to be a Colonel

there, and came over for recruits when the King
was with the Scotch army at Newcaille. There
he grew into high favour with the King ; and laid

a defign for his efcape, of which 1 have given an

account in Duke Hamilton's memoirs : He was
the moft univerfally beloved and efteemed by men
of all fides and forts, of any man I have ever

known in my whole Life. He was a pious manj
and in the midft of armies and courts he fpent ma-
ny hours ^ day in devotion. He had gone thrd*

the eafy parts of mathematieks, and knew the hif-

tory of nature beyond arty man I ever yet knew*
He had a genius much like Peiriflci, as he is de-

fcribed by GalTendi. He was afterwards the firft ^,
former of the Royal fociety, and its firfl prefident ; ^
and while he lived he was the life and foul of that

body. Fib had an equality of temper in him that

tiothing could alter ; and was in pradtice the only

Stoick I ever knew. Fie had a great tinfture of

bne of their principles ; for he was much for abfo-

lute decrees. He had a moft diffufed love to all

mankind, and he delighted in every dccafion of

doing good,, which he managed with great difcre-

tion and zeah He had a fuperiority of gdnius and
comprehenfiOn to fnbft men : And had the plainefb^

but with all the fdftefl:, way of reproving, chiefly

young p'eoplci for their faults that I ever met with;

Sir Robert Murray wa^ in fuch credit in that little

army, that Lord Glencairn took a ftrange courfe

to break itj and to ruin him. A letter was pre-

tended to be found at Antwerp, as writ by him to

William Murray of the bed-chamber, that had
been \Vhipping boy to King Charles the firft, and
upon that had grown up to a degree of favour and
Confidence that was very particular : He had aleud
creature there^ whom he turned off: And fhe to

be revenged on him framed this plot againft him.
This ill forged letter gave an account of a bargain

Sir Robert had made with Monk for killing the

Vol. I, G King,
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King, which was to be executed by Mr. Murray v-

So he prayed him in his letter to make hafte and
, difpatch it. This was brought to theEarl ofGlen-

cairn : So Sir Robert was ieverely queftioned up-
on it, and put in arreft : And it was fpread about

thro' a rude arm'y that he intended to kill the King,
hoping it feems that fome of thefe wild people be-

lieving it would have fallen upon him without ufing

any forms. Upon this occafion Sir Robert prac-

tifed in a very eminent manner his true chriftian

philofophy, without Ihewing fo much as a cloud
in his whole behaviour^

The Earl of Belcarras left the Highlands, and
went to the King •, and Ihewed him the neceffity

of fending a military man to command that body,

to whom they would fubmit more willingly than to

any of the Nobility. Midletoun was fent over,

ivho was a gallant man and a good officer : He had
firft ferved on the Parliament's fide : But he turned

ever to the King, and was taken at V/orcefler

fight, but made his efcape out of the Tower. He
,

upon his coming over aid for fome time lay the

heats that were among the Highlanders ; and made
as much of that face ot an army for another year

as was poffibie.

fvlcffasas Drum.ond was fent by him to Paris with an in-

ientto'the vitation to the King to come among them ; for

^^^^S' they had alTurances fent them, that the whole Na-
tion was in a difpofition to rife with them : And
England was beginning to grow weary of their

new government, the Army and the Parliament

being on ill terms. TheEnglilh were alfo engaged

in a war with the States : And the Dutch upon that

account might be incliiied to affift the King to give

a diverfion to their enemies forces. Drumond tol^

liie, that upon his coming to Paris he was called

to the little Council that was then about the King :•

And when he had delivered his meflage, Chancel-

lour Hide afl-ced him^ how the King would be ac-

commodated if he came ^mong tliem : He an»--

fweredr
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fVered, not fo well as was fittingj but they would
ail take care of him to fQrniih him with every

thing that was necefiary. He wondered that the

King did not check the Chanceiiour in his de-

mand J for he faid, it looked ftrange to him, that

when they were hazarding their lives to help him
to a crov/n, he fhould be concerned for accommo-
dation. He was ient back with good words and
a few kind letters. In the end of the year 1654
Morgan marched into the Highlands, and had a

fmail engagement with Midletoun, v/hich broke
that whole matter, of which all people were grov/n

weary i for they had no profped of fuccefs, and
the low countries were fo over-run with robberies

On the pretence of going to affiil the Highlanders,

that there was an univerfal joy at the difperfing of
that little unruly army.

After this the country was kept in great order t The flats

Some caflles in the Highlands had garrifons put °^ Scot-

in them, that were fo careful in their difcipline, ^'"^"^ ^^j*^"

and {0 exad to their rules, that in no time the
ufi.'1^--->a-

Highlands were kept in better order than during tion.

the ufurpation. There was a confiderable force of
about 7 or 8006 men kept in Scotland : Thefe
Vere paid exadly, and ftridly difciplined. The
pay of the army brought fo much money into the

'

Kingdom, that it continued all that while in a ve-

ry fiourifhing ftate. Cromwell built three cita-

dels, at Leithj Air, and Invernefs, befides many
little forts. There was good juftice done, and
vice was fupprefs'd and punifhed ; fo that we al-

ways reckon thofe eight years of ufur^.ation a time
<)f great peace and profperity. There was aifo a«

fort of union of the three Kingdoms in one Parlia-

ment, where Scotland had its reprefentative. The
Marquis of Argile went up one of our commifii-
oners.

The next fcene I muft open relates to the church, Difputes

and the heats raifed in it by the publick refolu- ^n'ong

tionSj and the prpteftation made againft them. ^^^ ^"''^'

O 2 New



§4
'

\A S u M M A R Y of Affairs

New occafions of difpute arofe. A General Af-

fembly was in courfe to meet j and fate at St. An-
drews : So the commi-ffion of the Kirk wrote a

circular letter to all the Prefbyteries, letting forth

all the grounds of their refolutions, and complain-

ing of thofe who had proteited againft them •, up-

on which they defired that they would chufe none

of thofe who adhered to the proteftation to repre-

fent them in the next aficmbly. This was only an

advice, and had been frequently praclifed in the

former years : But now it was highly complained

of, as a limitation on the freedom of elections,

which inferred a nullity on all their proceedings :

So the Proteftors renewed their proteftation againft

the meeting upon a higher point, difowning that

authority which hitherto they had magnified as the

higheft tribunal in the church, in which they

thought Chrift was in his throne. Upon this a

great debate followed, and many books were

Written in a courfe of ieveral years. The Pubhck
men faid, this was the deftroying of Preft)ytery,

if the lefler number did not fubmit to the greater :

It was a fort of Prelacy, if it was pretended that

votes ought rather to be weighed than counted :

Parity was the effence of their conftitution : And
in this all people faw they had clearly the better of

the argument. The Proteftors urged for them-

felves, that, fince all Proteftants rejefted the pre-

tence of infallibility, the major part of the church

might fall into errours, in which cafe the lefler

number could not be bound to fubmit to them :

They com.plained of the many corrupt Clergy-

men,who were yet among them, who were leaven-

ed with the old leaven, and did on all occafions
' fhew what Was ftill at heart notwithftanding all

their outward compliance : (For the epifcopal

Clergy, that had .gone into the Covenant and

Prelbytery to hold their livings, ftruck in with

great heat to inflame the controverfy : And it ap-

peared very vifibly that Preft)ytery^ if not held ift'

ord^r'
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order by the civil power, could not be long kept ir|

quiet:) If in the fupream Court ofjudicature the

majority did not conclude the matter, it was not
pofiible to keep up their beloved parity : It wa^
confeffed that in dodrinal points the lefler number
was not bound to fubmit to the greater : But in

the matters of mere government it was impoffible

to maintain the Prelbyterian form on any other

bottom.

As this debate grew hot, and they were ready to

break out into cenfures on both fides, fome v/ere

fent down from the Commonwealth of England to

fettle Scotland : Of thefe Sir Henry Vane was one.

The Refolutioners were known to have been
more in the King's intereft : So they were not fo

kindly looked on as the Froteftors. Some of the

Englifh Jundra moved, that pains fhould be taken
to unite the two parties. But Vane oppofed thi^

with much zeal : He faid, would they heal the

wound that they had given themfelves, which
weakened them fo much ? The fetting them at

quiet could have no other efFed, but to heal an4
unite them in their oppofition to their authority :

He therefore moved, that they might be left at

liberty to fight out their own quarrels, and be
kept in a greater dependence on the temporal au-

thority, when both fides were forced to make
their appeal to it : So it was refolved to fuffer

them to meet Hill in their Prefbyteries and Synods,
but not in General Afi^emblies, which had a great?

er face of union and authority.

This advice was followed : So the divifion went
on. Both fides ftudied v/hen any church became
vacant to get a man of their own party to be
chofen to fucceed in the eleftion : And upon thefe

occafions many tumults happened : In fome of thei;i

Hones were thrown, and many were wounded, to
the great fcandal of religion. In all thefe dilputes

\

the Proteftors were the fiercer fide : For being

I

Jefs in number they ftudied to make that up Avich.

r ^5 '

4'^'^k
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their fury. In one point they had the other at ^
great advantage, with relation to their new
rnafters^ who required them to give over praying
for the King. The Proteftors were weary of
-doing it, and fubmitted very readily : But the

others ftood out longer j and faid, it was a duty
lying on them by the Covenant, fo they could
not let it fall. Upon that' the Englifli Council
fet out an order, that fuch as Tnould continue to

pray for the King fliould be denied the help of law
to recover their tithes, or as they called them
their ftipends, This'' touched them in a fenfible

point : But, that they might not feem to ad upon
the civil authority, they did ena(fc it in their Pref-

byteries, that fujce all duties did not pblige at al|

times, therefore confidering the prefent jundbure,

in which the King couid not proted: them, they

.
refolved to difcontinue that piece of duty. This
expofed them to much cenfure, fmce fuch a car-

nal confiderarion as the force of law for their ht-r

nefices, (v/hich all regard but too much tho*

few will own it,) feemed to be that which deter-

mined them.

Methods This great breach among them being rather en-

l!l^I"r,!!l
couraged than fupprelled by thofc who were ir^

'
""

pov/er, all the methods im.aginable were ufcd by
the Proteiiors to raife their credit among the peo-
ple. They preached often, and very long -, and
feemed^to carry their devotions to a greater fub-

limity than others did. Th^ir conftant topick
was,^the fad defe<^ion and corruption of the judi-
catories of the church, and they often propofed
feveral expedients for purging k. The truth was,
they v/ere more adive, and their' performance^
were livelier, than thofe of the Publick m^en*.
They were in nothing more lingular, than in their

communions. In many places the faci;ament was

* The meaning muft be, by Publick men. thofe who aded
purfuant to the reibhitions of the general alTemblics, in whom
^he publick authority of the Kirk was then veiled by law.

"
'

' difcon-

both fides.
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difcontinued for feveral years ; where they thought

the magiftracy, or the more eminent of the parilh,

were engaged in what they called the defeclion,

which was much more looked at than fcapdal

given by bad lives. But where the greateft part

was more found, they gave the facrament with a

new and unufual folemnity. On the Wednefday
before they held a fail day with prayers and fer-

mons for about eight or ten hours together : On
the Saturday they had two or three preparation

fermons : And on the Lord's day they had fo

very many, that the adtion continued above twelve

hours in fome places : And all ended with three

or four fermons on Monday for thankfgiving. A
great many minifters were brought together frorii

feveral parts : And high pretenders would have

gone 40 or 50 miles to a noted communion. The
crouds were far beyond the capacity of their

churches, or the reach of their voices : So at the

fame time they had fermons in two or three dif-

ferent places : And all was performed with great

fhewofzeal. They had ftories of many fignai

converfions that were wrought on thefe occafions.

it is fcarce credible what an effeft this had ^!:^

among the people, to how great a meafure of •

knowledge they were brought, and how readily

they could pray extempore, and talk of divine

matters. All this tended to raife the credit of the

Proteftors. The Refolutioners tried to imitate

them in thefe pradices : But they were not

thought fo fpiritual, nor fo ready at them : So
the others had the chief following. When the

judicatories of the church were near an equality

of the men of both fides, there v/ere perpetual

j anglings among them : At laft they proceeded to

deprive men of both fides, as they were the ma-
jority in the judicatories : But becaufe the poiTef-

fion of the church, and the benence, v/as to de-

pend on the orders of the temporal Courts, both

fides made their application to the privy Council

G 4 > thai;
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that Cromwell had fet up in Scotland : And they

were by them referred to Cromwell himfelf. So
• they fcnt deputies up to London. The Proteftors

went in great numbers : They came nearer both

to the principles^ and to the temper that pre-

vailed in the army : So they were looked on as

the better men, on whom, by reafon of the $rft

rife of the difference, the government might more
certainly depend : Whereas the others were con-

Jfidered as miore in the King's interefbs.

The Refolutioners fent up one Sharp, who had
been long in England, and was an active and
eager man : He had a very fmall proportion of

learning, and vv^as but an indifferent preacher

:

But having fome acquaintance with the Prefby-

terian Minifters at London, whom Cromwell was
then courting much by reafon of their credit in

the City, he was by an errour that proved fatal

to the whole party fent up in their name to Lon-
(ion ; where he continued for fome years folicit-

ing their concerns, and making himfelf knov/n tp

all forts of people. He feemcd more than prdi

nary zealous for Prefbytery. And, as Cromwell
was then defigning to make himfelf King, Dr.

Wilkins told me he often faid to him, no tempo-
ral government could have a fure fuppprt without

i
a national church that adhered to it, and he thought

jEngland was capable of no conftitution but epif-

copacy, to which, he told me, he did not doubt
but Cromwell would have turned, as foon as the

defign of hi^ Kinglhip was fettled. Upon this

"Wilkins fpoke to Sharp^ that it was plain by their

breach that Prefbytery could not be managed fp

as to maintain order among them, and that an

epilropacy mufb be brought in to fettle them :

But Sharp could not bear the difcpurfe, and re-

jected it with horror. I have dwelt longer on
this matter, and opened it more fully than was

.

pecefTary, if I had not thought that this m^y have

^ good efFed on the reader, and Ihew him how
'^ -

'

""
'

"
•

impoITible
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impoflible it is in a parity to maintain peace and
order, if the magiftrate does not interpofe : And
if he does, that will be cried out upon by the zea-

lots of both fide.s, as abominable Eraflianifm.

From thefe matters I go next to fet down fome ^oine of

particulars that I knew concerning Cromwell, that ^/?i^'

I have not yet {^tn in books. Some of thefe I maxims,

had from the Earls of Carlifle and Orrery : The
one had been the captain of his guards : And the

other had been the prefident of his council in.

Scotland. But he from whom I learned the molt
was Stouppe, a Grifon by birth, then Minifter of

the French Church in Savoy, and afterwards a

brigadeer general in the French armies : A man
of intrigue, but of no virtue : He adhered to

the Proteftant religion as to outward appearance : .

He was much trufted by Cromwell in foreign af-

fairs ; in which Cromwell was oft at a lofs, and
having no foreign language, but the little latin

that ftuck. to him from his education, which he
fpoke very vitioufly and fcantily, had not the nc-

celTary means of informing himfelf.

When Cromwell firft alfumed the government, ^

he had three great parties of the Nation all againll '^

him, the Epifcopal, the Prelbyterian, and the Re-
publican party. The laft was the moll fet on his

ruin, looking on him as the perfon that had per-

fidioufiy broke the Houfe of Commons, and was
fetting up for himfelf. He had none to rely on
but the Army : Yet that enthufiaftick temper,
that he had taken fo much pains to raife among
them, made them, very intractable : Many of the

chief officers were broken, and imprifoned by
hirn : And he flattered the reft the bell he could.

He went on in his old way of long and dark dif-

courfes, fermons, and prayers. As to the Cava^-

Jier party, he was afraid both of affalTination and
other plottings from them. As to the former of
thefe he took a method that proved very effec-

tual ; He ikid oftejn and openly, that in a war it

was
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was neceffary to return upon any fide all the vio-

lent things that any of the one fide did to the

other : This was done for preventing greater mif-

chief, and for bringing men to fair war : There-
fore, he faid, aflaffinations were fuch deteftable

things that he would never begin them : But if

any of the King's party Ihould endeavour to affaf-

finate him, and fail in k, he would make an
afiaffinating war of it, and deflroy the whole fa-

mily : And he pretended he had inftruments to

execute it, whenibever he fhould give order for

it. The terrour of this v/as a better fecurity to

him than his guards.

The other as to their plottings was the more
dangerous. But he underiiood that one Sir

Richard Willis was Chancellour Hide*s chief con-

fident, to whom he wrote often, and to whom all

the party fubmitted, looking on him as an able

and wife man in whom they confided abfolutely.

So he found a way to talk with him : He faid,

he did not intend to hurt any of the' party : His
(defign was rather to fave them from ruin : They
were apt after their cups to run into foolifh and ill

concerted plots, which " fignified nothing but to

ruin thofe who engaged in them : He knew they

conililted him in every thing : All he defired of

him was to know all their plots, that he might fo

difconcert them that none might ever fuffer for

them : If he clapt any of them up in prifori, it

fhould only be for a little time : And they fhould

be interrogated only about fome trifling difcourfe,

but never about the bufinefs they had been en-

I gaged in. H« offered Willis whatever he would
accept of, and to give it when or as he pleafed.

He durft not afk or take above 2Q0 pound a year.

None was trufted with this but his fecretary Thurlo,

who was a very dexterous man at getting intel-

ligence.

Thus Cromwell had all the King's party in a

Met. He let them dance In • it at pieafure : And
V'P9A
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Upon occafions clapt them up for a fhort while t

But nothing was ever difcovered that hurt any of
them. In conclufion, after Cromwell's death,

Willis continued to give notice of every thing to
Thurlo. At laft, vt^hen the plot was laid among
the Cavaliers for a general infurredlion, the King
was defired to come over to that which was to be
raifed in Suffex : He was to have landed near Chi-
chefler, all by Willis's management : And a fnare

was laid for him, in which he would probably
have been caught, if Morland, Thurlo's under fe-

cretary, who was a prying man, had not difco-

vered the correfpondence between his Mailer
and .Willis, and warned the King of his danger.
Yet it was not eafy to perfuade th-ofe who had
trufted Willis fo much, and wjio thought him
faithful in all refpeds, to believe that he could be
guilty of fo black a treachery : So Morland's ad-
vertifement was look'd on as an artifice to create

jealoufy. But he to give a full conviction ob-
ferved where the fecretary laid fome letters of ad-
vice, on which he faw he relied n;ioft, and getting
the key of that cabinet in his hand to feal a let-

ter with a feal that hung to it, he took the im-
preflion of it in wax, and got a key to be made
from it, by which he opened the cabinet, and fent

over fome of the moft important of thofe letters.

The hand was known, and this artful but black
treachery was difcovered : So the defign of the
rifing was laid afide. Sir George Booth having
engaged at the fame time to raife a body in Che-
ihire, two feveral melTengers were fent to him to

let him knov/ the defign could not be executed at

the time appointed : But both thefe perfons were
fulpecled by feme garrifons thro' which they muft
pafs, as giving no good account of themfclves in
a time of jealoufy, and were fo long ftopt,, that
they could not give him notice in time : So he
very gallantly performed his part : But not being
[econded he was foon crufhed by Larnbert. Thus
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Willis loft the merit of great and long fervices.

This was one of Cromwell's mafter pieces.

As for the Prefbyterians, they were fo appre-

henfive of the fury of the Commonwealth party,

that they thought it a deliverance to be refcued

out of their hands : Many of the Republicans be-

gun to profefs Deifm : And almoft all of them
were for deftroying all Clergymen, and for break-

ing every thing that looked like the union of a

national church. They were for pulling down
the churches, for difcharging the tithes, and for

leaving religion free, as they called it, without

either encouragement or reftraint. Cromwell af-

fured the Prefbyterians, he would maintain a pub-

lick miniftry with all due encouragement •, and

he joined them in a commiflion with fome Inde-

pendents, to be the triers of all thofe who were

to be admitted to benefices. Thefe difpofed alfo

of all the churches that were in the gift of the

Crown, of the Bifhops, and of the Cathedral

Churches : So this foftened them.

He ftudied to divide the Commonwealth party

among themfelves, and to fet the Fifth -monarchy

men and the Enthufiafts againft thofe who pre-

tended to little or no religion, and adted only

upon the principles of civil liberty j fuch as Al-

gernoon Sidney, Henry Nevill, Martin, Wild-
man, and Harrington. The Fifth-monarchy men
fcemed to be really in expe6tation every day when
Chrift fhould appear : John Goodwin headed

thefe, who firft brought in Arminianifm among
the fe6laries, for he was for liberty of all forts.

Cromwell hated that dotStrine : For his beloved

notion was, that once a child of God was always

a child of God : Now he had led a very ftrift

life for above eight years together before the war

:

So he comforted himlelf much with his reflexions

on that time, and on the certainty of perfeve-

ranee. But none of the preachers were f^ tho-

roughly paced for him as to temporal matters, as

Goodwin
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Goodwin was •, for he not only juftified the putt

ting the King to death, but magnified it as the

glorioufeft attion men were capable of. He filled

all people with fuch expeftation of a glorious

thouiand years fpeedily to begin, that it looked

like a madnefs poiTefiing them.

It was. no eafy thing for Cromwell to fatisfy His defign

thofe, when he took the power into his own hands ;
5."^

jf

.

fmce that looked like a ftep to KingOiip, which
Goodwin had long reprefented as the great Anti-

chrifl, that hindred Chrift's being fet on his

throne. To thefe he faid, and as fome have told me,
with many tears, that he would rather have taken

a fhepherd's ftaff" than the Proteftorfiiip, fince no-

thing was more contrary to his genius than a t"

fhew of greatnefs : But he faw it was neceffary at

that time to keep the Nation from failing into

extream diforder, and from becoming open to

the common enemy : And therefore he only ftept

in between the living and the dead, as he phrafed

it, in that interval, till God ihould dired them
on what bottom they ought to fettle : And he
alTured them, that then he would furrender the

heavy load lying upon him, with a joy equal to

the forrow with which he was afFeded while un-
der that fhev/ of dignity. To men of this itamp
he would enter into the terms of their old equa-
lity, IhjUtting the door, and making them fit down
covered by him, to let them fee how lictle he
Valued thofe diftances that for form's fake he was
bound to keep up with others. Thefe difcourfes

commonly ended in a long prayer. Thus with
much ado, he managed the republican enthufiafts.

The other Republicans he called the HeathenSj
and profefled he could not fo eafily work upon
them. He had fome chaplains of all forts ; And
he begun in his latter years to be gentler towards
thofe of the church of England. They had their

meetings in feveral places about London without
any difturbance from him. In conclufion, even

the
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the Papifls courted him : And he with great diflithli-

lation carried things with all forts of people farther

thanwas thought polTiblejConfidering the difficulties

he^^met with in all his Parliaments : But it was
generally believed that his life and all his arts were

exhaufted at once, and that if he had lived much
longer he could not have held things together.

The debates came on very high for fetting up
a King. All the lawyers, chiefly Glyn, Maynard,
Fountain, and St. Johns, were vehemently for

this. They faid, no new government could be

fettled legally but by a King, who fhould pafs

bills for fuch a form as fhould be agreed on. Till

then all they did was like building upon fand : Still

men were in danger of a revolution : And in that

cafe all that had been done would be void of itfelf,

as contrary to a law yet in being and not repealed „

Till that was done, every man that had been con-

cerned in the war, and in the blood that was
Ihed, chiefly the King's, v/as ftill obnoxious •'

And no warrants could be pleaded^ but what were

founded on or approved of by a law pafied by

King, Lords, and Commons. They might agree

to trull this King as much as they pleafed, and

to make his power determine as foon as they

pleafed, fo that he fhould be a Felo de fe, and

confent to an a6t, if need were, cf extinguifhing

both name and thing for ever. And as no man's

perfon was fafe till that was done, fo they faid

all the grants and fales that had been made v/erc

null and void : All men that had gathered or dif-

pofed of the publick money were for ever accoun-

table. In fbort, this point was made out beyond

the poflibility of anfwering it, except upon en-

thufiaftick principles. But by that fort of men
all this was called a miftrufting of God,, and a

trufting to the arm of flefh : They had gone out,

as they faid, in the fimplicity of their hearts to

fight the Lord's battles, to whom they had made
the appeal : He had heard them, and appealed

for them, and now they could truft him no longer

:

they
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They had pulled, down - monarchy; with *the mo-
narch, and would they now build that up which

they had deftrpyed : They had folemnly vowed ta

God to be true to the Commonwealth, without a.

King or Kinglhip : And under that vow, as under

a banner, they had fought and prevailed : But

now they muft be fecure, and in order to that go
back to Egypt : They thought, it was rather a

happinefs that ttiey were ftill under a legal dan-

ger : This might be a mean to make them, more
cautious and diligent : If Kings were invaders of

God's right, and ufurpers upon mens liberties,

why muft they have rppourfe to fuch a wkked en-

gine ? Upon thefe grounds they ftood out : And
they looked on all that was offered about the limitr

ing this King in his power, as the gilding the pill :

The affertors of thofe laws that made it neceiTary

to have a King, would no fooner have one, than

they would bring forth put of the fame ftore-

houfe all that related to the power and preroga-

tive of this King : Therefore they would not

hearken to any thing that was, oifered on that

head, but rejefted it with fcorn. Many of them
began openly to fay, if we muft have a King in

confeqyence of fo much law as was alledged, why
fliould we not rather have that King to whom the

law certainly pointed, than any other ? The Earl

of Orrery told me, that, coming one day to Crom-
well during thofe heats, and telling him he had
been in the City all that day, Cromwell alked

him what news he had heard there ? The other

anfwered, that he was told he was in treaty with
the King, who was to be reftored and to marry
his daughter. Cromwell expreffing no indigna-*

tion at this, Lord Orrery faid, in the ftate tg

which things were brought, he faw not a better cXt

pedient : They might bring him in on what term^
they pleafed : And Cromwell might retain tiie

fame authority he then had with lefs trouble*

Cromwell anfwered, the King can never forgiv?

his father'« blood. Orrery faid^ h.s was one of

manv
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many that were concerned in that, but h6
would be alone in the merit of reftoring him.
Cromwell replied, he is fo damnably debauched
he would undo us all ; and fo turned to another

difcourfe without any emotion, which made Orrery
conclude he had often thought of that expedient;

Before the day in which he refufed the offer of
the Kingfliip that was made to him by the Par-

liament, he had kept himfelf on fuch a referve that

no man knew what anfwer he would give. It was
thought more likely he would accept of it : But
that which determined him to the contrary was,

that, when he went down in the morning to walk
in St. James's park, Fleetwood and Defborough
were waiting for him : The one had married his

daughter, and the other his fifler. With thefe

he entered into much difcourfe on the fubjeft, and
argued for it : He faid, it was a tempting of God
to expofe fo many worthy men to death and po-

verty, when there was a certain way to fecure

them. The others infifted flill on the oaths they

had taken. He faid, thefe oaths were againft the

power and tyranny of Kings, but not againfl th^

four letters that made the word King. In con-

clufion, theyi believing from his difcourfe that

he intended to accept of it, told him, they faw

great confufions would follow on it : And as they

could not ferve him to fet up the idol they had
put down, and had fworn to keep down, fo they

would not engage in any thing againft him, bui
would retire and look on. So they offered him
their commifTions, fince they were refolved not td

ferve a King : He defired they would ftay till the/

heard his anfwer. It was believed, that he, fee-

ing two perfons fo near him ready to abandon him,

concluded that many others would follow theif

example ; and therefore thought it Was too bold a

venture. So he refufed it, but accepted of the

Continuance of his Protecborfhip. Yet, if he had
lived out the next winter, as the debates were to

hate
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have been brought on again, fo it was generally

thought he would have accepted of the offer.

And it is yet a queftion what the effe6t of that

would have been. Some have thought it would
have brought on a geaeral fettlement, fince the

law and the ancient government were again to

take place : Others have fancied juft the contrary,

that it would have engaged the Army, fo that

they would either have deferted the fervice, or

have revolted from him, and perhaps have killed

him in the firft fray of the tumult. I will not

determine which of thefe would have moft probably

happened. In thefe debates fome of the Cavalier

party, or rather their children, came to bear fome
ihare. They were then all zealous Commonwealths

-

men, according to the diredlions fent them from

thofe about the King. Their bufinefs was to oppofe

Cromwell on all his demands, and fo to weaken him
at home, and expofe him abroad. When fome

of the other party took notice of this great change,

from being the abettors of prerogative to become
the patrons of liberty, they pretended their edu-

cation in the Court and their obligation to it had

engaged them that way ; but now fince that was

out of doors, they had the common principles of

human nature and the love of liberty in them.

By this means as the old republicans affifted and

protefted them, fo at the fame time they flrength-

ened the faftion againft Cromwell. But thefe very

men at the Reftoration fhook off this difguife, and

reverted to their old principles for a high prero-

gative and abfolute power. They faid they were

for liberty, when it was a mean to diftrefs one

who they thought had no right to govern •, but

when the government returned to its old channel,

they were ftill as firm to all prerogative notions,

and as great enemies to liberty as ever.

I go next to give an account of Cromwell's Crom-

traniadions with relation to foreign affairs. He ^*^^' ^ ^""'

laid it down for a maxim to fp.ire no coft or |/,f^^"°'

Vol. L H charge France.
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charge in order to procure him intelligence/

When he underftood what dealers the Jews were

every where in that trade that depends on news,

the advancing money upon high or low interefts

in proportion to the rifque they run or the gain

to be made as the times might turn, and in the

buying and felling of the a6tions of money fo ad-

vanced, he, more upon that account than in com-
pliance with the principle of toleration, brought a

company of them over to England, and gave

them leave to build a Synagogue. All the while

that he was negotiating this, they were fure and

good fpies for him, efpecially with relation to

Spain and Portugal. The Earl of Orrery told

me, he was once walking with him in one of the

galleries of White-hall, and a man almofb in rags

came in view : He prefently difmifs'd Lord Or-
rery, and carried that man into his clofet; who
brought him an account of a great fum ofmoney
that the Spaniards were fending over to pay their

army in Flanders, but in a Dutch man of war :

And he told him the places ©f the fhip in which

the money was lodged. Cromwell fent an exprefs

immediately to Smith, afterwards Sir Jeremy
Smith, who lay in the Downs, telling him that

within a day or two fuch a Dutch fhip would pafs

the channel, whom he mull vifit for the Spanilh

rnoneyj which was contraband goods, we being

then in war with Spain. So when the fliip

pafs'd by Dover, Smith fent and demanded leave

to fearch him. The Dutch captain anfwered, none

but his mafters might fearch hirn. Smith fent him
word, he had fet up an hour-glafs, and if before

that was run out he did not fubmit to the fearch,

he would force it. The Captain faw it was in

vain to ftruggle, and fo all the money was found.

Next time that Cromwell faw Orrery he told him,

he had his intelligence from that contemptible man
he faw him go to fome days before. He had on

all occafions very good intelligence : He knew
every thing that pafs*d in the King's little Court

:

And
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Ahd yet none of his fpies were difcovered, but j^--

one only.

The greateft difficulty on him in his foreign af-

fairs was, what fide to chufe, France or Spain.

The Prince of Conde was then in the Netherlands

with a great many Proteltants about him. He
fet the Spaniards on making great fteps towards

the gaining Cromwell into their interefts. Spain

ordered their Ambaffador to compliment him :

He was eileemed one of their ableft men : His

name was Don Alonfo de Cardenas : He offered

that if Cromwell would join with them^ they

would engage themfelves to make no peace till

he Ihould recover Calais again to England. This

was very agreeable to Cromwell, who thought it

would recommend him much to the Nation, if

he could reftore that town again to the Engiifh

Empire, after it had been a hundred years in the

j hands of the French. Mazarin hearing of this

I

fent one over to negotiate with him, but at firft

[without a charadter : And, to outbid the Spa-

iniard, he offered to affift Cromwell to take Dun-
! kirk, which was a place of much m.ore impor-

I

tance. The Prince of Conde fent over likewife to

i offer Cromwell to turn Proteftant ; and, if he

would give him a fieet with good troops, he

I would make a defcent in Guienne, where he did

I

not doubt but that he Ihould be affifted by the

I Proteftants ; and that he ihould fo diftrefs France,

I

as to obtain fuch conditions for them, and for

i

England, as Cromwell himfelf ftiould diftate.

;
Upon this offer Cromwell fent Stoupe round all

i

France, to talk Vv'ith their moft eminent men, to

lifee into their ftrength, into their prefent difpo-

ilition, the oppreirions they lay under, and their'

i inclinations to truft the Prince of Conde. He
went from Paris down the Loire, then to Bour-

deaux, from thence to Montauban, and crofs the

fouth of France to Lions : Fie ' was inftrufted to

talk to them only as a traveller, and to affure

H 2 them



lao A Summary of Affairs

them of Cromwell's zeal and care for thera, which

he magnified every where. The Proteftants were

then very much at their eafe : For Mazarin, who
thought of nothing but to enrich his family, took

care to maintain the edidls better than they had

been in any time formerly. So Stoupe returned,

and gave Cromwell an account of the eafe they

were then in, and of their refolution to be quiet.

They had a very bad opinion of the Prince of

Conde, as a man who fought nothing but his own
greatnefs, to which they believed that he was

ready to facrifice all his friends, and every caufe

that he efpoufed. This fettled Cromwell as to

that particular. He alfo found that the Cardi-

nal had fuch fpies on that Prince, that he knew
every meffage that had paffed between them

:

Therefore he would have no farther correfpondence

with him : He faid upon that to Stoupe, Stultus

• efi:, &: garrutus, & venditur a fuis Cardinal!. That
which determined him afterwards in the choice was

this : He found the parties grew fo ftrong againll

him at home, that he faw if the King or his bro-

ther were affifted by France with an army of Hu-

.

guenots to make a defcent in England, which

was threatned if he fhould join with Spain, this

might prove very dangerous to him, who had fo

many enemies at home and fo few friends. This

particular confideration with relation to himfelf

made great impreffion on him •, for he knew the

^
Spaniards could give thofe Princes no ftrength,

nor had they any Proteflant fubjeds to affiil them

in any fuch dcfign. Upon this occafion King

James told me, that among other prejudices he

had at the Proteflant religion this was one, that

both his brother and himfelf, being in many com-

panies in Paris incognito, where they met many
Proteftants, he found they v/ere all alienated from

tliem, and were great admirers of Cromwell : So

he believed they were all rebels in their heart. I

anfvvered, that foreigners were no other way con-

.1 cerne<i
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cerned in the quarrels of their neighbours, than

to fee who could or would affifl them : The cold-

nefs they had {e.tn formerly in the Court of Eng-
land with relation to them, and the zeal which
was then expreifed, mull naturally make them de-

pend on one that feemed refolved to prote6t them.

As the negotiation went on between France and
England, Cromwell would have the King and his

brother difmiffed the Kingdom. Mazarin con-

fented to this ; for he thought it more honourable,

that the French King Ihould fend them away of

his own accord, than that it fhould be done pur-

fuant to an article with Cromwell. Great excufes

were made for doing it : They had fome money
given them, and were fent away loaded with pro-

mifes of conftant fupplies that were never meant
to be performed : And they retired to Colen ; for

the Spaniards were not yet out of hope of gaining

Cromwell. But when that vanifhed, they invited

them to Bruxells, and they fettled great appoint-

ments on them, in their way, which was always

to promife much, how little foever they could

perform. They alfo fettled a pay for fuch of the

fubjefts of the three Kingdoms as would come
and ferve under our Princes : But few came, ex-

cept from Ireland : Of thefe fome regiments were

formed. But tho' this gave them a great and laft-

ing intereft in our Court, efpecially in King
James's, yet they did not much to deferve it.

Before King Charles left Paris he changed his The King,

religion, but by whofe perfuafion is not yet ^^I^^^'i ^a-

known : Only Cardinal de Retz was in the fecret, P' '

and Lord Aubigny had a great hand in it. It

was kept a great fecret. Chancellour Hide had
fome fufpicion of it, but would never fufFer him-
felf to believe it quite. Soon after the Reftora-

tion that Cardinal came over in difguife, and had
an audience of the King : What pafs'd is not
known. The firft ground I had to believe it was
fhJLS : The Marquis de Roucy, who was the man

Us of
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of the greateft family in France that continued

Proteflant to the laft, was much prefled by that

Cardinal to change his religion : He was his Kinf«

man and his particular friend. Among other rea-

fons one that he urged was, that the Proteilant

religion mull certainly be ruined, and that they

could exped; no protedtion from England, for to

his certain knowledge both the Princes were al-

' ready changed. Roucy told this in great cbnfi-

dence to his Miniiler, who after his death fent an

advertifement of it to my felf. Sir Allen Bro-

derick, a great Confident of the Chancellour's,

who from being very atheiilical became in the laft

years of his life an eminent penitent, as he was a

man of great parts, with whom I had lived long

in great confidence, on his death-bed fent me like-

wiie an account of this matter, which he believed

was done in Fontainebleau, before King Charles

was fent to Colen. As for King James, it feems

he was not reconciled at that time : For he told

me, that being in a Monaftery in Flanders, a Nun
defired him to pray every day, that if he was not

J^^^
in the right way God would bring him into it

:

' And he faid, the imprefiion thefe words made on

him never left him till he changed.

To return to CromvvTli : While he was balan-

cing in his mind what was fit for him to do. Gage,

who had been a Pri^H, came over from the

"Weft-Indies, and gave him fuch an account* of
' the feeblenefs as well as of the wealth of the,Spa-

Crom- niards in thofe parts, as made him conclude .that

weirs d?- jf would be both a great and an eafy conqueft to

tfe"wf feize on their dominions. By this he reckoned he

Indies. wouid be fupplied with fuch a treafure, that his

government would be eftabliOied before he ftiould

need to have any recourfe to a Parliament for

money. Spain would never admit of a peace

with England between the tropicks : So he was

in a ftate of war with them as to thofe parts, even

before he declared war Ui Europe. H? upQi;i

thnt
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that equipped a fleet with a force fufficient, as he

hoped, to have feized Hifpaniola and Cuba. And
Gage had aflured him, that fuccefs in that expe-

dition would make all the reft fall into his hands.

Stoupe, being on another occafion called to his

clofet, faw him one day very intent in looking on

a Map, and in meafuring diftances. Stoupe faw

it was a Map of the Bay of Mexico, and obferved

who printed it. So, there being no difcourfe

upon that fubjed, Stoupe went next day to the

Printer to buy the Map. The Printer denied h$

had printed it. Stoupe affirmed he had feen it.

Then, he faid, it muft be only in Cromwell's

hand ; for he only had fome of the Prints, and

had given him a ftri6t charge to fell none till he

had leave given him. So Stoupe perceived there

was a defign that way. And when the time of

fetting out the fleet came on, all were in a gaze

whither it was to go : Some fancied it was to rob

.the Church of Loretto, which did occafion a for-

tification to be drawn round it : Others talked of

Rome itfelf; for Cromwell's preachers had this

often in their mouths, that if it were not for t'he

divifions at home he would go and fack Babylon

:

Others talked of Cadiz, tho' he had not yet broke

with the Spaniards. The French could not pe-

netrate into the fecret. Cromwell had not finiflied

his alliance with them : So he was not bound to

give them an account of the expedition. All he

laid upon it was, that he , fent out the fleet to

guard the feas, and to reftore England to its do^

minion on that element. Stoupe happened to fay

in a company, he believed the defign was on the

Weft-Indies. The Spanifli Ambafladour, hearing

that, fent for him very privately, to afl-c him

upon what ground he faid it : And he offered

to lay down looool. if he could make any dif^

covery of that. Stoupe owned to me he had a

great mind to the money ; and fancied he betray^-

§4 rjothing if he did difcover the grounds of thefe

Ji 4 " conjedures^
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conjeftures, fince nothing had been trufted to
him : But he expeded greater matters from Crom-
well, and fo kept the fecret ; and faid only, that
in a diverfity of conjeftures that feemed to him
more probable than any others. But the Am-
baiTadour made no account of that ; nor did he
think it worth the writing to Don John, then at

Bruxells, about it.

Stoupe writ it over as his conjedure to One
about the Prince of Conde, who at firft hearing
it was perfuaded that muft be the defign, and
went next day to fuggeft it to Don John : But
Don John relied fo much on the AmbafTadour,
that this made no impreffion. And indeed all

the Minifters whom he employed knew that they
were not to difturb him with troublefome news :

Of which King Charles told a pleafant ftory. One
whom Don John was fending to Ibme Court in
Germany coming to the King to afk his com-
mands, he defired him only to write him news:
The Spaniard afked him, whether he would have
true or faife news : And, when the King feemed
amazed at the queftion, he added, if he writ him
true news the King muft be fecret, for he knew he
muft write news to Don John that would be ac-
ceptable, true or falfe : When the Minifters of
that Court lliewed that they would be ferved in

fuch a manner, it is no wonder to fee how their
affairs have declined. This matter of the fleet

continued a great fecret. And fome months after

-

that Stoupe being accidentally with Cromwell, one
came from the fleet thro' Ireland with a letter. The
bearer looked like one that brought no welcome
news. And as foon as Cromwell had read the
letter, he difmiffed Stoupe, v/ho went immediately
to. the Eari of Lejcefter, then Lord Lifle, and
^Id him what he had feen. He being of Crom-
well's Council went to Whitehall, and came back,
and told Stoupe of the defcent made on Hifpa-
qioia, and of the misfortune that had happened. It

was
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was then late, and was the poft-night for Flan-

ders. So Stoupe writ it as news to his correfpon-

dent, fome days before the Spanilh Ambafladour

knew any thing of it. Don John was amazed at

the news, and had never any regard for the Am-
baflkdour after that ; but had a great opinion of

Stoupe, and ordered the Ambafladour to make
him theirs at any rate. The Ambafladour fent for

him, and afked him, now that it appeared he had
gueflTed right, what were his grounds : And when
he told what they were, the Ambafladour owned
he had reafon to conclude as he did upon what he

faw. And upon that he made great ufe of Stoupe

:

But he himfelf was never efteemed after that fp

much as he had been. This deferved to be fet

down fo particularly, fmce by it it appears that

the greatefl: defign may be difcovered by an un-

due carelefnefs. The Court of France was amazed
at the undertaking, and was glad that it had mif-

carried ; for the Cardinal faid, if he had fulpedled

it, he would have made peace with Spain on any

terms, rather than to have given way to that

which would have been fuch an addition to Eng-
land, as mufl; have brought all the wealth of the

world into their hands. The fleet took Jamaica

:

But that was a fmall gain, tho' much magnified

to cover the failing of the main defign. The war
after that broke out, in which Dunkirk was in-

deed taken, and put in Cromwell's hand : But the

trade of England fuff'ered more in that, than in

any former war: So he lofl; the heart of the city

of London by that means.

Cromwell had tv/o fignal occafions given him His zeal

to fliew his zeal in proteding the Protelitants f^"" ^^^

abroad. The Duke of Savoy raifed a new perfe-
P^o^^^^"'

cution of the Vaudois : So Cromwell fent to Ma-
zarin, defiring him to put a fl:op to that ; adding,

that he knew well they had that Duke in their

pOAwer, and could reflirain him as they pleafed :

And if they did not he muft prefently break with

them.
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them!. Mazarin objedled to this as unreafonable :

He promifed to do good offices : But he could
not be obHged to anfwer for the effefls they might
have. This did not fatisfy Cromwell : So they

obliged the Duke of Savoy to put a ftop to that

unjuft fury : And Cromwell raifed a great fum for

the Vaudois, and fent over Morland to fettle all

their concerns, and to fupply all their loffes. There
was alfo a tumult in Nifmes, in which fome dif-

order had been committed by the Huguenots :

And they, apprehending fevere proceedings upon
it, fent one over with great expedition to Crom-
well> who fent him back to Paris in an hour's

time with a very effeftual letter to his AmbalTa-
dourj requiring him either to prevail that the mat-
ter might be pafs'd over, or to come away imme-
diately. Mazarin complained of this way of pro-

ceeding, as too imperious : But the neceifity of
their affairs made him yield. Thefe things raifed

Cromwell's charafter abroad, and made him be
much depended on.

His Ambaffadour in France at this time was
Lockhart, a Scotchman, who had married his

niece, and was in high favour with him, as he
well deferved to be. He was both a wife and a

gallant man, calm and virtuous, and one that car-

ried the generofities of friendihip very far. He was
f made governour of Dunkirk, and Ambaffadour

at the fame time. But he told me, that when he
was fent afterwards Ambaffadour by King Charles,

he found he had nothing of that regard that was
paid him in Cromwell's time.

A great Stoupe told me of a great delign Cromwell had
defign for intended to begin his Kingfhip with, if he had
^^ ^"T affumed it : He refolved to fet up a Council for

Proteftant
^^^^ Proteflant religion, in oppofition to the con-

jeiigion. gregation de Propaganda fide at Rome. He in-

tended it Ihould confift of fcven councellours,
^
and

four fecretaries for different provinces. Thefe

were the iirfl, Frances Switzerland, and the Val-

leys 5
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leys : The Palatinate and the other Calvinifts were

the fecond : Germany, the North, and Turkey
were the third : And the Eaft and Weft-Indies

were the fourth. The fecretaries were to have

500 1. falary apiece, and to keep a correfpondence

every where, to know the ftate of reHgion all over

the world, that fo all good defigns might be by
their means protected and aflifted. Stoupe was to

have the firft Province. They were to have a fund

of 1 0000 1. a year at their difpoM for ordinary

emergences, but to be farther fupphed as occali-

ons fhould require it. Chelfea college was to be
' made up for them, which was then an old decayed

building, that had been at firft raifed to be a col-

lege for writers of controverfy. I thought it was
not fit to let fuch a proje6l as this be quite loft :

It was certainly a noble one : But how far he would
have purfued it muft be left to conjedure.

Stoupe told me a remarkable paflage in his em- Some paf-

ployment under Cromwell. Stoupe had defired fages ia

all that were under the Prince of Gonde to let him ^^?,^",.r

know fome news, in return of that he writ to them. ^^ ^ *
^'

So he had a letter from one of them, giving an
account of an Iriftiman newly gone over, who had
faid he would kill '^romwell, and that he was to

lodge in King-ftreet Weftminfter. With this

Stoupe went to Whitehall. Cromwell being then

at Council, he fent him a note, letting him know
that he had a bufineis of great confequence to lay

before him. Cromwell was then upon a matter

that did fo entirely poITefs him, that he, fancying

it was only fome piece of foreign intelligence, fent

Thurlo to know what it might be. Stoupe was
troubled at this, but could not refufe to ftiew him
his letter. Thurlo made no great matter of it

:

He faid, they had many fuch advertifements fent

them, which fignified nothing but to make the

world think the Protedor was in danger of his

life : And the looking too much after thefe things

h^d an appearance of fear, \Yhich did ill become
f®
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ib great a man. Stoupe told him, King-ftreet
might be foon fearched. Thurlo aafwered, if we
find no fuch perfon, how (hall we be laught at ? Yet
he ordered him to write again to Bruxells, and pro-
mife any reward if a more particular difcovery
could be made. Stoupe was much call down,
when he faw that a piece of intelligence which he
hoped might have made his fortune was fo little

confidered. He wrote to Bruxells : But he had
no more from thence, but a confirmation of what
had been writ formerly to him. And Thurlo did
not think fit to make any fearch, or any farther
inquiry into it : Nor did he fo much as acquaint
Cromwell with it. Stoupe, being uneafy at this,

told Lord Lille of it : And it happened that, a few
weeks after, Syndercomb's defign of aflaffinating
Cromwell near Brentford, as he was going to
Hampton-court, was difcovered. When he was
examined, it appeared that he was the perfon fet

out in the letters from Bruxells. So Lifie faid to
Cromwell, this is the very man of whom Stoupe
had the notice given him. Cromwell feemed

- amazed at this ; and fent for Stoupe, and in great
wrath reproached him for his ingratitude in con-
cealing a matter of fuch confequence to him.
Stoupe upon this fhewed him the letters he had
received ; and put him in mind of the note he had
fent in to him, which was immediately after he had
the firft letter, and that he had fent out Thurlo to
him. At that Cromwell feemed yet more amazed

;

and fent for Thurlo, to whofe face Stoupe affirmed
the matter : Nor did he deny any part of it ; but
only faid, that he had many fuch advertifements
fent him, in which till this time he had never found
any truth. Cromwell replied flernly, that he
ought to have acquainted him with it, and left

him to judge of the importance of it. Thurlo de-
fired to fpeak ^n private with Cromwell. So Stoupe
was difmifs'd, and v/cnt away not doubting but
Thurlp would be difgraced, Buf as he underftood
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from Lifle afterward, Thurlo fliewed Cromwell

fuch inftances of his care and fidelity on all fuch

occafions, and humbly acknowledged his erroar

in this matter, but imputed it wholly to his care

both for his honour and quiet, that he pacifi'ed him
entirely : And indeed he was fo much in all Crom-
well's fecrets, that it was not fafe to difgrace him
without deftroying him j and that it feems Crom-
well could not refolve on. Thurio having mafter-

ed this point, that he might farther juftify his not

being fo attentive as he ought to have been, did

fo much fearch into Stoupe's whole deportment,

that he polTeffed Cromwell with fuch an ill opinion

of him, that after that he never treated him with

any confidence. So he found how dangerous it

was even to preferve a Prince, (fo he called him)

when a Miniiter was wounded in the doing ot it

;

and that the Miniller would be too hard ior the

Prince, even tho' his own fafety was concerned

in it.

Thefe are all the memorable things that T have
learnt concerning Cromwell ; of whom fo few have
fpoken with any temper, fome commending, and
others condemning him, and both out of meafure,

that I thought a juft account of him, which I had
from fure hands, might be no unacceptable thing.

He never could Ihake off* the roughnefs ofhis edu-

cation and temper : He fpoke always long and ve-

ry ungracefully. The enthufiaft and the difiembler

mixed fo equally in a great part of his deportment,

that it was not eafy to tell which was the prevail-

ing charader. He was indeed both, as I under-

ftood from Wilkins and Tillotfon, the one having

married his fifter, and the other his niece. He
was a true enthufiaft, but w^ith the principle for-

merly mentioned, from which he might be eafily

led into all the pra6lices both of falfhood and cru-

elty : Which was, that he thought moral laws were
only binding on ordinary occafions, but that upon
extraordinary ones thefe might be fuperfeded.

When
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When his own defigns did hot lead him out of the

way, he was a lover of juftice and virtue, and even
of learning, tho' much decried at that time.

Hismode- He ftudied to feek out able and honeft men,
radon in and to employ them : And fo having heard that

my father had a very great reputation in Scotland

for piety and integrity, tho' he knew him to be a

royalift, he fent to him, defiring him to accept

of a judge's place, and to do juftice in his own
country, hoping only that he would not aft againft

his government •, but he would not prefs him ta
fubfcribe or fvv^ear to it. My father refufed it in a

pleafant way. When he who brought the meffage

was running out into Cromwell's commendation,

my father told a ftory of a Pilgrim in Popery, who
came to a church where one Saint Kilmaclotius

was in great reverence : So the Pilgrim was bid

pray to him : But he anfwered, he knew nothing

of him, for he was not in his breviary : But when
he was told how great a Saint he was, he prayed

this collcfl ; " O fanfte Kilmacloti, tu nobis hac-

tcnus es incognitus, hoc folum a te rogo. ut fi

" bona tua nobis non profint, faltem mala ne no-
*' ceant." My father replied, that he defired no
other favour of him but leave to live privately,

without the impofitions of oaths and fubfcriptions

:

And ever after he lived in great quiet. And this

was an inftance of it : Overton one of Cromwell's

major generals, who was a high Republican, be-

ing for fome time at Aberdeen, where w^e then

lived, my father and he were often together : In

particular they were fhut up alone for about two
hours the night after the order came from Crom-
well to take away Overton's commifllons, and to

put him in arreft. Upon that Floward, afterward

Earl of Carlifle, being fent down to enquire into

all the plots that thofe men had been in, heard of
this long privacy : But, when with that he heard

what my father's chara6ler was, he made no far-

ther enquiry into it j but faid, Cromwell was very

uneafy
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wneafy when any good man was queftioned for any

thing.

This gentlenefs had in a great meafure quieted His pub-

people's minds with relation to him. And his ^'^^ ^P'*"'^-

maintaining the honour of the Nation in all foreign

countries gratifyed the vanity which is very natu-

ral to Englifhmen ; of which he was fo careful,

that tho' he was not a crowned head, yet his Am^
balTadours had all the refpefts paid them which our

Kings Ambaffadours ever had : He faid, the dig-

nity of the Crown was upon the account of the

Nation, of which the King was only the repre-

fentative head ; fo the Nation being ftill the fame,

he would have the fame regards paid to his Mini-

fters.

Another inftance of this pleafed him much,
Blake with the fleet happened to be at Malaga be-

fore he made war upon Spain : And fome of his

feamen went afhore, and met the Hoftie carried

about; and not only paid no refpeft to it, but

laughed at thofe who did : So one of the Priefts

put the people on refenting this indignity ; and
they fell upon them, and beat them feverely.

When they returned to their fhip they complained

of this ufage : And upon that Blake fent a trumpet
to the Viceroy, to demand the Prieft who was the

chief inflrument in that ill ufage. The Viceroy

anfwered, he had no authority over the Priefts,

and fo could not difpofe of him. Blake upon that

fent him word, that he would not enquire who
had the power to fend the Prieft to him, but if

he were not fent within three hours he would burn
their town : And they, being in no condition to

refift him, fent the Prieft to him, who juftified

himfelf upon the petulant behaviour of the fea-

men. Blake anfwered, that if he had fent a

complaint to him of it, he would have punifhed
them feverely, fmce he would not fuffer his

men to affront the eftablifhed religion of any
place at which he touched : But he took it

il).
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ill, that he fet on the Spaniards to do it ; for he
would have all the world to know, that an Eng-
lifhman was only to be punilhed by an Englilh-

man : And fo he treated the Prieft civilly, and
fent him back, being latisfied that he had him at

his mercy.

All the Cromwell was much delighted with this, and
world was read the letters in Council with great fatisfaftion

;

afraid of
^j^jj fo^^^ j^g hoped he fhould make the name of

an Engiilhman as great as ever that of a Roman
had been. The States of Holland were in fuch

dread of him, that they took care to give him no
fort of umbrage : And when at any time the King
or his brothers came to fee their lifter, the Princefs

royal, within a day or two after, they ufed to fend

a deputation to let them know, that Cromwell had
required of the States, that they Ihould give them

* no harbour. King Charles, when he was feeking

for colours for the war with the Dutch in the year

1672, urged it for one, that they fuffered fome of

his rebels to live in their Provinces. Borel, then

their AmbalTadour, anfwered, that it was a maxim
of long ftanding among them, not to enquire up-

on what account ftrangers came to live in their

country, but to receive them all, urilefs they had
been concerned* in confpiracies againft the perfons

of Princes. The King told him upon that, how
they had ufed both himfelf and his brother. Borel,

in great fimplicity, anfv/ered : "Ha! fire, c'eftoit

" une autre chcfe : Cromwell efboit un grand
" homme, & il fe faifoit craindre & par terre &
" par mer." This was very rough. The King's

anfwer was :
" Je me feray craindre aufly a mon

" tour :" But he was fcarce as good as his word.

Cromwell's favourite alliance was with Sweden.

Carolus Guftavus and he lived in great conjunfti-

on of counfels. Even Algernoon Sydney, wh6
was not inclined to think or fpeak well of Kings,

commended him to me ; and faid, he had juft no-

tions of publick liberty 5 and added, that Queen
Chriftina
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Chriftina feemed to have them likewife. But fhe

Was much changed from that, when I waited on

her at Rome \ for flie complained of us as a fa6li

ous Nation, that did not readily comply with the

commands of our Princes. Ail Italy trembled at

the name of Cromwell, and feemed under a pan-

nick, as long as he lived. His fleet fcoured the Me-
diterranean : And the Turks durft not offend him;

but deliver'd up Hide, who kept up the charader

of an Ambalfadour from the King there, and was

brought over and executed for it. The putting

the brother of the King of PortugaPs Ambaffa-

dour to death for murder, was the carrying juflice

very far -, fmce, tho' in the flridlnefs of the law of

nations it is only the Ambaffadour's own perfon

that is exempted from any authority but his maf-

ter's that fends him, yet the practice had gone in

favour of all that the Ambaffadour owned to be-

long to him. Cromwell Hiewed his good under-

ftanding in nothing more, than in feeking out ca-

pable and worthy men for all employments, but

molt particularly for the Courts of law, which

gave a general fatisfa6tion.

Thus he lived, and at lafl: died, on his aufpici- The ruin

ous * third of September, of fo flight a ficknefs, of ^^^ fa-

that his death was not looked for. He had two "^' ^*

fons, and four daughters. Plis fons were weak, I

but honeft men. Richard, the eldelt, tho' declared

Protector in purfuance of a nomination pretended

to be made by Cromwell, the truth of which was
much queftioned, was not at all bred for bulinefs,

nor indeed capable of it. He was innocent of all

the ill his father had done : So there was no preju-

dice lay againft him : And both the Royalifts and
the Prelbyterians fancied he favoured them, tho'

he pretended to be an Independent. But all the

Commonwealth party cried out upon his aiTuming

* It may well bu called Aufpicious, fince on ch?it day Ve had
defeated the Sco;ch at Dunbar, apd the nexc year the King at

. Worcefler.

Vol. I I the
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the Proteclorfliip, as a high ufurpation ; fince

whatever his father had from his Parliaments was

only perfonal, and fo fell with him : Yet in oppo-

fition to this, the City of London, and all the

Counties and Cities almoil in England, fent him
addreffes congratulatory, as well as condoling. So

little do thefe pompous appearances of refpedl fig-

nify. Tillotfon told me, that a week after Crom-
welFs death he being by accident at Whitehall,

and hearing there was to be a fall that day in the

houihold, he out of curiofity werft into the pre-

fence chamber where it was held. On the one fide

of a table Richard with the reft of Cromwell's fa-

mily were placed, and fix of the preachers were on

the other fide : Thomas Goodwin, Owen, Carrii

and Sterry were of the number. There he heard

a great deal of ftrange ftuff, enough to difguft a

man for ever of that enthufiaftick boldnefs. God
was as it were reproached with Cromwell's fervices,

and challenged for taking him away fo foon.

Goodwin, v/ho had pretended to affure them in a

prayer that he was not to die, which was but a

very few minutes before he expired, had now' the

impudence to fay to God, *' I'hou haft deceived

*' us, and we were deceived." Sterry, praying

for Richard, ufed thofe indecent words, next to

blafphemy, " Make him the brightnefs of the fa-

'* ther's glory, and the exprefs image of his per-

" fon." Richard was put on giving his father a

pompous funeral, by which his debts encreafed fo

upon him, that he was foon run out of all credit.

When the Parliament met, his party tried to get

a recognition of his Proteftorlhip : But it foon ap-/

peared, they had no ftrength to carry it. Fleet-

wood, who married Ircton's Widow, fet up a

Council of officers: And thefe refolved to lay

afidc Richard, who had neither genius nor friends,

neither treafure nor army to fupport him. He
defired only fecurity for the debts he had contrad-

cd; which was promifed, but not performed.

5 ^"^
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And {o without any ftruggle he withdrev/, and

became a private man. And as he had done hurt

to no body, fo no body did ever ftudy to hurt him j

a rare inftance of the inftability of human great-

nefs, and of the fecurity of innocence. His bro-

ther had been made by the father Lieutenant of

Ireland, and had the moll fpirit of the two j but

he could not ftand his ground, when his brother

quitted. One of Cromwell's daughters was mar-
ried to Claypole, and died a little before himfelf : '

Another was married to the Earl of Falconbridge,

a wife and worthy woman, more likely to have

maintained the poft than either of her brothers ,

according to a faying that went of her, that thofe

who v/ore breeches deferved petticoats better, but'

if thofe in petticoats had been in breeches, they

would have held fafter. The other daughter was
married, firft to the Earl of Warwick's heir, and
afterwards to one Ruffei. They were both very

worthy perfons.

Upon Richard's leaving the ftage, the Com- Great dif-

monwealth was again fet up : And the Parliament j'^'^^" fol-

which Cromwell had broke was brought together :

But the Army and they tell into new difputes : So
they were again broke by the army : And upon
that the Nation was like to fail into great convul-

nons. The enthufiafts became very fierce, and
talked of nothing but the deftroying all the re-

cords and the law, which they faid had been all

made by a fucceilion ot Tyrants and Papills : So
they refolved to model all anew by a levelling,

and a fpiritual government of the Saints. There
was fo little fenfe in this, that Nevil and Haring-
ton, with fome others, fet up in Weilminfter a

meeting, to confider of a form of government
ithac fhould fecure liberty, and yet preferve the

I Nation. They ran chiefly on having a Parliament

leleded by ballot, in which the Nation fhould be
ireprefented according to the proportion of what
;was paid-in taxes, towards the publick expence:

I 2 ' And
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And by this Parliattient a Council of twenty, four

was to be chofen by ballot : And every year eight

of thefe were to be changed, and might not again

be brought into it, but after an interval of three

years : By thefe the Nation was to ,be governed :

' And they were to give an account of the admini-

ftration to the Parliament every year. This meet-

ing was a matter of diverfion and fcorn, to fee a

few perfons take upon them to form a fcheme of

government : And it made many conclude, it was

necellary to call home the King, . that fo matters

might again fall into their old channel. Lambert
became the man on whom the Army depended

moft. Upon his forcing the Parliament, great

applications were made to Monk to declare for the

Parhamcnt : But under this the declaring for the

King was generally underRood. Yet he kept him-
• felf under fuch a referve, that he declared all the

while in the moft folemn manner for a Common-
wealth, and againft a fmgle perfon, in particular

againft the King : So that none had any ground

from him to believe he had any defign that way.

Some have thought that he intended to try, if it

was poffible, to fet up for himfeif : Others rather

beheved, that he had no fettled defign any way,

and refolved to do as occafion lliould be offered

to him. The Scotch Nation did certainly hope he

would bring home the King. He drew the great-

eft part of the Army towards the borders, where

Lambert advanced towards him with 7000 horfe.

Monk was ftronger in foot : But being apprehen-

live of engaging on difadvantage, he fent Llarges

to the Lord Fairfax for his advice and afilftance,

who returned anfwer by Dr. Fairfax, afterwards

fecretary to the Archbifhop of Canterbury, and

allured him he would raife Yorkftiire on the firft

of January. And he defired him to prefs upon

Lambert, in cafe that he ftiould fend a detach-

ment into Yorklhire. On the firft of January,

Fairfax appeared with about 100 gentlemen and

their
ji
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their fervants. But fo much did he ftill maintain

his great credit with the Army, that the night af-

ter the Irifh Brigade, that confifted of 120J horfe

and was the rear of Lambert's army, came over

to him. Upon that Lambert retreated, finding

his army was fo little fure to him, and refolved to

march back to London. He was followed by
Monk, who when he came to Yorklhire met with

Fairfax, and offered to refign the chief command
to him. The Lord Fairfax retufed it, but prefs'd

Monk to declare for a free Parliament : Yet in

that he was fo referred to him, that Fairfax knew
not how to depend on him. But as Lambert was

making hafte up, his army mouldered away, and

he himfelf was brought up a prifoner, and was

put in the Tower of London. Yet not long after

he made his efcape, and gathered a few troops

about him in Northamptonlhire. But thefe were

foon fcattered : For Ingoldfby, tho' one of the

King's judges, raifed Backinghamfhire againll

him. A«d fo little force feemed now in that par*

^' ty, that with very little oppofiti^n Ingoldfby took

him prifoner, and brougnthim into Northampton :

• Where Lambert, as Ingoldlhy told me, entertain*

^'' ed hirn with a pleafant refle6tion for all his mistor-
•

tui\^s. The people were in great crowds applaud-

ing and rejoycing for the fuccefs. So Lambert
put Ingoldfby in mind of what Cromwell had faid

to them both, near that very place, in the year
*•

' 1650, when they with a body of the officers were
^'- going down after' their army that was marching to

'•"^•'Scotland, the people all the while fhouting and
--•''wilhing them fuccefs: Lambert upon that faid to

Cromwell, he was glad to fee they had the Nation

on their fide : Cromwell anfwered, do not truft to

that; for thefe very perfons would ihout as much
if you and I were going to be hanged. Lambert
faid, he looked on himfelf as in a fair way to that,

and began to think Cromwell prophefied,

I 3 Upon
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Upon the difperfing Lambert's army, Monk
marched fouthward, and was now the obje6t of

aJl men's hope. At London all forts of people

began to cabal together, Royalifts, Prefbyterians,

and Republicans. Hollis told me, the Prefbyte-

rians preffed the Royalifts to be quiet, and to leave

the game in their hands \ tor their appearing would
give jealoufy, and hurt that which they meant to

promote. He and Allily Cooper, Grimftone and

Annefly, met often with Manchefter, Roberts,

and the reft of the Preft^yterian party : And the

Miniilers of London were very active in the City :

So that when Monk came up, he was preffed to

declare himfelf. At iirft he would only declare

for the Parliament that Lambert had forced. But

there was then a great fermentation all over the

Nation. Monk and the Parliament grew jealous

of one another, even while they tried who could,

give the beft words, and exprefs their confidence

' in the higheft' terms of one another. I will purfue
." the relation of this tranfadion no farther : For this

matter is well known.

AW turn The King had gone in Autumn 1 6^<^ to the

to the meeting at the Pyrenees, where Cardinal Mazarin
^",-"2

s and Don Lewis de Haro were negotiating a peace.

He applied himfelf to both fides, to try what

affiftance he might exped upon their concluding

the peace. , It was then known, that he went to

Mafs fometimes, that fo he might recommend
himfelf the more effedually to both courts : Yet
this was carried fecretly, and was confidently de-

nied. Mazarin ftill talked to Lockhart upon the

foot of the old confidence : For he went thither

to watch over the treaty; tho' England was now in

: fuch convulfions, that no Minifter from thence

could be much confidered, unlefs it was upon his

own account. , But matters were ripening fo faft

towards a revolution in England, that the King
came back to Flanders in all hafte, and went from

thence to Breda. Lockhart had it in his power to

have
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have made a great fortune, if he had begun firft,

and had brought the King to Dunkirk. As foon

as the peace of the Pyrenees was made, he came
over and found Monk at London, and took

all the pains he could to penetrate into his defigns.

But Monk continued ftill to proteft to him in the

folemneft manner poffible, that he would be true

to the Commonwealth, and againft the Royal fa-

mily. Lockhart went away, perfuaded that mat-

ters woidd continue ilill in the fame ftate : So that

when his old friend Midletoun writ to him to

make his own terms, if he would invite the King
to Dunkirk, he laid, he was trufted by the Com-
monwealth, and could not betray it.

The Houfe of Commons put Monk 011 break-

ing the gates of the Cicy ot London, not doubt-

ing but that would render him fo odious to them,

that it would force him to depend wholly on them

-

felves. He did it : And foon after he faw how
odious he was become by it. So conceiving

a high indignation at thofe who had put him on
fuch an ungracious piece of fervice, he fent about

all that night to the Minifters and other aftive ci-

tizens, affuring them that he would quickly repair

that errour, if they would forgive it. So the turn

was fudden : For the City fent and invited him to

dine the next day at Guildhall : And there he de^-

clared for the members vv'hom the Army had

forced away in the year 47 and 48, who were

known by the name of fecluded members. And
fome happening to call the body that then fat: at

Weftminiler the Rump of a Parliament, a fudden

humour run like a madnefs through the whole Ci-

ty, of roafting the Rumps of all forts of animals.

And thus the City exprelfed themfelves fufficientr.

ly. Thofe at Weftminfter had no fupport: So
they fell unpitied, and unregarded. The fecluded

members came, and fate down among them. Bu
all they could do was to give orders for the furt-

I 4 moni
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moni.ig a new Parliament to meet the firft of May :

And fo they declared themfelves diffoived.

Care There was ftill a murmuring in the Army. So
taken to great care was taken to fcatter them in wide quar-
manage

^^^^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^ fuffer too many of thofe who were

ftill for the old caufe to lie near one another. The^

well and the ill affedled v/ere fo mixed, that in cafe

of any infurreflion fome might be ready at hand to

affift them. They changed the officers that were

ill affeded, who were not thought fit to be trufted

with the commanding thofe of their own ftamp v

and fo created a miftruft between the officers and

the foldiers. And above all they took care to have

no more troops than was neceffary about the City :

And thefe were the beft affefted. This was ma-
naged with great diligence and fkill : And by this

condutl it was, that the great turn was brought

about without the leaft tumult or bloodfhed,

which was beyond what any perfon eould have

imagined. Of all this Monk had both the praife

and the reward : tho' I have been told a very fmall

fhare of it belonged to him. Admiral Montague
was then in chief command at fea, newly returned

from the Sound, where he and de Ruyter, upon
the orders diey received from their Mafters, had

- brought the two northern Kings to a peace, the
' King of Sweden dying as it was a making up.

= He was foon gained to be for the King -, and dealt

fo effe(ftually with the whole Fleet, that the turn

there v/as as filently brought about, without any

revolt or oppofition, as it had been in the Army.
The Republicans went about like madmen, to

• roufe up their party. But their time was paft.

- AH were either as men amazed or afleep. They
" had neither the fkill, nor the courage to make
any oppofition. The eleftions of Parliament men

- run ail the other way.' So they faw their bufinefs

was quite loft, and they felt themfelves ftruck' as

with a -fpirit of giddinefs. A-nd then every m^n
thought only how to fave or fecure himfelf. And

AQW
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now thev faw how deceitful the argument "frofn

fuccefs was, which they had ufed fo oft, and tri-

umphed fo much upon. For whereas fuccefs jii

the field, which v/as the foundation of their ar-

gument, depended much upon the condud and

courage of armies, in which the will of man had

a large (hare, here was a thing of another nature'

:

A Nation, that had run on long in fuch a fierce

oppofition to the Royal family, was now turned

as one man to call home the King.

:

-

The Nation had one great happinefs during the

long courfe of the civil war, that no foreigners

had got footing among them. Spain was finking

to nothing : France was under a Safe fpirited Mi-

nifter : And both were in war all the while. Now
a peace was made between them. And very pro-

bably, according to what is in Mazarin's lett-ers,

they would have joined forces to have reftored the

King. The Nation was by this means entirely in

its own hands : And now returning to its wits was

in a condition to put every thing in joint again

:

"Whereas, if foreigners had been polfeffed of any

important place, they might have had a large

Ihare of the management, and would have been

fure of taking care of themfelves. Enthufiafm

was now languid : For that, owing its mechanical

force to the livelinefs of the blood and fpirits,

men in diforder and depreffed could not raife in

themfelves thofe heats, with which they were for-

merly wont to transport themfelves and others.

Chancellour Hide was all this while very bufy :

He fent over Dr. Morley, who talked much with

the Prefbyterians of moderation in general, but

would enter into no particulars:- Only he took

care to let them know he was a Calviniit : And
they had the beft opinion of fuch of the Church
of England as were of that perfuafion. Hide
wrote in the King's name to all the leading men,
and got the King to write a great many letters in

a very obliging manner. Some that had been

faulty
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faulty fent over confiderable prefents, with afTu-

ranccs that they would redeem all that was paft

with their zeal for the future. Thefe were all ac-

cepted of. Their money was alfo very wekome ;

for the King needed money when his matters were

on that crifis and he had lb many tools at work.
The management of a.11 this was fo entirely the

Chanccllour's fmgle performance, that there was
• fcarce any other that had fo much as a fhare in it

with him. He kept a regiller of all the King's
• promifes, and of his own •, and did all that lay in,

his power afterwards to get them all to be per-

formed. He was alfo all that while giving the
- King many wife and good advices. But he did it

too much with the air of a governour, or of a

lawyer. Yet then the King was wholly in his

hands.

Anew I need not open the fcene of thenewParliament»
Parha-

j^qj- Convention, as it came afterwards to be called,

becaufe it was not fummoned by the King's writ :)

Such unanimity appeared in their proceedings^

that there was not the leaft difpute among them,

but upon one fmgle point : Yet that was a very

important one. Hale, afterwards the famous

Chief Juflice, moved that a Committee might be

appointed to look into the propofitions that had

been made, and the concelTions that had been

offered by the late King during tjKe war, particu-

larly at the treaty of Newport, that from thence

they might digeft fuch propofitions as they fhould

think fit to be fent over to the King. This was

feconded, but I do not remember by whom. It

was forefeen, that fuch a motion might be (et on

foot : So Monk was inltruded how to anfwer it,

whenfoever it fhould be propofed. He told the

Houfe, that there was yet, beyond all mens hope,

an univerfal quiet all over the Nation ; but tliere

were many incendiaries ftill on the watch^ trying

where they could firfl raife the flame. He faid,

he had fuch copious informations fent him of thefe

things.
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tilings, .that it was not fit they fhould be generally

known : He eould not anfwer for the peace, either

of the Nation or of the Army, if any delay was

put to the fending for the King : What need was

'tijere of fending propofitions to him ? Might they

-npt as well prepare them, and offer them to him,

"when he Ihould come over? He was to bring nei-

ther army nor treafure with him, either to fright

' them or to corrupt them. So he moved, that

they would immediately fend commiffioners to

bring over the King : And faid, that he muft lay

'I

the,blame of all the blood or mifchief that might

follow on the heads of thofe, who iliould ftill in-
'

fi ft on any motion that might delay the prefeht

fettlement of the Nation. This was echo'd with

fuch a fhout over the Houfe, that the motion was

no more ir^^ifted on.

This was indeed the great fervice that Monk They

did. It was chiefly owing to the poft he was in, ^^^'^^^

and to the credit he had gaine4 : For as to the ^°^J
^^^

Reftoration itfelf, the tide run fo ftrong, that he without a
only went into it dexteroufly enough, to get much treaty,

fame, and great rewards, for that which will have

ftill a great appeai^nce ift':'hift6ry. If he had died

foon after, he rMht haye^ be^ more juftly ad-

mired, becaufe leis^known, arim/!feen only in one
advantageous light : But he live'cj long enough to

make it known, how falfe a judgment men are apt

to make upon outward appearance. To the King's

coming in without conditions may be well imputed
all the errours of his reign. And when the Earl
ot Southampton came to fee what he was like to

prove, he faid once in great wrath to Chancellour

Hide, it was to him th^y owed all they either felt

or feared ; for if he had not pofTefled them in all

his letters with fuch an opinion of the King, they
'" ^"Would have taken care to have put it out of his

power either to do himfelf or them any mifchief^

which was like to be the efFed of their trufting

him fo entirely. Hide anfwered, that he thought

the
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-the King had fo .tr^je a judgment, and fo much
good nature, that when the age of pleafure fhouli

be over, and the idlenefs of his exile, which madfe

him feek new diverfions for.want df other employ-

-jnent, was turned tQ an obligation to mind affairs,

then he would have fliaken off thofe entangle-

ments. I muft put my r.eadcr in mind, that I

leave all common tranfadions to ordinary books.

If at any time I fay things that occur in any books,

it is partly to keep the thread of the narration in

an unintangled method, and partly, becaufe I nei-

ther have heard nor read thofe things ir^ books

;

or at leaft, I do not remember to have read them
fo clearly and fo particularly as I have related them.

i now leave a mad and cohfufed fcene, to'open a

mpre auguft and fplendid ope, ;

TH E
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My Own Times.

B O O K II.

Of the firfl twelve years of the reign of King

Charles 11. from the year 1660 to the

year 1673.

Divide King Charles's reign in- 1660,

to two books, not fo much becaufe, ^—-v—
confining of twenty four years, it

fell, if divided at all, naturally to

put twelve years in a book : But I

have a much better reafon for it,

(ince as to the firft twelve years, tho' I knew the

affairs of Scotland very authentically, yet I had
only fuch a general knowledge of the affairs of

England as I could pick up at a diftance : Where-
as I lived fo near the fcene, and had indeed fuch a

fhare in feveral parts of it, during the lafl twelve

years, that 1 can write of thefe with much more
certainty, as well as more fully, than of the firft

twelve. I will therefore enlarge more particularly,

within the compafs that 1 have fixed for this book,
on the affairs of Scotland ; both out of the imbred
love that all men have for their native country,

and
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and more particularly, that I may leave Tome ufc*

ful inftrudiions to thole of my own order and pro-

felTion, by reprefenting to them the condud of the

Bifhops of Scotland : For having obferved with
more than ordinary nicenefs all the errours that

were committed, both at the firft fetting up of
Epffcopacy, and in the whole prcgrefs of its con-
tinuance in Scotland, till it was again overturned
there, 1 am enabled to fet all that matter in a full

view and in a clear light.

j^
As foon as it was fixed that the King was to be

went over reflored, a great many went over to make their

to the court : Among thefe Sharp, who was employed
^^S"^- by the refolutioners of Scotland, was one. He

carried with him a letter from the Earl of Glen-

cairn to Hide, made foon after Earl of Clarendon,

recommending him as the only perfon capable to

manage the defign of fetting up Epifcopacy in

Scotland : Upon which he was received into great

confidence. Yet, as he had obferved very care-

fully the fuccefs of Monk's folemn proteftations

againft the King for a Commonwealth, it feems

he was fo pleafed with the original that he refolved

to copy after it, without letting himfelf be di-

verted from it by fcruples : For he ftuck neither

at folemn proteftations, both by word of mouth
and by letters, (of which I have feen many proofs,)

nor at appeals to God of his fincerity in ading

for the Prelbytery, both in prayers and on other

occafions, joining with thefe many dreadful im-

precations on himfelf if he did prevaricate. He
w^s all the while maintained by the Prefbyterians

as their agent, and continued to give them a con-

ftant account of the progrefs of his negotiation in

their fervice, while he was indeed undermining it.

iThis piece of craft was fo vifible, he having re-

peated his proteftations to as many perfons as then

grew jealous of him, that when he threw off^ the

jjialk, about a year after this, it laid a foundation
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of fuch a characSter of him, that nothing could

ever bring people to any tolerable thoughts of a

man, whofe diffimulation and treachery was fo

well known, and of which fo many proofs were

to be ken under his ow^n hand.

With the Reftoration of the King, a fpirit of The Na-

extravasant ioy fpread t>ver the Nation, that "°" ^^^^

1
•^- •; • 1 1

• nr L over-run
brought on with it the throwing oft the very pro- vvithvke

feflions of virtue and piety : All ended in enter- and

tainments and drunkennefs, which over-run the^r^nken-

three Kingdoms to fuch a degree, that it very"^^^-

much corrupted all their morals. Under the co-

lour ofdrinking the King's health, there were great

diforders and much riot every where : And the

pretences of Religion, both in thofe of the hypo-

critical fort, and of the more honeft but no lafs

pernicious enthufiafts, gave great advantages, as

well as they furnilhed much matter, to the pro-

phane mockers of true piety. Thole who had
been concerned in the former tranfa<51;ions thought,

,

they could not redeem themlelves from the cen-

fures and jealoufies that thofe brought on them, ^

by any method that was more fure and moreeafy,

than by going into the ilream, and laughing at

all reli^on, telling or making ftories to expofe

both themfelves and their party as impious and
jidiculous.

The King was then thirty years of age, and, as The
^

might have been fuppofed, paft the levities of^^'^S^

youth and the extravagance of pleafure. He had
a very good underftanding. He knew well the

ftate of affairs both at home and abroad. He had
a foftnefs of temper that charmed all who came
near him, till they found how little they could de-

pend on good looks, kind words, and fair pro^

mifes ; in which he was liberal to excefs, becaufe

he intended nothing by them, but to get rid of

importunities, and to filence all farther prelTmg
upon him. He leemed to have no fenfe of reli-

|

gion : Both at prayers and facrament, he, as it

. were.
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wefe^ took care to fatisfy peopkj that he was in

no fort concerned in that about which he was
employed. So that he was very far from being
an hypocritCj unlefs his aflifting at thofe perfor-

mances v/as a fort of hypocrify, (as no doubt it

was :) But he was fure not to encreafe that by any
the leaft appearance of RcHgion. He faid once
to myfelf, he v/as no atheill, but he could not

,J- think God would make a man miferable, only for

taking a little pleafure out of the way. He dif-

guifed his Popery to the laft. But when he talk-

ed freely, he could not help letting himfelf out
againft the liberty that under the Reformation all

men took of enquiring into matters of religion :

For from their enquiring into matters of religion

they carried the humour farther, to enquire into

matters of Hate. He faid often, he thought go-
vernment was a much fafer and eafier thing where
the authority was believed infallible, and the faith

and fubmiffion of the people was implicite : About
which I had once much difcourfe with him. He
was affable and eafy, and loved to be made fo by
all about him. The great art of keeping him long
was, the being eafy, and the making every thing eafy

to him. He had made fuch obfervations on the
French government, that he thought a King who
might be checkt, or have his Minifters called to

an account by a Parliament, was but a King in

name. He had a great compafs of knowledge,
tho' he was never capable of much application or

iludy. He underftood the Mechanicks and Phy-
fick ; and was a good Chymift, and much ftt on
feveral preparations of Mercury, chiefly the fix-

ing it. He underftood navigation well: But
above all he knew the architedVure of fhips fo per-

fectly, that in that refped he was exad rather

more than became a Prince. His apprehenfibn

was quick, and his memory good. He was an
everlafting talker. He told his ftories with a

,
good grace : But they came in his way too often.

He
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He had a very ill opinion both of men and
women j and did not think that there was either

fmcerity or chafbity in the world out of principle,

but that fome had either the one or the other out
of humour or vanity. He thought that no body
did ferve him out of love : And fo he was quits

with all the world, and loved others as little as he
thought they loved him. He hated bufinefs, and A

could not be eaiily brought to mind any : But
when it was neceffary, and he was fet to it, he
would ftay as long as his Miniflers had work for

him. The ruin of his reign, and of all his affairs,

was occafioned chiefly by his delivering himfelf

up at his firil coming over to a mad range of plea-

fure. One of the race of the Villers, then married

to Palmer, a Papift, foon after made Earl of Caftle-

main, who afterwards being feparated from him
was advanced to be Duchefs of Cleveland, was his

firft and longeft miftrefs, by whom he had five

children. She was a woman of great beauty, but

nioft enormoufly vitious and ravenous ; fooiiih but

imperious, very uneafy to the King, and always

carrying on intrigues with other men, while yet

Ihe pretended Ihe was jealous of him. His paf-

fion for her and her ftrange behaviour towards^

him, did fo diforder him, that often he was not

mafter of himfelf, nor capable of minding bufi-

nefs, which in fo critical a tim.e required great

application : But he did then fo entirely truft the

Earl of Clarendon, that he left all to his care, and
fubmitted to his advices as to fo many oracles.

The Earl of Clarendon was bred to the Law, Ckren-

and was like to grow eminen; in his profeffion *^'s cha-

when the wars began. He diftinguifhed himfelf
'^^^^'"*

fo in the Houfe of Commons, that he became con-

fiderable, and was much trufted all the while the

King was at Oxford. He ftayed beyond fea fol-

lowing the King's fortune till the Reftoration ;

and was now an abfoiute favourite, and the chief

or the only Minifler, but with too magilterial a

Vol. I. K way.
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way. He was always prefling the King to mind
his affairs, but in vaia. He was a good Chan-
cellouf, only a little too rough, but very impar-

tial in the adminiftration of juftice. He never

feemed to underftand foreign affairs well : And
yet he meddled too much in them. He had too

much levity in his wit, and did not always ob-

ferve the decorum of his poft. He was high, and
was apt to rejeft thofe who addreffed themfelves

to him with too much contempt. He had fuch

a regard to the King, that when places were dif-

pofed of, even otherwife than as he adVifed, yet

he would jullify what the King did, and difparage

the pretenlions of others, not without much fcorn y

which created him many enemies. He was inde-

. fatigable in bufinefs, tho* the gout did often dif-

; able him from waiting on the King : Yet, dur-

ing his credit, the King came conftantly to him
when he was laid up by it.

Ormond's ^^^ "^^^ ^^^ ^^ favour with the King was the

^harader. Duke of Ormond : A man every way fitted for a
Court : Of a graceful appearance, a lively wit, and
a cheerful temper : A man of great expence, de-

cent even in his vices, for he always kept up the

form of religion. He had gone through many
tranfaftions in Ireland with more fidelity than fuc-

cefs. He had made a treaty with the Irifh, which
was broken by the great body of them, tho' fome
few of them adhered Hill to him. But the whole
Irifh nation did ftill pretend that, tho' they had
broke the agreement firft, yet he, or rather the

King in whofe name he had treated with them,
was bound to perform all the articles of the treaty.

He had mifcarried fo in the fiege of Dublin, that

it very much leffened the opinion of his mihtary

condud. Yet his conftant attendance on his ma-
iler, his eafinefs to him, and his great fufferings

for him, raifed him to be Lord Steward of the

Houfhold, and Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. He
-was firm to the Proteftant religion, and fo far firm

to
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to the laws, that he always gave good advices : 1660.

But when bad ones were followed, he was not for v-^>-^*>
,

complaining too much of them.

The Earl of Southampton was next to thefe. South-

He was a man of great virtue, and of very good ampton's

parts. He had a lively apprehenfion, and a good chara&.er.

judgment. He had merited much by his conftant

adhering to the King's intereft during the war^

and by the large fuppiies he had fent him every

year during his exile ; for he had a great eftate,

and only three daughters to inherit it. He was

Lord Treafurer : But he grew foon weary of bufi-

nefs •, for as he was fubject to the ftone, which re-

turned often and violently upon him, fo he retain-

ed the principles of liberty, and did not go into

the violent meafures of the Court. When he faw

the King's temper, and his v/ay of managing, or

rather of fpoiling bufinefs, he grew very uneafy>

and kept himfelf more out of the way than was

confiflent with that high poll. The King Itood

in fome awe of him ; and faw how p pular he

Would grow, if put out of his fervice : And there-

fore he chofe rather to bear with his ill humour

and contradiftion, than to difmifs him. He left

the bufmefs of the treafury wholly in the hands of

his fecretary, Sir Philip Warwick, who was an

honeft but a weak man, and underftood the common
road of the treafury. He vv^as an incorrupt man,

and during feven years management of the treafury

made but an ordinary fortune out of it. Before

the Reftoration the Lord Treafurer had but a fmall

falary, with an allowance for a table ; but he gave,

or rather fold, all the fubaltern places, and made
great profits out of the eftate of the Crown : But

now, that eftate being gone, and the Earl of

Southampton difdaining to fell places, the matter

was fettled fo, that the Lord Treafurer was to

have 8000I. a year, and the King was to name

all the fubaltern officers. It continued to be fb all

K 2 his
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his time : But fince that time the Lord Treafurcr has
both the 8000 1. and a main hand in the difpofing

of thole places.

The man that was in the greatefl credit with
the Earl of Southampton was Sir Anthony Afhly
Cooper, who had married his niece, and became
afterwards io confiderable that he was raifed to be
Earl of Shaftfbury. And fince he came to have
fo great a name, and that I knew him for many
years in a very particular manner, I will dwell a
little longer on his charader ; for it was of a very
extraordinary compofition. He began to make a
confiderable figure very early. Before he was
twenty he came into the Houfe of Commons, and
was on the King's fide •, and undertook to get
Vv iltfhire and Dorfetfliire to declare for him : But
he was not able to effed it. Yet Prince Maurice
breaking articles to a town, that he had got to re-

ceive him, furniflied him with an excufe to for-

fake that fide, and to turn to the Parliament. He
had a wonderful faculty in fpeaking to a popular
afiembly, and could mix both the facetious and
the ferious way of arguing very agreeably. He
had a particular talent to make others tru ft to his

judgment, and depend on it : And he brought
over fo many to a fubmiffion to his opinion, that I

never knew any man equal to him in the art of
governing parties, and of making himfelf the
head of them. He was as to religion a Deift at

bed; : He had the dotage of Aftrojogy in him to
a high degree : He told me, that a Dutch do6lor
had from the liars foretold him the whole feries

of his life. But that which was before him, when
he told me this, proved falfe, if he told me true:
For he faid, he vvas yet to be a greater man than
he had been. He fancied", that after death our
fouls lived in ftars. He had a general knowledge
of the flighted parts of learning, but underllood
little to the boctoiji : So he triumphed in a ram-
biing way of talkln-, b-: argued nightly when he

2 waS'
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was held clofe to any point. He had a wonderful
faculty at oppofing, and running things down •,

but had not the like force in building up. Ke
had fuch an extravagant vanity in fetting himfelf

out, that it was very difagreeable. He pretended
that Cromwell offered to make him King. He
was indeed of great ufe to him in withftanding the

enthufiafts of that time. He was one of thofe

who prefs'd him mod to accept of the Kingiliip,

becaufe, as he faid afterwards, he was fure it would
ruin him. His ftrength lay in the knowledge of
England, and of all the confiderable men in it.

He underftood well the fize of their underfland-
ings, and their tempers : And he knew how to

apply himfelf to them fo dextroufly, that, tho' by
his changing fides fo often it was very vifible how-
little he was to be depended on, yet he was to
the laft much trufted by all the difcontented party.

He was not afhamed to reckon up the many turns
he had made : And he valued himfelf on the doing
it at the propereft feafon, and in the bell manner.
This he did with fo much vanity, and fo little dif-

cretion, that he loft many by it. And his repu-
tation was at laft run fo low, that he could not
have held much longer, had he not died in good
time, either for his family or for his party : The
former would have been ruined, if he had not
faved it by betraying the latter.

Another man, very near of the fame fort, who Angle-

paffed thro' many great employments, was Anne- fey'^^Hi-

fly, advanced to be Earl of Anglefey -, who had
""'

much more knowledge, and was very learned,
chiefly in the law. He had the faculty of fpeak-
ing indefatigably upon every fubjecl : But he
fpoke ungracefully; and did not know that he
was not good at raillery, for he was always at- '¥'

tempting it. He underftood our government
well, and had examined far into the original of
our conftitution. He was capable of great appli-
cation : And vas a man of a grave deportment j

K 3 but
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but ftuck at nothing, and was afhamed of nothing.

He was neither loved nor trufted by any man or

any fide : And he feemed to have no regard to

common decencies : Eut fold every thing that was

in his power : And fold himfelf fo often, that at

laft the price fell fo low, that he grew ufelefs.

Hollis's Hollis was a man of great courage, and of as

ciiaradter. great pride : He was counted for many years the

head of the Prefbyterian party. He was faithful

and firm to his fide, and never changed thro' the

whole courfe of his life. He engaged in a par-

ticular oppofition to Cromwell in the time ot the

war. They hated one another equally. Hollis

feemed to carry this too far : For he would not

allow Cromwell to have been either wife or brave j

but often applied Solomon's obfervation to him,

^' That the battle was not to the ftrong, nor favour

" to the man of underftanding, but that time and

*< chance happened to all men." He was well

verfed in the records of Parliament ; And argued

well, but too vehemently y for he cQuld not bear

contradidion. He had the foul of an old ftub-

born Roman in him. He was a faithful but a

rough friend, and a fevere but fair enemy. He
had a true fenfe of religion : And was a man of

an unblameable courfe of life, and of a found judg-

ment when it was not biaffed by paffion. He wa$

made a Lord for his merits in bringing about the

Reftoration.

MancHef- The Earl of Manchefter was made Lord Cham.
ter's cha- berlaln • A man of a foft and obliging temper,
raaer. ^f ^q gj-g^^ depth, but univerfally beloved, being

Roberts's both a virtuous and a generous man. The Lord

fliafafter. Roberts was made Lord Privy Seal, afterwards

Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, and at laft Lord Prer

fident of the Council. He was a man of a more

morofe and cynical temper, juft in his adminiftrar

tion, but vitious under the appearances of virtue :

Learned beyond any man of his quality, but inr

gadt^ble, ftiff mi gbftinate^ proi]d and jealous.

Thef^
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Thefe five, whom I have named laft, had the

chief hand in engaging the Nation in the defign

of the Reftoration. They had great credit, chietiy

with the Prefbyterian party, and were men of

much dexterity. So the thanks of that great turn

was owing to them : And they were put in great

pofts by the Earl of Clarendon's means. By
which he loft moft of the Cavaliers, who could not

bear the feeing fuch men fo highly advanced, and

fo much trufted.

At the King's firft coming over. Monk an4

Montague were the moft confidered. They both

,

had the Garter. The one was made Duke of Al-

bemarle, and the other Earl of Sandwich, and had

noble eftates given them. Monk was ravenous,

as well as his wife, who was a mean contemptible

creature. They both afked, and fold all that was

within their reach, nothing being denied them tor

fome time ; till he became fo ufelefs, that little

perfonal regard could be paid him. But the

King maintained ftill the appearances of it : For

the appearance of the fervice he did him was fuch,

that the King thought it fit to treat him with great

diftindion, even after he faw into him, and de-

fpifed him. He took care to raife his kinfman

Granville, who was made Earl of Bath and Groom
of the Stole, a man who thought of nothing but

of getting and fpending money. The Duke of

Albemarle raifed two other perfons. One was

Clarges, his wife's brother, who was an honeft ckrges's

but haughty man. He became afterwards a very charaaer.

confiderable Parliament man, and valued himfeif

on his oppofing the Court, and on his frugality in

managing the publick money -, for he had Crom-
well's oeconomy ever in his mouth, and was always

for reducing the expence of war to the modefty

and parfimony of thofe times. Many thought he

carried this too far : But it made him very popu-

lar. After he was become very rich himfeif by
l;he publick m^ney, he feemed to take care that
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no body eKe fhould grow as rich as he was in tha£

way. Another man raifed by the Duke of Albe-

Morrice's tnarle was Morrice, who was the perfon that had
cijarafter. prevailed with Monk to declare for the King.

Upon that he was made Secretary of State. He
was very learned, but full of pedantry and affec-

tation. He had no true judgment about foreign

affairs. And the Duke of Albemarle's judgment
of them may be meafured by v/hat he faid, when
he founcllithe King grew weary of Morrice, but
that in regard to him he had no mind to turn him
out; He did not knov/ what was neceffary for a
good Secretary of State in v/hich he was defedive,

tor he could fpeak French and write fhort hand.
Jilkolas's Nicolas was the other Secretary, who had been
charaAer., employed by King Charles the firft during the

war, and had ferved him faithfully, but had no
tinderftanding in foreign affairs. He was a man
of virtue, but could not fall into the Kind's tern-

per, or become acceptable to him. So not long
Arling- after the Reftoration, Bennet, advanced afterwards

^^Hlf^ to be Earl of Arlington, was by the intereft of

the Popifh party made Secretary of State ; and

was admitted into fo particular a confidence, that

he began to raife a party in oppofition to the Earl

of Clarendon. He was a proud man. His partsi

were fplid, but not quick. He had the art of ob-

ferving the King's tem.per, and managing it be-

yond all the men of that time. He was believed

a Papiit. He had once profefled it : And when
he died, he again reconciled himfelf to that

Church. Yet in the whole courfe of his miniflry,

he feemed to have made it a maxim, that the

King ought to fhew no favour to Popery, but

that all his affairs would be fpoiled if ever he'

turned that Vv'ay ; whjch made the Papifts become
his mortal enemies, and accufe him as an apoftate,

find the betrayer of their intereils. His chief

friend was Charles Berkley,, made Earl of Fal^

mouth, who without ^ny vjfibie merit, unlefs i^

•was'

yacter.
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was the managing the King's amours, was the moft

abfolute of all the King's favourites : Ancl, which

was peculiar to himfelf, he wajS as much in the

Duke of York's favour as in the King's. Berkley

was generous in his expence : And it was thought,

if he had outlived the iewdnefs of that time, and

come to a more fedate courfe of life, he would

have put the King on great and noble defigns.

This 1 fhould have thought more likely, if I had
not had it from the Duke, who ha^ifo wrong a

tafte, that there was reafon to fufped ms judgment
both of men and things. Bennet and Berkley-

had the management of the miftrefs. And all the

Earl of Clarendon's enemies came about them :

The chief of whom were the Duke of Bucking-

ham and the Earl of BriftoL

The firft of thefe was a man of noble prefence. Buckmg-

He had a great livelinefs of wit, and a peculiar ^^"^'^^^'^"

fa;culty of turning all things into ridicule with ^^ '^^'^'

bold figures and natural defcriptions. He had no
fort of literature : Only he was drav/n into chy-

miftry : And for fome years he thought he was
very near the finding the philofopher's flone

;

which had the effect that attends on all fuch men
as he was, when they are drawn in, to lay out for

it. He had no principles of religion, virtue, or

friendihip. Pleafure, frolick, or extravagant di-

verfion was all that he laid to heart. He was true

to nothing, for he was not true to himfelf. He
had no fleadinefs nor condu6f : He could keep no
fecret, nor execute any defign without fpoiling it.

He could never fix his thoughts, nor govern hi?

eftate, tho' then the greateft in England. He was
bred about the King : And for many years he ha^
a great afcendent over him : But he fpake of him
to all perfons with that contempt, that at lafb he
drew a lafling difgrace upon himfelf. And he at

length ruined both body and mind, fortune and
reputation ecjually. The madnefs of vice appear-

ed
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1660. cd irii his perfon in very eminent inftances ; fince

. v-»-krw at laft he became contemptible and poor, fickly,

and funk in his parts, as well as in all other re-

fpe<5ts, i'o that his converfation was as much avoid-

ed as ever it had been courted. He found the

King, when he came from his travels in the year

45, newly come to Paris, fent over by his father

when his affairs declined : And finding the King
Enough inclined to receive ill imprelfionSj he,

who was tl#n got into all the impieties and vices

of the age, fet himfelf to corrupt the King, in

which he was too fuccefsful, being feconded in

that wicked defign by the Lord Percy. And to

compleat the matter, Hobbs was brought to him,
under the pretence of inftrudting him in ma-
thematicks : And he laid before him his fchemes,

both with relation to religion and politicks, which
made deep and lafting impreffions on the King's

mind. So that the main blame of the King's ill

principles, and bad morals, v/as owing to the

Duke of Buckingham.

Enflol's The Earl of Briflol was a man of courage and
charader. learning, of a bold temper and a lively wit, but

of no judgment nor fteadinefs. He was in the

Queen's intereft during the war at Oxford. And
he fludied to drive things paft the poflibility of a

treaty, or any reconciliation ; fancying that no-

thing would make the military men fo fure to the

King, as his being fure to them, and giving

them hopes of fharing the confifcated eftates among
them ; whereas, he thought, all difcourfes of treaty

made them feeble and fearful. When h.e went
beyond fea he turned Papift. B-ut it was after a

way of his own : For he loved to magnify the

difference between the Church and the Court of

Rome, He was efteemed a very good fpeaker :

But he was too copious, and too florid. He was
fet at the head of the popilh party, and was a

violent enemy of the Earl of Clarendon.

Having
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Having now faid as much as feems neceffary to 1660.

defcribe the Itate of the Court and Miniftry at the v^-v^^

Reftoration, 1 will next give an account of the
J'^^"?^^'

chief of the Scots, and of the parties that were ^^^^

'

formed among them-. The Earl of Lauderdale, raaec

afterwards made Duke, had been for many years

a zealous Covenanter : But in the year forty kvtn

he turned to the King's interefts ; and had conti-

nued a prifoner all the while after Worcefter fight,

where he was taken. He was kept fo^ome years

in the tower of London, in Portland caftle, and

in other prifons, till he was fet at liberty by thofe

who called home the King. So he went over to

Holland. And fince he continued fo long, and

cortrary to all mens opinions in fo high a degree

of favour and confidence, it may be expefted that

I fliould be a little copious in fetting out hfs cha-

raderj for I knew him very particularly. He
made a very ill appearance: He was very big:

His hair red, hanging odly about him : His

tongue was too big for his mouth, which made
him bedew all that he talked to : And his whole

manner was rough and boifterous, and very unfit

for a Court. He was very learned, not only in

Latin, in which he was a mailer, but in Greek

and Hebrew. He had read a great deal of divi-

nity, and almoft all the hiftorians ancient and mo-
dern : So that he had great materials. He had

with thefe an extraordinary memory, and a copi-

ous but unpolifhed expreffion. He was a man,

as the Duke of Buckingham called him to me, of

a blundering ' underftanding. He was haughty " "'

beyond expreffion, abjeft to thofe he faw he muft

iloop to, but imperious to all others. He had a

violence of paffion that carried him often to fits

like madnefs, in v/hich he had no temper. If he

took a thing wrong, it was a vain thing to ftudy

to convince him : That would rather provoke him
to fwear, he would never be of another mind : He
was to be let sIquq : And perhaps he would have

forgoi-
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1660. forgot what he had faid, and come about of his

w-v-^ own accord. He was the coldeft friend and the
violenteft enemy I ever knew : I felt it too much

^ not to, know it. He at firft feemed to defpife

wealth : But he delivered himfelf up afterwards to

luxury and fenfuality : And by that means he ran
into a vafl expence, and ftuck at nothing that was
neceffary to fupport it., In his long imprifonment
he had great impreffions of religion on his mind :

But he wdt| thefe out fo entirely, that fcarce any
trace of them was left. His great experience in

affairs, his ready compliance with every thing that
he thought would pleafe the King, and his bold
offering at the moft defperate counfels, gained
him fuch an interefl in the King, that no attempt
againft him nor complaint of him could ever
Ihakc it, till a decay of ftrength and underftand-
ing forced him to let go his hold. He was in his

principles miTch againft Popery and arbitrary go-
vernment : And yet by a fatal train of paffions

and interefts he made way for the former, and had
almoft eftablifhed the latter. And, whereas fome
by a fmooth deportment made the firft beginnings
of tyranny lefs difcernible and unacceptable, he
by the fury of his behaviour heightned the feveri-

ty of his miniftry, which was liker the cruelty of
an inquifition than the legality of juftice. With
all this he was a Prefbyterian, and retained his

averfion to King Charles I. and his party to his

death.

Craw- The Earl of Crawford had been his fellow pri-

ford'scha- foner for ten years. And that was a good title for
jraaer. maintaining him in the poft he had before, of be^

ing Lord Treafurer. He was a fincere but weak
man, paffionate and indifcreet, and continued ftill

Rothes's ^ zealous Prefbyterian. The Earl, afterwards

charadter. Duke of Rothes, had married his Daughter, and
had the merit of a long imprifonment likewife to

recommend him : He had a ready dexterity in the

management of affairs, with a fgft and jnfmuating

addrefs

;
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addrefs : He had a quick apprehenfion with a ckar 1660.

judgment : He had no advantage of education, no »—v"*—*

fort of Hterature : Nor had he travelled abroad ;

All in him was mere nature.

The Earl of Tweedale was another of Lord Twee-

Lauderdale's friends. He was early engaged in <Jale'scha-

bufinefs, and continued in it to a great age. He
underftood all the interefts and concerns of Scot^

land well : He had a great ftock of knowledge,

with a mild and obliging temper. He was of a

biamelefs, or rather an exemplary life in all ref-

pe6ts. He had loofe thoughts both of civil and

ecclefiaflical government ; and feemed to think, /

that what form foever v/as uppermoft was to be T"

complied with. Pie had been in Cromwell's Par-

liament, and had abjured the Royal family, which

lay heavy on him. But the difputes about the

guardianfhip of theDuchefs of Monmouth and her

elder filler, to which he pretended in the right of

his wife, who was their father's filler, againfl her

mother who was Lord Rothes's filler, drew him
into that compliance which brought a great cloud

upon him : Tho' he was in all other refpeds the

ableit and worthieft man of the nobility: Only he

was too cautious and fearful,

A Ion of the Marquis of Douglas, made Earl D. Ha-

of Selkirk, had married the heirefs ofthe family of n^'lton'*

Hamilton, who by her father's patentwasDuchefs of c^^'^^^^'"-

Hamilton : And when the heirefs of a title in Scot-

land marries one not equal to. her in rank, it is or-

dinary at her defire to give her hufband the title

for life : So he was made Duke of Hamilton. He
then pafi'd for a foft man, who minded nothing

but the recovery of that family from the great debts

under which it was finking, till it was raifed up
again by his great management. After he had
compared that, he became a more confiderable

man. He v/anted all fort of polifhing : He was
rough and fullen, but candid and fincere. His
temper was boifterous, neither fit to fubmit nor to

govern. He was mutinous when out of power,

and
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and imperious in it. He wrote well, but fpoktf

ill : For his judgment when calm, was better than

.3 his imagination. He made himfelf a great mailer

in the knowledge of the lavv^s, of the hiftory, and

of the families of Scotland ; and feemed always to

have a regard to juftice, and the good of his coun-

try : But a narrow and felfilh temper brought fuch

an habitual meannefs on him, that he was not ca-

pable of defigning or undertaking great things.

Kincair- Another man of that fide, that made a good

^ din's cha- figure at dlat time, was Bruce, afterwards Earl of
racier. Kincairdin, who had married a daughter of Mr.

Somelfdych in Holland : And by that means he

had got acquaintance with our Princes beyond fea^

and had fupplied them liberally in their necefiities.

He was both the wifeft and the worthiefl man that

belonged to his country, and fit for governing

any affairs but his own ; which he by a wrong turn,

and by his love for the publick, negleded to his

ruin ; for they confiding much in works, coals,

fait, and mines, required much care ; and he was

very capable of it, having gone far in mathema-
ticks, and being a great mafter of mechanicks.

His thoughts went flow, and his words came much
flower : But a deep judgment appeared in every

thing he faid or did. He had a noble zeal for

juftice, in which even friendfhip could never biafs

him. He had folid principles of religion and

virtue, which fhewed themfelves with great luftre

on all occafions. He was a faithful friend, and a

merciful enemy. I may be perhaps inclined to

carry his charader too far j for he was the firft

man that entred into friendfhip with me. Wg
continued for feventeen years in fo entire a friend-

:fhip, that there was never cither referve or miftake

between us all the while till his death. And it

was from him that I underftood the whole fecret

of affairs -, for he was trufted with every thing.

He had a wonderful love to the King -, and would

jDever believe me, when I warned him, what he

might
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might look for, if he did not go along with an

abjed: compliance in every thing. He found it

true in conclulion. And the love he bore the

King made his difgrace fink deeper in him, than

became fuch a philofopher, or fo good a chriftian

as he was.

I now turn to another fet of men, of whom the

Earls of Midletoun and Glencairn were the chief.

They were followed by the herd of the Cavalier The gene-

party, who were now very fierce and full of cou- ral cha-

rage over their cups, tho' they had been very dif- Tf Jf
Greet managers of it in the field, and in time of c^^aliers.

adlion. But now evgry one of them boafled that

he had killed his thoufands. And all were full of

merit, and as full of high pretenfions ; far beyond
what all the wealth and revenues of Scotland could

anfwer. The fubtileil of all Lord Midletoun's

friends was Sir Archibald Primrofe: A man of Pi im-

long and great practice in affairs ; for he and his rofe'scha-

father had ferved the Crown fuccelTively an hun- '^*^^*-

dred years all but one, when he was turned out of

employment. He was a dextrous man in bufi-

nefs : He had always expedients ready at every

difficulty. He had an art of fpeaking to all men
according to their ienfe of things : And fo drew
out their fecrets while he concealed his own ; For
words went for nothing with him. He faid every

thing that was neceflary to perfuade thofe he fpokc
to, that he was of their mind ; and did it in fo

genuine a way that he feemed to fpeak his heart.

He was always for foft counfels, and flow me- ^-"

thods : And thought that the chief thing that a

great man ought to do was, to raife his family

and his kindred, who naturally flick to him ; for

he had feen fo much of the world, that he did not
depend much on friends, and fo took no care in

making any. He always advifed the Earl of Mi-
dletoun to go flowly in the King's bufinefs ; but
to do his own effedually, before the King fhould

fee he had no farther occafion for him. 7 hat Earl

3 had
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1660. had another friend, who had more credit with
«—-V—- him, tho* Primrofe was more neceiTary for ma-

Fktcher's "^gi"g ^ ParHament : He was Sir John Fletcher,

chafader. made the King's Advocate or Attorney General

:

For Nichollbn was dead. Fletcher was a man of

a generous temper, who defpifed wealth, except

as it was neceffary to fupport a vaft expence. He
was a bold and fierce man, who hated all mild
proceedings, and could fcarce fpeak with decency
or patience to thofe of the other fide. So that he
was looked on by all that had been faulty in the

late times, as an Inquifitor General. On the other

hand Primrofe took money liberally, and was the

interceflbr for all who made fuch effectual appli-

cations to him.

Advices The firfb thing that was to be thought on, with
oiiered in relation to Scotch affairs, was the manner in which

fair^
^ ^ " ^''^^'^^^rs in the late times were to be treated : For

all were at mercy. In the letter the King writ

Irom Breda to the Parliament of England he had
promifed a full indemnity for all that was paft,

\ excepting only thofe who had been concerned in

his father's death : To which the Earl of Claren-

don perfuaded the King to adhere in a moll facred

manner ; fince the breaking of faith in fuch a

point was that which mufl for ever deftroy confi-

dence, and the obferving all fuch promifes feemed

to be a fundamental maxim in government, which
was to be maintained in fuch a manner, that not

fo much as a ftretch was to be made in it. But
there was no promife made for Scotland : So all

the Cavaliers, as they were full of revenge, hoped
to have the eftates of thofe who had been concern

-

For a 0-e-
^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^^ wa.YS divided among them. The

neral in- Earl of Lauderdale told the King, on the other

demnicy. hand, that the Scotch nation had turned eminent-

ly, tho' unfortunately, to ferve his father in the

year forty eight ; that they had brought himfelf

among them, and had loft two armies in his fer-

vice, and had been under nine years opprefTion on

that
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that account ; that they had encouraged and afTift-

ed Monk in all he did : 'I'hey might be therefore

highly difgufled, if they fhould not have the fame

meafure of grace and pardon that he was to give

England. Befides, the King, while he was in

Scotland, had in the Parliament of Stirling pafs'd

a very full acl of indemnity, tho' in the terms and

with the title of an a.&: of approbation. It is true,

the records of that Parliament were not extant,

but had been loft in the confufion that followed

upon the redudtion of that Kingdom : Yet the

thing was fo frelh in every man's memory, that it

might have a very ill efFed, if the King fhould

proceed without a regard to it. There was indeed

another very fevere acSt made in that Parliament

againft all that fhould treat or fubmit to Cromwell,

or comply in any fort with him : But, he faid, a

difference ought to be made between thofe who
during the ftruggle had deferted the fervice and
gone over to the enepiy, of which number it

might be fit to make feme examples, and the reft

of the kingdom, who upon the general redudlion

had been forced to capitulate : It would be hard

to punilh any for fubmitting to a fuperior force,

when they were in no condition to refift it. This

feemed reafonabk : And the Earl of Clarendon

acquiefced in it. But the Earl of Midletoun and
his party complained of it, and defired that the

Marquis of Argile, whom they charged with an

accefTion to the King's murder, and fome few of

thofe who had joined Ifi the remonftrance while

the King was in Scotland, might be proceeded

againft. The Marquis of Argile's craft made
them afraid of hirn : And his Eftate made them
defire to divide it among them. His fon, the

Lord Lorn, was cojne up to Court, and was well

received by the King ; For he had adhered fo

ifirmly to the King's intereft, chat he would never

enter into any engagements with the Ufurpers :

And upon every new occafioa of jealoufy he had
Vol. I. I^ been
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1660. been clapt up. In one of his imprifonments he
V'vx.' had a terrible accident from a cannon bullet,

which the foldiers were throwing to exercife their,

ftrcngth, and by a recoil flruck him in the head,

and made fuch a frafture in his fkull, that the ope-

ration of the trepan, and the cure, was counted

©ne of the greateit performances of furgery at that

time. The difference between his father and him
went on to a total breach ; fo that his father was
fet upon the difinheriting him of all that was ftill

left in his power. Upon the Reiloration the Mar-
quis of Argile went up to the Highlands for fome
time, till he advifcd with his friends what to do,

who were divided in opinion. He writ by his fon

to the King, aflving leave to come and wait on

him. The King gave an anfwer that feemed

to encourage it, but did not bind him to any thing,

i have forgot the words : There was an equivo-

.
- eating in them that did not become a Prince:

But his fon told me, he wrote them very particu-

larly to his father, without any advice of his own.

Upon that the Marquis of Argile came up fo fe^-

cretly, that he was within Whitehall, before his

enemies knew any thing of his journey. He fent

his fon to the King to beg admittance. But in-

.
,..jl^

ftead of that he was fent to the Tower. And or-

ient to the ders were fent down tor clapping up three of the

tower, chief Remonftrators. Of thefe Wariftoun was

one : But he had notice fent him before the mef-

fenger came : So he made his efcape, and went

beyond fea, firft to Hamburgh. He had been

long courted by Ctomwell, and had flood at a

diftance from him for feven years : But in the laft

year of his government he had gone into his coun-

fel$, and wdrs fummoned as one of his Peers to the

- other Houfe, as it was called^ He was after that

put into the Council of ilate after Richard was

put out : And then he fat in another court put up

by Lambert and the Army, called the Committee

0* fafety. So there was a great deal againft him.

• Swinton,
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Swinton, one of Cromwell's Lords, was ^Ifo fent

a prifoner to Scotland. And thus it was refolved

to make a few examples in the Parliament that

was .to be called, as foon as the King could be

got to prepare matters for it. It was refolved

on, to reftore the King's authority to the fame

ftate it was in before the wars, and to raife fuch

a force as might be neceffary to'fecure the quiet

-6f that kingdom for the future.
'* ?Itwas a harder point, what to do with the eita- J^e cita-;

dels that were built by Cromwell, and with the ^^^\V^ ,

Englifli garrilons that were kept m them. Many demoliih-

faid, it was neceffary to keep that kingdom in that ed.

fubdued ftate -, at leaft till all things were fettled,

and that there was no more danger from thence.

The Earl of Clarendon was of this mind. But

the Earl of Lauderdale laid before the King, that

the conqueft Cromwell had made of Scotland was

for their adhering to him : He might then judge

what they would think, who had fuifered fo much
and fo loiig on his account; if the fame thrai-

dome fliould be now kept up by his means : It

would create an univerfal difguft. He told the

King, that the time might come, in which he

would wiih rather to have Scotch garrifons in

•England : It would become a national quarrel,

and lofe the afFedions of the country to fuch a

degree, that perhaps they would join v/ith the gar- -

rifons, if any disjointing happened in England
againlt him : Whereas, without any fuch badge

of slavery, Scotland might be fo managed, that

they might be made entirely his. The Earl of

Midletoun and his party durft not appear for fo

unpopular a thing. So it was agreed on, that

the^citadels iliould be evacuated and flighted, as

Toon as the money could be raifed in England for

paying and difbanding the Army, Of all this

the Earl of Lauderdale was believed the chief ad-

vifc'r. So he became very popular in Scotland. '

.
-' iS z . The
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The H I s T o R V of the Reign

The next thing that fell under confideration

was the Church, and whether Bifhops were to be

reftored, or not. The Earl of Lauderdale at his

firft coming to the King ftuck. firm to Prefbytery.

He told me, the King fpoke to him to let that go,

for it was not a religion for gentlemen. He being

really a Prelbyterian, but at the fame time re-

folving to get into the King's confidence, ftudied

to convince the King by a very fubtil method to

keep up Prefbytery flill in Scotland. He told

him, that both King James and his father had

ruined their affairs by engaging in the defign of

fetting up Epifcopacy in that Kingdom : And by
]

that means Scotland became difcontented, and was

of no ufe to them : Whereas the King ought to

govern them according to the grain of their own
inclinations, and to make them fure to him : He
ought, inflead of endeavouring an uniformity in

both kingdoms, to keep up the oppofition be-

tween them, and rather to encreafe than to allay

that hatred that was between them : And then

the Scots would be ready, and migftt be eafily

brought to ferve him upon any occafion of dif-

pute he might afterwards have with the Parlia-

ment of England : All things were then fmooth

:

But that was the honey moon, and it could not

lafl long : Nothing would keep England more in

awe, than if they faw Scotland firm in their duty

dnd affeclion to him : Whereas nothing gave them i

fo much heart, as when they knew Scotland was,

disjointed : It was a vain attempt to think of

doing any thing in England by means of the

Irifh, who were a defpicable people, and had a

fea to pafs : But Scotland could be brought to en-

gage for the King in a more filent manner, and

could ferve him more effeftualiy : He therefore

laid it down for a maxim, from which the King

ought never to depart, that Scotland was to be kept

quiet and in good humour, that the oppofition of

€he two kingdoms was to be kept up and heigh-

ten'd

;
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teft*d : And then the King might reckon on every

man capable of bearing arms in Scotland, as a

lifted foldier, who would willingly change a bad
country for a better. This was the plan he laid

before the King. I cannot tell, whether this was
to cov£r his zeal for Prefbytery, or on defign to

encourage the King to fet up arbitrary govern-

ment in England.

. To fortify thefe advices he wrote a long letter

in white ink to a Daughter of the Earl of CaiTilis,

Lady Margaret Kennedy, who was in great cre-

dit with the party, and was looked on as a very
wife and good woman, and was out of meafure
zealous for them. I married her afterwards, and
after her death found this letter among her papers :

In which he exprefled great zeal for the caufe :

He faw the King was indifferent in the matter

:

But he was eafy to thofe who prefled for a change :

Which, he faid, nothing could fo effedually hin-

der, as the fending up many men of good fenfe,

but without any noife, who might inform the

King of the averfion the nation had to that go*
vernment, and alTure him that, if in that point

he would be eafy to them, he might depend upon
them as to every thing elfe -, and particularly, if

he ftood in need of their fervice in his other do-
minions : But he charged her to. truft very few of

the Miniftcrs with this, and to take care that

Sharp might know nothing of it : For he wa§
then jealous of him. This had all the effe^ that

the Earl of Lauderdale intended by it. The
King was no more jealous of his favouring Pref-

bytery ; but looked on him as a fit inftriiment to

manage Scotland, and to ferve him in the moft
defperate defigns : And on this all his credit with
the King was founded. In the mean time Sharp,

feeing the King cold in the matter of Epifco-

pacy, thought it was neceffary to lay the Prefby-
terians afleep, to make them apprehend no dan-

ger to their goyernment, and to engage the Pub-

L 3 jifsfe;
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1660. lick Refolutioners to proceed againft all the Pro-

tefters •, that fo thofe who were like to be the moll
inflexible in the point of Epifcopacy might be
cenfured by their own party, and by that means
the others might become fo odious to the more
violent Prefbyterians, that thereby they might
be the more eafily difpofed to fubmit to Epifco-

pacy, or at leaft might have lefs credit to ad
againft it. So he, being prefs'd by thofe who
employed him to procure fomewhat from the

King that might look like a confirmation of their-

goverhm.ent, and put to filence all difcourfes of

an intended change, obtained by the Earl of Lau-
derdale's means, that a letter fhould be writ by
the King to the Prefbytery of Edinburgh, to be
communicated by them to all the other Prefby-
teries in Scotland, in which he confirmed the Ge-
neral Affemblies that fate at St. Andrews and
Dundee while he was in Scotland, and that had
GOnfirmed the publick ablutions j- m which he
ordered them to proceecH^ cenfur6 all thofe who
had then prctefied againft them, and would not

Sow fubmit to them. The King did alfo confirm

the Preft)yterlan government, as it was by law
eftabliilied. This was figned, and lent down
without cornmimicating it -to the Earl of Midle-
toun or his party. But as foon as he heard of it,

lie thought Sharp had betrayed the defign ; and
fent for himi and charged him with it. Sharp
faid, in his own excufe, that- fomewhat muft be

done for quieting the Prelbyterianss who were be-

ginning to take the alarm v That might have pro-

duced iuch applications, as would perhaps make
fome impreinoa on the King ; Whereas now all

was fecured, and y-et the King was engaged to no-

thing •, for his confirrjpicg their government, as it

-was eftablifhed by law, could bind him no longer

than while that legal eilabhlhment w^S in force

:

So the revern.ng of that would releafe the King.
%his allayed the Earl of Midletoiin's difpleafure a

'"
• littisi
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little. Yet Primrofe told me, he fpoke often of

it with great indignation, fince it feenned below

the'dignity of a King thus to equivocate with his

people, and to deceive them. It feemed, that

Sharp thought it not enough to cheat the party

himfelf, but vs^ould have the King fhare with hini

in the fraud. This was no honourable ftep to be

made by a King, and to be contrived by a Cler*

gyman. The letter was received with tranfports

of joy : The Pref]3yterians reckoned they were

fafe, and began to proceed feverely againft thq

Proteftors ; to which they v/ere fet on by fome af»

piring men, who hoped to merit by the heat ex-

prefled on this occafion. And if Sharp's impa-

tience to get into the Archbillioprick of St. An-
drews had not wrought too ftrong on him, it would
have given a great advantage to the reftitution of

Epifcopacy, if a General AiTembly had been called,

and the two parties had been let loofe on one ano-

ther : That would haye ihewn the impoffibility of

maintaining the govlrnment of the Church in a

party, and the neceffity of fetting a fuperiour or-

der over them for keeping them in unity and
peace.

The King fettled the Miniftry in Scotland, The A MinL

Earl of Midletoun was declared the King's Com- ^^Y ^e"led

mifiioner for holding the Parliament, and Gene-
J"

\^^^'

ral of the forces that were to be raifed : The Earl

of Glencairn was made Chancellour : The Earl

of Lauderdale was Secretary of State : The Earl

of Rothes Prefident of the Council : The Earl

of Crawford was continued in the Treafury

:

Primrofe was Clerk Regifter, which is very like

the place of Mailer of the Rolls in England. The
reft depended on thefe.- But the Earls of Midle-

toun and Lauderdale were the two heads of the

parties, The Earl of Midletoun had a private

inftrudlion, which, as Lauderdale told me, was
not communicated to him, to try the inclinations

of the Nation for Epifcopacy, a.acl to confider of

L 4 thv
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1660. the befl method of fetting it up. This was drawn
.v-'v^^ from the King by the Earl of Clarendon : For he

himfelf was obferved to be very cold in it, while
thefe things were doing. Primrofe got an order
from the King to put up all the publick regillers

pf Scotland, which Cromwell had brought up,
and lodged in the Tower of London, as a pawn
Atpon that Kingdom, in imitation of what King
Edward the firft was faid to have done when he
fubdued that Nation. They were now put up ia

fifty hogilieads : And a fhip was ready to carry

them down. But it was fuggeftcd to Lord Cla-

rendon, that the original Covenant, figned by the

King, and fome other declarations under his hand,
were among them. And he, apprehending that

at fome time or other an ill ufe might have beeni

made of thefe, would not fuffer them to be fhip-

ped till they were vifited : Nor would he take

Primrofe's promife of fearching for thefe carefully,

and fending them up toJjAm. So he ordered a

fearch to be made. NoriPFthe papers he looked
for were found. But fo much time was loft, that

the fummer was fpent : So they were fent down
in winter : And by fome eafterly gufts the fhip

was caft away near Berwick. So we Iqf}: all our
records. And we have nothing now but fome
iragments in private hands to rely on, having
made at that time fo great a fhipwreck of all our
authentick writings. This heightened the difplea-

'

^ {lire the Nation had at the defigns then on foot.
A Coun- xhe main thing, upon which all other matters

edtTiTat depended, was the method in which the affairs of

Court for Scotland wcie to be condu6i:ed. The Earl of Cla-
|cot<;haf- rendon moved, that there might be a Council fet-

^^^^^' tied to fit regularly at Whitehall on Scotch affairs,

to whiph every one of the Scotch Privy Council
that happened to be on t]ie place Ihould be ad-

mitred : But with this addition, that, as two
Scotch Lords were called to the Englifh Council,

io. fix of the Englifh were to be of the Scotch

„ ' Council,
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Council. The effe6l of this would have been,

that whereas the Scotch Counfellours had no great

force in Englilli affairs, the Englifh, as they were

men of great credit with the King, and were al-

ways on the place, would have the government of

the affairs of Scotland wholly in their hands. This

probably would have faved that Nation from much
injuftice and violence, when there was a cerBain

method of laying their grievances before the King:
Complaints would have been heard, and matters

well examined : Englifhmen would not, and durft

not, have given way to crying oppreffion, and il-

legal proceedings : For 'tho' thefe matters did not

fall under the' cognifance of an Englilh Parlia-

ment, yet it would have very much blafted a

man's credit, who fhould have concurred in fuch

methods of government as were put in praftice

afterwards in that Kingdom : Therefore all people

quickly faw how wife a projeft this was, and how
happy it would havQ^roved, if affairs had ftill

gone in that channel^^But the Earl of Lauder-

dale oppofed this with all his llrength. He told

the King, it would quite dellroy the fcheme

he had laid before him, which muff be managed
fecretly, and by men that were not in fear of the

Parliament of England, nor obnoxious to it. He
faid to all Scotchmen, this would make Scotland

a province to England, and fubje6l it to Englifli

Counfellours, who knew neither the laws nor the

jnterefts of Scotland, and yet would determine

every thing relating to it : And all the wealth of

Scotland would be employed to bribe them, who,
having no concern of their own in the affairs of
that Kingdom, mud be fuppofed capable of be-

ing fwayed by private confiderations. To the

Prefbyterians he laid, this would infallibly bring

in, not only Epifcopacy, but every thing elfe from
the Englij[h pattern. Men who had neither kin-

dred nor eftates in Scotland would be biaffed

f;hiefly by that which was molt in vogue in Eng-
land,
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1660; land, without any regard to the inclinations of

<u*-v»«..^ the Scots. Thefe things made great imprefllons

on the Scotch Nation. The King himfelf did

not much like it. But the Earl of Clarendon told

him, Scotland, by a fecret and ill management,

had begun the embroilment in his father's affairs,

which could never have happened, if the affairs

of that Kingdom had been under a more equal in-

fpedtion : If Scotland fhould again fall mto new
diforders, he muft have the help of England to

quiet them : And that could not be expelled, if

the Englilh had no Ihare in the conduft of mat-

ters there. The King yielded to it : And this me-
thod was followed for two or three years ; but was

afterwards broke by the Earl of Lauderdale, when
he got into the chief management. He began

early to obferve fome uneafinefs in the King at the

Earl of Clarendon's pofitive way. He faw the

miftrefs hated him : And he believed flie would

in time be too hard for him : Therefore he made
great applications to her. But his converfation

was too coarfe : And he had not money enough

to fupport himfelf by prefents to her : So he could

not be admitted into that cabal which was held in

her lodgings. He faw, that in a Council, where

men of weight, who had much at ftake in Eng-

land, bore the chief fv/ay» he durft not have pro-

pofed thofe things, by which he intended to efta-

blifn his own intereft with the King, and to go-

vern that Kingdom which way his pride or pafiion

might guide him. Among others, he took great

•pains to perfuade me of the great fervice he had

done his country by breaking that method of go-

verning it ', tho' we had many occafions afterwards

to fee hov/ fatal that proved, and how wicked his

dsfign in it was.

ThcCom- I have thus opened with fome copioufnefs the

ir.Kiee of beginnings of this reign •, fince, as they are little

xt^eetln knov/n, and I had them from the chief of both

Scotland, fides, fo they may ^uide the reader to obferve the

I progrei's
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progrefs of things better in the fequel than he 1660.

could otherwife do. In Anguft the Earl of Glen- <«

cairn was fent down to Scotland, and had orders

to call together the Committee of Eftates. This

•was a pradice begun in the late times : When the

Parliament made a recefs, they appointed fome of

every State to fit, and to aft as a Council of State

in their name till the nexC feffion ; for which they

were to prepare matters, and to which they gave

an account of their proceedings. When the Par-

liament of Stirling was adjourned, the King be-

ing prelent, a Committee had been named : So,

fuch of thefe as were yet alive were fummoned to

meet, and to fee to the quiet of the Nation, till

the Parliament Ihould be brought together ; which
did not meet before January. On the day in

which the Committee met, ten or twelve of the

Protefting Minifters met likewife at Edinburgh ;

and had before them a warm paper prepared by
one Guthery, one of d|| violenteft Minifters of the

whole party. In it, Uter fome cold compliment
to the King upon his Reftoration, they put him
in mind of the Covenant which he had lb folemn-

ly fworn while among them : They lamented

that, inftead of purfuing the ends of it in Eng-
land, as he had fworn to do, he had fet up the

Common Prayer in his Chappel, and the order of

Bifhops : Upon which they made terrible denun-
ciations of heavy judgments from God on him, if

he did not ftand to the Covenant, which they

called the oath of God. The Earl of Glencairn

had notice of this meeting : And he fent and
feized on them, together with this remon-
ftrance. The paper was voted fcandalous and
feditious : And the Minifters were all clapt up in

prifon, and were threaten'd with great feverities.

Guthery was kept ftill in prifon, who had brought
the others together : But the reft after a while's

imprifonment were let go. Guthery, being Mini-
iter of Stirling whije the King was there, had let

'
' fly
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1 660. fly at him in his Sermons in a moft indecent man-
i-*-v-^ ner \ which at laft became fo intolerable, that

he was cited to appear before the King to anfwer

for fome paiTages in his fermons : He would not

appear, but declined the King and his Council,

who, he faid, were not proper judges of matters

of doctrine, for which he was only accountable to

the judicatories of the ICirk. He alfo protefted

for remedy of law againfl the King, for thus di-

fturbing him in the exercife of his Miniftry. This
perfonal affront had irritated the King more againft

him, than againft any other of the party. And
it was refolved to flrike a terrour into them all,

by making an example of him. He was a man
of courage, and went thro' all his trouble w:ith:

great firmnefs. But this way of proceeding ftruck

the whole party with fuch a confternation, that

it had all the-effedl which was defigned by it ; For
whereas the pulpits had, to the great fcandal of

religion, been places where^the preachers had for

many years vented their ^leen and arraigned all

proceedings, they became now more decent, and

there was a general filence every where with rela-

tion to the affairs of ftate : Only they could not

hold from many fly and fecret infmuations, as if

the Ark of God was fhaking, and the Glory de-

parting. A great many offenders were fummon-
ed, at the King's fuit, before the Committee, of

Eftates, and required to give bail, that they fhould

appear at the opening of the Parliament, and an-

fwer to what fhould be then objedled to them.

Many faw, the defign of this was to fright them

into a compofition, and alfo into a concurrence

with the meafures that were to be taken. For the

greater part they complied, and redeemed them-

felves from farther vexation by fucli prefents as

they were able to make. And in thefe tranfac-

tions Primrofe and Fletcher v/ere the great dealers.
A Pavlia- j^ ^.tjg ^^^ ^£- ^^^ ^^j, ^j^g £^j.j ^^ Midletoun

Scotland. Came down vaUi great magqificence : His way Qt
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livlno" was the moft fplendid the nation had ever

feen : But it was likewife the moft fcandalous ; for

vices of all forts were the open praftices of thofe

about him. Drinking was the moft notorious of

all, which was often continued thro' the whole

night to the next morning : And many diforders

happening after thofe irregular heats, the people,

who had never before that time feen any thing

like it, came to look with an ill eye on every

thing that was done by fuch a let of lewd and vi-

tious men. This laid in all men's minds a new
prejudice againft Epifcopacy : For they, who
could not examine into the nature of things, were

apt to take an ill opinion of every change in re-

ligion that was brought about by fuch bad inftru-

ments. There had been a face of gravity and

piety in the former adminiftration, which made
the iibertinage of the prefent time more odious.

The Earl of Midletoun opened the Parliament i6^rJ

on the firft of January with a fpeech fetting forth v^-v^*^

the blefling of the Reftoration : He magnified

the King's perfon, and enlarged on the affedion

that he bore to that his ancient Kingdom : He
hoped they would make fuitable returns of zeal

for the King's fervice, that they would condemn
all the invafions that had been made on the Regal

authority, and aflert the juft prerogative of the

Crown, and give fupplies for keeping up fuch a

force as was necelTary to fecure the publick peace,

and to preferve them from the return of fuch ca-

lamities as they had fo long felt. The Parliament

writ an anfwer to the King's letter full of duty

- and thanks. The firft thing propofed was to

name Lords of the Articles, In order to the ap-

prehending the importance of this, I will give

Ibme account of the conftitution of that Kingdom,
The Parliament was anciently the King's Court, The

, where all who held land of him were bound to Lords of

e-appear. All fate in one houfe, but were con-
^^Jf,'^'^'^"

fidered



The History of the Reign

fidered as three eflates. The firft was the Church,
reprefented by the Bifhops, and mitred Abbots,
and Priors. The fecond was the Baronage, the
Nobihty and Gentry who held their Baronies of
the King. And the third was the Burroughs,
whf> held of the King by Barony, tho' in a com-
.munity. So that the Parliament was truly the
Baronage of the Kingdom. The lefler Barons
grew weary of this attendance : So in King James
the firft's time (during the reign of Henry IV. of
England) they were excufed from it, and were
impov/ered to fend proxies, to an indefinite num-
ber, to reprefent them in Parliament. Yet they
negieded to do this. And it continued fo till

King James the fixth's time, in which the mitred
Abbots being taken away, and few of the titular

Bifliops that were then continued appearing at

them, the Church Lands being generally in Lay
hands^ the Nobility carried matters in Parhament
as they pleafed : And as liiey opprelTed the Bur-
roughs, fo they had the King much under them.
Upon this the lower Barons got themfelves to be
reftored to the right which they had negle^ed
near two hundred years. They were allowed by
aft of Parliament to fend two from a county

:

Only fome fmaller counties fent but one. This-
brought that conflitution to a truer balance. The
lower Barons have a right to choofe at their coun-
ty Courts after Michaelmas their Commiffioners,

to ferve in any Parliament that may be called

within that year. And they who chufe them fign

- a commiffion to him who reprefents them. So
" the Sheriff has no illare of the return. And in the

tafe of controverted eleftions the Parliament ex-
- amines the comniiffions, to fee who has thegreateft

^ number, and judges whether every one that figns.it

'^had a right to do fo. The Burroughs only choofe

their members when the fummons ' goes out : And
all are chofen by the men of the corporation, or,

as tliey caH them, the town council. All thefe

Eftates
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Eftates fit in one houfe, and vote together. An- 1661.

ciently the Parliament fate only two days, the firfl;

and the 1 aft. On the lirft they chofe thofe who
were to fit on the articles, eight for every ftate,

to whom the King joined eight officers of ftate.

Thefe received all the heads of grievances or ar-

ticles that were brought to them, and formed

them into bills as they pleafed : And on the laft

day of the Parliament, thefe were all read, and
were approved or rejeded by the whole body. So
they were a committee that had a very extraordi-

nary authority, fince nothing could be brought

before the Parliament but as they pleafed. This
was pretended to be done only for the ftiortening

and difpatching of SefTions. The Crown was noc

contented with this limitation, but got it to be
carried farther. The Nobility came to choofe

eight Biftiops, and the Biftiops to choofe eight

noble men : And thefe fixteen choofe the eight

Barons, (fo the reprefentative for the Shires are

•called,) and the eight Burgeffes. By this means
•our Kings did upon the matter choofe all the

Lords of the articles. So entirely had they got
the liberties of that Parliament into their hands.

During the late troubles they had ftill kept up
.a diftindion of three eftates, the lefler Barons
making one : And then every Eftate might meet
apart, and name their own committee : But ftill

all things were brought in, and debated in full

Parliament, So now the firft thing propofed was,

.the returning to the old cuftom of naming Lords
of the articles. The Earl of TweedaLe oppofed
it, but was feconded only by one perfon. So it

pafs'd with that fmall oppofition. Only, to make
it go eafier, it was promifed, that there ftiould be
frequent feffions of ParUament, and that the adls

Ihould not be brought in in a hurry, and carried

with the hafte that had been pradtifed in former
times.

The
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The Parliament granted the King an additional

revenue for Hfc of 40000 1. a year, to be raifed

'The Acts by an excife on beer and ale, for maintaining a

?'^fV" ^^^^^ force : Upon which two troops and a regi-

'ment of foot guards were to be raifed. They
ordered the Marquis of Montrofe's quarters to

be brought together : And they were buried with

great ftate. They fell next upon the ads of the for-

mer times that had limited the Prerogative : They
repealed them, and alTerted it with a full extent in

a moil extraordinary manner. Primrofe had the

drawing of thefe adls. He often confeffed to me,
that he thought he was as one bewitched while he

drew them : For, not confidering the ill ufe

might be made of them afterwards, he drew' them
with preambles full of extravagant rhetorick,

refled:ing fcverely on the proceedings of the late

times, and fwelled them up with the highell phra-

fes and fuUeft claufes that he could invent. In

the aft which afferted the King's power of the

militia, the power of arming and levying the

fubjefts was carried fo far, that it would have

ruined the Kingdom, if Gilmore, (an eminent

Lawyer, and a man of great integrity, who had

now the more credit, for he had always favoured

the King's fide,) had not obferved that, as the a6t

was worded, the King might require all the fub-

jeds to ferve at their own charge, and might

oblige them, in order to the redeeming themfelves

from ferving, to pay whatever might be fet on

them. So he made fuch an oppofition to this,

that it could not pafs till a provifo was added to

: it, that the Kingdom fhould not be obliged to

-maintain any force levied by the King, otherwife

than as it fliould be agreed to in Parliament, or in

a Convention of Ellates. This was the only thing

i that was then looked to : For all the other ads

pafs'd in the articles as Primrofe had penn'd them.

They were brought into Parliament : And upon
one
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one hafty reading them they were put to the vote^ i6.5r.

and were always carried.

One adt troubled the Prefbyterians extreamly.

In the acb aflerting the King's power in treaties of

peace and war, all leagues ivith any other Nation,

not made by the King's authority, were declared

treafonable : And in confequence of this the Lea'^ue

and Covenant made with England in the year

1643 was condemned, and declared of no force

for the future. This was the idol of all the Pref-

byterians : So they were much alarmed at it. But
Sharp reflrained all thole with whom he had cre-

dit : He told them, the only v/ay to preferve their

government was, to let all that related to the

King's authority be feparated from it, and be con-

demned, that lb they might be no more accufed as

enem.ies to monarchy, or as leavened with the prin-

ciples of rebellion. He told them, they muil be

contented to let that pafs, that the jealoufy which
the King had of them, as enemies to his prero-

gative, might be extinguished in the moft effedual

manner,* This reflrained many. But fome hotter

zealots could not be governed. One Macquair, a

hot man and confiderably learned, did in his

church at Glafgow openly proteil againft this adl,

as contrary to the oath of God, and fo void of

itfeif To proteil againft an ad: of Parliament

was treafon by their law» And Midletoun was re-

folved to make an example of him for terrifying

others. But Macquair was as (tiff as he was fe-

vere, and would come to no fubmiiTion. Yet he
was only condemned to perpetual banifement.

Upon which he, and fome others who were after-

wards banifhed, went and fettkd at Rotterdamj
where they formed themfelves into a Prelbytery,

and writ many feditious books, and kept a corref-

pondence over all Scotland, that being the chief

feat of the Scotch trade : And by that mean,S

they did much more mifchief to the government.
Vol. I. M than
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1661. than they could have done had they continued ftill

v-o-^ in Scotland.

An aft re- The Lords of the articles grew weary of pre-
fcinding paring fo many adts as the practices of the former

ments*^
'^' ^imes gave occafion for -, but did not know how to

heldfmce meddle with thofe ads that the late King had
the year pafTed in the year 41, or the prefent King had
^633- paffed while he was in Scotland. They faw, that,

if they fhould proceed to repeal thofe by which

Prefbyterian government was ratified, that would

raife much oppofition, and bring petitions from

all that were tor that government over the whole

Kingdom ; which Midletoun and Sharp endea-

:VOured to prevent, that the King might be confirm-

ed in what they had affirmed, that the general bent

of the Nation was now turned againftPrefbytery and

for Bifhops. So Primrofe propofed, but half in jeft

as he affured me, that the better and fliorter way

would be to pafs a general a6t refcifibry, (as it

was called,) annulHng all the Parliaments that had

been held fmce the year lo^ci^ during the whole

time of the war, as faulty and defeftivd in their

^
conftitution. But it was not fo eafy to know up-

on what point that defedt was to be fixed. The
only colourable pretence in law was, that, fmce

the ecclefiaftical (late was not reprefented in thofe

Parliaments, they were not a full reprefentative of

the Kingdom, and fo not true ParUaments. But

this could not be alledged by this prefent Parlia-

,ment, which had no Bifnops in it : If that inferred

a nullity, this was no Parliament. Therefore they

could only fix the nullity upon the pretence of

.force and violence. Yet it was a great flrain to

infift on that, fmce it was vifible that neither the

late King nor the prefent were under any force

when they paffed thern : They came of their own

accord, and pafs'd thofe a6~ts. If it was infifted

on, that the ill ftate of their affairs was in the na-

ture of a force, the ill confequences of this were

vifible ; fmce no Prince by this means could be

bound
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bound to any treaty, or be concluded by any law

that limited his power, thefe being always drawn

from them by the neceffity of their affairs, which

can never be called a force, as long as their per-

fons are free. So, upon fome debate about it on
thofe grounds, at a private jun6la the proportion,

tho' well liked, was let fall, as not capable to have

good colours put upon it : Nor had the Earl of

Midletoun any inftru6lion to warrant his palling

any fuch aft. Yet within a day or two, when
t;hey had drunk higher, they refolved to venture

on it, Primrofe was then ill. So one was fent

to him to defire him to prepare a bill to that effedl.

He fet about it : But perceived it was fo ill ground-

i
ed, and fo wild in all the frame of it, that he

[ thought, when it came to be better confidered, it

!
muft certainly be laid afide. But it fell out other-

i wife : His draught was copied out next morning,

;

without altering a word in it, and carried to the

articles, and from thence to the Parliament, where
I it met indeed with great oppofition. The Earl of

I
Crawford and the Duke of Hamilton argued much

:;

againfb it. The Parliament in the year 41 was

I

legally fummoned : The late King came thither

I in perfon with his ordinary attendance, and with-

*; out the appearance of any force : If any adls then

j

pafs'd needed to be reviewed, that might be well

i

done : But to annul a Parliament was a terrible

; precedent, which deftroyed the whole fecurity of

:
government : Another Parliament might annul

j

the prefent Parliament, as well as that which was
;
now propofed to be done. So no flop could be

i

made, nor any fecurity laid down for fixing things

for the' future : The Parliament in the year 48
proceeded upon inftruftions under the King's own
hand, which was all that could be had confidering

his imprifonment : They had declared for the King^
and raifed an army for his prefervation. To this

the Earl of Midletoun, who contrary to cuflom
•managed the debate himfelf, anfwered, that tho'

ihere was no vifible force on the late King in the

M 2- year
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year 41, yet they all knew he was under a real

force by reafon of the rebellion that had been in

this Kingdom, and the apparent danger of one

ready to break out in England, which torced him

to^ fettle Scotland on fuch terms as he could bring

them to : So that diltrefs on his affairs was really

equivalent to a force on his perfon : Yet he con-

feifed, it was juil, that fuch an appearance of a

Parliament fhould be a full authority to all who
a6led under it : And care was taken to fecure thefe

by a provifo that was put in the a6l to indemnify

them : He acknowledged the defign of the Parlia-

ment in the year 48 was good : Yet they declared

for the King in fuch terms, and had acted fo hy>

pocritically in order to the gaining of the Kirk

party, that it was juft to condemn the proceed-

ings, tho' the intentions of many were honourable

and loyal : For we went into it, he faid, as knaves,

and therefore no wonder if we mifcarried in it as

fools. This was very ill taken by all who had

been concerned in it. The bill was put to the

vote, and carried by a great majority : And the

Earl of Midletoun immediately pafs'd it without

flaying for an inftruftion from the King. The
excufe he made for it was, that, fince the King

had by his letter to the Prefbyterians confirmed

their government as it was eftablilhed by law,

there was no way left to get out of that, but the^

annulling all thofe laws.

It was not This v/as a moll extravagant adl, and only fit

liked by to be concluded after a drunken bout. It lliook
the King.

g|j poflible fecurity for the future, and laid down
a moil pernicious precedent. The Earl of Lau-

derdale aggravated this heavily to the King. It

fhewed, that the Earl of Midletoun underllood

not the firfl principles of government, fince he

had, without any warrant for it, given the King's

afTent to a law that mufl for ever take away all

the fecurity that law can give : No government

was fo well eftablifhed, as not to be liable to a

revolution ,*
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revolution : This would cut off all hopes of peace 1661.

and fubmillion, if any diforder fhould happen at onr*J'

any time thereafter. And fines the Earl of Cla-

rendon had fet it up for a maxim never to be vio-

lated, that ads of indemnity were facred things,

he ftudied to pofTefs him againfl the Earl of Mi-
dletoun, who had now annulled the very Parlia-

ments, in which two Kings had pafs'd ads of in-

demnity. This raifed a great clamour. And up-

on that the Earl of Midletoun complained in Par-

liament, that their beft fervices were reprefented

to the King as blemiflies on his honour, and as a

prejudice to his affairs : So he defii-ed they would
fend up fome of the moft eminent of their body
to give the King a true account of their proceed-

ings. The Earls of Glencairn and Rothes were
fent : For the Earl of Rothes gave fecret engage-

ments to both fides, refolving to ftrike into that

to which he faw the King moft inclined. The
Earl of Midletoun's defign was to accufe the Earl

of Lauderdale of mifreprefenting the proceedings

of Parliament, and of belying the King's good
fubjeds, called in the Scotch lav/ Leafing making,
which either to the King of ,the People or to the

People of the King is capital.

Sharp went up with thefe Lords to prefs the The Pref-

fpeedy fetting up of Epifcopacy, now that the l^y^'^'i-'^'S

ereateft enemies of that 2;overnmenl were under a j^.-^'^f^'^

general coniternation, and were upon other ac-

counts fo obnoxious that they durft not make any

oppofition to it, fince no ad of indemnity was yet

pafs'd. He had expreflcd a great concern to his

old brethren, when the ad refciflbry pafs'd, and
aded that part very folemnly for fome days ; Yet
he feemed to take heart again, and perfuaded the

minifters of that party, that it would be a fervice

to them, fince now the cafe of ratifying their go-

vernment was feparated from the rebellion of the

late times : So that hereafter it was to fubfift by a

Jajv pafs'd ii^ a Parliament that fate and aded in
' M I

fiiU
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full freedom. So he undertook to go asjain to.

Court, and to move for an inftrudion to fettle-

Prefbytery on a new and undifputed bottom. The
poor men were fo ilruck vv-ith the ill ftate of their

affairs, that they either trufted him, or at leail .

feemed to do it -, for indeed they had neither fenfe-

nor courage left them. During the feflion of Par-

liament the moft afpiring men of the Clergy were

pickt out to preach before the Parliament. They
did not fpeak out : But they all infmuated the ne-

ceffity of a greater authority than was then in the

Church, for keeping them in order. One or two
fpoke plainer : Upon which the Prefbytery of

Edinburgh went to the Earl of Midletoun, and
complained of that, as an affront to the law and
to the King's letter. Pie difmiffed them with good
words, but took no notice of their complaint.

The Synods in feveral places refolved to prepare

addreffes both to King and Parliament, for an a<5t

eftablifliing their government. And Sharp dif-

iembled fo artificially, that he met with thpfe who
were preparing an addrefs to be prefented to the

Synod of Fife, that was to fit within a week af-

ter: And heads were agreed on. " Honyman, af-

terwards Bifliop of Orkney, drew it up with fo
'

much vehemence, that Wood, their Divinity Pro-

feffor, told me, he and fome others fate up almoii

the whole night before the Synod met. to draw it

over again in a fmoother ftrain. But Sharp gave

the Earl of Midletoun notice of this. So the Earl

of Rothes was fent over to fee to their behaviour.

As foon as the Minifters entred upon that fub-

je£t, he in the King's name difiblved the Synod,

and commanded the Miniiters under pain of trea-

fon to retire to their feveral habitations. Such
care was taken that no publick application Hiould

be made in favour of Prefbytery. Any attempt

that was made on the other hand met with great

encouragement. The Synod of Aberdeen was the

only body that made an addrefs looking towards

Epif-«
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E-pit:opacy. In a long preamble they refxeded qn 1661.

the confulions and violence of the late times, of ^^^—>

which ^icy enumerated many particulars : And
they concluded with a prayer, that fince the legal

authority upon which their Courts proceeded was

now annulled, that therefore the King and Parlia-

ment would fettle their government, contorm to

the Scriptures and the rules of the primitive

Church. The Prefbyterians faw what was driven

at, and how their words would be underftood :

But I heard one of them fay, (for I was prefent at

that meeting,) that no man could decently oppofe

thofe words, fince by that he v/ould infinuate that

he thought Prefbytery was not conform to thefe.

!n this fefTion of Parliament another aft pafs'd,

which was a new afflidion to all the party : The
twenty ninth of May was appointed to be kept as

a holy day ; fmce on that day an end had been

put to three and twenty year's courfe of rebellion,

of which the whole progrefs was reckoned up in

the higheil ftrain of Primrofe's eloquence. The
Minifters faw, that by obferving this acl pafs'd

with fuch a preamble, they condemned all their for-

mer proceedings, as rebellious and hypocritical.

They fav/, that by obeying it they would lofe all

their credit, and contradict all they had been build-

ing up in a courfe of fo many years. Yet fuch

was the heat of that timaC, that they durft not ex-

cept to it on that account. So they laid hold on

the fubtilty of a holy day ; and covered them-

Jelves under that controverfy, denying it was in -

the power of any human authority to make a day

holy. But withal they fell upon a poor fhift

:

They enadled in their feveral Prelbyteries that tliey

ihould obferve that day as a thankfgiving for the"

King's Reftoration : So they took no notice of the

ad of Parliament, but obferved it in obedience to

their own ad. But this, tho' it covered them

from profecution, fince the law was obeyed, yec

M 4 it
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it laid them open to much contempt. Whei^ the

Earls of Glencairn and Rothes came to Court,- the

King was ibon fatisfied with the account tj^ey gave
of the proceedings of Parliament : And the Earl

of Lauderdale would not own that he had ever

mifreprefented them. They were ordered to pro^

ceed in their charging of him, as the Earl of Cla-

rendon fhould dired them. But he told them the

affaulting of a Minifter, as long as he had an in-

tereft in the King, was a pradice that never could
be approved : It was one of the uneafy things that

a Houfe of Commons of England fometimes ven-
tured on, which was ungrateful to the Court

:

Such an attempt, inftead of ifiaking the Earl of
Lauderdale, would give him a fafter root with th?

King. They muft therefore content themfelves

with letting the King fee how well his fervice went
on in their hands, and how unjuftly they had been
mifreprefented to him : And thus by degrees they

would gain their point, and the Earl of Lauderr
dale would become ufelefs to the King. So this

defign was let fall. But the Earl of Rothes afiured

Lauderdale, he had diverted the florm : Tho*
^jfnmrofe told me, this was the true ground
on which they proceeded. They became all Iriends,

as to outward appearance.

Thus I have gone thro* the actings of the lirlt

feffion of this Parliament with relation to publick.

affairs. It was a mad roaring time, full of extra-

vagance. And no wonder it was fo, when the

rnen of affairs were almoft perpetually drunk. I

Ihall in the next place give an account of the at-

't:ainders pafs'd in it.

Argile's The firfi: and chief of thefe was of the Marquis
^ttain^er. Qf Argile. He was indided at the King's fuit for

a great many fafts, that were reduced to three

|ieads. The firft was of his publick adings during
the ^Yars, of which many inftances were given

;

iuch as his being concerned in th^ delivering up of
'

th^.
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the King to the Englifh at Newcaftle, his oppo-
fing the engagement in the year 1648, and his

heading the riling in the V/ell in oppofition to the
Committee of Eftates : In this, and many other
Iteps made during the war, he v/as elleemed the
principal aftor, and fo ought to be made the
greateft example for terrifying others. The fe-

cond head confifted of many murders, and other
barbarities, committed by his officers, during the
war, on many of the King's party •, chiefly on
thofe who had ferved under the Marquis ofMon-
trofe, many of them being murdered in cold
blood. The third head confifted of fome articles

of his concurrence with Cromwell and the ufur-
pers, in oppofition to thofe who appeared for the
King in the Highlands, his being one of his Parlia-
ment, and afTifting in proclaiming him Protedor,
with a great many other particulars, into which
his compliance was branched out. He had coun-
fel afTigned him, who performed their part very
well.

The fubftance of his defence was, that during
the late wars he was but one among a great many
more : He had always a£led by authority of Par-
liament, and according to the inftrudions that
were given him, as oft as he was fent on any ex-
pedition or negotiation. As to all things 'done
before the year 1641, the late King had buried
them in an aft of oblivion then pafTed, as the pre-
fent King had alfo done in the year 1651 : So he
did not think he was bound to anfwer to any par-
ticular before that time. For the fecond head, he
was at London when moft of the barbarities {qZ
out in it were committed : Nor did it appear that
he gave any orders about them. It was well
known that great outrages had been committed
by the Macdonalds : And he believed his people,
when they had the better of them, had taken cruel
revenges

: This was to be imputed to the heat of
the time, and to the tempers^ of the people, who

4 ' had
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1661. Had been much provoked by the burning of his

whole country, and by much blood that was flied.

And as to many ftories laid to the charge of his

men, he knew fome of them were mere torgeries,

and others were aggravated much beyond the

truth : But, what truth foever might be in them,

he could not be anfwerable but for vv^hat was done

by himfelf, or by his orders. As to the third

head, of his compHance with the uilirpation, he

had flood out till the nation was quite conquered

:

And in that cafe it v/as the received opinion both

of divines and lawyers, that men might lawfully

fubmit to an ufurpation, when forced to it by an

inevitable neceffity. It was the epidemical fm of

the nation. Flis circumftances were fuch, that

more than a bare complia,nce was required of him.

What he did that way was only to preferve him-

felf and his family, and was not done on defign to

oppofe the King's intereft. Nor did his fervice

fuifer by any thing he did. This was the fub-

liance of his defence in a long fpeech, which he

made with fo good a grace and fo Ikiiiully, that

his charafler was as much raifed as his family fuf-

fered by the profecution. In one fpeech, excufing

his compliance with Cromwell, he faid, what

could he think of that matter, after a man fo emi-

nent in the law as his Majefty's Advocate had

taken the engagement ? This inflamed the other

fo much, that he called him an impudent villaift,

and was not fo much as chid for that barbarous

treatment. Lord Argile gravely faid, he had

learned in his aiSiclion to bear reproaches -, but

if the Parliament faw no caufe to condemn him,

he was iefs concerned at the King's Advocate's

railing. The King's Advocate put in an additi-

onal article, of charging him with acceffion to the

King's death, for which all the proof he offered

lay in a preilimption : Cromwell had come down

to Scotland with his army in September 1648,

and at that time he had many and long conferencQS

witl\
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with Argile •, and immediately upon his return to

London the treaty with the King was broken off,

and the King was brought to. his trial : The ad-

vocate from thence inferred, that it was to be pre-

ilimed that Cromvvfell and Argile had concerted

that matter between them. /While this, procefs

was carried on, which was the folemnefl: that ever

was in Scotland, the Lord Lorn continued at

Court foliciting for his father j and obtained a let-.

ter to be writ by the King to the Earl of Midle-

toun, requiring him to order his Advocate not to

infift on any pulolick proceedings before the in-,

demnity he himfeif had pafs'd in the year 1651,

He alfo required him, when the trial was ended,

to fend up the whole procefs, and lay it before the

King, before the Parliament fhould give fentence.

The Earl of Midletoun fubmitted to the firfb part

of this : So all farther enquiry into thofe matters

was fuperfeded. But as to the fecond part of the

letter, it looked fo like a diftruft of the juftice of

the Parliament, that he faid, he durft not let it be

jknown, till he had a fecond and more pofitive or-

der, which he earneftly defired might not be fent

;

for it would very much difcourage this loyal and
affectionate Parliament : And he begged earneftly

to have that order recalled ; which was done. For
fome time there was a ftop to the proceedings, in

which Lord Argile was contriving an efcape out
of the Caftle. He kept his bed for Tome days :

And his Lady being of the fame ftature with him-
feif, and coming to him in a chair, he had put on
her cloaths, and was going into the chair : But he
apprehended he Ihould be difcovered, and his exe-

cution haftened i and fo his heart failed him.
The Earl of Midletoun refolved, if poffible, to

have the King's death fattened on him. By this

means, as he would die with the more infamy, fo

he reckoned this would put an end to the family,

fince no body durft move in favour of the fon of
Qn? judged guilty of that crime. And he, as was

believed.
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believed, hoped to obtain a grant of his eftate.

Search was made into all the precedents of men
who had been at any time condemned upon pre-

fumption. And the Earl of Midletoun refolved

to argue the matter himfelf, hoping that the weight

of his authority would bear down all oppofition.

He managed it indeed with more force than de-

cency : He was too vehement, and maintained the

argument with a ftrength that did more honour to

his parts than to his juftice or his charader. But
Gilmore, tho* newly made Prefident of the Seffi-'

on, which is the fupream Court of Juftice in that

Kingdom, abhorred the precedent of attainting a

man upon fo remote a prefumption ; and looked

upon it as lefs juftifiable than the much decried

attainder of the Earl of Strafford. So he under-

took the argument againft Midletoun : They re-

plied upon one another thirteen or fourteen times

in a debate that lafted many hours. Gilmore had
fo clearly the better of the argument, that, tho'

the Parliament was fo fet againft Argile that every

thing was like to pafs that might blacken him,

yet, when it was put to the vote, he was acquitted

as to that by a great majority : At which he ex-

prefied fo much joy, that he feemed little con-

cerned at any thing that could happen to him after

that. All that remained was to make his com-
pliance with the ufurpers appear to be treafon.

The debate was like to have lafted long. The
Earl of Lowdun, who had been Lord Chancel-

lour, and was counted the eloquenteft man of that

time, for he had a copioufnefs in fpeaking that

was never exhaufted, (who was defcended from his

family and was his particular friend,) had prepared

a long and learned argument on that head. He
• had gathered the opinions both of divines and

'lawyers, and had laid together a great deal out of

hiftory, more particularly out of the Scotch hifto-

fy, to fliew that it had never been cenfured as a

cj-iixie: Putthaton th$ contrary in gli th.eir confufioas.

,
<;he
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tlie 1nai, who had merited the raoft of the Crown
in ail its fhakings, were perfons who had got cre-

dit by compHance v/ith the fide that prevailed,

and by that means had brought things about

again. But, while it was very doubtful how it

would have gone. Monk by an inexcufable bafe-

nefs had fearched among his letters, and found

feme that were v/rit by Argile to himfelf, that

were hearty and zealous on ttieir fide. Thefe he

fent down to Scotland. And after they were read

in Parliament, it could not be pretended that his

compliance was feigned, or extorted from him.

Every body blamed Monk lor lending thefe down,
lince it was a betraying the confidence that they

had then lived in. They were fent by an exprefs,

and came to the Earl of Midletoun after the Par-

liament was engaged in the debate. So he order-

ed the letters to be read. This was much blamed,

as contrary to the forms of juftice, fince proba-

tion was clofed on both fides. But the reading

of them filenced all farther debate. All his friends

went out : And he was condemned as guilty of
treafon. The Marquis of Montrofe only refufed

to vote. He owned, he had too much refenc-

ment to judge in that matter. It was defigned he
fhould be hanged, as the Marquis of Montrofe
had been : But it was carried that he fhould be
beheaded, and that his head fhould be fet up in

the fame place, where Lord Montrofe's had been
fet. He received his fentence decently, and com-
pbfed himfelf to fuffer.

The day before his death he wrote to the King, Andex^r

juftifying his intentions in ^11 he had afted in the cuion.

matter of the Covenant : He protefted his inno-

cence, as to the death of the lace King : He fub-

mitted patiently to his fentence, and wifhed the

King a long and happy reign : He eafl his family

and children upon his' mercy ; and prayed that

they might not fuffer for their father's fault. On
the twenty feventh of May, tljc day appoiAt?d fo^

his
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166 J. his execution, he came to the fcaffold in a very

4m^v-<w» folemn but undaunted manner, accompanied with

many of the NobiHty and fome Minifters. He
fpoke for half an hour with a great appearance of

ferenity. Cunningham his phyfician told me he

touched his pulfe, and that it did then beat at the

ufual rate, calm and ftrong. He did in a moft

folemn manner vindicate himfelf from all know-"

ledge or acceffion to the King's death : He par-

doned all his enemies -, and fubmitted to the fen-

tence, as to the will of God : He fpoke highly in

juilification of the Covenant, calling it the caufe

and work of God ; and expreffed his apprehenfion

of fad times like to follow ; and exhorted all peo-

ple to adhere to the Covenant, and to refolve to

fuffer rather than fm againft their confciences. He
parted with all his triends very decently. And
after fome time fpent in his private devotions he

.was beheaded.

The exe- A few days after Guthry fuffered. He was ac-

eution of cufed of accelTion to the remontlrance when the
Guthry a King was in Scotland, and for a book he had printed
Mmiiter.

^^^j^ ^j^^ ^•j.j^ <c ^^ ^j^^ caufes of God's wrath upon
" the nation j" in which the treating with the

King, the tendering him the Covenant, and the

admitting hfm to the exercife of the government,

were highly aggravated, as great adts of apoftacy.

His declining the King's authority to judge of his

fermons, and his protefting for remedy of law

againft him, and the late feditious paper that he

was drawing others to concur in, were the m.atters

objefted to him. He v/as a refolute and ftiff man

:

So when his lawyers offered him legal defences, he

would not be advifed by them, but refolved to-

take his own way. He confefTed, andjuftified all

that he had done, as agreeing to the principles

and pradices of the Kirk, who had alferted all

along that the doftrine delivered in their fermons

did not fall under the cognifance of the temporal

Courts, till it was firft judged by the Church •,

for



of King C H A R L E s IL 17^

for which he brought much tedious prooFo He 1661.

faid, his protefting for remedy of law againft the

King was not meant at the King's perfon, but was

only with relation to cofts and damages. The
Earl of Midletoun had a perfonal animofity againft

him -, for in the late times he had excommuni-
cated him : So his eagernefs in the profecution did

not look well. The defence he made fignified

nothing to juftify himfelf, but laid a great load on
Prefbytery ; lince he made it out beyond all dif-

pute, that he had afted upon their principles^

which made them the more odious, as having

among them fome of the worft maxims of the

Church of Rome ; that in particular, to make
the pulpit a privileged place, in which a man
might fafely vent treafon, and be fecure Jn doing

it, if the Church judicatory ihould agree to quit

him. So upon this occafion great advantage was
taken, to fhew how near the fpirit that had reigned

in Prefoytery came up to Popery. It was refolved

to make a publick example ot a Preacher : So he

was fingled out. He gave no advantage to thofe

who wiihed to fave him by the leaft ftep towards

any fubmiffion, but much to the contrary. Yet,

tho' ail people were difgufted at the Earl of Midle-

toun's eagernefs in the profecution, the Earl of

Tweed ale was the only man that moved againft

the putting him to death. He faid, baniftiment

had been hitherto the fevereft cenfure that had
been laid on the Preachers for their opinions : He
knev/ Guthry was a man apt to give perfonal pro-

vocation : And he wiflied that might not have too

great a ihare in carrying the matter fo far. Yet
he was condemned to die. I faw him fuffer. He
was fo far from fhewing any fear, that he rather

exprefled a contempt of death. He fpoke an
hour upon the ladder, with the compofednefs of a
man that was delivering a fermon rather than his

laft words. He juftified all he had done, and ex-

horted ail people to adhere to the Covenant,

6 which



1 7^ The History of the Reign

1 66 1, which he magnified highly. With him one Gouaff

«-.-v-*J was alfo hanged, who had deferted the army while

the King was in Scotland, and had gone over to

Cromwell. The man was inconfiderable, till they

made him more confidered by puttmg him to

death, on fuch an account;, at fo great a diilance

of time.
Some 'j^Q grofs iniquity of the Court appeared in

were pro- nothing morc eminently than in the favour Ihewed

ceeded M^^'^^o^^^ ^^ AlTin, who had betrayed the Marquis
againti of Montrofe, and was brought over upon it. He

in prifon fhruck up to a high pitch of vice and im-

piety, and gave great entertainments : And that,

notwithftanding the bafenefs of the man and of his

crimes, got him fo many friends, that he was let

go without any cenfure. The proceedings againft

Wariftoun were foon difpatched, he being abfent.

.It was proved, that he had prefented the Remon-
ftrancc, that he had adted under Cromwell's au-

thority, and had fate as a Peer in his Parliament,

that he had confirmed him in his Proted:orlhip,

and had likewife fate as one of the Committee of

Safety : So he v/as attainted. Svvintoun had been

attainted in the Parliament at Stirling for going

over to Cromwell : So he was brought before the

Parliament to hear what he could fay, why the

fentence Hiould not be executed. He was then

become a Quaker -, and did, with a fort of elo-

quence that moved the whole houfe, lay out ail

his own errours, and the ill fpirit he was in when

he committed the things that were charged on

him, with fo tender a fenfe, that he feemed as

one indifferent what they Ihould do with him :

And, without fo much as moving for mercy, or

even for a delay, he did fo effedually prevail on

them, that they recommended him to the King,

as a fit object of his mercy. This was the more

eafily confented to by the Earl of Midletoun, in

hatred to the Earl of Lauderdale, who had got the

gift of his eftate. He had two great pleas in

law:
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law: The one was, that the record of his attain- 1661,

der at Stirling, with ail that had pafs'd in that ^^v-^,

Parhament) was loft : The other was, that by the

aft refciflbry that Parliament being annulled, ail

that was done by it was void : But he urged nei-

ther, fince there was matter enough to attaint hint

anew, if the defe6ls of that fuppofed attainder

had been obferved. So till the ad of indemnity

was pafs'd he was ftill in danger, having been

the man of all Scotland that had, been the moil

trufted and employed by Cromwell i But upon

paffing the ad of indemnity he was fafe.

The feffion of Parliament was now brought to MHIetoua

a conclufion, without any motion for an ad of in-
^^J^

^"

demnity. The fecret of this was, that fiace Epif- ^^ °jj
^j^^^

copacy was to be fet up, and that thofe who were had paf-

moft like to oppofe it were on other accounts ob- fed in Par-

noxious, it was thought belt to keep them, under
[[^'^"^"jl

j^^^

that fear, till the change fhoukl
'
be made. The

Earl of Midletoun went up to Court full of merit,

and as full of pride. He had a mind to be Lord

Treafurer •, and told the King, that, if he intended

to fet up Epifcopacy, the Earl of Crawford, who
was a noted Prelbyterian;, mud be put outof that

poll : It was the opinion of the King's zeal for

that form of government that muft bear down
all the oppofition that might otherwife be made
to it : And it would not be poffible to pcrfuade

the nation of that, as long as they faw the white

ftaff in fuch hands. Therefore, on the firft day

on which a Scotch Council was called after he came

up, he. gave a long account of the proceedings of

Parliament, and magnified the zeal and loyalty

that many had expreffed, while others that had been

not only pardoned, but were highly trufted by

the King, had been often cold and backward, and

forrietimes plainly againft the fervice. The Earl

of Lauderdale v/as ill that day : So the Earl of^

Crawford undertook to anfwer this refledion,

which he thought was meant of himfelf, for op-

Vgl, I, N poflng
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1661. pofing the ad refciffory. He faid, he had ob-

t^^v-v^ ferved fiich an entire unanimity in carrying on the

King's fervice, that he did not know of any that

had a6led otherwife : And therefore he moved,

that the Earl of Midletoun might fpeak plain, and

name perfons. The Earl of Midletoun defired to

be excufed : He did not intend to accufe any :

But yet he thought, he was bound to let the King

know how he had been ferved. The Earl of

Crawford ftill prefs'd him to fpeak out after fo

general an accufation : No doubt, he would in-i

form the King in private who thefe perfons were
^

And fmce he had ah'eady gone fo far in publicki,|

he thought he ought to go farther. The Earl ol

Midletoun was in fome confufion •, for he did not

expefl to be thus attack'd : So to get off he named

the oppofition that the Earl of Tweedale had made

to the fentence pafs'd on Guthry, not without

' making indecent refleftions on it, as if his profe-

cution had flowed from the King's refentments oi

his behaviour to himfelf : And fo he turned the

matter, that the Earl of Tweedale's reflexion-

which was thought indeed pointed againft himfelf

Ihould feem as meant againll the King. The Ear!

of Crawford upon this faid, that the Earl of Midle-

toun ought to have excepted to the words wher

they were firft fpoken j and no doubt the Parlia-

ment v/ould have done the King juftice : But it

was never thought confiftent with the liberty ol

ipeech in Parliament, to bring men into quef

tion afterwards for words fpoken in any debate^

when they were not challenged as foon as thej

were fpoken. The Earl of Midletoun excufec

himfelf: He faid, the thing was pafs'd before h(

made due reflexions on it j and fo aiked pardor

for that omiffion. The Earl of Crawford was glac;

he himfelf had cfcaped, and was lilent as to the

Earl of Tweedale's concern : So, no body offer-

ing to excufe him, an order was prefently feni

down for committing him to prifon, and for exa^

minina

'm
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nining him upon the words he had fpokertj and

m his meaning in them. That was not a time in.

vhich men durfl pretend to privilege, or tha

'reedom of debate : So he did not infift on it j but

"ent up fuch an account of his words, and fuch

m explanation of them, as fully fatisfied the King,

50 alter the imprifonment of fome weeks he was
et at liberty. But this raifed a great outcry

igainft the Earl of Midletoun, as a thing that was
:ontrary to the freedom of debate, and deftrudive

>f the liberty of Parliament. It lay the more
ipen to cenfure, becaufe the Earl of Midletoun

ad accepted of a great entertainm.ent from the

'.arl of Tweedale after Guthry's bufinefs was
ver : And it feemed contrary to the rules of hof-

itality, to have fuch a defign in his heart againft

man in whofe houie he had been fo treated : All

le excufe he made for it was, that he never in-

nded it -, but that the Earl of Crawford had
I'efs'd him fo hard upon the com.plaint he had
'ade in general, that he had no way of getting

t of it without naming -fome particulars ; and
had no other ready then at hand.

Another difference of greater moment fell in

'tween him and the Earl of Crawford. The
• rl of Midletoun was now raifing the guards,

1 t were to be paid out of the excife granted by
J Parliaments So he moved, that the excife

I ght be raifed. by colleflors named by himfelf as

^neral, that fo he might not depend on the

^ -afury for the pay of the forces. The Earl of

^iwford oppofed this with great advantage, fince

a revenues given the King did by the courfe of
k come into the Treafury. Scotland was not in

a^ndition to maintain two Treafurers : And, as

tt vhat was faid, of the necelTity of having the

P of the army well afcertained and ever leady,

oi-rwife it would become a grievance to the King*
' "'^5 he faid, the King was Mafler, and what or-
^^ Ibever he thought fit to fend to the Treafury,

^2. " t^ey
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1661. they fhould be moft pundtially obeyed. But t

Earl of Midletoun knew, there would be a gr(

overplus of the excife beyond the pay of the troo^:

And he reckoned, that, if the colleftion was jt

•in his hands, he would eafily get a grant of 1

overplus at the year's end. The Earl of Cra -

ford faid, no fuch thing was ever pretended to y

any General, unlefs by fuch as fet up to be in

pendent, and who hoped by that means to m; c

themfelves the mafters of the army. So he cand

the point, which was thought a viftory. And
Earl of Midletoun was much blamed for puti

his intereft at Court on fuch an iflue, where

preteniion was lb unufuai and fo unreafonable.

The next point was concerning Lord Arg
" eftate. The King was inclined to reflore the L 'd

•Lorn ; tho' much pains was taken to perfile

him, that all the zeal he had exprefled in his r-

vice was only an artifice between his father id

him to preferve the family in all adventures It

was faid, that had been an ordinary pradicin

Scotland for father and fon to put themfelvein

different fides. The Marquis of Argile had t;
•

very extraordinary methods to raife his own fa.^y

• to fuch a fuperiority in the Highlands, thahe

was a fort of a King among them, Thelir-

quis of Huntly had married his fifter : And ir-

ing their friendfhip Argile was bound with im

for fome of his debts. After that, the Mai

of Huntly, as he neglefted his affairs, fo h

gaged in the King's fide, by which Argile fa he

- muft be undone. 5o he pretended, that he '

intended to fecure himfelf, when he brought in -

mortgages and debts, which, as was believed, ^

compounded at very low rates. The friem

- the Marquis of Huntly's family prefs'd the 1

hard to give his heirs the confiication of tha!'

of Argile's eftate, in which the Marquis of t

'

ly's debts, and all the pretenfion on his eftate ^

comprehended. And it was given, to the l'^

I
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qiiis of Pluntly, now Duke of Gordon, then a

young child : But no care was taken to breed him
a Proteftant. The Marquis of Montrofe, and all

others whofe eftates had been ruined under Ar-
gile's condudl, expected likewife reparation out of

his eilate •, which was a very great one, but in no

way able to fatisfy all thofe demands. And it

was believed, that the Earl of Midletoun himfeif

hoped to have carried away the main bulk of it

:

So that both the Lord Lorn and he concurred,

tho' with different views, to put a ftop to all the

pretenfions made upon it.

.

The point of the greateft importance then un- Itwasre-

der confideration was, v/hether Epifcopacy fhould ^o^^^^ to

be reftored in Scotland, or not. The Earl of g^.^P
^

Midletoun affured the King, it was defired by the cy m Scot-

greater and honefter part of the nation. One land.

Synod had as good as petitioned for it : And many
others wiihed for it, tho' the (hare they had in the

late wars made them think it was not fit or decent

for them to move for it. Sharp affured the King,

that none but the Proteftors, of whom he had a

very bad opinion, were againft it ; and that of

the Refolutioners there would not be found twenty

that would oppofe it. All thofe who were for

making the change agreed, that it ought to be
done now, in the firft heat of joy after the Re-
ftoration, and before the act of indemnity pafs'd.

The Earl of Lauderdale and all his friends on the

other hand affured the King, that the national pre-

judice againft it was ftill very ftrong, that thofe

who feemed zealous for it ran into it only as a

method to procure favour, but that thofe who
were againft it would be found ftiff and eager in

their oppofition to it, that by fetting it up the

King would lofe the affedions of the nation, and
that the fupporting it would grow a heavy load on
his government. The Earl of Lauderdale turned
all this, that looked like^a zeal for PreilDytery, to

a dextrous infmuating himfeif into the King's con-

N 3 fidcnce i
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1661, fidence ; as one that defigned nothing but hi<

greatnefs and his having Scotland fure to him, in

order to the executing of any defign he might af-j

terwards be engaged in. The King went very,

eoldly into the defign. He faid, he remembred
well the averfion that he himfelf had obferved in

that nation to any thing that looked like a fuperi-

ority in the Church. But to that the Earl of

Midletoun and Sharp anfwered, by afiliring him
that the infolencies committed by the Prelbyte-

rians while they governed, and the ten years

ufurpation that had followed, had made fuch a

change in peoples tempers, that they, were
much altered fince he had been among them. The
King naturally hated Prefoytery : And, having
called a new Parliament in England, that did with

great zeal efpoufe the interefts of the Church of

England, and were now beginning to complain of

the evacuating the garrifons held by the army in

that Kingdoni, he gave way, tho' with a vifible

reludancy, to the change of the Church govern-
ment in Scotland. The averfion he feemed to

exprefs was imputed to his own indifference as to

all thofe matters, and to his unwillingnefs to in-

volve his government in new trouble. But the

view of things that the Earl of Lauderdale had
given him was the true root of all that coldnefs.

The Earl of Clarendon fet it on with great zeal.

And fo did the Duke of Ormond •, who faid, it

would be very hard to maintain the government
of the Church in Ireland, if Prefbytery continued
in Scotland ; fmce the northern counties, which
were the bell ftocked of any they had, as they

were originally from Scotland, fo they would ftill

follow the way of that nation. Upon all this di-

verfity of opinion, the thing was propofed in a

Scotch Council at Whitehall. The Earl of Craw-
ford declared himfelf againfl it : But the Earl of

Lauderdale, Duke Hamilton, and Sir Robert
Murray, were only for delaying the making any

fuch
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fuch change, till the King fliould be better fatif-

fied concerning the inclinations of the nation.

The refult of the debate (all the refb who were

prefent being earned for the change) was, that a

letter was writ to the Privy Council of Scotland,

intimating the King's intentions for fetting up
Epifcopacy, and demanding their advice upon it.

The Earl of Glencairn ordered the letter to be

read, having taken care that fuch perfons fhould

be prefent who he knew would fpeak warmly for

it, that fo others, who might intend to oppofe it,
^

might be frightened from doing it. None fpoke

againft it, but the Earl of Kincairdin. He pro-

pofed, that fome certain methods might be taken,

by which they might be well informed, and fo be

able to inform the King of the temper of the na-

tion, before they offered an advice, that might

have fuch effeds as might very much perplex, if

hot diforder, ail their atfairs. Some fmart repar-

tees pafled between the Earl of Glencairn and him.

This was all the oppofition that was made at that

board. So a letter was writ to the King from

thence, encouraging him to go on, and alTuring

him, that the change he intended to make would
give a general fatisfadion to the main body of the

'nai;ion.

Upon that the thing was refolved on. It re-J^^*^"

mained after this only to confider the proper me-
f)^"^/JJ"*

thods of doing it, and the men who ought to be fhops.

•empioyed in it. Sheldon and the Engliih Billiops

had an averfion to all that had been engaged in

the Covenant : So they were for feeking out all

the Epifcopal Clergy, who had been driven out of

Scotland in the beginning of the troubles, and

preferring them. There was but one of the old

Bifhops left alive, Sydferfe, who had been Bifliop

of Galloway. He had come up to London, not

doubtino; but that he fhould be advanced to the

Primacy of Scotland. It is true, he had of late

<iloR^ fome very irregular things :- When the a6fc

N 4 of '
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J 66 1, of uniformity required all men who held any be^

nefices in England to be epifcopally ordained, he,,

who by obferving the ill effects of their former

violence was become very moderate, with others

of the Scotch Clergy that gathered abo*Jt him,

^id fet up a very indefenfible practice of ordaining

ail thofe of the Englifh Clergy who came to him,

and that without demanding either oaths or fub-

fcriptions of them. Some believed, that this was

done by him, only to fubfift on the fees that arofe

from the letters of orders fo granted ; for he was

very poor. This did fo difguft the Englifh Bi-

jfliips at him and his company, that they took

no care of him or them. Yet they were much
againft a fet of Prelbyterian Bilhops. They be-

lieved they could have no credit, and that they

would have no zeal. This touched Sharp to the

quick : So he laid the matter before the Earl of

Clarendon. He faid, thefe old Epifcopal men by

their long abfence out of Scotland knew nothing

of the preient generation : And by the ill ufage

they had m.et with they were fo irritated, that they

-would run matters quickly to great extremities

:

And, if there v/as a faftion among the Bilhops,

feme valuing themfelves upon their conftant fted-

dinefs, and iooking with an ill eye on thofe who
had been carried av/ay v,'ith the ftream, this would

divide and diilradt their counfels ; whereas a fet

of men of moderate principles would be more uni-

form in their proceedings. This prevailed with

the Earl of Clarendon, who faw the King fo re-

mifs in that matter, that he refolved to keep things

in as great temper as was pofTible. And he, not

doubting but that Sharp would purfue that in

which he feemed to be fo zealous and hot, and

carry things with great moderation, perfuaded the

Bifhops of England to leave the management of

that matter wholly to him. And Sharp, being

sfTured of that at which he had long aimed, laid

ifjde his maik j and owned, th^t he was to be

Arch-
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Archbifliop of St. Andrews. Hcfaid to fome,

from whom I had it, that when be faw that the

King was refolved on the change, and that fome
hot men were like to be advanced, whofe violence

would ruin the country, he had fubniitted to that

poft on defign to moderate matters, and to cover

fome good men from, a ftorm that might otherwife

break upon them. So deeply did he ftill diffemble;

For now he talked of nothing fo much as of love

and moderation.

Sydferfe was removed to be Billiop of Orkney,
one of the beft revenues of any of the Bilhopricks

in Scotland : But it had been almoft in all times

a Sine-Cure. He lived little more than a year

after his tranflation. He had died in more eileem,

if he had died a year before it. But Sharp was
.ordered to find out proper men for filling up the

other Sees. That care was left entirely to him.

The choice was generally very bad.

Two men were brought up to be confecrated

in England, Fairfoul defigned for the fee of Glaf-

gow, and Hamilton, brother to the Lord Belha-

ven, for Galloway. The former of thefe was a
pleafant and facetious man, infinuating and crafty

:

But he was a better phyfician than a divine. His
life was fcarce free from fcandal : And he was emi-
nent in nothing that belonged to his own fundioij.

He had not only fworn the Covenant, but had per-

fuaded others to do it. And when one obje(Sted

* to him, that it went againit his confcience, he an-

'l^ered, there were fome very good medicines th^t

could not be chewed, but were to be fwallowcd

down ', and fince it was plain that .a man could

not live in Scotland unlefs he fware it, therefore

it muft be fwallowed down v/ithqut any farther

examination. Whatever the matter was, foon af-

ter the confecration his parts funk f? faft, that in a

few months he, who pafs'd his whole life long for

one of the cunningeft men in Scotland, became
almoft a changiing j uporj which it may be eafily

'

CoUeded
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x66i. coUefted what commentaries the Prefbyterians

would make. Sharp lamented this to me, as one

of their great misfortunes. He faid, it began to

appear in lefs than a month after he came to Lon-r

don. Hamilton was a good natured man, but

weak. He was always believed Epifcopal. Yet
he had fo far complied in the time of the Cove*-

nant, that he affedled a peculiar expreflion of his

counterfeit zeal for their caufe, to fecure himfclf

from fufpicion : When he gave the facrament,

he excommunicated all that were not true to the

,

Covenant, ufing a form in the Old Teftament of

fhaking out the lap of his gown ; faying, fo did

he call out of the Church and communion all that

dealt falfely in the Covenant.

Biftiop With thefe there was a fourth man found out,

Leigh- who was then at London at his return from the

*°""\
.
Bath, where he had been for his health : And on

him I will enlarge more copioufly. He was the

fon of Doftor Leightoun, who had in Archbifhop

Laud's time writ "Zion*s plea againft the Prelates-,'*

for which he was condemned in the Star-Chamber

to have his ears cut and his nofe flit. He was a

man of a violent and ungoverned heat. He fent

' his eldeft fon Robert to be bred in Scotland, who
'was accounted a Saint from his youth up. He
' had great quicknefs of parts, a lively apprehen-

fion, with a charming vivacity of thought and

expreflion. He had the greateft command of the

pureft Latin that ever I knew in any man. He
was a matter both of Greek and Hebrew, and of

the whole compafs of theological learning, chiefly

in the ftudy of the Scriptures. But that which

excelled all the reft was, he was pofleffed with the

higheft and nobleft fenfe of divine things that 1

^ ever faw in any man. He had no regard to his

perfon, unlefs it was to mortify it by a conftanf

low diet, that was like a perpetital faft. He had

a contempt both of wealth and reputation. He
feemed to have the loweft thoughts of himfelf

poflible,
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pofllble, and to defire that all other perfons Ihould"

think as meanly of him as he did himfelf : He
bore all forts of ill ufage and reproach, like a

man that took pleafure in it. He had fo fubdued

the narural heat of his temper, that in a great va-

riety of accidents, and in a courfe of twenty two
years intimate converfation with him, I never ob-

ferved the leaft fign of pafTion, but upon one

fingle occafion. He brought himfelf into fo com-
pofed a gravity, that I never faw him laugh,

and but feldom fmile. And he kept himfelf in

fuch a conftant recolle6tion, that I do not remem-
ber that ever I heard him fay one idle word.

There was a vifible tendency in all he faid to raife

his own mind, and thofe he converfed with, to fe-

rious refledtions. He feemed to be in a perpetual

meditation. And, tho' the whole courfe of his

life was ftrict and afcetical, yet he had nothing of
the fournefs of temper that generally pofleffes men
of that fort. He was the freeft from fuperftition,

of cenfuring others, or of impofing his own me-
thods on them pofiible. So that he did not fo

much as recommend them to others- He faid,

there was a diverlity of tempers ; and every man
was to watch over his own, and to turn it in the

beft manner he could. His thoughts were lively,

oft out of the way and furprifmg, yet juft and
genuine. And he had laid together in his me-
mory the greateft treafure of the beft and wifeft

of all the ancient fayings of the heathens as well

as chriftians, that 1 have ever known any man
mafter of : And he ufed them in the apteft n[ian-

ner pofTible. He had been bred up with the great-

eft averfion -imaginable to the whole frame of the

Church of England. From Scotland his father

fent him to travel. He fpentfome years in France,
and fpoke that language like one born there. He
came afterw.irds and fettled in -Scotland, and had
Prefbyterian ordination. Eut he quickly broke
thro' the prejudices of his education. His preach-

ing
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i66r. ing had a fublimity both of thought and exprefTioint

in it. The grace and gravity of his pronunciation

was fuch, that few heard him without a very fen-

lible emotion : I am fare I never did. His ftyle

was rather too fine : But there was a majeity and

beauty in it that left fo deep an impreflion, that I

cannot yet forget the fermons I heard him preach

thirty years ago. And yet with this he feemed to

look on himfelf as fo ordinary a preacher, that

while he had a cure he was ready to employ all

others : And when he was a Bilhop he chofe to

preach to fmall auditories, and would never give

notice before hand: He had indeed a very low

voice, and fo could not be heard by a great croud.

He foon came to fee into the follies of the Prefby-

terians, and to diflike their Covenant ; particularly

the impofing it, and their fury againft all who
differed from them. He found they were not ca-

pable of large thoughts : Theirs were narrow, as

their tempers were four. So he grew weary of

mixing with them. He fcarce ever went to their

meetings, and lived in great retirement, minding

only the care of his own parilh at Newbottle near

Edinburgh. Yet all the oppofition that he made

to them was., that he pre-ached up a more exa<ft

rule of life than feemed to them confiflent with

human nature : But his own pradice did even

outlhine his doflrine.

In the year 164B he declared himfelf for the en-

gagement for the King. But the Earl of Lothian,

who lived in his parifh, had fo high an efteem for

him, that he perfu^ded the violent men not to

meddle with him : Tho* he gave occafion to great

exception ; for when fome of his parifh, who had

been in the engagement, were ordered to make

publick profeiTion of their repentance for it, he

Ipold them, they had been in an expedition, in

which, he believed, they had negleded their duty

to God, and had been guilty of injuftice and vio-

Icncej of drunkennefs and other immoralities, and

he
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he charged them to repent of thefe very ferioufly, 1661.
without meddling with the quarrel or the grounds

of that war. He entred into a great correfpon-

dence with many of the Epifcopal party, and with

my own father in particular ; and did wholly fepa-

rate himfelf from the Prefbyterians. At laft he

left them, and withdrew from his cure : For he

could not do the things impofed on him any lon-

ger. And yet he hated all contention fo much,
that he chofe rather to leave them in a filent man-
ner, than to engage in any difputes with them.

But he had generally the reputation of a Saint,-;

and of fomething above human nature in him.

:

So the mailerfnip of the College of Edinburgh
falling vacant fome tim6 after, and it being in the

gift of the city, he was prevail'd with to accept of

it, becaufe in it he was wholly feparated from all

Church matters. He continued ten years in that

poft : And was a great blefling in it ; for he talk-

ed fo to all the youth of any capacity or diftindi-

on, that it had a great effed on many of them.

He preached often to them : And if crouds broke

in, which they were apt to do, he would have

gone on in his fermon in Latin, with a purity and
life that charmed all who underliood it. Thus he

had lived above twenty years in Scotland, in the

higheft reputation that any man in my time ever

had in that Kingdom.
He had a brother well known at Court, Sir

Elilha, who was very like him in face and in the

vivacity of his parts, but the moil unlike him in

all other things that can be imagined : For, tho'

he loved to talk of great fublimities in religion,

yet he was a very immoral man. He was a Pa-
pift of a form of his own : But he had changed
his religion to raife himfelf at Court ; for he was
at that time Secretary to the Duke of York, and
was very intimate with the Lord Aubigny, a bro-

ther of the Duke of Richmond's, who had changed
his religion, and was a PriQft, and had probably

been
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1 66 1, been a Cardinal if he had lived a little longer*
uinn^-' He maintained an outward decency, and had more

learning and better notions, than men of quality,

who enter into orders in that Church, generally
have. Yet he was a very vicious man : And that
perhaps made him the more confidered by the
King, who loved and trufted him to a high de-
gree. No man had more credit with the King

;

for he was in the fecret as to his religion, and was
more trufted with the whole defign, that was then
managed in order to eftablifh it, than any man
whatlbever. Sir Elilha brought his brother and
him acquainted : For Leightoun loved to know
men in ail the varieties of religion.

In the vacation time he made excurfions, and
came oft to London ; where he obferved all the
eminent men in Cromwell's Court, and in the fe-

verai parties then about the city of London. But
he told me, he could never fee any thing among
them that pleafed him. They were men of un-
quiet and meddling tempers : And their difcourfes

and fermons were dry and unfavoury, full of airy

cant, or of bombaft fwellings. Sometimes he
went over to Flanders, to fee what he could find

in the feveral orders of the Church of Rome.
There he found fome of Janfenius's followers, who
feemed to be men of extraordinary tempers, and
ftudied to bring things, if poffible, to the purity
and fimplicity of the primitive ages ; on which
all his thoughts were much fet. He thought con-
troverfies had been too much infilled on, and had
been carried too far. His brother, who thought
of nothing but the railing himfelf at Court, fan-

cied that his being made a Bilhop might render
himfelf more confiderable. So he poffefTed the
Lord Aubigny with fuch an opinion of him, that

he made the King apprehend, that a man of his

piety and his notions (and his not being married
was not forgot) might contribute to carry on their

defign. He fancied fuch a monaftick man, who
had



of King C H A R L E s 11. 191

had a great ftretch of thought, and fo many other 1661.

eminent qualities, Vv^ould be a mean at leaft to

prepare the nation for Popery, if he did not di-

reftly come over to them ; for his brother did not

flick to fay, he was fure that lay at root with him.

So the King named him of his own proper moti-

on, which gave all thofe that began to fufpe(et the

King himfelf great jealouiies of him. Leightoun

was averfe to this prom.otion, as much as was pof*

fible. His brother had great power over him;
for he took care to hide his vices from him, and

to jnake before him a fhew of piety. He feemed

to be a Fapift rather in name and ihew than in rea-

lity, of which I will fet down one inftance that

was then much talked of Some of the Church of

England loved to magnify the facrament in an ex-

traordinary manner, affirming the real prefence,

only blaming the Church of Rome for defining

the manner of it ; faying, Chriil was prefent in a

moft unconceivable manner. This was fo much
the mode, that the King and all the Court went
into it. So the King, upon fome raillery about

tranfubftantiation, afked Sir Elilha if he believed

it. He anfwered, he could not well tell ; but he

was fure the Church of England believed it. And
when the King feemed amazed at that, he replied,

do not you believe that Chrift is prefent in a moft
unconceivable manner ^ Which the King granted : \
Then faid he, that is juft tranfubftantiation, the

'

moft unconceivable thing that was ever yet in-

vented. When Leighton was prevailed on to ac-

cept a Biftioprick, he chofe Dunblane, a fmall

diocefe as well as a little revenue. But the Deanry
of the Chapel Royal was annexed to that fee. So
he was willing to engage in that, that he might
fet up the Common Prayer in the King's Chapel ;

for the rebuilding of which orders were given.

The Englilh Clergy were well pleafed v/ith himj
finding him both more learned, and more tho-

roughly theirs in the other points of uniformity,

thari
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1661. rfian the refl of the Scotch Clergy, whom thef
could not much value. And tho' Sheldon did not
much Hke his great ftridnefs, in which he had no
mind to imitate him, yet he thought fuch a man
as hfe was might give credit to Epifcopacy, in its

firft introduction to a nation much prejudiced

againft it. Sharp did not know what to make of
all this. He neither liked his ftri6tnefs of life, nor
his notions. He "believed, they would not take

the fame methods, and fancied he might be much
obfcured by him -, for he faw he would be well fup-

ported. He faw the Earl of Lauderdale began
to magnify him. And fo Sharp did all he could
to difcourage him, but without any efFeft ; for he
'had no regard to him. I bear ftili the greateft ve-

neration for the m.emory of that man, that I do
'for any perfon ; and reckon my early knowledge
of him, which happened the year after this, and
*my long and intimate converfation with him, that

continued to his death, for twenty three years,

among the greateft bleffings of my life, and for

Which I know 1 muil give an account to God in

the great day in a moft particular manner. And
yet, tho' I know this account of his promotion
may feem a blemiili upon him, I would not con-

ceal it, being refolved to write of all perfons and
things with all poffibie candor. I had the relation

of it from him.felf, and more particularly from his

btother. But what hopes foever the Papifts had
" of him at this time, when he knew nothing of the

defign of bringing in Popery, and had therefore

talked of fome points of Popery with the freedom
of an abftradied and fpeculative man ; yet he ex-

preffed another fenfe of the matter, when he came
to fee it v/as really intended to be brought in

among us. He then fpoke of Popery in the com-
plex at much another rate : And he feemed to

' have more zeal againft it, than I thousrht was in

his nature with relation to any points in contro-

verfy j for his abftradion made him feem cold in

2 all
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dll thofe matters. But he gave all who converfed r66i.
with him a very ditierent view^ of Popery, when v....»/«w

he faw we were really in danger of coming under
the power of a religion, that had, as he ufed to

fay, much of the wifdom that was earthly, fenfual,

and devilifh, but had nothing in it of the wifdom
that was from above, and was pure and peaceably.

He did indeed think the corruptions and cruelties

of Popery v/ere fuch grofs and odious things, thaE

nothing could have maintained that Church undeif

thofe juft and vifible prejudices, but the fe/eral

orders among them, which had an appearance of
mortification and contempt of the world, and
with all the trafn ^lat v/as among them maintain-
ed a face of piety and devotion. He alfo thought
the great and fatal error of the Reformation was^
that more of thofe houfes, and of that courfe of
life, free from the entanglements of vov/s and
other mixtures, was not preferved : So that the
Proteftant Churches had neither places of educa-
tion, nor retreat for men of mortified tempers. 1
have dwelt long upon this man's charafter. Bu>i

it was fo fmguiar that it feemed to deferve it*

And I was fo fmgularly blefs*d by knowing him as.

I did, that I am fure he deferved it of me, that I

fhould give fo full a view of him ; which I hope
may be of fome ufe to the world.

.^
When the timie fixed for the confecration of the The

Bifhops of Scotland came on, the EngUfn Bilhops Scotch

finding that Sharp and Leightoun hacTnot Epifco-
f^^J^^

pal ordination, as Priefts and Deacons, th^ other crated,

two having been ordained by Billiops before th^
wars, they ilood upon it, that they muft be or-^,

dain'd, firft Deacons and then Priefts. Sharp was
Very uneafy at this, and remembred them of what
had happened when King James had fet up Epif-.

jCopacy. Bifhop Andrews moved at that time the
\
ordaining them., as v/as now propofed : But that
:was overruled by King James, who thought it

I

went too far towards the unchurching of all thofe
Vol, L O who
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1661. who had no Bi(hops among them. But the late

war, and the difputes during that time, had raifed

thefe controverfies higher, and brought men to

ftri6ler notions, and to maintain them with more
fiercenefs. The Englifli Bifhops did alfo fay, that

by the late ail of uniformity that matter was more
pofitively fettled, than it had been before ; fo that

they could not legally confecrate any, but thofe

v.'ho were, according to that conftitution, made
fiflt Priefts and Deacons. They alfo made this

difference between the prefent time and King

James's : For then the Scots were only in an im-

perfed: Hate, having never had Bifhops among
them fince the Reformation ; fo in fuch a ftate of

things, in which they had been^under a real ne-

ceility, it was reafonable to allow of their orders,

how defective foever : But that of late they had

been in a ftate of fchifm, had revolted from their

Bifhops, and had thrown off that order ; fo that

orders given in fuch a wilful oppolition to the

whole conftitution of the primitive Church was a

thing of another nature. They were pofitive in

the point, and would not difpenfe with it. Sharp

ftuck more at it, than could have been expeded

from a man that had fwallowed down greater mat-

ters. Leightoun did not ftand much upon it. He
did not think orders given without Bifhops were

null and void. He thought, the forms of govern-

ment were not fettled by fuch pofitive laws as were

unalterable •, but only by Apoftolical pra6lices,

which, as he thought, authorifed Epifcopacy as

the beft form. Yet he did not think it necelTary

to the being of a Church. But he thought that

every Church might make fuch rules of ordination

as they pleafed, and that they might re-ordain all

that came to them from any other Church •, and

that the re-ordaining a Prieft ordained in another

Church imported no more, but that they received

him into orders according to their rules, and did

not infer the annulling the orders he had formerly

received.
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received. Thefe two were upon this privately or-

dained Deacons and Priefts. And then all the

four were confecrated publickly in the Abbey of
Weflminfter. Leightoun told me, he was much
ftruck with the feailing and jollity of that day : It

had not fuch an appearance of feriouihefs or piety,

as became the nev/ modellins; of a Church. When
that was over, he made fome attempts to work up
Sharp to the two defigns which polfelTed him moft.

The one was, to try what could be done towards
the uniting the Preltyterians and them. He offer-

ed Ufher's redudion, as the plan upon which they
ought to form their fchemes. The other was, to

:ry how they could inife men to a truer and higher
fenfe of piety, and bring the worfhip of that

Church out of their extempore methods into more
order -, and fo to prepare them for a more regular
vay of worfhip, which he thought was of much
Tiore importance than a form of government.
3ut he was amazed, when he obferved that Sharp
lad neither formed any fcheme, nor feemed fo

nuch as willing to talk of any. He reckoned,
hey would be eftablifhed in the next feffion of
Parliament, and fo would be legally poffeffed of
,heir Bifhopricks : And then every Bifliop was to
lo the beft he could to get dll once to fubmit to
iis authority : And when that point was carried,
hey might proceed to other things, as Ihould be
pund expedient : But he did not care to lay down
rny fcheme. Fairfoul, when he talked to him,
'?ad always a merry tale ready at hand to divert
im : So that he avoided all ferious difcourfe, and
ideed did not feem capable of any. By thefe
peans Leightoun quickly loft all heart and hope ;

'nd laid otten to me upon it, that in the whole
rogrefs of that affair ' there appeared fuch crofs
parafters of an angry providence, that, how fully
>ever he was fatisfied in his own mind as to Epif-
Ppacy icfelf, yet it feemed that God was againil
lem, and that they were not like to be the men

O 2 that
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1661. that fhould build up his Church; fo that the

v-^v-w llruggHng about it ieemed to him Hke a fighting

agaiiilt God. He who had the greateft hand in it

proceeded with fo much diffimulation ; and the

reft of the order were fo mean and fo felfifh -, and

the Earl of Midletoun, with the other fecular men
that condueted it, were i^6 openly impious and vi-

tioLis, that it did _ call a reproach on everything

relating to religion, to lee it managed by fuch in-

ftruments.

j^^^ All the fteps that were made afterwards were of

a piece with this melancholy beginning. Upon
the confecration of the Biflio^k the PrefoyLcries

ot Scotland that were ftill fitcii^Pbegan now to de-

clare openly againft Epifcopacy, and to prepare

protellations, or other a<5ls or inftruments, againft

them". Some were talking of entring into new en-

gagements againft ^the fubmitting to them. So

Sharp moved, that, fi nee the King had fet up

Epifcopacy, a Proclamation might be ifTued out,

forbidding Clergym.en to meet together in any

Preibytery, or other judicatory, till the Bifhops

fhould fettle a m.ethod of proceeding in them.

Upon the fetting out this Proclamation, a general

obedience was given to it : Only the minifters, to

keep up a fhew of acfting on an Ecclefiaftick au-

tliority, met once and entred into their Books a

proteftation againft the Proclamation, as an inva-

fion on the liberties ot the Church, to which they

declared they gave obedience only for a time, and

for peace fake. Sharp procured this without any

advice : And it proved very fatal. For when King

James brought in the BiPnops before, they had ftill

fuffered the inferiour judicatories to continue fit-

ting, till the Bifhops came, and fate down among
• them : Some of them protefted indeed againft that

:

Yet they fate on ever after : And fo the whole

Church had a face of unity, while all fate together

in the fame judicatories, tho' upon different prin-

ciples.
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ciples. The old Prefbyterians faid, they fate ftlll

as in a Court fettled by the laws of the Church
and State : And the' they looked on the Biiliops

fitting among them, and aflliming a negative vote,

as an ufurpation, yet, they faid, it did not infer a

nullity on the Court : Whereas now, by this fi-

lencing thefe Colirts, the cafe was much altered :

For if they had continued fitting, and the Bilhops

had come among them, they would have laid, .ic

was like the bearing with an ufurpation, when
there was no remedy : And what proteilations fo-

ever they might have made, or what oppofirion

foever they might have given the Bifliops, that

would have bedipcept within their own walls, but

would not have broken out into fuch a diftraftion,

as the nation was caft into upon this : All the op-

pofition that might have been made would have

died with thofe few that v/ere difpofed to make it

:

And, upon due care to fill the vacant places with

worthy and well affected men, the nation might
have been brought off from their prejudices. But
thefe Courts being now once broken, and brought

together afterwards by a fort of connivance, with-

out any legal authority, only as the Biihops affift-

ants and officials, to gi#e him advice, and to a6l

in his name, they pretended they could not fit in

them any more, unlefs they iliould change their

principles and become throughly Epifcopal, which
was too great a turn to be foon brought about.

So fatally did Sharp precipitate matters. He af-

feded to have the reins of the Church v/hoUy put

.

into his hands* The Earl of Lauderdale was not

forry to fee him commit errors ; fince the v/orfe

things were managed, his advices would be there-

by the more juftified. And the Earl of Midle-
toun and his party took no care of any bufinefs,

being almoft perpetually drunk : By which they

came in a great meafure to lofe the King. For,

tho', upon a frolick, the King, with a few in

O 3 VvhofQ
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whofe company he took pleafure, would fometimes

run into excefs, yet he did it feldom, and had a

very bad opinion of all that got into the habit and

love of drunkennefs.

The new The Bilhops came down to Scotland foon after

Eifhops their confecration, all in one coach. Leightoun
came ^^^^ j^g^ |-^g believed they were weary of him, for

Scothnd, ^^ ^^^ '^^'"y "^^^^ry of them : But he, finding they

intended to be received at Edinburgh with fome

pomp, left them at Morpeth, and came to Edin-

/ burgh a few days before them. He hated all the

appearances of vanity. He would not have the

title of Lord given him by his friends, and was

not eafy when others forced it^ him. In this I

always thought him too ftifF^It provoked the

other Biihops, and looked like fingularity and af-

fe<5lation, and farniflied thofe that were prejudiced

againft him with a fpecious appearance, to repre-

fent him. as a man of odd notions ahd practices.

The Lord Chancellour, with all the Nobility and

Privy Councellours, then at Edinburgh, went out,

together with the Magiftracy of the city, and

brought the Bilhops in, as in triumph. I looked

on : And tho' I was thoroughly Epifcopal, yet I

thought there was fomewhat in the pomp of that

entry, that did not look like the humility that

became their fundlion : Soon after their arrival,

fix other Biihops were confecrated, but not or-

dained Priefls and Deacons. The See of Edin-

burgh was for fome time kept vacant. Sharp

hoped that Douglas might be prevailed on to ac-

cept it : But he would enter into no treaty about

it. So the Earl of Midletoun forced upon Sharp

one Wijfhart, who had been the Marquis of Mon-
trofe's chaplain, and had been taken prifoner,

and ufed with fo much cruelty in the jayl of

Edinburgh, that it feem'd but juftice to advance

a man in that place, where he had fuffer'd fo

much.
The
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The feffion of Parliament came on in April 1662.

1 662 : Where the firil thing that was propofed hj ^—•—
the Earl of Midlecoun was, that fmce the aft -^^^^

refciffory had annulled all the Parliaments after brouo-ht

that held in the year 1633, the former laws in into Par-

favour of Epifcopacy were now again in force, li^imem.

the King had reftored that funclion which had
been fo long glorious in the Church, and for

which his bleffed father had fuffered fo much

:

And tho* the Bifhops had a right to come and

take their place in Parliament, yet it was a piece

of refpect to fend fome of every ilate to invite

them to come, and fit among them. This was
agreed to : So ug|n the meffage the Bifliops came
and took their places. Leightoun went not with

them, as indeed he never came to Parliament buc

when there was fom.ething before them that re- ^

lated to religion, ortofhe Church.

The firft ad that paffed in this feffion was for

reftoring Epifcopacy, and fettling the government

of the Church in their hands. Sharp had the

framing of this ad", as Primrofe told me. The
whole government and jurifdidion of the Chiirch

in the feveral diocefes was declared to be lodged ^

in the Bifhops, which they were to exercife with

the advice and affiftance of fuch of their clergy,

as were of known loyalty and prudence : All men
that' held any benefice in the Church were required

to own and fubmit to the government of the

Church, as now by law eftabhfiied. This was
plainly the fetting Epifcopacy on another bottom,

than it had been ever on in Scotland before this

time : For the whole body of the Prel'byterians

did formerly maintain fuch a fhare in the admi-

niftration, that the Biihops had never pretended

to any more, than to be their fettled Prefidents

with a negative voice upon them. But now k
was faid, that the whole power was lodged iimply

in the Bifhop, who was only bound to cany alon^_

with him in the adminiftration fo many-Frefbyters.,

O 4 as
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as he thought fit to fingle out, as his advifers and
aiTiftants ; which was the taking all power out of
the body of the Clergy : Church judicatories were
now made only the Bilhop's afllftants : And the

{e\Y of the Clergy that muft affift being to be pickt
out by him, that was only a matter of fliew •, nor
had they any authority lodged with them, all that

being vcfted only in the Biihop : -Nor did it efcape
cenfure, that among the qualifications of thofe

Prefbyters that were to be the Bifliop's advifers

and affiilants, loyalty and prudence were only
named j and that piety and learning were forgot,
w^hich muft always be reckoned the firft qualifica-

tions of the Clergy. As to ^le obligation to
own and fubmit to, the governiMit thus eftablilh-

ed by law, they faid, it vvas hard to fubmit to fo

high an authority as was now lodged with the
Biihops i but to require them to own it, leemed
to import ap antecedent approving, or at lead a
ftibfequent juftifying of fuch an auLhorit}^ which
carried the matter far beyond a bare obedience,
even to an impofing upon confjience. Thefe were
not only the exceptions made by the Prefbyterians,
but by the Epifcopal men themfelves, who had
never carried the argument farther in Scotland,
than for a precedency, with fome authority in or-

dination, and a negative in matters of jurifdi6tion,

They thought, the body of the Clergy ought to
be a check upon the Biibops, and that, VN^ithout

the confent of the majority, they ought not to
be legally impowercd to act in fo imperious a

manner, as was warranted by this ad. Many of
them would never fubfcribe to this form of own-
ing and lubm.itting : And the more prudent Bi^
Ihops did not impofe it on their Clergy, The
whole frame of the ^Cc was liable to great cen-
fure, It was thought an inexcufable piece of mad-
nefs, that, when a government was brought m

. iippn a nation fo averfe to it, the firfl jflep fliould

garry their power fo' high. All tk Bjfnops, ex-

2, cept
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cept Sharp, difowned their having any (hare in 1662.

the penning this ad: ; which indeed was pafs'd in w—v--^
haite, without due confideration. Nor did any of

the Bilhops, no not Sharp himfelf, ever carry

their authority fo high, as by the a6t they were

warranted to do. But all the enemies to Epifco-

pacy had this a6t ever in their mouths, to excufe

their not fubmitting to it ; and faid, it aiTerted a

greater ftretch of authority in Bifhops, than they

themfelves diought fit to alTume.

Soon after that act pafs'd, fome of the Preiby- Scruples

terian preachers were fummoned to anfwer before
oach"of fu-

the Parhament, for fome reflections made in their premacy,

ferrnons againft ,ppifcopacy. But nothing could

be made of it : For their words were general, and

capable of different fenfes. So it was refoived,

for a proof of their loyalty, to tender them the

oath of allegiance and fupremacy. That had ,

been enabled in the former Parliament, and was
refufed by none, but the Earl of Caflilis. He de-

fired, that an explanation might be made of the

fupremacy : The words of the oath were large :

And when the oath was enaded in England, a clear

explanation was given in one of the articles of the

Church of E,ngland, and more copioufly afterwards

in a difcourfe by Archbifhop UHier, publifhed by
King James's order. But the Parhament would
r,ot fatisfy him fo far. And they Vvcre well pleafed

to f e icruplt s raifed about the oath, that fo a colour

anight be put on their feverities againft fuch as

Jhould refufe it, as being men that refufed to fwear

allegiance to the King. Upon that the Earl of

Caffilis left the Parliament, and quitted all his

employments : For he was a. man of a moft inflexi-

ble firm.nefs. Many faid, there was no need of an

explanation, fmce how ambiguous foever the v/ords

might be in themfelves, yet that oath, being

; brought from Scotland to England, ought to be

underftood in the fame fenfe in which it was im-
pofed in that Kingdom. On the other hand, there

was
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1662. wasjufl reafon for feme mens being tender in fo

facred a matter as an oath. The Earl of CaflTilis

had offered to take the oath, provided he might

join his explanation to it. The Earl of Midletoun

was contented to let him fay what he pleafed, but

he would not fuffer him to put it in writing. The
Minifters, to whom it was now tendred, offered

to take it upon the fame terms -, and in a petition

to the Lords of the articles they offered their ex-

planation. Upon that a debate arofe, whether an

acl explanatory of the oath fhould be offered to the

Parliament, or not. This was tiie firfl time that

Leightoun appeared in Parliament. He preifedy

it might be done, with much zeal. He faid, tlie

land mourned by reafon of the many oaths that

had been taken : The words of this oath were cer-

tainly capable of a bad fenfe : In eompaffion to

Papifls a limited fenfe had been put on them in

England : And he thought there fhould be a like

tendernefs ihewed to Proteflants, efpecially when
the fcruple was juft, and there was an oath in the

cafe, in which the matter ought certainly to be

made clear : To adt otherwife looked like the lay-

ing fnares for people, and the making men offenders

for a word. Sharp took this ill from him, and

replied upon him with great bitternefs : And faid,

it was below the dignity of government to make
ads to fatisfy the weak fcruples of peevifh men :

It ill became them, who had impofed their Co-

venant on all people without any explanation, and

had forced all to take it, now to exped fuch ex-

traordinary favours. Leightoun infifted, that it

ought to be done for that very reafon, that all

people might fee a difference between the mild

proceedings of the government now, and their fe-

verity : And that it ill became the very fame per-

fons, who had com-plained of that rigour, now to

pradife it themfelves •, for thus it may be faid,

the world goes mad by turns. This was ill taken

^y the Earl of Midletoun, and all his parry : Foi*

they
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^they defigned to keep the matter fo, that the

Prefbyterians fhould be pofleiTed with many fcru-

pies on this head ; and that, when any of the party

fliOLild be brought before them, whom they be-

lieved in fault, but had not full proof againit, the

oath fliould be tendred as the trial ot their alle-

giance, and that on their refuiing it they fhould

cenfure them as ""they thought fit. So the Mini-
fters petition was rejeded, and they were required

to take the oath as it flood in the law, v/ithout

putting any fenfe upon it. They refufed to do it,

and were upon that condemned to perpstual ba-

].nifhment, as men that denied allegiance to the

. Kihg. And by this an er.gine was found out to

baniHi as many as they pieafed : For the refolu-

tion was taken up by the whole party to refuieit,

unlefs with an explanation. So foon did men
forget all their former complaints of the feverity

of impofing oaths, and began to fet on foot the

fame practices now, when they had it in their

power to do it. But how unbecoming foever this

rigour might be in laymen, it w^as certainly much
more indecent when managed by Clergymen. And
the fupremacy which was now turned againft the

Prefbyterians was,' not long after this, laid much
heavier on ' the Bifhops themfelves : And then

they defired an explanation, as much as the Pref-

byterians did now, but could not obtain it.

The Parliament was not fatisfied with this oath

:

For they apprehended, that many would infer,

-that, fince it came from England, it ought to be

nnderftood in the publick and eflablifhed fenfe of
the words that was pafs'd there, both in an article

of doftrine and in an aft of Parliament. There-
fore another oath was likewife taken from the

Englifh pattern, of abjuring the Covenant •, both
the League and the national Covenant. It is true,

this was only impofed on men in the magiftracy,

or in publick employments. By it all the Preiby-

temns were turned out : For this oath was decried

by
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by the Minifters as Httle lefs than open apoftacy
from God, and a throwing off their baptifmal
Covenant.

Debates The main bufmefs of this fefTion of ParHament,
about an now that Epifcopacy was fettled, and thefe oaths
aft of in- -^rgj-e enaded, was the paffing of the ad of in-
tmnity.

^^^^-^^y^ 'pj^g £^j.| ^f Midletoun had obtained
of the King an inftrudion to confent to the fining

of the chief offenders, or to other plmifhments
not extending to hfe. This was intended to en-

rich him and his party, fmce ail the rich and
great offenders would be flruck with the terror of
this, and choofe rather to make him a good pre-

fent, than to be fined on record, as guilty per-
fons. This matter was debated at the Council
in Whitehall.^ The Earls of Lauderdale and
Crawford argued againft it. They faid, the King

.
had granted a full indemnity in England, out of
which none were excepted but the regicides : It

Teemed therefore an unkind and an unequal way
of proceeding towards Scotland, that had merited
eminently at the King's hands ever fmce the year

1648, and fuffered much for it, that the one
Kingdom fhould not have the fame meafure of
grace and pardon that was granted in the other.

The Earl of Midletoun anfwered, that all he de*

fired was in favour of the loyal party in Scotland,

who were undone by their adhering to the King :

The revenue of the Crown was too fmall, and too

much charged, to repair their lofTes : So the King
had no other way to be jufi: to them, but to

make their enemies pay for their rebellion. Some
plaufible limitations were offered to the fines to

w^hich any fhould be condemned; as that they

fhould be only for offences committed fmce the

year 1650, and that no man fhould be fined in

above a year's rent of his eflate. Thefe were
agreed to. So he had an inflrudion to pafs an

ad of indemnity, with a power of fining reflrain'd

to thefe rules. There was one Sir George Mac-
kenzie,
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kenzie, fince made Lord Tarbot and Earl of Cro- 1662.
marty, a young man of great vivacity of parts, <^,.-v-^

but full of ambition, and had the art to recom-

mend himfelf to all fides and parties by turns, arid

has made a great figure in that country now above

fifty years. He had great notions of virtue and
religion : But they were only notions, at leaft

they have not had great efFe(5t on himfelf at all

times. He became now the Earl of Midletoun's

chief favourite. Primrofe was grown rich and
cautious : And his maxim having always been,

that, when he apprehended a change, he ought
to lay in for it by courting the fide that was de-

preffed, that fo in the next turn he might fecure

friends to himfelf, he began to think that the Earl

of Midletoun went too fafl: to hold out long. He
had often advifed him to manage the bufinefs of
refloring Epifcopacy in a flow progrefs. He had
formed a fcheme, by which it would have been
the work of feven years. But the Earl of Midle-
toun's heat, and Sharp's vehemence, fpoiled all

his projeft. The Earl of Midletoun after his

own difgrace faid often to him, that his advices

had been always wife and faithful : But he
thought Princes were more fenfible of fervices,

and more apt to reflect on them, and to reward
them, than he found they were.

When the fettlement of Epifcopacy was over, it wasde-

the next care v/as to prepare the ad of indemnity, fired that

Some propofed, that, befides the power of fining, ^"i"^

they lliould move the King, that he would con- ^cLaci!
fent to an inftruflidn, impowering them likcwife tated.

to put fome under an incapacity to hold any pub-
lick truft. This had never been propofed in pub-
lick. But the Earl of Midletoun pretended, that

many of the beft atfeded of the Farfiament had
propofed it in private to himfelf. So he fent the

Lord Tarbot up to the King with two draughts of
an ad of indemnity, the one containing an excep-
tion of fome peribns to be fined, and the other

con-
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containing likewife a claufe for the incapacitating

of fome, not exceeding twelve, from all publick

trull. He was ordered to lay both before the

King : The one was penned according to the

Earl of Midletoun's inftructions : The other was

drawn at the defire of the Parliament, for which

he prayed an infbruftion, if the King thought fit

to approve of it. The Earl of Lauderdale had no
apprehenfion of any defign againft himfelf in the

motion. So he made no objeftion to it. And an

inftruftion was drawn, impowering the Earl of

Midletoun to pafs an a6l with that claufe. Tar-

bot was then much confidered at Court, as one

of the moft extraordinary men that Scotland had

produced, and was the better liked, becaufe he was

looked on as the perfon that the Earl of Midle-

toun intended to fet up in the Earl of Lauderdale's

room, who was then fo much hated, that nothing

could have preferved him but the courfe that was

taken to ruin him. So Lord Tarbot went back

to Scotland. And the Duke of Richmond and

the Earl of Newburgh went down with him, by

whofe wild and ungoverned extravagancies the

Earl of Midletoun's whole condud: fell under fuch

an univerfal odium and fo much contempt, that,

as his own ill management forced the King to put

an end to his miniftry, fo he could not have ferved

there much longer with any reputation.

One inftance of unufual feverity was, that a

letter of the Lord Lorn's to the Lord Duffus was

intercepted, in which he did a little too plainly,

but very truly, complain of the pradlices of his

enemies in endeavouring to poffefs the King againft

him by many lies : But he faid, he had now dif-

covered them, and had defeated them, and had

gained the perfon upon whom the chief among
them depended. This was the Earl of Clarendon,

upon whom the Earl of Berkfhire had wrought fo

much, that he rcfolved to oppofe his reftoration

no more : And for this the Earl of Berkfhire was

to
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to have a thouland pounds. This letter was car-

ried into the Parliament, and complained of as

ieafing-making -, fince Lord Lorn pretended, he

had difcoyered the lies of his enemies to the King,

which was a fowing diflenlion between the King
and his fubjefls, and the creating in the King an

ill opinion of them. So the Parliament defired,

the King would fend him down to be tried upon
it. The King thought the letter very indiCcreetly

writ, but could not fee any thing in it that was
criminal. Yet, in compliance with the defire of
fo zealous a Parliament, Lord Lorn was fent down
upon his parole : But the King writ poiitively to

the Earl of Midletoun, not to proceed to the exe-

cution of any fentence that might pafs upon him.

Lord Lorn upon his appearance was made a pri-

foner : And an indidlment was brought againft

him for Ieafing-making. He made no defence :

But in a long fpeech he fet out the great provo-

cation he had been under, the many libels that

had been printed againfb him : Some of thefe had
been put in the King's own hands, to reprefent

him as unworthy of his grace and favour: So,

after all that hard ufage, it was no wonder, if he

had writ with fome Iharpnefs : But he protefted,

he meant no harm to any perfon ; his defign be-

ing only to preferve and fave himfelf from the

malice and lies of others, and not to make lies of
any. In conclufion, he fubmitted to the juftice of
the Parliament, and cafb himfelf on the King's

mercy. He was upon this condemned to die, as

guilty of Ieafing-making : And the day of his Lorn con-

execution was left to the Earl of Midletoun by demned.

the Parliament.

,
I never knew any thing more generally cried

out on than this was, unlefs it was the fecond fen-

tence pafs'd on him twenty years after this, which
had more fatal efFefts, and a more tragical con-
clufion. He was certainly born to be the fignaleft

inftance in this age of the rigour, or rather of

the
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1662. thfe mockery of juftice. AH that was faid at this

time to excufe the proceeding was, that it was
certain his life was in no danger. But fince that

depended on the King, it did not excufe thofe

who pafs'd fo bafe a fentence, and left to pofte-

rity the precedent of a Parliamentary judgment,
by which any man may be condemned for a let-

ter of common news. This was not all the fury

with which this matter was driven : For an ad
Was pafs'd againft all perfons, who fhould move
the King for reftoring the children of thofe who
w^ere attainted by Parliament ; which was an un-
heard-of reftraint on applications to the King for

bis grace and mercy. This the Earl of Midletoun
alfo pafs'd, tho*^^ he had no inftrudlion for it.

There was no penalty put in the ad : For it was-

a, maxim of the pleaders for prerogative, that the

fixing a punifliment \vas a limitation on the Crown :

Whereas an act forbidding any thing,- tho' Vith-^

dli-t a penalty, made the otfenders criminal : And
in that caie they did- reckon, that the punifliment

was arbitrary -, only that it could not extend to

life. " A Committee was next appointed for fetting

the fines. They proceeded without any regard

to the rules the Kins: had fet them. The moft
obnoxious compounded fecretly. No confidera-

tion was had either of mens crimes, oi' of their

eftates : No proofs were brought. Enquiries were
vnot fo much as made : But as men were delated,

they were marked dov/n for fuch a fine : And all

w-as tranfaded in a fecret Committee. When the

lift of the rrien and of their fines was read in

Parliament, exceptions v/ere made to divdrs 5 par-

ticularly fome who had been under age all . the

time of tranfgreffion, and othei* abroad. But to

every thing of that kind an anfwer was made, that

there would come a proper time in which every

man was to be heard in his own defence : For the

meaning of fetting the fine was only this, that

fuch perfons lliouid have no benefit by the aft of

inden*-
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indemnity, unlefs they paid the fine: Therefore 1662.

ev^ery one that could Hand upon his innocence, '«»nr«^

,and renounce the benefit of the indemnity, was

thereby free from the fine, which was only his

fompofition for the grace and pardon of the adb.

So all pals'd in that great hurry.

The other point, concerning the incapacity, was Some in-

carried farther than was perhaps intended at firft ;
j^eYbT'^''

tho' the Lord Tarbot allured me, he had from
^,^1:0:.

the beginning defigned it. It was infufed into all

people, that the King was weary of the Earl of

Lauderdale, but that he could not decently throw

him off, and that therefore the Parliament mufl

help him with a fair pretence for doing it. Yet

others were very apprehenfive, that the King could

not approve of a Parliament's falling upon a Mi-
nifler. So Lord Tarbot propofed two expedients.

The one was, that no perfon fliouid be named,

but that every member Ihould do it by ballot,

and fhould bring twelve names in a paper ; and

that a fecret Committee of three of every Eftate

fiiould make the fcrutiny -, and that they, without

making any report to the Parliament, ihould put

thofe twelve names on whom the greater number
fell in the aft of incapacity ; which was to be an

ad apart, and not made a claufe oi the a6l of in-

demnity. This was taken from the oftracifm in

Athens, and feem.ed the bell, method in an ad of

oblivion, in which all that was pafs'd was to be

forgotten: And no feeds of feuds would remaiH,

when it was not fo much as known againft whom
any one had voted. The other expedient was,

that a claufe ihould be put in the ad, that it

fhould have no force, and that the name? in ic

Ihould never be publiilied, unlefs the King Ihould

approve of it. By this means it was hoped, that,

if the King ihould difiike the whole thing, yet it

would be eafy to fofcen that, by letting him fee

how entirely the ad was in his power. EmiiTa^

ries were fent to every Parliament man, direding
' Vol. X. P him
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1662. him how to make his lift, that fo the Earls of

w-v-^ Lauderdale, Crawford, and Sir Robert Murray,
might be three of the number. This was ma-
naged fo carefully, that by a great majority they

were three of the incapacitated perfons. The Earl

of Midletoun pafs'd the a6t, tho* he had no in-

ftrudion about it in this form. The matter was
fo fecretly carried, that it was not let out till the

day before it was done : For they reckoned their

fuccefs in it was to depend on the fecrecy of it,

and in their carrying it to the l^ing, . before he
Ihould be poffeiled againft it by the Earl of Lau-
derdale, or his party. So they took great care to

vifit the packet, and to ftop any that fhould go
to Court poft : And all people were under fuch

terror, that no courage was left. Only Lord
Lorn fent one on his own horfes, who was to

, go on in crofs roads, till he got into Yorkfhire
j

for they had fecured every ftage to Durham. By
this means the Earl of Lauderdale had the news
three days before the Duke of Richmond and

The King Lord Tarbot got to Court. He carried it pre-
was dlf- fently to the King, v/ho could fcarce believe it.

\vrhlhis '
^^^ when he faw by the letters that it was certainly

true, he affurcd the Earl of Lauderdale, that he

v/ould preferve him, and never fufFer fuch a de-

ftruftive precedent to pafs. He iliid, he looked

for no better upon the Duke of Richmond's going

to Scotland, and his being perpetually drunk
there. This mortified the Earl of Lauderdale j

for it looked like the laying in an excufe for the

Earl of Midletoun. From the King, by his or-

ders, he went to the Earl 6f Clarendon, and told

all to him. He was amazed at it j and faid,

that certainly he had fome fecret friend that had
got into their confidence, and had perfuaded them
to do as they had done on defign to ruin them.

But growing more ferious, he added, he was fure

the King on his own account would take care

not to fuller fuch a thing to pafs : Otherwife no

man
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man could ferve him : If way was given to fuch a 1662.

method of proceeding, he himfelf would go out '

of his dominions as faft as his gout would fuffer

him.

Two days after this the Duke of Richmond and

Lord Tarbot came to Court. They brought the

E'ft of incapacity iealed up, together with a letter

from the Parliament, magnifying the Earl of Mi-

dletoun's fervices, and another letter figned by ten

of the BiQiops, fetting forth his zeal for the Church,

and his care of them all : And in particular they

fet out the defign he was then on, of going round

fome of the worft afFeded counties to fee the

Church eftablifhed in them, as a work that was

highly meritorious. At the fame time he fentover

the Earl of Newburgh to Ireland, to engage ths

Duke of Ormond to reprefent to the King the good

efteds that they began to feel in that Kingdom

from the Earl of Midletoun's adminiftration in

Scotland, hoping the King would not difcourage,

much lefs change fo faithful a minifter. The King

received the Duke of Richmond and Lord Tarbot

very coldly. When they delivered the ad of in-

capacity to him, he afiured them, it fhould never

be open'd by him. ; and faid, their iaft adings

were like madmen, or like men that were perpe-

tually drunk. Lord Tarbot faid, all was yet en-

tire, and in his hands, the ad being to live or to

die as he pleafed : He magnified the Earl of Mi-

dletoun's zeal in his fervice, and the loyal afiedi-

ons of his Parliament, who had on this occafion

confulted both the King*s fafety, and his honour :

The incapacity ad was only intended, to put it out

of the power of men, who had been formerly bad

inftruments, to be fo any more : And even that

was fubmitted by them to the King's judgment.

The King heard them patiently, and, without any

farther difcourfe on the fubjed, difmiffed them :

So they hoped they had mollified him. But the

Earl of Lauderdale turned the matter upon the

P 2 Earl



212

i66j2.

Great

pains

taken to

excul'e

iVlidle-

toun.

after the

given way
King,

The History of the Reigrt

Earl of Midletoun and Lord Tarbot, who had
made the King beHeve that the Parhament defired

leave to incapacitate fome, whereas no fuch d6-

fire had ever been made in Parhament : And then,

upon that mifreprefentation, had

to it, the Parliament was made to

believe, that the King defired, that fome might
be put under that cenfure : So that the abufe had

been equally put on both : Honours went by ballot

at Venice : But puniHiments had never gone fo,

lince the oftracifm at Athens, which was the fac-

tious pradice of a jealous Commonwealth, never

to be fet up as a precedent under a Monarchy :

Even the Athenians were aOiamed of it, when
Ariftides, the jufteft man among them, fell un-

der the cenfure : And they laid it afide not long

after.

The Earl of Clarendon gave up the thing as in-

excufable : But he ftudied to preferve the Earl of

Midletoun. The change newly made in the Church
of Scotland had been managed by him with zeal

and fuccefs : But tho' it was well begun, yet if

thefe laws were not maintained by a vigorous exe-

cution, the Prefbyterians, who were quite difpi-

rited by the fteddinefs of his condu6t, would take

heart again -, efpecially if they faw the Earl of Lau-

derdale grow upon him, whom they looked on as

theirs in his heart : So he prayed the King to for-

give one fingle fault, that came after fo much me-

rit. He alfo fent advices to the Earl of Midletoun

to go on in his care of eftabliiliing the Church,

and to get the Billiops to fend up copious accounts

of all that he had done. The King ordered him

to come up, and to give him an account of the

affairs in Scotland. But he feprefented the abfo-

lute neceffity of feeing fome of the laws lately made

put in execution: For it was hoped, the King's

difpleafure would be allayed, and go off, if fome

time could be but gained.

One
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One a6l pafs'd in the lall Parliament that re- i352.

ftored the rights of patronage, the tai<;ing away of k-*v-**^

which even Prefbytery could not carry till the year The Pref-

1649, in which they had the Parliament entirely ^^"5^"^^

in their hands. Then the eleflion of Minifters
}iij,J5.j.J^

'

was put in the Church feffion and the lay elders

:

So that, from that time all that had been admitted

to Churches came in v/ithout prefentations. One
claufe in the adl declared ail thefe incumbents to

be unlawful poITeiTors : Only it indemnified them
for what was paft, and required them before Mi-
chaelmas to take prefentations from the patrons,

who were obliged to give them being demanded,
and to get themfelves to be inftituted by the Bi-

fhops ; otherwife their Churches v^^ere declared va-

cant on Michaelmas day. This took in all the

young and hot. men : So the Prefoyterians had
inany meetings about it, in which they all refoived

not to obey the a6t. They reckoned, the taking

inftitution from a Bifhop was fuch an owning of
his authority, that it was a renouncing of all their

former principles : Whereas fome few that had a

mind to hold their benefices, thought that was on-

ly a fecular law that gave a legal right to their

tithes and benefices, and had no relation to their

fpiritual concerns ; and therefore they thought
they might fubmit to it, efpecially where Bifhops

were fo moderate as to impofe no fubfcription up-
on them, as the greater part were. But the refo-

lution taken by the main body of the Prefoyterians

was, to pay no obedience to any of the a6ls made
in this feffion, and to look on, and fee what the

State woul4 do. The Earl of Midletoun was na-

turally fierce, and that was heightened by the ill

'ftate of his affairs at Court : So he refoived on a
punftual execution of the law. He and all about
him were at this time fo conftantly difordered, by
high entertainments and other excelTes, that, even
in the fhort intervals between their drunken bouts,

they were not cool nor calm enough to confider

P 3 what
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what they were doing. He had alfo fo mean an^

opinion of the party, that he beUeved they would
comply v/ith any thing rather than lofe their be-

nefices. And therefore he declared, he would exe-

cute the law in its utmofb rigour. On the other

hand, the heads of the Prefbyterians reckoned,

that if great numbers were turned out all at once,

it would not be poffibie to fill their places on the-

fudden ; and that the government would be force4

to take them in again, if there were fuch a vacancy
made, that a great part of the nation were left del-

titute, and had no divine fervice among them.

For that which all the wifer of the party appre-

hended mofl was, that the Bifliops would go oq
ilowiy, and Tingle out fome that were more faftir

ous upon particular provocations, and turn them
out by degrees, as they had men ready to put in

their' room •, which would have been more infen-

fible, and more excufable, if indifcreet zealots had,

as it were, forced cenfures from them. The ad-

vice fent over all the country, from their leaders

•who had fettled meafures at Edinburgh, was, that

they fhmild do and fay nothing that might give a

particular diftafle, but fhould look on, and do
their duty as long as they were connived at ; ancj

that if any proclamation fhould be iffued out,

commanding them to be filent, they fhould alj

obey at once. In thefe meafures both fides were
deceived in their expedations. The Bifhops went
to their feveral diocefes : And according as the

people flood aftefted they were well or ill received

:

And they held their fynods every where in O6lor

ber. In the northern parts very few flood out

:

But in the weftern parts fcarce any came to them.

The Earl of Midletoun went to Glafgow before

Michaelmas. So when the time fixed by the ad-

was pafs'd, and that fcarce any one in all thofe

Counties had paid any regard to it, he called a

meeting of the Privy Council, that they might
confider what was fit to be done. Duke Hamiltofi

toid
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told me, they were all fo drunk that day^ that 1662.

1they were not capable of confidering any thing v-rs--^

that was laid before them, and would hear of no-

thing but the executing the law without any re-

lenting or delay. So a proclamation was iilyed

out, requiring all who had their livings without

prefentations, and who had not obeyed the late

aft, to give over all farther preaching, or ferving

the cure, and to withdraw from their pariihes im-

mediately : And the military men that lay in the

country were ordered to pull them out of their pul-

pits, ifthey fhould prefumeto go on in their functi-

ons. This was oppoied only by Duke Hamilton, and

Sir James Lockhart, father to Sir William Lock-
hart. They reprefented, that the much greater

part of the preachers in thefe Counties had come
into their Churches fmce the year 1 649 •, that they

were very popular men, both efteemcd and be-^

loved of their people : It would be a great fcan-

dal, if they Ihould be turned out, and none be

ready to be put in their places : And it would not

be poflible to find a competent nu;nber ofwell qua-r

lified men, to fill the many vacancies that this pro-

clamation would make. The Earl of Midletoun

would hear of nothing, but the immediate execu-^

tion of the law. So the proclamation wa§ iffued

out : And upon it above two hundred Churches

were fhut up in one day : And above one hundred
and fifty more were to be turned out for not obey-

ing, and fubmitting to the BiHiops fummons to

their fynods. All this was done without confider-

ing the confequence of it, or communicating it tq

the other Bifliops. Sharp faid to my felf, that he

knew nothing of it -, nor did he imagine, that fo

raOi a thing could have been done, till he faw it

in print. He was glad that this was done with-

out his having any ifliare in it : For by it he was
furnifhed with fomewhat, in which he was no way
concerned, upon which he might call all the blame

of ^U that followed. Yet this was fvutablo enough
P 4 J.a
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to a maxim that he and all that fort of people kt
up,, that the execution of laws was that by which
all governments maintained their ftrength, as well

as their honour. The Earl of Midletoun was fur-

prized at this extraordinary fubmiffion of the Pref-

byterians- He had iancicd, that the greateft part

would have complied, and that fome, of the more
intraftable would have done fome extraordinary

thing, to have juftiiied the feverities he would
have exercifed in that cafe •, and was difappointed

both ways. Yet this obedience of a party, fo little

accuftomed to it, was much magnified at Court.

It was faid, that all plied before him : They knew
he was fleddy : So they faw how neceiTary it was
not to change the management, if it was really in-

tended to preferve the Church. Lord Tarbot told

me, that the King had expreffed to himfelf the

efteem he had for Sheldon, upon the account of

the courage that he fhewed in the debate concern-

ing the execution of the aft of Uniformity at the

day prefixed, which was St. Bartholomew's ; For
fome fuggelled the danger that might arife, if the

aiSt were vigoroufly executed, from thence it

feems the Earl of Midletoun concluded, the zeal

he Ihewed now would be fo acceptable, that all

form.er errouis would be forgiven, if he went
through with it ; as indeed he ftuck at nothing.

Yet the clamour of putting feveral Counties, as it

were, under an interdift, was very great. So all

endeavours were ufed to get as many as could bc'

had to fill thofe vacancies. And among others I

was much preffed, both by the Earl of Glencairn

and the Lord Tarbot, to go into any of the va-.

cant Churches that I liked. I was then but nine-

teen : Yet there is no law in Scotland limiting the

age of a prieft. And it was upon this account

that I was let fo far into the fecret of all affairs :

For they had fuch an imagination of fome fervice

1 might do them, that they treated me with a very

particular freedom and confidence. But I had

imbibe4



of King G H A R L E s y..

imbibed the principles of moderation fo early,

that, tho' I was entirely Epifcopal, yet I would
not engage with a body of men, that feemed to

•have the principles and tempers of Inquifitors in

them, and to have no regard to religion in any of

their proceedings. So I flood upon my youth,

and could not be wrought on to go to the well: -,

'tho- the Earl of Glencairn offered to carry me with

;him under his protedion.

' There was a fort of an invitation fent over the

Kingdom, hke a hue and cry, to all perfons to

-accept of benefices in the weft. The livings were

generally well endowed, and the parfonage houfes

;'were well built, and in good repair : And this drew
-many very worthiefs perfons thither, who had
little learning, lefs piety, and no fort ot difcretion.

^They came thither with great prejudices againft A general

them, and had many difficulties to wreftle with, character

The former incumbents, who were for the moft
.part Proteftors, were a grave fort of people. Their
Ipirits were eager, and their tempers four : But
they had an appearance that created refped:. They
were related to the chief families in the country,

either by blood or marriage ; and had lived in fo

decent a manner, that the Gentry paid great ref-

ped to them. They ufed to vifit their parifhes

much, and were fo full of the fcriptures, and fo

ready at extempore prayer, that from that they

grew to pradife extempore fermons : For th«

cuftom in Scotland was after dinner or fupper to

read a chapter in the fcripture : And where they

happened to come, if it was acceptable, they oh
the fudden expounded the chapter. They had
brought the people to fuch a degree of knowledge,
that cottagers and fervants would have prayed ex-

tempore. I have often overheard them at it:

And, tho' there was a large mixture of odd ftufF,

yet I have been ailonifhed to hear how copious
and ready they were in it. Their Minifters gene-
rally brought theni about them on the funday

nights,.
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1662. nights, -where the fermons were talked over ; and
every one, women as well as men, were deiired to

fpeak their fenfe and their experience : And by
thefe means they had a comprehenfion of matters

of religion, greater than I have (Qen among people

of that fort any where. The preachers went all in

one track, of railing obfervations on points of

dodrine out of their text, and proving thefe by
reafons, and then of applying thofe, and fhewing

the ufe that was to be made of fuch a point of

dodrine, both for inftrudion and terrour, for ex-

hortation and comfort, for trial of themfelves up-

on it, and for furnifhing them with proper diredi-

o»s and helps : And this was fo methodical, that

the people grew to follow a fermon quite through

every branch of it. To this fome added, the re-

folving of doubts concerning the ftate they were

in, or their progrefs or decay in it ; which they

called cales of confcience : And thefe were taken

from what their people faid to them at any time,

very oft being under fits of melancholy, or va-

pours, or obftrudions, which, tho' they flowed

from natural caufes, were looked on as the work
of the fpirit of God, and a particular exercife to

them ; and they fed this difeafe of weak minds too

much. Thus they had laboured very diligently,

tho* with a wrong method and wrong notions. But

as they lived in great familiarity with their people,

and ufed to pray and to talk oft with them in pri-

vate, fo it can hardly be imagined to what a de-

gree they were loved and reverenced by them.

They kept fcandalous perfons under a fevere difci-

pline : For breach of fabbath, for an oath, or the

leaft: diforder in drunkennefs, perfons were cited

before the Church feffion, that confided of ten or

twelve of the chief ©f the parilh, who with the

, Minifter had this care upon them, and were fo^

lemniy reproved for it : For fornication they were

not only reproved before thefe ; but there was a

high place in the church called the ftool or pillar

of
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of repentance, where they fate at the times of wor-

Ihip for three Lords-days, receiving admonitions,

and making profeffion of repentance on all thofe

days ; which fqme did with many tears, and feri-

ous exhortations to all the reft, to take warning
by their fall : For adultery they were to fit fix

months in that place, covered with fackcloth.

Thefe things had a grave appearance. Their
faults and defefts were not lb confpicuous. They
Jiad a very fcanty meafure of learning, and a nar^

row compafs in it. They were little men, of a
very indifferent fize of capacity, and apt to fly out

into great excefs of pafTion and indifcretion. They
were fervile, and too apt to fawn upon, and flat-

ter their admirers. They were affedbed in their

deportment, and very apt to cenfure all who dif-

fered from them, and to believe and report what-
foever they heard to their prejudice. And they

were fuperftitious and haughty. In their fermons
they were apt to enlarge on the ftate of the prefent:

time, and to preach againft the fins of Princes and
Courts : A topick that naturally makes men popu-
lar. It has an appearance of courage : And the

people are glad to hear thofe fins infifted on, in

which they perceive they have no lliare, and to be-
lieve that all the judgments of God come down
by the means and procurement of other mens fins.

But their opinions about the independence of the

Church and Clergy on the Civil power, and their

readinefs to ftir up the people to tumults and wars,
was that which begot fo ill an opinion of them at

this time in all men, that very few, who were not
deeply engaged with them in thefe conceits, pitied

them piuch under all the ill ufage they now met
with. I hope this is no impertinent nor ungrateful

digrefTion. It is a juft and true account of thefe

men and thofe times, from which a judicious
reader will make good inferences. I will conclude
fhis with a judicious anfwer that one of the wifeft

fnd beft of themj Coivil, who fucceeded Leigh-

tcu;;i
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toue in the Headfhip of the College of Edinburgh,
made to the Earl of Midletoun, when he prefs'd

him in the point of defenfive arms to tell plainly,

his opinion, whether they were lawful or not. He
faid, the queflion had been often put to him, and
he had always declined to anfwer it : But to him
he plainly faid, he wiihed that Kings and their

Minifters Vv'ould believe them lawful, andTo go-
vern as men that expect to be refilled ; but he
wiihed, that all their' fubjeds would believe them
to be unlawful, and fo the world would be at

quiet.

Prejudices I do now return to end the account of the ftate
mfufed ^f j.|^^|. country at this time. The people were

Em'fco-
niuch troubled, v/hen fo many of their Minifters

pacy. were turned out. Their Minifters had, for fome
months before they were thus lilenced, been in-

. fufing this into their people, both in publick and
private ; that ail that was defigned in this change
of Church government was to deftroy the power
of godlinefs, and to give an impunity to vice

;

that Prelacy was a tyranny in the Church, fet on

by ambitious and covetous men, who aimed at

nothing but authority and wealth, luxury and idle-

nefs ; and that they intended to encourage vice,

that they might procure to themfelves a great party

among the impious and immoral. The people,

thus prepolTefled, feeing the Earl of Midletoun,

and all the train that followed him thro' thofe

Counties, running into excefles of all forts, and

railing at the very appearance of virtue and fobri-

ety, were confirm.ed in the belief of all that their

Minifters had told them. What they had heard

concerning Sharp's betraying thofe that had em-
ployed him, and the other Biftiops, who had taken

the Covenant, and had forced it on others, and

now preach'd againft it, openly owning that' they

had in fo doing gone againft the exprefs di6tate of

their own confcience, did very much heighten ail

their prejudices, and fixed them fo in them, that

it
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it was fcarce poffible to conquer them afterwards. 1662.
AJl this was out of meafure increafed by the new v-nr*^

incumbents, who were put in the places of the

ejefted preachers, and were generally very mean
and defpicable in all refpefts. They were the

worfl: preachers I ever heard : They were ignorant

to a reproach : And many of them were openly
vitious. They were a difgrace to their orders,

and the facred fundions ; and were indeed the

dreg and refufe of the northern parts. Thofe of
them, who arofe above contempt or fcandal, were
men of fuch violent tempers, that they were as

much hated, as the others were defpifed. This
was the fatal beginning of reftoring Epifcopacy in

Scotland, of which few of the Bilhops feemed to

have any fenfe. Fairfoul, the moft concerned,
had none at all : For he fell into a paralytick ftate,

in which he languilhed a year before he died. I

have thus opened the firft fettlemcnt in Scotland :

Of which I my felf obferved what was vifible,

and underftood the more fecret tranfadlions from
thofe, who had fuch a (hare in them, that it was
not poffible for them, to miftake them : And I

had no reafon to think they intended to deceive,

or mifinform me.

I will in the next pl^,ce change the climate, 1660.
and give as particular an " account as I can of the ^-^-v—

»

fettlement of England both in Church and State :
Theaf-

Which, tho' it will be perhaps imperfed, and will
||;'|and

in fome parts be immethodical, yet I am well "^

afTured it will be found true -, having picked it

up at feveral times, from the Earl of Lauderdale,
Sir Robert Murray, the Earl of Shaftfbury, the
Earl of Clarendon the fon of the Lord Chancel-
lour, the Lord Mollis, and Sir Harbottle Grim-
ftone, who was the Speaker of the Houfe of Com-
mons, under whofe proteflion I lived nine years,
when I was preacher- at the Rolls, he being then
Matter of the Rolls. From fuch hands I could

5 not
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1 660, not be mifled, when I laid all together, and con-

lidered what reafon I had to make allowances for

the different accounts that diverHty of parties and
interefts may lead men to give, they too eafily

believing fome things, and as eafily rejecting others,

as they Hood affeded.

After the King came over, no perfon in the

Houle of Commons had the courage to move
the offering propofitions, for any limitation of

prerogative, or the defining of any doubtful points.

All was joy and rapture. If the King had ap-

plyed himfelf to bufinefs, and had purfued thofe

defigns which he ftudied to retrieve all the reft of

his reign, when it was too late, he had probably

in thole firft tranfports carried every thing that

he would have defired, either as to revenue or

power. But he was fo given up to pleafure, that

he devolved the management of all his affairs on

the Earl of Clarendon ; who, as he had his breed-

ing in the law, fo he had all along declared him-

felf for the ancient liberties of England, as well as

for the rights of the Crown. A domeftick acci-

dent had happened to him, which heightened his

zeal for the former. He, when he began to grow
eminent in his profeffion, came down to fee his

aged father, a gentleman of Wiltfhire : Who, one

day, as they were walking in the field together,

told him, that men of his profeffion did often

llretch law and prerogative, to the prejudice of

the liberty of the fubjed;, to recommend and ad-

vance themfelves : So he charged him, if ever he

grew to any eminence in his profeffion, that he

ihould never facrifice the laws and liberties of his

country to his own interefts, or to the will of a

" Prince. He repeated this twice : And immediately

he fell into a fit of an apoplexy, of which he died

in a few hours. This the Earl of Clarendon totd

'•the Lady Ranelagh, who put him often in mind

of it : And from her I had it. I

He I
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He refolved not to ftretch the prerogative be- 1660
yond what it was before the wars, and would nei- *—-v-*-^

therfet afide the Petition of Right, nor endeavour ^^^^,^?'

to raife the Courts of the Star Chamber or the^^^l?^
tilifJ. iilU**

High CommiiTion again, which could have been derate no-

cafil}^ done, if he had fet about it : Nor did he ^^0^3.

think fit to move for the repeal of the ad for tri-

ennial Parliaments, till other matters were well

fettled. He took care indeed to have all the

things that were extorted by the long Farliamenc

from King Charles I. to be repealed. And fmce
the difpute of the power of the Militia was the

moft important, and the moft infilled on, he was
very earneft to have that clearly determined for

the future. But as to all the afts relating to pro-

perty, or the juft limitation of the prerogative,

fuch as the matter of the Ihip-money, the ton-

nage and poundage, and the Habeas Corpus ad,
he did not touch on thefe. And as for the Hand-
ing revenue, 1 200000 1. a year was all that was
afked : And, tho' it was much more than any of
our Kings had formerly, yet it was readily granted.

This was to anfwer all the ordinary expence of the

government. It was believed, that if two millions

had been afked, he could have carried it. But
he had no mind to put the King out of the ne-

ceffity of having recourfe to his Parliament. The
King came afterwards to believe, that he could
have raifed both his authority and revenue much
higher, but that he had no mind to carry it far-

ther, or to truft him too much. Whether all

thefe things could have been got at that time, or
not, is above my conjedure. But this I know,
that all the Earl of Clarendon's enemies after his

fall faid, thefe things had been eafily obtained, if

he had taken any pains in the matter, but that he
himfelf had no mind to it : And they infufed this

into the King, fo that he believed it, and hated
him mortally on that account. And in his difficul-

ties afterwards he iaid often, all thofe things might
- have
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have been prevented, if the Earl of Clarendon Had
been true to him.

Venner's ^^^ King had not been many days at White-

fury, hall, when one Venner, a violent fitth-monarchy

man, who thought it was not enough to believe

that Ghrift was to reign on earth, and to put the

faints in the pofTeffion of the Kingdom^ (an opi-

nion that they were all unfpeakably fond of,) bur

added to this, that the faints were to take the

Kingdom themfelves. He gathered fome of the

moft furious of the party to a meeting in Cole-

man ftreet. There they concerted the day and the

manner of their rifing to fet Chrift on his Throne,

as they called it. But withal they meant to ma-
nage the government in his name ; and were fo

formal, that they had prepared ftandards and co-

lours with their devices on them, and furnilhed

themfelves with very good arms. But when the

day camej there was but a fmall appearance, not

exceeding twenty. However they refolved to ven-

ture out into the ftreets, and cry out. No King
but Chrift. Some of them feemed perfuaded that

Chrift would come down, and head them. They
fcoured the ftreets before them, and made a great

progrefs. Some were afraid, and all were amazed

at this piece of extravagance. They killed a great

many, but were at laft maftered by numbers

:

And were all either killed, or taken and executed.

Upon this fome troops of guards were raifed. And
'

there was a great talk of a defign, as foon as the

Army was difbanded, to raife a force that fhould

be fo chofen and modelled that the King might

depend upon it ; and that it ftiould be fo confider-

able, that there might be no reafon to apprehend

new tumults any more. The Earl of Southamp-

ton looked on a while : And, when he faw how
this defign feemed to be entertained and magni-

fied, he entered into a very free expoftulation with

the Earl of Clarendon about it. He faid, they

had felt the effects of a military government, the'

fober
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fobjT and religiouSj in Cromwell's army : He be-

iieved vitious and diffoliite troops would be much '

worfe : The King would grow fond of them : And
they would quickly become infolcnt and ungo-
vernable : And then, fuch men as he was m.uft be

"only inftruments to ferve their ends. He faid,

he would not look on, and fee the ruin of his

country begun, and be filent : A white ftaff

Ihould not bribe him. The Earl of Clarendon

was perfuaded he was in the right, ,and promifed

he would divert the King from any other force,

than what might be decent to make a fliew with,

and what might ferve to difperfe unruly multi-

tudes. The Earl of Southampton faid, if it went
no farther he could bear it ; but it would not be

eafy to fix fuch a number, as would pleafe our
Princes, and not give jealoufy. The Earl of
Clarendon perfuaded the King, that it was necef-

fary for him to carry himfelf with great caution,

till the old Army lliouid be difbanded : For, if

an ill humour got among them, they knew both
their courage and their principles, which the pre-

fent times had for a while a little fuppreffed : Yet
upon any juft jealoufy there might be great caufe

to fear new and more violent diforders. By thefe

means the King was fo wrought on, that there

was no great occafion given for jealoufy. The
Army was to be difbanded, but in fuch a manner,
vyith fo much refpe6t, and fo exadt an account of
arrears, and fuch gratuities, that it looked rather

to be the difmiffing them to the next opportunity,

and a referving them till there ihould be occafion

for their fervice, than a breaking of them. They^
were certainly the braveft, the beft difciplined, and
the foberefl Army that had been known in thefe

latter ages : Every fcldier was able to do the func-

tions ot an officer. The Court was in great quiet,

when they got rid of fuch a burdea, as lay on
them from tl-^e fear of fuch a body of men. The
guards, and the new tropps that were raifed, were

Vox. I. Q^ - made
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made up of fuch of the Army as Monk recom-

mended, and anfwered for. And with that his

great intereft at Court came to a ftand. He was

little confidered afterwards.

The trial
^^ '^^^ thing the temper of the nation appeared

andcxe- to be contrary to fevere proceedings: For, tho'

cutionof the Regicides were at that time odious beyond all

^'^'J^^'^g^'
expreffion, and the trials and executions of the

firft that fuffered were run to by vaft crouds, and

all people feemed pleafed with the fight, yet the

odioufnefs of the crime grew at lafh to be fo much
flatten'd by the frequent executions, and by moft

of thofe who fuffered, dying with much firmnefs

and fhew of piety, juftifying all they had done,

not without a feeming joy for their fuffering on

that account, that the King was advifed not to

proceed farther, at leaft not to have the fcene fo

near the Court as Charing-crofs. It was indeed

remarkable that Peters, a lort of an enthufiaftical

buffoon preacher, tho' a very vitious m.an, who
had been of great ufe to Cromwell, and had been

outragious in prefTing the King's death with the

cruelty and rudenefs of an Inquifitor, was the

man of them ail that was the moft funk in his

fpirit, and could not in any fort bear his punifhment.

He had neither the honefty to repent of it, nor

the ftrength of mind to fuffer for it as all the reft

of them did. He was obferved all the while to

be drinking fome cordial liquors to keep him

from fainting. Harrifon was the firft that fuffer-

ed. He was a fierce and bloody enthufiaft. And
it was believed, that while the army was in doubt,

whether it was fitter to kill the King privately, or

to bring him to an open trial, that he offered, it

a private way was fettled on, to be the man that

fhould do it. So he was begun with. But, how-

ever reafonable this mi2;ht be in itfelf, it had a

very ill effed : For he was a man of great heat

and refolution, fixed in his principles, and fo per-

fuaded of them, that he never looked after any
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iriterefls of his own, but had oppofed Cromwell
when he fet up for himfelf. He went thro' all the

indignities and feverities of his executionj in which

the letter of the law in cafes of treafon was punc-

tually obferved, with a calmnefs, or rather a chear-

fulnefs, that aftonifhed the fpeftators. He fpoke

very pofitively, that what they had done was the

caufe and work of God, which he was confident

God would own and raife up again, how much
foever it fufFered at that time. Upon this a re-

port was fpread, and generally believed, that he

laid, he himfelf fhould rife again : Tho' the party

denied that, and reported the words as I have fet

them down* One perfon efcaped, as was reported

j

merely by his vices : Henry Martin, who had been

a moft violent enemy to Monarchy. But all that

he moved for, was upon Roman or Greek prin-

ciples. He never entered into matters ofReligion^

but on defign to laugh both at them and all mo-^

rality ; tor he was both an impious and vitious

man. And now in his imprifonment he deliver'd

himfelf up to vice and blafphemy. It was faid,

that this helped him to fo many friends, that upon
that very account he was fpared. John Goodwin
and Milton did alfo efcape all cenfure, to the fur-

prize of all people. Goodwin had fo often not'

only juftified, but magnified the putting the King
to death, both in his fermons and books, that few

thought he could have been either forgot or ex-

cufed ; for Peters and he were the only preachers

that fpoke of it in that ftrain. But Goodwin had
been fo zealous an Arminian, and had fown fuch

divifion among ail the fe6taries upon thefe heads,

that it was faid this procured him friends. Upon
what account foever it was, he was notcenfured.

Milton had appeared fo boldly, tho' with much
wit and great purity and elegancy of ftyle^ againft

Salmafius and others, upon that argument ot put-

ting the King to death, and had difcovered fuch

'Violence againft the late King and all the Royal
'family, and againft Monarchy, that it was thought

Q^ 2 a ftrange
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1^60, a llrange omiilion if he was forgot, and an odd
c#-v-w ftrain of clemency, if it was intended he fhould

be forgiven. He was not excepted out of the a6t

of indemnity. And afterwards he came out of

his concealment, and lived many years much vifited

by all ftrangers, and much admired by all at home
for the poems he writ, tho' he was then blind

;

chiefly that of Paradife Loft, in which there is

a noblenefs both of contrivance and execution,

that, tho* he affelled to write in blank verfe with-

out rhime, and made-many new and rough words,

yet it was efteemed the beautifullelt and perfedeft

poem that ever was writ, at leaft. in our language,

r^ But as the fparing thefe perfons was much cen-

fured, fo on the other hand the putting Sir Henry

Vane's Vane to death was as much blamed : For the de-

charafter. claration from Breda being full for an indemnity to

all, except the Regicides, he was comprehended
in that ; fmce, tho' he was for changing the go-

vernment, and depofing the King, yet he did not

approve-of the putting him to death, nor of the

force put on the Parliament, but did for fome
time, while thefe things were aded, withdraw

from the fcene. This was fo reprefented by his

friends, that an addrefs was made by both Houfes

on his behalf, to v/hich the King gave a favoura-

ble anfwer, tho' in general words. So he reckoned

that he was fafe, that being equivalent to an acl of

Parliament, tho' it wanted the neceffary forms.

Yet the great fhare he had in the attainder of the

Earl of Strafford, and in the whole turn of af-

fairs to the total change of government, but above

a.n the great opinion that was had of his parts and

capacity to embroil matters again, made the Court

think it necelTary to put him out of the way. He
was naturally a very fearful man ; This one who
knew him well told me, and gave me eminent in-

jlance-s of it. He had a head as darkened in his

aotions of religion, as his mind was clouded with

fear:
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fear : For the' he fet up a form of religion in a way 1601.

of his own, yet it conlifted rather in a withdraw- »—-v

—

ing from all other forms, than in any new or par-

ticular opinions or forms ; from which he and his

party were called Seekers, and feemcd to wait for

feme new and clearer manifeftations. In thefe

meetings he preached and prayed often himfelf^

but with fo peculiar a darknefs, that tho* I have

fometimes taken pains to fee if I couid find out

his meaning in his works, yet I could never reach

it. And fince many others have faid the fame, it

may be reafonable to believe he hid fomewhat that

was a necelTary key to the reft. His friends told

me, he leaned to Origen's notion of an univerfal

falvation of all, both of devils and the damned,
and to the doftrine of pre-exiftence. When he

faw his death was defigned, he compofed himfeif to

it, with a refolution that furprifed all wlio knew
how little of that was natural to him. Some in-

ftances of this were very extraordinary, tho' they

'

cannot be mentioned with decency. He was be- And exe-

headed on Tower- Hill, where a new and very in-
c"^'""-

decent prad:ice was begun. It was obferved, that

the dying fpeeches of the Regicides had left im-.

preflions on the hearers, that were not at all to the

advantage of the government. So ftrains of a pe-

culiar nature being expected from him, to prevent

that, drummers were placed under the fcatfold,

who as foon as he began to fpeakof thepublick,

upon a fign given, ftruck up with theit drums.
This put him in no diforckr. He defired they

might be flopped, for he underftood what was
meant by it. Then he went thro' hiis devotions.

And, as he was taking leave of thofe about him,
he happening to fay fomewhat with relation to

I

the times, the drums ftruck up a fecond time :

!
So he gave over, and died with fo much compofed-

I nefs, that it was generally thought, the govern-
ment had loft more than it had gained by his

death.

0^3 The
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1 661, The aft of indemnity pafs'd with very few ex-

i—v-^-* ceptions ; at which the Cavaliers were highly dif-
"^^^ ^?"S fatisfied, and made great complaints of it. In

Sf up'ta ^^^ difpofal of offices and places, as it was not pof-

his plea, fible to gratify all, fo there was little regard had
Aires, 1:0 mens merits or fervices. The King was deter-

mined to moft of thefe by the cabal that met at

Miflrefs Palmer's lodgings. And tho* the Earl

of Clarendon did often prevail with the King to

alter the refolutions taken there, yet he was forced

to let a greiat deal go that he did not like. He
would never make applications to Miftrefs Palmer,

nor let any thing pafs the feal in which Ihe was

named, as the Earl of Southampton would never

fuffer her name to be in the treafury books. Thofe

virtuous Minifters thought it became them, to let

the world fee that they did not comply with the

. King in his vices. But whether the Earl of Cla-

rendon fpoke fo freely to the King about his courfe

of life, as v/as given out, I cannot tell. When
the Cavaliers faw, they had not that fliare in places

that they expected, they complained of it fo highly,

that the Earl of Clarendon, to excufe the King's

pafling them by, was apt to beat down the value

they fet on their fervices. This laid the founda-

tion of an im.placable hatred in many of them,

that was compleated. by the extent and compre-

Theaaofhenflvenefs of the ad; of indemnity, which cut ojff

indemnity their hopes of being re-imburfed out of the fines,

minmn- jf nQj- ^]^q confifcations of thofe, who had during

the courfe of the wars been on the Parliament's

fide. It is true, the firft Parliament, called, by

way of derogation, the Convention, had been too

much on that fide not to fecure themfelves and

^ their friends. So they took care to have the moft

comprehenfive words put in it, that could be

thought of. But when the new Parliament waj^

called a year after, in which there was a defign to

fet afide the a<5t of indemnity, and to have brought

in a new one, the King did fo pofitively infift on

his
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his adhering to the ad of indemaity, that the de- 1661.

fign of breaking into it was laid afide. The Eari u*-<»r«-/

of Clarendon owned it was his counfcl. Ads or

-promifes of indemnity, he thought, ought to be

held facred : A fidelity in the oblervation of them

was the only foundation, upon which any govern-

ment could hope to quiet {"editions or civil wars :

And if people once thought, that thofe promifes

were only made to deceive them, without an in-

tention to obferve them religioully, they would

never for the future hearken to any treaty. He
often faid, it was the making thofe promifes had

brought the King home, and it was the keeping

them muft keep him at home. So that whole

work from beginning to the end was entirely his.

The angry men, that were thus difappointed of all

their hopes, made a jeft of the title of it, " An
** ad of oblivion and of indemnity ;" and faid, the

King had pafs'd an ad of oblivion for his friends,

and of indemnity for his enemies. To load the

Earl of Clarendon the more, it was given out

that he advifed the King to gain his enemies, fmce

he v/as fure of his friends by their principles.

With this he was often charged, tho' he always de-

nied it. Whether the King faltened it upon him
after he had difgraced him, to make him the

more odious, I cannot tell. It is certain, the

King faid many very hard things of him, for

which he was much blamed ; And in mofl of

them he was but little belieVed.

It was natural for the King upon his Reftora- 1662.

tion to look out for a proper marriage. And it was,^^]''"''''"^

foon obferved, that he was refolved not to marry j^-^^^.g

a Proteftant. He pretended a contempt of the marriage.

Germans, and of the northern Crowns. France

had no filler. He had feen the Duke of Orleans's

'daughters, and liked none of them. Spain had
only two Infantas : And as the eldeft was married

to the King of France-, the fecond was to go to

0^4 Vienna.
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1662. Vienna. So the houfe of Portugal only remained,

v^-v-*^ to furnifli him a wife, among the crov/nea

heads. Monk began to hearken to a motion made
him for this by a Jew, that managed the concerns

of Portugal, which were now given for loft, fince

they were abandoned by France by t e treaty of

the Pyrenees ; in which it appears by Cardinal:

Mazarin's letters, that he did entirely deliver up
their concerns ; which was imputed to his defire"

to pleafe the Queen-mother of France, who, be-

ing a daughter of Spain, owned herfelf Hill to be

in the interefts of Spain in every thing in which
France was not concerned, for in that cafe flie

pretended fhe was true to the Crown of France,

And this was the true fecret of Cardinal Maza-
rin's carrying on that war fo feebly as he did, to

gratify the Queen-mother on the one hand, and
his own covetoufnefs on the other : For the lefs

• publick expence was made, he had the greater oc-

cafions of enriching himfelf, which was all he

thought on. The i^ortugueze being thus, as tliey

thought, caft off by France, were very apprehen-'

five of tailing under the Caftillians, who, how
weak foever they were in oppofition to France, yet

were like to be too hard for them, when they had
nothing eife on their hands. So, vaft offers were

made, if the King would marry their Infanta,

and take them under his protection. Monk was

the more encouraged to entertain the,proportion,

becaufe fome pretended, that, in the beginning ot

the war of Portugal, King Charles had entred in-

to a negotiation for a marriage between his fon

and this infanta. And the veneration paid his

memory was then fo high, that every thing he

hid projected was eifeemed facred. Monk pro-

mifed to ferve, the interefts of Portugal : And that

was, as Sir Robert Southwell told me, the firll

ftep made in that matter. Soon after the King
came into England, an embaffy of congratulation

came from tlience, with orders to negotiate that

bufinefs.
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bufinefs. The Spanifh Emba0ador, who had a

pretenlion of merit from the King in behalf of that

Crown, fmce they had received and entertained

him at Brviffels, when France had thrown him off,

fet himVelf much againft this match : And among
Other things affirmed, that the Infanta was inca-

pable of having children. But this was little con-

fidered. The Spaniards are not very fcrupulous

in affirming any thing that lerves their ends. : And
this marriage was like to fecure the Kingdom of

^Portugal. So it was no wonder that he oppofcd

it: And little regard was had to all that hefaid to

break it.

At this time Monfieur Fouquet was gaining an af- An alli-

eendant in the counfels of France, Cardinal Mazaria ancepro- ,

falling then into a languiffiing, of which he died a P°^^^

year iafter. He fent one over to the King with a
"p°^(;e.

projedl of an alliance between France and England*

He was addrefled firft to the Earl of Clarendon^

to whom he enlarged on all the heads of the fcheme

he had brought, of which the match with Portu-

gal was a main article. And, to make all go down
the better, Fouquet defired to enter into a parti-

cular friendffiip with the Earl of Clarendon •, and
fent him the offer of loooo 1, and affured him of

i

the renewing the fame prefent every year. The
Lord Clarendon told him, he would lay all that

related to the King faithfully before him, and give

him his anfwer in a little time : But for what re-

lated tp himfclf, he faid, he ferved a great and boun-
tiful mafter, who knew well how to fupport and
reward his fervants : He would ever ferve him faith-

fully, and, becaufe he knew he mull ferve thofefirom

whom he accepted the hire, therefore he rejeded the

offer with great indignation. He laid before theKing
the heads of the propofed alliance, which required

much confultation. But in the next pfece he told

both the King and his brother what had been offer-

ed to himfelf. They both advifed him to accept

of it. Why, faid he, have you a mind that I

ihould betray you ? The JK.ing anfwered, he knew
nothing
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nothing could currupt him. Then, faid he, you
know me better than I do my felf : For if I take
the money I fhall find the fweet of it, and ftudy

to have it continued to me by deferving it. He
told them, how he had' rejected the offer.; dnd ve-

ry ferioufly warned the King of the danger he faw
he might fall into, if he fuffered any of thofe, who
ferved him, to be once penfioners to other Princes

:

Thofe prefents were made only to biafs them in

their counfels, and to difcover fecrets by their

means : And if the King gave way to it, the taking

money would foon grow to a habit, and fp'read

like an infedien thro' the whole Court.
The Duke As the motion for the match with Portugal was
of York s

carried on, an incident of an extraordinary nature

happened in the Court. The Earl of Clarendon's,

daughter, being with child, and near her time,

called upon the Duke of York to own his marriage

with her. She had been maid of honour to the

Princefs Royal : And the Duke, who was even to

his old age of an amorous difpofition, tried to gain

her to comply with his defires. She managed the

matter with fo much addrefs, that in conclufion h^

married her. Her father did very folemnly pro-

teft, that he knew nothing of the matter, till now
that it broke out. The Duke thought to have

Ihaken her from claiming it by great promifes, and
as great threatnings. But Ihe was a woman of a

great fpirit. She faid, fhe was his wife, and would
have it known that fhe was fo, let him ufe her af-

terwards as he pleafed. Many difcourfes were fet

about upon this occafion. But the King ordered

fome Bilhops and Judges to perufe the proofs fhe

had to produce : And they reported that, accord-

ing to the doftrine of the Gofpel, and the law of

England, it was a good marriage. So it was not

pofTible to break it, but by trying how far the mat-

ter could be carried againft her, for marrying a

perfon fo near the King without his leave. The
King would not break with the Earl of Clarendon

i

And fo he told his brother, he mull drink as he

brewed.
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brewed, and live with her whonx he had made his 1662.

wife. All the Earl of Clarendon's enemies re- v.*^v««n/

joyced at this : For they reckoned, how much
foever it feemed to raife him at prefent, yet it

would raife envy fo high againil him, and make
the King fo jealous of him, as being more in his

brother's intereils than in his own, that they look-

ed on it as that which would end in his ruin.

And he himfelf thought fo, as his fon told me

:

For, as foon as he knew of it, and when he faw

his fon lifted up with it, he protefted to him, chat

he knew nothing of the matter, till it broke out

;

but added, that he looked on it, as that which

rnuft: be all their ruin fooner or later.

Upon this I will digrefs a little to give an ac- The

count of the Duke's charadter, whom 1 knew for Dike's

fome years fo particularly, that I can fay much '^""^'^ ^'^*

upon my own knowledge. He was very brave ia

his youth, and fo much magnified by Monfieur
Turenne, that, till his marriage lelTened him, he

really clouded the King, and pafs'd for the fuperi-

or genius. He was naturally candid and fmcere,

and a firm friend, till affairs and his religion wore
out all his firft principles and inclinations. He
had a great defire to underiland affairs : And in

order to that he kept a conltant journal of all that

pafs'd, of which he fnewed me a great deal. The
Duke of Buckingham gave me once a fhort but _i_

fevere character of the two brothers. It was the

more fevere, becaufe it was true : The King (he

faid) could fee things if he would, and the Duke
would fee things if he could. He had no true

judgment, and was foon determined by thofe whom
he trufted : But he was obftinate againft all other

advices. He was bred with high notions of the

Kingly authority, and laid it down for a maxim,
that all who oppofed the King were rebels in their .

hearts. He was perpetually in one amour or other,

without being very nice in his choice : Upon which
the King faid once, he believed his brother had his

piiftrefTes given him by his Priefts for penance. \

He
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1660. He gave me this account of his changing his reli,

^^^V^ gion : When he efcaped out of the hands of the
'^

Earl of Northumberland, who had the charge of
his education, trufted to him by the Parliament,
and had ufed him with great refpect, all due care
was taken, as foon as he got beyond fea, to form
him to a ftrid adherence to the Church of Eng-
land : Among other things much was faid of the
authority of the Church, and of the tradition
from the Apoftles in fupport of Epifcopacy : So
that, when he came to obferve that there was more
reafon to fubmit to the Catholick Church than to
one particular Church, and that other traditions

might be taken on her word, as well as Epifcopa-
cy was received among us, he thought the Hep
was not great, but that it was very reafonable to
go over to the Church of Rome : And Doftor
Steward having taught him to believe a real but
inconceivable prefence of Chrift in the Sacram^entj
he thought this went more than half way to tran-

fubllantiation. He faid, that a Nun's advice to'

him to pray every day, that, if he was not in the
right way, God would fet him right, did make a
great imprefTion on him. But he never told me
when or where he was reconciled. He fuffered me
to fay a great deal to him on all thefe heads. I

fhewed the difference between fubmiflion and obe-
dience in matters of order and indifferent things,

and an implicite fubmiflion from the belief of in-

fallibility. 1 alfo fliewed him the difference be-
tween a fpeculation of a mode of Chrift's prefence,

when it refkd in an opinion, and an adoration
' founded on it : Tho' the opinion of fuch a pre-

fence was wrong, there was no great harm in that

alone : But the adoration of an undue objed was
idolatry. He fuffered me to talk much and often

to him on thefe heads. But I plainly faw, it made
, no impreflion : And all that he feemed to intend
by it was, to make ufe of me as an inftrument to

foften the averfion, that people began to be pof-

feffed
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fciTed with to him. He was naturally eager and 1660.
revengeful : And was againft the taking off any, k^^^^t--^

that let up in an oppofition to the meallires of the

Court, and who by that means grew popular in the

Houfe of Commons. He was for rougher methods.
'

He continued for many years diffembling his reli-

cTion, and feemed zealous for the Church of Eng-
land : But it was chiefly on defign to hinder all pro-

pofitions, that tended to unite us among our felves.

He was a frugal Prince, and brought his Court
into method and magnificence : For he had
1 00000 1- a year allowed him. He was made
High Admiral ; And he came to underfland all

the concerns of the fea very particularly. He had
a very able Secretary about him, Sir William Co-
ventry ; a man of great notions and eminent vir-

tues, the bell Speaker in the Houfe of Commons,
and capable of bearing the chief miniftry, as it was
once thought he was very near it. The Duke

*

found all the great feamen had a deep tinfture

from their education : They both hated Popery,
and loved liberty : They were men of fevere tem-
pera, and kept good difcipline. But in order to
the putting the fleet into more confident hands,
the Duke began a method of fending pages of ho-
nour, and other young perfons of quality, to be
bred to the fea. And thefe were put in command,
as foon as they were capable of it, if not fooner.

This difcouraged many of the old feamen, when
they faw in what a channel advancement was like

to go ; who upon that left the fervice, and went
and commanded merchantmen. By this means
the virtue and difcipline of the navy is much lolt.

It is true, we have a breed of many gallant men,
who do diftinguilh themfelves in aftion. But it is

•thought, the Nation has fufFered much by the vices
and diforders of thofe Captains, who have rifen by
their quality, more than by merit or fervice.

The. Duchefs of York was a very extraordinary The
woman. She had great knowledge, and a lively Duchefs'^

fcnfe charaderv
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fenfe of things. She foon imderftood what be-

longed to a Princefs ; and took ft^te on her rather

too much. She writ well •, and had begun the

Duke's life, of which Ihe fhewed me a volume.
It was all drawn from his journal : And he intend-

ed to have employed me in carrying it on. She
was bred to great ftriftnefs in religion^ and prac-

tifed fecret confefllon. Morley told me, he was i

her confelTor. She began at twelve years old, and
continued under his diredlion, till, upon her fa-

ther's difgrace, he was put from the Court. She
was generous and friendly ; but was too fevere

an enemy.
The The King's third brother, the Duke of Gio*
Duke of cefter, was of a temper different from his two bro-

ter's^cha-
^^^^s. He Was adtive, and loved bufmefs, was

rafter. apt to have particular friendlhips ; and had an in-

(inuating temper, which was generally very ac-

ceptable. The King loved him much better than

the Duke of York. But he was uneafy, when he

faw there was no poll left for him, lince Monk
was General. So he fpoke to the Earl of Claren-

don, that he might be made Lord Treafurer.

But he told him, it was a poft below his dignity.

He would not be put off with that : For he could

not bear an idle life, nor to fee his brother at the

head of the Fleet, when he himfelf had neither bu-

linefs nor dependence. But the mirth and enter-

tainments of that time raifed his blood fo high,

that he took the fmall pox •, of which he died,

much lamented by all, but moil particularly by

the King, who was never in his whole life feen fo

much troubled, as he was on that occafiort.

Thofe, who would not believe he had much ten.'

dernefs in his nature, imputed this rather to his

jeaioufy of the brother that furvived, fince he had

now loll the only perfon that could ballance him.

Not long after him the Princefs Royal died like-

wife of the fmall pox j but was not much lament-

ed.
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td. She had lived in her widowhood for fome 1660.

years with great reputation, kept a decent Court, ^—-v"" -^

and fupported her brothers very liberally ; and

lived within bounds. But her mother, who had
the art of making herfelf believe any thing fhe had
a mind to, upon a converfation with the Queen
Mother of France, fancied the King of France
might be inclined to marry her. So fhe writ to

her to come to Paris. In order to that, fhe made '

an equipage far above what fhe could fupport. So
Ihe ran herfelf into debt, fold all her jewels, and
fome eftates that were in her power as her fon*s

guardian ; and was not only difappointed of that

vain expedation, but fell into fome misfortunes,

that lefifened the reputation fhe had formerly lived

in. Upon her death it might have been expedted,

both in juftice and gratitude, that the King would
in a moft particular manner have taken her fon,

the young Prince of Orange, into his proteftion.

But he fell into better hands : For his grandmo-
ther became his guardian, and took care both of

his eftate and his education.

Thus two of the branches of the Royal family The prof-

were cut off foon after the Reftoration. And fo peftofthe

little do the events of things anfwer the firft ap- ^^^^
^'

pearances, that a Royal family of three Princes much
and two Princefles, all young and graceful per- changed.

fons, that promifed a numerous ilTue, did moul-
der away fo faft, that now, while I am writing,

ail is reduced to the perfon of the Queen, and the

Duchefs of Savoy. The King had a very nume-
rous ifTue, tho' none by his Queen. The Duke
had by both his wives, and fome irregular amours,
a very numerous iffue. And the prefent Queen
has had a moft fruitful marriage as to ilTue, tho*

none of them furvive. The Princefs Henriettc
: was fo pleafed with the diverfion of the French
Court, that fhe was glad to go thither again to be
married to that King's Brother,

As
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1-660. As the treaty with Portugal wenl on, Frant^
- te.-Y-o did engage in the concerns of that Crown, tho'
Schom- |-j^gy ]^^^ ]jy treaty promifed the contrary to the

thro Ell?-
Spaniards. To excufe their perfidy^ Count Schom-

land to berg, a German by birth, and a Calvinift by his

Portugal, rehgion, was ordered to go thither^ as one pre4-

. vailed with by the Portugal AmbafTadorj and not

as fent over by the orders of the Court of France;

He pafs'd thro' England to concert with the King
the matters of Portugal, and the fupply that was

to be fent thither from England. He told me,

the King had admitted him into great familiarities

with him at Paris. He had known him firft at the

Hague : For he was the Prince of Orange's part^

cular favourite ; but had fo great a fhare in the laft

violent anions of his life, feizing the States^ and

in the attempt upon Amllerdam, that he left the

fervice upon his death ; and gained fo great a re-

|)Utation in France, that, after the Prince of Conde
and Turenne, he was thought the beft General

they had. He had much free difcourfe with the

King, tho' he found his mind was fo turned to

mirth and pleafure^ that he feemed fcarce capable

of laying any thing to heart. He advifed him to

fet up for the head of the Proteftant religion.:

For tho', he faid to him, he knew he had not

much religion, yet his interefts led him to that.

It would keep the Princes of Germany in .a great

dependence on him, and make him the umpire of

all their affairs ; and would procure him great cre-

dit with the Huguenots of France, and keep that

Crown in perpetual fear of him* He advifed the

King to employ the military men that had ferved

under Cromwell, whom he thought the beft offi-

cers he had ever feeii : And he was forry to fee,

they were difmifs'd, and that a company of wild

young men were thofe the King relied on. But

what he prefs'd moft on the King, as the bufinefs

Dunkirk then in agitatioa, was concerning the fale of Dun-
loid 10 the

j^^j^_ The Spaniards pretended it ought to be
^^^"^^- ^

, reftored
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reflbred to them, fince it was taken from them by 1661.

Cromwell, when they had the King and his bro- <--v^

thers in their armies : But that v/as not much re-

garded. The French pretended^ t-hat^ by their

agreement with Cromwell, he was only to hold it,

till they h^ repayed the charge of the war : There-

fore they^ ottering to lay that down, ought to

have the place delivered to them. The King was

in no fort bound by this. So the matter under de-

bate was, whether ic ought to be kept or fold?

The military men, who were believed to be cor-

rupted by France, faid^ the place was not tenable ;

that in time of peace it would put the King to a

great charge, and in time of war it would not quit

the cofl of keeping it. The Earl of Clarendon

faid, he underftood not thofe matters -, but ap-

pealed to Monk's judgment, who did pofitively

advife the letting it go for the fum that France

pffered. To make the bufmefs go the eafier, the

King promifed, that he would Jay up all the mo-

ney in the Tower ; and that it ihould not be touch-

ed, but upon extraordinary occafions. Schom-

berg advifed, in oppofition to all this, that the

King fhould keep it ; for, confidering the naval

power of England, it could not be taken. He
knew, that, tbo' France fpoke big, as if they

would break with England unlefs that was deli-

vered up, yet they were far from the thoughts of

It. He had confidered the place well -, and- he was

fare it could never be taken, as long as England

was mailer of the fea. The holding it would keep

both France and Spain in a dependence upon the

King. But he v/as fingular in that opinion. So

it was fold : And all the money, that was paid for

it, was immediately fquandred away among the

miilrefs's creatures.

By this the King lod his reputation abroad. Tangier a

The Court was believed venal. And becaufe the
^^'J'JJ^^

Earl of Clarendon v/as in greateil credit, the blame
p^jf^^!

v/as call chiefly on him ; tho' his fon alTm-ed me.

Vol, I. K be
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1661. he kept himfelfout of that affair entirely *, The
coll beftowed on that place fince that time, and
the great prejudice we have fuffered by it, has

made that fale to be often reflefled on very fevere-

ly. But it was pretended, that Tangier, which
was offered as a part of the portion that the Infanta

of Portugal was to bring"with her, was a place of

much greater confequence. Its fituation in the

map is indeed very eminent. And if Spain had
been then in a condition to put any rellraint on
our trade, it had been of great ufe to us ; efpeci-

ally, if the making a mole there had been more
pradicable, than it proved to be. It was then

fpoken of in the Court in the highefl ftrains of flat-

tery. It was faid, this would not only give us the

entire command of the Mediterranean trade, but

it would be a place of fafety for a fquadron to bp t

always kept there, for fecuring our Weft and Eaft
'

India trade. And fuch mighty things were faid

of it, as if it had been referved for the King's

reign, to make England as glorious abroad, as it

was happy at home : Tho' fince that time we have

never been able, neither by force nor treaty, to

get ground enough round the town from the Moors,
to maintain the garrifon. But every man that was >

employed there ftudied only his own intereft, and

how to rob the King. If the money, that was i

laid out in the mole at different times, had beetti

raifed fuccelTively, as faft as the work could be

carried on, it might have been made a very valu-

able place. But there were fo many difcontinu-

ings, and fo many new undertakings, that after an

immenfe charge the Court grew weary of it : And,

in the year 1638 they fent a fquadron of Ihips tot

bring away the garrifon, and to deftroy all the

works.

* By Monfieur D'Eftrade's Letters, publilh'd fonj'e years af-

ter the Author's death, ic fliould feem, that the Earl oi CJaren-

don had a confiderabJe fhare in that negotiation.

6 . This
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This matter of the King's marriage with the In- 1661.

fanta of Portugal was at laft concluded. The
Earl of Sandwich went for her, and was the King's

proxy in the nuptial ceremony. The King com-
municated the matter both to the Parliament of

England, and Scotland. And fo itrangely were
people changed, that tho' they all had feen the

mifchievous effefts of a Popifh. Queen in the for-

mer reign, yet not one perfon moved againft it in

either Parliament, except the Earl of Caffilis in

Scotland ; who moved for an addrefs to the King
to marry a Proteftant. He had but one to fecond,

him : So entirely were men run from one extreme

to another.

When the Queen was brought over, the King 1662.'

met her at Winchefter in fummer 1662. The ^——\r—

^

Archbifhop of Canterbury came to perform the ce- ^^^ ^^^'
> ncr or tnc

rcmony : But the Qiieen was bigotted to fuch a KinCs
degree, that fhe would not fay the words of matri- marriage,

iiiony, nor bear the fight of the Archbifhop. The
King faid the words haftily : And the Archbifhop \

ipronounced them married perfons. Upon this

feme thoucrht afterwards to have difTolved the mar-
1 . D
tiage, as a marriage only dc fa6lo, in which no
jconfent had been given. But the Duke of York
^old me, they were married by the Lord Aubigny
[according to the Roman ritual, and that he him-
felf was one of the witnefTes : And he added, that,

,3, tew days before he told me this, the Queen had
faid to -him, that llie heard fome intended to call

aer marriage in queftion •, and that, if that was
jlone, fhe muft call on him as one of her witnefTes

!;o pro^^e it. I faw the letter that the King writ to

':he Earl of Clarendon the day after their marriage,

|3y which it appeared very plainly that the marriage
Iwas confummated, and that the King was well

Ijleafed with her. The King himfelf told me, Ihe

lad been with child : And Willis the great Phyfi-

i;ian told Dodtor Lloyd, from whom I had it, that

R 2 Oie
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1662, fhe had once mifcarried of a child, which was fo

v.'-v-*^ far advanced, that, if it had been carefully look'd

to, the fex might have been diftinguifhed. - But
fhe proved a barren wife, and was a woman of a

mean appearance, and of no agreeable temper

:

So that the King never confidered her much.

And fhe made ever after but a very mean figure.

The King jpor fome time the King carried things decently,
lived in an

^^^^ j;^^ ^^^ ^-^j. j^^^ miftrefs Openly. But he grew

courfe of Weary of that reftraint ; and fhook it ofl' fo en-

leudnefs, tirely, that he had ever after that miftreffes to the

end of his life, to the great fcandal of the world,

and to the particular reproach of all that ferved

about him in the Church. He ufually came from i

his millreiies lodgings to Church, even on Sacra-

ment days. He held as it were a Court in them

:

And all his Minifters made applications to them.

Only the Earls of Clarendon and Southampton

would never fo much as make a viiit to any of

them, which was maintaining the decencies of

virtue in a very folemn manner. The Lord Cl^-

1

rendon put the juftice of the Nation in very good 1

hands ; and employed fome who had been on the

bench in Cromwell's time, the famous Sir Mat-

thev/ Hale in particular.

1660. The bufmefs of Ireland was a harder province.
,

'—-V—'The Irifh that had been in the rebellion had made
j

The leu ^ treaty with the Duke of Ormond, then adingin

hchnd
° ^^^ King's name, tho' he had no legal power un-

der the Great Seal, the King being then a prifoner.

But the Qiieen-mother got, as they gave out, the

Crown of France to become the guarantee for the

performance. By the treaty they were to furnifli

him with an army, to adhere to the King's inter-

' cRs, and ferve under the Duke, of Ormond : And

for this they v/ere to be pardoned all that was

pafs'd, to have the open exercife of their religion,

and a free admittance into all employments, and

to have a free Parliament withoist the curb otj

5 Poyning's
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PoynIng*s law. But after the misfortune at Dub- 1660.
Jin, they fet up a lupreme council again, and re- «-*->•.*..*

fufed to obey the Duke of Ormond •, in which the

Pope's Nuncio conduded them. After fome dif-

putes, and that the Duke of Ormond faw he could
not prevail with then:i to be commanded by him
any more, he left Ireland. And Cromwell came
over, and reduced the whole country, and made
a fettlement of the confifcated eftates, for the pay
of the undertakers for the Irifh v/ar, and of the

officers that had ferved in it. The King had in

his Declaration from Breda promifed to confirm
the fettlement of Ireland. So now a great debate
arofe between the native Irifh and the Englidi
fettled in Ireland. The former claimed the articles

that the Duke of Ormond had granted them. He
in anfwer to this faid, they had broken them firft

on their part, and fo had forfeited their claim to
them. They feemed to rely much on the Court
of France, and on the whole Popifh party abroad,
as they were the moft confiderable branch of it

here at home. But England did naturally incline

to fupport the Englilh Interefts. And, as that in^

tereft in Ireland had gone in very unaiiimouOy, to
the defign of the King's Reftoration, and had me-
rited much on that account, fo they drew over the
Duke of Ormond to join with them, in order to
an aft confirming Cromwell's fettlement. Only a
Court of cl iims was fet up, to examine the pre-
tenfions of fome of the Irifh, who had fpecial ex-
cufes for themfelves, v/hy they fhould not be in-

cluded in the general forfeiture of the Natiqn.
Some were under age : Others were travelling, or
ferving abroad : And many had diflinguifh'd

themfelves in the- King's fervice, when he was in

Flanders ; chiefly under the Duke of York, who
pleaded much for them, and was always depended
on by them, as their chief patron. It was thought
moft equitable, to fend over men from England,

R 3 who
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1660. who were not concerned in the interefts or pafiions

of the parties of that Kingdom, to try thofe claims.

Their proceedings v/ere much cried out on : For

it was faid, that every man's claim, who could

fupport it with a good prefent, was found good,

and that all the members of that Court came back

very rich. So that, tho' the Irifh thought they

had not juftice enough done them, the Engliih

faid they had too much. When any thing was to

be proved by witnefTes, fets of them were hired,

to depofe according to the inftruftions given them.

This was then cried out on, as a new fcene of

wickednefs, that was then opened, and which

muft in the end fubvert all juftice and good go-

vernment. The infedion has fpread fince that

time, and crofled the fea. And the danger of be-

ing ruined by falfe witnefles has become fo terrible,

that there is no fecurity againft it,, but from the

fmcerity of juries. And if thefe come to be packt,

then all men may be foon at mercy, if a wicked

government fliould fet on a violent profecution, as

has happened oftner than once. I am not inftrud-

ed enough in the affairs of Ireland, to carry this

matter into farther particulars. The Engliih in-

tereft was managed chiefly by two men of a very

indifferent reputation : The Earls of Anglefey,

and Orrery. The chief manager of the Iriih in-

tereft was Richard Talbot, one of the Duke's bed-

chamber men, who had much cunning, and had

, the fecret both of his mailer's pleafures, and of his

religion, for fome years, and was afterwards raifed

by him to be Earl and Duke of Tirconnel. Thus

I have gone over the fcveral branches of the fettle-

ment of matters after the Reftoration. I have re-

ferved the affairs of the Church laft, as thofe about

which I have taken the moft pains to be well in-

formed J and which I do therefore offer to the

reader with fome affurance, and on which I hope

due refiedion will be made.
At
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At the Reftoratioii, Jiixon, the ancienteft and 1660.

moft eminent of the former Bifhops, who had af- v-'-v^o

lifted the late King in his laft hours, was prp- ^^^ Bi-

moted to Canterbury, more out of decency, than
jfad^tj,^^^

thai he was then capable to fill that poll ; for as the great-

he wa^ never a great divine, fo he was now fuper- eft credit,

annuated. Tho' others have affured me, that af-

ter fome difcourfes with the King he was fo much
ftruck with what he obferved in him, that upon
that he loft both heart and hope. The King
treated him witH outward refped, but had no
great regard to him. Sheldon and Morley were
the men that had the greateil credit. Sheldon
was efteemed a learned man before the wars : But
he was now engaged fo deep in politicks, that

fcarce any prints of what he had been remained.
He was a very dextrous man in bufinefs, had a
great quicknefs of apprehenfion, and a very true

judgment. He was a generous and charitable

man. He had a great pleafantnefs of converfa-

tion, perhaps too great. He had an art, that

was peculiar to him, of treating all that came to
him in a moft obliging manner : But few de-
pended much on his profeflions of friendlhip. He
feemed not to have a deep fenfe of religion, if

any at all : And fpoke of it moil commonly as of
an engine of government, and a matter of po-
licy. By this means the King came to look on
him as a wife and honeft Clergyman. Sheldon was
at firft made Bifhop of London, and was upon
Juxon's death promoted to Canterbury. Morley
had been firft known to the world as a friend of
the Lord Falkland's : And that was enough to

raife a man's chara6ter. He had continued for

many years in the Lord Clarendon's family, and
was his particular friend. He was a Calvinift with

;

relation to the Arminian points, and was thought
a friend to the Puritans before the wars : But he
took care after his promotion to free himfelf from
all fufpicions of that kind. He was a pious and

R 4- charitable
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1660. charitable man, of a very exemplary life, but ex-!

tream paffionate, and very obftinate. He was firft

made JBifiiop of Worcefter. Do6tor Hammond,
for whom that See was defigned, died a little be-r

fore the Reiloration, which was an Llnfpeakable

lofs to the Church : For, as he was a man of great

learning, and of moft eminent merit, he having

been the perfon, that during the bad times, had

maintained the caufe of the Church in a very An-

gular manner, fo he was a very moderate man in

his temper, tho' with a high principle ; and pro-

bably he would have fallen into healing counfels,

He was alfo much fet on reforming abufes, and

for raifing in the Clergy a due fenfe of the obliga-

tions they lay under. But by his death Moriey

.was advanced to Worcefter : And not long after

he was removed to Winchefter, void by Duppa's

death, who had been the King's tutor, tho' no

*Cvay fit for that poft j but he was a meek and

humjble man, and much loved for the fweetnefs of

his temper j and would have been more efteemed,

if he had died before the Reftoration •, for he

made not that ufe, of the great wealth that flowed

in upon him, that was expected. Moriey was

thpught always the honefter man of the two, as

Sheldon was certainly the abler man.
Debates j^]^q ^^^ point in debate v/as, whether concef-

^ir'tht"
^^^^'^ fiiould be made, and pains taken to gain the

ijJting DiiTenters, or not j efpeciaily the Prefbyrerians.

wi n the The Earl oi Clarendon was much for it ; and got

Prdbj/te- j-i-^g King to publifh a declaration foon after his
Hulls.

Reftoration concerning Ecclefiaftical affairs, to

which if he had ftopd, very probably the greateft

part of them might have been gained. But the

Biihpps did not approve of this : And after the

fervice they did that Lord, in the Duke of York's

marriage, he would not put any hardftiip on thofe

who had fo iignally obliged him. This difgufted

the Lord Southampton, who was for carrying on

tile defign> that bad been much talked of duriag

.

• :''' the
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tne wars, of moderating matters both with rela-^

t;on to the government of the Church, and the

worfliip and ceremonies : V/hich created fome

coldnefs between him and the Earl of Clarendon,

when the Lord Chancellour went off from thofe

defigns. The confideration that thofe Bifliops and

their party had in the matter was this : The Pref-

byterians were pofieffed of m.oft of the great be-

nefices in the Church, chiefly in the City of Lon-
don, and in the two Univerfities. It is true, all

that had come into the room of thofe who were

turned out by the Parliament, or by the vifitors

fent by them, were- removed by the courfe of law,

as men that were illegally polfelTed of other mens
rights : And that even where the former incum-
bents were dead, becaufe a title originally wrong
was ftill wrong in law. But there were a great

many of them in very eminent polls, who v/ere

legally poITelTed of them. Many of thefe, chiefly

in the city of London, had gone into the defign

of the Reftoration in fo lignal a manner, and with

fuch fuccefs, that they had great merit, and a juft

title to very high preferment. Now, as there

remained a great, deal of the old animofity againft

them, for what they had done during the wars,

fo it was faid, it was better to have a fchifm out
of the Church than within it j and that the half

conformity of the Puritans before the war, had
fet up a facTcion in every city and town between
the lefturers and the incumbents, that the former
took all methods to render themfelves popular^

and to raife the benevolence of their people, which
was their chief fubfiftence, by difparaging the go-
vernment both in Church and State. They had
alfo many llories among them, of the credit they
had in the eledtions of Parliament men, which
they infufed in the King, to poiTefs him with the

necefllty of having none to ferve in the Church,
but perfons that fhould be firmly tied to his in-

tereft, both by prrncjple, and by fubicrip;ions and
oaths.
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1660. oaths. It is true, the joy then Ipread thro' the

Nation had got at this time a new Parliament tos

be elefted, of men fo high and fo hot, that unlefs

the Court had reftrained them, they would have
carried things much, fartl^er than they did, againft

all that haa been concerned in the late wars : But
they were not to exped: fuch fuccefs at all times :

Therefore they thought it was necejSary to make
fure work at this time : And^ inftead of ufmg me-
thods to bring in the feftaries, they refolved ra-

ther to feek the moll efFe6kual ones for caftins:

them out, and bringing a new fet of men into the

Church. This took with the King, at lead it:

ieemed to do fo. But, tho' he put on an outward
appearance of moderation, yet he was in another

and deeper kid deiign, to which the heat of thefe

men proved fubfervient, for bringing in ofPopery^

A Popilh Queen was a great Itep to keep it m
coimtenance at Court, and to have a great many
Prsefts going about the Court making converts.

It was thought, a toleration was the only method
for fetting it agoing ail the Nation over. And
nothing could make a toleration for Popery pafs,

but the having great bodies of men put out of the

Church, and put under fevere laws, which Ihould

force them to move for a toleration, and fhould

make it reafonable to grant it to them. And it

was refolved, that whatever fhould be granted of

that fort ihould go in fo large a manner, that

Papifts Ihould be comprehended within it. So
the Papifts had this generally fpread among them,,

that they ihould oppofe all propolitions for com-
preheniion, and ihould animate the Church party

to maintain their ground againft all the feftaries.

"And in that point they feemed zealous for the

Church. But at the fame time they fpoke of tole-

ration, as neceflary both for the peace and quiet

of the Nation, aftd for the encouragement of trade.

And with this the Duke was fo polTciTed, that he

xleclaredhimfelf-amoft violent enemy to compre-

henfion.
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hcnfion, and as zealous for toleration. The King
being thus refolved on fixing the terms of con-

formity to what they had been before the war,

without making the leaft abatement or alteration,

they carried on ftill an appearance of moderation,

till the ftrength of the parties ihould appear in the

new Parliament.

So, after the declaration was fet out, a commif- A treaty

fion was granted to twelve of a fide, with nine ^^ ^^^

affiltants to each fide, who were appointed to meet ^^^^y-

at the Savoy, and to confider on the ways of
uniting both fides. At their firfl: meeting, Shel-

don told them, that thofe of the Church had not

defired this meeting, as being fatisfied with the

legal eftablifhment ; and therefore they had nothing

to offer ; but it belonged to the other fide, who
moved for alterations, to offer both their excep-

tions to the laws in being, and the alterations that

they propofed. He told them, they were to Jay

all they had to of^er before them at oncej for

they would not engage to treat about any one
fparticular, till they faw how far their demands
went : And he faid, that all was to be tranfaded

in writing, tho' the others infifted on an amicable
conference ; which was at firft denied : Yet fome
hopes were given of allowing it at lafb. Papers Were
upon this given in. The Prefbyterians moved,
that Bifhop Ufher's Reduftion fhouid be laid down
as a ground-work to treat on -, that Bilhops fhouid

not govern their diocefe by their fingle authority,

'nor depute it to Lay officers in their Courts, but
fhouid in matters of ordination and jurifdidtion

take along with them the counfel and concurrence

of the Prefbyters. They did offer feveral excep-

tions to the Liturgy, againft the many refpoafes

by the people; and they defired, all might be
made one continued prayer. They defired that

no lelTons fliould be taken out of the Apocryphal
books ; that the Pfalms ufed in the daily fervice

Ihould be according to the new tranllation. They
excepted
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excepted to many parts of the office of baptifm,^

that import the inward regeneration of all that

were baptized. But as they propofed thefe amend-
ments, fo they did alfo offer a Liturgy new drawn
by Mr. Baxter. They infilled mainly againit

kneeling at the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper,
chiefly againft the impofmg it ; and moved that

the pofture might be left free, and that the ufe of

the furplice, of the crofs in baptifm, of God- fathers

being the fponfors in baptifm, and of the holy

days, might be aboliibed. Sheldon faw well what
the effect would be of putting them to make all

their demands at once. The number of them
railed a mighty outcry againft them, as people

that could never be fatisfied. But nothing gave

fo great an advantage againft them, as their offering

a new Liturgy. In this they were divided among
therafelves. Some were for tnfifting only on a few

important things, reckoning that, if they were

gained, and a union followed upon that, it would
be eafier to gain other things afterwards. But all

this was overthrown by Mr. Baxter, who was a man
of great piety i and, if he had not meddled in too

many things, would have been efteemed one of

the learned men of the age : He writ near two
hundred books : Of thefe, three are large folios :

He had a very moving and pathetical way of

writing, and was his whole life long a man of

great zeal and much fimplicity ; but was moft

unhappily fubtle and metaphyfical in every thing.

There was a great fubmiffion paid to him by the

whole party. So he perfuaded them, that from

the words of the commiftion they were bound to

offer every thing, that they thought mxight con-

; duce to the good or peace of the Church, without
• confidering what was like to be obtained, or what

effe(5t their demanding fo much might have, in

irritating the minds of thofe who were then the

fuperior body in ftrength and number. All the

vy^ole matter was at laft reduced to one fingle

point.
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point, whether it was lawful to determine the cer-

tain ufe of things indifferent in the worlhip of
God ? The Bifhops held them to that point, and
prelTed them to fliew that any of the; things im-
pofed were of themfeives unlawful. The Preiby-
terians declined this -, but affirmed, that other cir-

cumftances might make it become unlawful to

fettle a peremptory law about things indifferent i

which they applied chiefly to kneeling in the Sa-
crament, and flood upon it that a law, which ex-
cluded all that did not Icneel from the Sacram.ent,

was unlawful, as a limitation in the point of com-
munion put on the laws of Chrifl, which ought
to be the only condition of thofe who had a right

to it. Upon this point there was a free confe-

rence that lafted fome days. The two m^en, that

had the chief management of the debate, were
the mofl unfit to heal matters, and the fitteft to
widen them, that could have been found out.

Baxter was the opponent, and Gunning was the
refpondent ; who was afterwards advanced, firfl to

Chichefler, and then to Ely : He was a man of
great reading, and noted for a fpecial fubtilty of
arguing : All the arts of fophiflry were made ufc
of by him on all occafions, in as confident a man-
ner, as if they had been found realbning : He
was a man of an innocent life, unweariedly adive
to very little purpofe : He was much let on the
reconciling us with Popery in fome points : And,
becaufe the charge of idolatry feemed a bar to all

thoughts of reconciliation with them, h^ fet him-
felf with very great zeal to clear the Church of
Rome of idolatry : This made mai^y fufped hrm
as inclining to go over tp them : But he was far

from it ; and was a very honeft, fincere man, but
of no found judgment, and of no prudence in

affairs : He was for our conforming in all things
to the rules of the Primitive Church, particularty
in praying for the cifad, in the ufe of oil, with
many other rituals ; He formed many in Cam-

bridge
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bridge upon his own notions, who have carried

them perhaps farther than he intended. Baxter

and he fpent fome days in much logical arguing,

to the diverlion of the town, who thought here

were a couple of fencers engaged in difputes, that

could never be brought to an end, nor have any-

good effed:. In conclufion, this commiffion, be-

ing limited to fuch a number of days, came to an

end, before any one thing was agreed on. The
Bilhops infilled on the laws that were ftill in force,

to which they would admit of no exception, unlefs

it was proved that the matter of thofe laws was

linful. They charged the Prefbyterians with hav-

ing made a fchifm, upon a charge againft the

Church for things, which now they themfelves could

not call finful. They faid, there was no reafon

to gratify fuch a fort of men in any thing : One
demand granted would draw on many more : All

authority both in Church and S*:.'i£e was ftruck at

by the pofition they had infifted on, that it was
not lawful to impofe things indifferent, fince they

feemed to be the only proper matter in which

human authority could interpofe. So this fur-

niflied an occafion to expofe them as enemies to all

order. Things had been carried at the Savoy with

great fharpnefs, and many refle6lions. Baxter

faid once, fuch things would offend many good
men in the Nation. Stearn, the Archbifliop of

York, upon that took notice that he would not

fay Kingdom, but Nation, becaufe he would not

acknowledge, a King. Of this great complaints

were made, as an indecent return for the zeal they

had Ihewn in the Reftoration.

t66i. The conference broke up without doing any
^'^"^''^ good. It did rather hurt, and heightened the Iharp-

o( confS- "^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^" peoples minds to fuch a de-

mitymadegree, that it needed no addition to raife it higher.

harder. The Prefbyterians laid their complaints before the

King: But little regard was had to them. And
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IK5W all the concern that feemed to employ the 1*661.

Bilhops thoughts waSj not jonly to make no alte-

ration on their account, but to make the ter^is of
conformity much ilriAer than they had been before

the war. So it was refolved to maintain confor-

mity to the height, and to put led:urers, in the

fame condition with the incumbents, as to oaths
and fubfcriptions , and to oblige all perfons to
fubfcribe an unfeigned aflent and confent to all

and every particular, contained and prefcribed in

the book of Common Prayer. Many, who
thought it lawful to conform in fubmiflion, yet
fcrupled at this, as importing a particular appro-
bation of every thing : And great difl:in<5lion was
made between a conformity in pradice, and fo

foil and diftind an aflenu Yet men got over that,

as importing no more but a. confent of obedience :

For tho* the words of the fubfcription, which
were aifo-to be publickly pronounced before the
congregation, declaring the perfon*s unfeigned af-

ient and confent, feemed to import this, yet the
claufe of the a6t that enjoined this carried a clear

explanation of it -, for it enaded this declaration
as an aflent and confent to the ufe of all thino-s

contained in the book. Another fubfcription was
enaded, with relation to the League and Cove-
nant ; by which they were required to declare it

unlawful upon any pretence whatfoever to take
arms againft the King, renouncing the traiterous
pofition of taking arms by his authority againft
his perfon, or thofe commiffioned by him, toge-
ther with a declaration, that no obligation lay on
them or any other perfon from the League or
Covenant, to endeavour any change or alteration
of government in Church and State, and that the
Covenant was in itfelf an unlawful oath. This
was contriv'd againft all the old men, who had
both taken the Covenant themfelves, and had
prefs'd it upop others. So they were now to own
themfelves very guilty in that matter. And thofe,

who
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who th(X]ght it might be lawful, upon great ^nd

illegal provocation, to refift unjuft invafions on

the laws and liberties of the fubj efts, excepted to

the fubfcnption, tho' it was fcarce fafe for any at

that time to have infilled on that point. Somte

thought, that fince the King had taken the Cove^

nant, he at lead was bound to Hand to it.

The Aa Another point was fixed by the Ad of Unifof-
ofUni- mity, which was more at large formerly : Thofe,
"""">"•

wiio came to England from the foreign Churches,

had not been required to be ordained among us

:

But now all, that had not Epifcopal ordination,

were made incapable of holding any Ecclefiaftical

Benefice. Some few alterations were made in the

Liturgy by the Bill-)ops themfelves : A few new

colleds were made, as the prayer for all condi-

tions of men, and the general thankfgiving. A
coiled was alfo drawn for the Parliament,- in

which a new epithet was added to the King's title,

that gave great offence, and occafioned much in-

decent raillery : He was ftyled our moft religious

King. It was not eafy to give a proper fenfe to

this, and to make it go well down j fmce, what-

ever the fignification of religion might be in the

Latin word, as importing the facrednefs of the

King's perfon, yet in the Englifh language it bore

a fignification that was no way applicable to the

King. And thofe who took great liberties with

hirn have often alked him, what mull all his peo-

ple think, when they heard him prayed for as

their moft relio-ious Kins ? Some other lelTer ad-

ditions were made. But care was taken, that no-

thing Ihould be altered, as it had been moved by

the Prefbyterians •, for it was refolved to gratify

them in nothing. One important addition was

made, chiefly by Gawden's men : He preflTed that

a declaration, explaining the reafons of their kneel-

ing at the Sacrament, which had been in King

Edward's Liturgy, but was left out in Queen

Elizabeth's time, Ihould be again fet where it had

o;ice
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once been. The Papifts were highly offended, 1661.

when they faw fuch an exprefs declaration made
againft the real prefence, and the Duke told me,
that when he afked Sheldon how they came to de-

clare againft a doftrine, which he had been in-

ftru6ted was the dodtrine of the Church, Sheldon

anfwered, afk Gawden about it, who is a Bifhop

of your own making : For the King had ordered

his promotion for the fervice he had done. The
Convocation that prepared thofe alterations, as

they added fome new holy days, St. Barnabas, and
the Converfion of St. Paul, fo they took in more
lelfons out of the Apocrypha, in particular the

ftory of 'Bell and the Dragon : New offices were

alfo drawn for two new days, the thirtieth of

January, called King Charles the Martyr, and the

twenty ninth of May, the day of the King's birth

and return. Sancroft drew for thefe fome offices

of a very high ftrain. Yet others of a more mo-
derate {train were preferred to them. But he,

coming to be advanced to the See of Canterbury,

got his Oiffices to be publilhed by the King's au-

thority, in a time when fo high a ftyle as was in

them did not found well in the Nation. Such
care was taken in the choice and returns of the

members of the Convocation, that every thing

v/ent among them as was direfled by Sheldon and
Morley. When they had prepared all their alte-;

rations, they offered them to the King, who fen£

them to the Houfe of Commons, upon which
the A6t of Uniformity was prepared by Keehng,
afterwards Lord Chief Juftice.

When it v^^as brought into the Houfe, m^ny
did apprehend that fo feverc an a6t might have

ill effedts, and began to abate of their firfb heat :

Upon which reports were fpread, and much ag-

gravated as they were reported to the Houfe of

Commons, of the Plots of the Prefbyterians ia

feveral Counties. Many were taken up on thofe

reports : But nom were ever tried for them. So,

Vol. I. S the
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the thing being let fail, it has been given out

iincej that thefe were forged by the direftion of

fome hot fpirits, who might think fuch arts were
neceffary to give an alarm, and by rendring the

party odious to carry fo fevere an ad: againft them.

The Lord Clarendon himfelf was charged as hav-

ing directed this piece of artifice : But I could

never fee any ground for fattening it on him :

Tho' there were great appearances of foul dealing

among fome of the fiercer fort. The A6t pafs'd

by no great majority : And by it all who did not

conform to the Liturgy by the twenty fourth of

Auguft, St. Bartholomew's day, in the year 1662,

were deprived of all Ecclefiaftical benefices, with-

out leaving any difcretional power with the King
in the execution of it, and without making pro-

vifion for the maintenance of thofe who fhould be

fo deprived : A feverity neither pr^clifed by Queen
Elizabeth in the ena6ling her Liturgy, nor by
Cromwell in ejefting the Royalifts, in both which
a fifth part of the benefice was referved for their

fubfiftence. St. Bartholomew's day was pitched

on, that, if they were then deprived, they ihould

lofe the profits of the whole year, fince the tithes

are commonly due at Michaelmas. The Prefby-

terians remembred v;hat a St. Bartholomew's had
been held at Paris ninety years before, which was
the day of that maffacre, and did not ftick to

compare the one to the other. The Book of

Common-prayer with the new corre6lions was that

to which they were to fubfcribe. But the correc-

tions were fo long a preparing, and the vafl num-
ber of copies, above two thoufand, that were to

be wrought off for all the pariih Churches of Eng-
land, made the.impreffion go on fo flowly, that

there were few Books fet out to fale when the day

came. So, many that were w«ll affefted to the

Church, but that made confcience of fubfcribing

to a book that they had not feen, left their bene-

. fkes on that very account. Some made a journey.to



of King Charles II. 259

to London on purpofe to fee it. With fo much 1661.

precipitation was that matter driven on, that it

feemed expeded> that the Clergy Ihould fubfcribe

impHcitely to a book they had never feen. This

was done by too many, as I was informed by fome

of the Bifhops. But the Prefbyterians were now

in great difficulties. They had many meetings,

and much difputing about conformity. Reynolds

accepted of the Bifhoprick of Norwich. But

Calamy and Baxter refufeS the Sees of Litchfield

and Hereford. And about two thoufand of them

fell under the Parliamentary deprivation, as they

gave out. I'he numbers have been much contro-

verted. This raifed a grievous outcry over the

Nation -, tho' it was lefs confidered at that time,

than it would have been at any other. Baxter

told me, that had the terms of the King's Decla-

ration been ftood to, he did not believe that

above three hundred of thefe would have been fo

deprived. Some few, and but fev/, • of the Epif-

copal party were troubled at this feverity, or ap-

prehenfive of the very ill effefts it was like to

have. Here were many men, much valued, fome

on better grounds, and others on worfe, who were

nowcait out ignominioufly, reduced to, great po-

verty, provoked by much fpiteful ufage, and caft

upon thofe popular practices that bath their prin-

ciples and their circumftances feemed to jultify,

of forming feparate congregations, and of divert-

ing men from the publick wormip, and from con-

fidering their fuccefibrs as the lawful paftors of

thofe Churches in v/hich they had .fervcd. The
blame of all this fell heavieft on Sheldon. The
Earl of Clarendon was charged with his having

entert?.ined the Prelbyterians with hopes and good

words, while he was all the while carrying on, or

at leaft giving way to the Bilhop's projed. When
the Convocation had gone thro' the book of Com-
mon-prayer, it v/as in the next place propofed,

that,, according to a claufe in the King's licence,

S 2 they
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i66r. they fhould confider the Canons of the Church,

v..»v-w They had it then in their power to have reformed
many abufes, and particularly to have provided

an etfedtual remedy to the root of all thofe, which
arife from the poor maintenance that is referved

to the incumbents. Almoft all the leafes of the

Church eftates over England were fallen in, there

having been no renev/al for tv/enty years. The
leafes for years were c^etermined : And the wars

had carried off fo • many men-, that moft of the

leafes for lives v/ere fallen into the incumbents

hands. So that the Church 'efcates were in them :

And the fines raifed by the renewing the leafes

rofe to about a million and a half. It was an un-

reafonable thing to let thofe who were now pro-
The great nioted carry off fo great a treafure. If the half

^^TJ^'^^ had been applied to the buying of tithes or glebes

jjjg" for fmall Vicarages, here a foundation had been

church laid down for a great and effedual reformation,
elates ill Jn fome fees forty or fifty thoufand pound was
^PP^*^ • raifed, and applied to the enriching the Bifliops

families. Something was done to Churches and

Colleges, in particular to St. Paul's in London

:

And a noble colledion was made for redeeming

all the Englifh flaves that were in any part of Bar-

bary. But this fell far Ihort of what might have

been expedled. In this the Lord Clarendon was

heavily charged, as having fhown that he was

more the Biihop's friend than the Church's. It

is true, the law made thofe fines belong to the in-

cumbents. But fuch an extraordinary occafion

deferved, that a law fhould have been made on

purpofe. What the Bifhops did with thofe great

fines was a pattern to all the lower Dignitaries,

w^ho generally took more care of themfelves than

of the Church. The men of merit and fervice

^ere loaded with many livings and many digni-

ties. With this great acceffion of wealth there

broke in upon the Church a great deal of luxury

and high living, on the pretence of hofpitality

;

while
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while others made purchafes, and left great eftates,

moft of -whidi we . have feen melt away. And.

with this overfet of wealth and pomp, that cam.e

on men in the decline of their parts and age, they,

who were now growing into old age, became lazy

and negligent m all the true concerns of the

Church : They left preaching and writing to

others, while they gave themfelves up to eafe and

floth. In al| which fad reprefentation fome few

exceptions are to be made ; but fo few, that, if

a new let of men had not appeared of another

ftamp, the Church had quite loft her efteem over

the Nation.

Thefe were generally of Cambridge, formed Divines

under fome divines, the chief of whom were cal'edLa-

Drs. Whitchcot, Cudworth, Wilkins, More, and ".'''^'"^"

Worthington. Whitchcot was a man of a rare

temper, very mild and obliging. He had great

credit with fome that had been eminent in the late

times -, but made all the ufe he could of it to pro-

te6l good men of all perfuafions. He was much
for liberty of confcience : And being difgulled

with the dry fyftematical way of thofe times, he

fcudied to raife thofe who converfed with him to a

nobler fet of thoughts, and to confider religior^

as a feed of a deiform nature, (to ufe one of his

own phrafes.) In order to this, he fet y6ung ftu-

dents much on reading the ancient Philofophers,

chiefly Plato, Tully, and Plotin, and on confider-

ing the Chriftian religion as a dodrine fent from
God, both to elevate and fweeten human nature,

in which he was a great example, as well as a wife

and kind inftrudor. Cudworth carried this on
with a great ftrength of genius, and a vaft compafs
of learning. He was a man of great condu6l and
prudence : Upon which his enemies did very falfiy

nccufe him of craft and diflimulation. Wilkins
was of Oxford, but removed to Cambridge. His
lirft rife was in the Eledor Palatine's family, vjXitn

he was in England. Afterwards he married

S 3 Cromwell's
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1661. Cromweirs filler; but made no other ufe of that

V—t,"-*-* §niance, but to do good offices, and to cover the

Univerfity from the fournefs of Owen and Good-

win. At Cambridge he joined with thofe who'

ftudied to propagate better thoughts, to take men
©ff frorn being in parties, or from narrow notions,

from fuperftitious conceits, and a fiercenefs about

opinions. He was alfo a great obferver and a

promoter of experimeptal philofophy, which was

then a new thing, and much looked after. He
was naturally ambitious, but was the wifeft Clergy-

man I ever knew. He was a lover ot mankind,

^nd had a delight in doing good. More was an

open hearted, and fincere chriilian philofopher,

who Itudied to eftablilh men in the great principles

of religion againft atheifm, that was then begin-

ning to gain ground, chiefly by reafon of the hy-

pocrify of fome, and the fantafiical conceits of the

more fincere enthufiafts.

Hobbs's Hobbs, who had long followed the Court, and
Levia. pafTed there for a mathematical man, tho' he really
taan.

J^new little that way, being difgufted by the Court,

came into England in Cromwell's time, and pub-

lifhed a very wicked book, with a very ftrange

title, The Leviathan. His main principles were,

that all men adted under an abfolute neceffity, in

which he feemed protedted by the then received

doctrine of abfolute decrees. He feemed to think

that the univerfe was God, and that fouls were ma-

terial. Thought being only fubtil and imperceptible

motion. He thought intereft and fear were the

chief principles of fociety : And he put all mora-

\ lity in the following that, which was our own pri-

vate will or advantage. He thought religion had

no pther foundation ' than the laws of the land.

And he put all the law in the will of the Prince, ^

or of the people : For he writ his book at firft in

favour of abfolute monarchy, but turned it after-

wards to gratify the republican party. Thefe were

kis true principlesj tho' he had djfguifed them, in-

order
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order to catch unwary readers. And this fet of no^ 1661.

tions came to fpread much. The novelty and bold^

nefs of them fet many on reading them. The im-'

piety of them was acceptable to men of corrupt

minds, which were but too much prepared to re-

ceive them, by the extravagancies of the late times.

So this let of men at Cambridge ftudied to afiert,

and examine the principles of religion and mora-

lity on clear grounds, and in a philofophical me--

thod. In this More led the way to many that

came after him. Worthington was a man ot emi-

nent piety and great humility, and pradifed a moft

fubiime way of felf denial and devotion. All thefe,

and thofe who were formed under them, itudied

to examine farther into the nature of things than

had been done formerly. They declared againft

fuperftition on the one hand, and enthufiafm on

the other. They loved the conftitution of the

Church, and the Liturgy, and could well live un-

der them : But they did not think it unlawful to

live under another form. They wilhed that things

might have been carried with more moderation,

And they continued to keep a good correfpon-.

dence, with thofe who had differed from them in

opinion, and allowed a great freedom both in phi-

lofophy and in divinity : From whence they were

called men of Latitude. And upon this men of

narrower thoughts and fiercer tempers faftened up-

on them the name of Latitudinarians. They read

Epifcopius much. And the making out the rea-

fons of things being a main part of their ^ftudies,

their enemies called them Socinians. They were

ail very zealous againft popery. And fo, they

becoming foon very confiderabie, the Papifts kt

themfelves againft them to decry them as Atheifts,

Deifts, or at beft Socinians. And now that the

main principle of religion was ftruck at by Hobbs
and his followers, the Papifts afted upon this a

very ftrange part. They went in fo far even into

%\it argument for Atheifm, as to publilh many,

S A. bQol<.s^
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bocks, in which they affirmed, that there was no .

certain proofs of the Chriitian religion, unlefs we
took it from the authority of the Church as infal-

lible. This was fuch a delivering up of the caufe,

to-.them, that it raifed in all good men a very high

indignation at Popery ; that party fliewing, that

,

they chofe to m.ake men, who would not turn Pa-

pifts, become Atheifts, rather than believe Chriili-

anity upon any other ground than infallibility.

Acha- The mod eminent of thofe, who were formed
raaer of ^nder thofe great men I have mention'd, were Til-

,

ome I-

Jq^.£qj^^ Stilhngfieet, and Patrick. The firlt of

thefe was a man of a clear head, and a fweet tem-

per. He had the brighteft thoughts, and the moll

corred ftyle of all our divines; and was efteemed.

the bed preacher of the age. He was a very pru-

dent man-, and had fuch a management with it,,

that I never knew any Clergy-man fo univerfally.

efteemed and beloved, as he was for above twenty

years. He was eminent for his oppofition to Po-,

pery. He was no friend to perfecution, and ftood,

up much againft Atheifm; Nor did any man con-,

tribute more to bring the City to love ourworfhip,,

than he did. But there was fo little fuperftition,,

and fo much reafon and gentlenefs in his way of

explaining things, that malice v/as long levelled

at him, and in conclufion broke out fiercely on

him, Stillingfiee't was a man of much more learn-

ing, but of a .more i'eferved, and a haughtier tem-

per. He in his youth writ an Irenicum for heal-

ing our divifions, with fo much learning and m.o-

deration, that it was efteemed a mafter-piece. His
notion was, that the Apoftles had fettled the

Church in a conftitution of Bifhops, Priefts, and

Deacons, but had made no perpetual law about it>

having only taken it in, as they did many other

things, from the cuftoms and pradtice of tht fy-

nagogue ; from which he inferred, that certainly

the conftitution was lawful fince authorifed by

them, but not neceffary, fmce they had made no
fettled
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fettled law about it. This took with many -, but 1661.
was cried out upon by others as an attempt againft

the Church. Yet the argument was managed with
fo much learning and Ikill, that none of either fide

ever undertook to anfwer it. After that, he wrote
againft infidelity, beyond any that had gone before
him. And then he engaged to write againft Po-
pery, which he did with fuch an exadlnefs and
liveiinefs, that no books of controverfy were fo
much read and valued, as his were. He was a
great man in many refpeds. He knew the world
well, and was efteemed a very wife man. The
writing of his Irenicum was a great fnare to him :

For, to avoid the imputations which that brought
upon him, he not only retraded the book, but he
went into the humours of a high fort of people,
beyond what became him, perhaps beyond his own
fenfe of things. He applied himfelf much to the
ftudy of the law and records, and the original of
our conftitution, and was a very extraordinary
ipan. Patrick was a great preacher. He wrote
much, and well, and chiefly on the Scriptures.
He was a laborious man in his fundlion, of o-reat

ftridnefs of life, but a little too fevere againft thofe
who differed from him. But that was, when he
thought their dodrines ftruck at the fundamentals
of religion. He became afterwards more mode^
rate. To thefe I ftiall add another divine, who^
tho' of Oxford, yet as he was formed by Bilhop
Wilkins, fo he went into moft of their principles ;

but vv^ent far beyond them in learning. Lloyd was
a great critick in the Greek and Latin authors

j

but chiefly in the Scriptures ; of the words and
phrafes of which he carried the moft: perfed con-
cordance in his memory, and had it the readieft
about him, of all men that ever I knew. He was
an exad hiftorian, and the moft pundual in chro-
nology of all our divines. He had read the moft
books, and with the beft judgment, and had made

I

iRe moft copious abftrads ©ut of them, of any in

this
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1 66 1, this age : So that Wilkins ufed to fay, he had the

Vwj moil learning in ready cafh of any he ever knew.

He was fo exad in every thing he fet about, that

he never gave over any part of lludy, till he had

quite mattered it. But when that was done, he

went to another fubjed:, and did not lay out his

learning with the diligence with which he laid it

in. He had many volumes of materials upon all

fubjefts laid together in fo diftind a method, that

he could with very little labour write on any of

them. He had more life in his imagination, and

a truer judgment, than may feem confiftent with

fuch a laborious courfe of ftudy. Yet, as much
as he was fet on learning; he had never negleded

his pafloral care. For feveral years he had the

greateft cure in England, St. Martins, which he

took care of with an application and diligence be-

yond any about him ; to whom he was an example,

or rather a reproach, fo few following his example.

He was a holy, humble, and patient man, ever

ready to do good when he faw a proper opportu-

nity : Even his love of ftudy did not divert him

from that. He did upon his promotion find a ve^

ry worthy fuccelfor in his cure, Tenifon, who car-

ried on and advanced all thofe good methods that

he had begun, in the management of that great

cure. He endowed fchools, fet up a publick li-

brary, and kept many Curates to aifift him in hi;s

indefatigable labours among them. He was a ve-^r

ry learned man, and took much pains to ftate the

notions and praftices of heathenifh idolatry, and

fo to faften that charge on the Church of Rome.

And, Whitehall lying within that parifli, he ftood

as in the front of the battle all King James's reign 5

and maintained, as well as managed, that dan-

gerous poft with great courage and much judg-

ment, and was held in very high efteem for his

whole deportment, which was ever grave and mo-^

derate. Thefe have been the greateft divines we

have had thefe forty years : And may w£ ever

have.
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have a fucceffion of fuch men, to fill the room of 1661.

thofe who have already gone off the ftage, and of u.-v>»*

thofe who, being now very old, cannot hold their

polls long. Of thefe I have writ the more fully,

becaufe I knew them well, and have lived long in

great friendfhip with them ; but moft particularly

with Tiilotfon and Lloyd. And, as I arn fenfiblc

I owe a great deal of the confideration that has

been had for me,- to my being known to be their

,

friend, fo I have really learned the bell part of
what I know from them. But I owed them much,
more on the account of thofe excellent principles

and notions, of which they were in a particular

manner communicative to me. This fet of men
contributed more than can be well imagined to

reform the way of preaching j which among the

divines of England before them was over-run with
pedantry, a great mixture of quotations from fa-

thers and ancient writers, a long opening of a text

with the concordance of every word in it, and a

giving all the different expofitions with the grounds
of them, and the entring into fome parts of con- The way
troverfy, and all concluding in fome, but very pf pfeadi-

fliort, pradical applications, according to the fub- ^"^ ^'^''^^

jed or the occafion. This was both long and vaikd^^^*
heavy, when all was pye balled, fall of many fay-

ings of different languages. The common llyle of
fermons was either very flat and low, or fwelled

up with rhetorick to a falfe pitch of a wrong fub-»

lime. The King had little or no literature, but
true and good fenfe ; and had got a right notion

of ftyle ; for he was in France, at a time when
they were much fet on reforming their language.

It foon appear'd that he had a true talle. So this

help'd to raife the value of thefe men, when the
King approved of the llyle their difcqurfes gene-
rally ran in; which was clear, plain, and Ihort.

They gave a fhort paraphrafe of their text, unlefs

where great difficulties required a more copious en-

largement : But even tjicn they cut off unneceflary

ihewsj
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1661. fhews of learnilig, and applied themfeives to thd
'u-.-v-'U* matter, in v/hich they opened the nature and rea-;

,
fons of things fo fully, and with that fimplicity,

that their hearers felt an inftrudion of another
fort, than had commonly been obferved before.

So they became very much followed : And a fet

of thefe men brought off the City in a great mea-
fure, from the prejudices they had formerly to the
Church.

1662. There was a great debate in Council, a little be-

^^^...^m^ fore St. Bartholomew's day, whether the A<St of
Tfce Aa Uniformity lliould be punctually executed, or nbi.
©fUmfor- Some moved to have the execution of it delayed

S'Siwri ^^ ^^^ ^^^^ fefBon of Parliament. Others were

ligoax. for executing if in the main, but to connive at

fome eminent men, and to put Curates into their

Churches to read and officiate according to the

Common-prayer, but to leave them to preach on,

till they Ihould die out. The Earl of Manchefter
laid ali thefe things before the King with
much zeal, but with no great force. Sheldon on
the other hand prefs'd the execution of the law

:

England was accuftomed to obey laws : So while

they Hood on that ground, they were fafe, and
Heeded fear none of the dangers that feemed to be

ihi-eatened : He alfo undertook to fill ali the va-

cant pulpits, that fhould be forfaken in London,
better and more to the fatisfadion of the people,

than they had been before : And he feemed to ap-

prehend, that a very fmall number would fall un-

der the deprivation, and that the grofs of 'the party

would conform. On the other hand, thofe who
led the party took great pains to have them all ftick

together: They infufed it into them, that if great

numbers Hood out, that would fhew their ftrength,

and produce new laws in their favour ; whereas

they would be defpifed, if, after fo much noife

made, the greater part of them fhould conform.

So it was thought, that many went out in the croud

to
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m keep their friends company « Many of ihtfe 1662.

were diftinguifiied by their abilities and zeal. <u*»v>^

They cait themfelves upon the providence ofGodj
and the charity of their friends^ \yhich had a fair

appearance, as of men that were ready to fuffer

perfecLition for their confciences. This begot

efteem, and raifed compallion : Whereas the old

Clergy, now much enriched, were as much def-

pifed. But the young Clergy that came from the

Univerfities did good fervice. Learning was then

high at Oxford ; chiefly the fludy of the, oriental

tongues, which was much raifed by the Polyglot

Bible, tlien lately fet forth. They read the fathers

much thei^e. Mathematicks and the new philofb-

phy were in great efleem. And the meetings that

Wilkins had begun at Oxford were now held in

London too, in fo publick manner, that the King
himfelf encouraged them muchj and had many
experiments made before him.

The men that formed the Royal Society in Lon- The

don were Sir Robert Murray, the Lord Brounker, ^°7^^

a profound mathematician, and Dodor Ward,
^^'^^^'

foon after promoted to Exeter, and afterwards re-

moved to Salifbury. Ward was a man of great

reach, went deep in mathematical ftudies, and was
a very dextrous man, if not too dextrous ; for his

fmcerity was much queitioned. He had complied
during rhe late times, and held in by taking the

Covenant: So he was hated by the high men as a

time-ferver. But the Lord Clarendon faw, that

mod of the Biihops were men of merit by their

fufferings, but of no great capacity for bufinefs.

He brought Ward in, as a man fit to govern the

Church : For Ward, to get his former errors to

be forgot, went into the high notions of a fevere

conformity, and became the moil confiderable

man on the Biihops bench. He was a profound
States-man, but a very indifferent Clergy-man.

, Many Phyficians, and other ingenious men went
into the Society for natural Phiiofophy. But he

who
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1662. who laboured moft, at the greateft charge, and

*-nno with the moft fucceefs at experiments, was Robert

Boyle, the Earl of Cork's youngeft Ion. He was
looked on by all who knew him, as a very perfedt

pattern. He was a very devout Chriftian, humble
^ -and modeft, almoft to a fault, of a moft fpotlefs and

exemplary life in all refpefts. He was highly cha-

ritable ; and was a mortified and felf-denied man,^

that delighted in nothing fo much as in the doing

good. He neglefted his perfon, defpifed the

world, and lived abftraded from all pleafures, de-

figns, and interefts. I preached his funeral fer-

mon, in which I gave his chara6ter fo truly, that

I do not think it neceffary now to enlarge more
upon it. The Society for Philofophy grew fo

confiderable, that they thought fit to take out a

patent, which conftituted them a body, by the

name of the Royal Society ; of which Sir Robert

Murray was the firft Prefident, Biftiop Ward the

fecond, and the Lord Brounker the third. Their

hiftory is writ fo well by Do6lor Sprat, that I will

infift no more on them, but go on to other mat-

ters.

Confulta- After St. Bartholomew's day, the Diffenters,

tions feeing both Court and Parliament was fo much fet

^/"°"§ againft them, had much confultation together

piHs.
" what to do. Many were for going over to Hol-

land, and fettling there with their Minifters.

Others propofed New-England, and the other

Plantations. Upon this the Earl of Briftol drew

to his houfe a meeting of the chiefPapifts in Town

:

And after an oath of fecrecy he told them, now
was the proper time for them to make fome fteps

towards the bringing in of their religion : In order

to that it feemed advifable for them to take pains

to procure favour to the Nonconform ifts ; (for

that became the common name to them all, as

Puritan had been before the war :) They were the

rather to beftir themfelves to procure a toleration

for them in general terms, that they themfelves

^ might
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might be comprehended within it. The Lord 1662.
Aubigny feconded the motion. He faid, it was v-c-v-"^

fo vifibly the intereft of England to make a great

body of the trading men flay within the Kingdom,
and be made eafy in it, that it would have a good
grace in them to feem zealous for it : And, to

draw in fo great a number of thofe, who had been
hitherto the hotteft againft them, to feel their care^

and to fee their zeal to ferve them, he recom-
mended to them to make this the fubjed of all their

difcourfes, and to engage all their friends in the

defign, Bennet did not meet with them, but was
known to be of the fecret ; as the Lord Stafford

told me in the Tower a little before his death. But
that Lord foon withdrew from thofe meetings

:

For he apprehended the Earl of Briftol's heat, and
that he might raife a ftorm againft them by his

indifcreet meddling.

The King was fo far prevailed on by them, that A Deck-

in December 1662 he fet out a Declaration, that •'^^^^^
f^**

was generally thought to be procured by the Lord ^°^^^^^"^"*

Briftol : But it had a deeper root, and was de-
figned by the King himfelf. In it the King ex-
prelTed his averfion to all feverities on the account
of religion, but more particularly to all fanguinary
laws ; and gave hopes both to Papifts and Non-
conformifts, that he would jfind out fuch ways for

tempering the feverities of the laws, that all his

fubjefts Ihould be eafy under them. The wifer of
the Nonconformifts faw at what all this was aimed,
and fo received it coldly. But the Papifts went
on more warmly, and were preparing a fcheme
for a toleration for them. And one part of it

raifed great difputes among themfelves. Some
were for their taking the oath of allegiance, which
renounced the Popes depofing power. But all

thofe that were under a management from Rome
refufed this. And the Internuntio at Bruffells

proceeded to cenfure thofe that were for it, as ene-
neinie§ to the Papal authority. A. propofition v/as

alfo
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1662. alfo made for having none but fecular Priefts to-*

v-v^i-' lerated in England, who fhould be under a

Bifhop, and under an eftabHlhed government.

But that all the regulars, in particular all Jefuits,

fhould be under the ftridefl penalties forbid the

Kingdom.
Defigned The Earl of Clarendon fet this on ; for he knew
for the well it would divide the Papifts among them-
Papifts.

feives. But, tho' a few honeft Priefts, fuch as

Blacklow, Serjeant, Caron, and Wallh were for it,

yet they could not make a party among the lead-

ing men of their own fide. It was pretended, that

this was fet on foot with a defign to divide them,

and fo to break their ftrength. The Earl of Cla-

rendon knew, that Cardinal de Retz, for whom
he faw the King had a particular efteem, had come
over incognito, and had been with the King in

private. So, to let the King fee how odious a

thing his being fufpefted of Popery would be, and,

what a load it would lay on his government if it

came to ^be believed, he got fome of his party, as

Sir Allen Brodrick told me, to move in the Houfe
of Commons for an Ad: rendring it capital to fay

^ the King was a Papift. And, whereas the King

^ was made to believe that the old Cavaliers were

become milder with relation to Popery, the Lord

Clarendon upon this new A(5l inferred, that it ftill

appeared that the opinion of his being a Papift

would fo certainly make him odious, that for

that reafon the Parliament had made the fpread-

ing thofe reports fo penal. But this was taken

by another handle, while fome faid, that this A&
was made on purpofe, that, tho' the defign of

bringing in Popery (hould become ever fo vifible,

none fhould dare to fpeak oFit. The Earl of

Clarendon had a quite contrary defign in it, to let

the King fee how fatal the effeds of any fuch fuf-

picions were like to be. When tli«e Earl of Bri-

ftoFs declaration was propofed in Council, Lord

Clarendon and the Bilhops oppgfed it. But there

,

' was
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was nothing in it directly againft law, hopes being

only given of endeavours to make all men eafy

under the King's government : So it pafs'd. The
Earl of Briilol carried it as a great viftory. And
he, with the Duke of Buckingham, and ail Lord
Clarendon's enemies, declared openly againft him.

But the poor Priefts, who had made thofe honeft

motions, were very ill looked on by all their own
party, as men gained on defign to betray them.

I knew all this from Peter Walfh himfelf, who
was the honefteft and learnedeft man I ever knew
among them. He was of Irifh extradlion, and of

the Francifcan order : And was indeed in all

points of ccntroverfy almaft wholly Proteftant

:

But he had fenfes of his own, by vv^hich he excufed

his adhering to the Church of Rome : And he
maintained, that with thefe he could continue in

the communion of that Church without fm : And
he faid, that he was fure he did fome good ftay-

ing ftill on that fide, but that he could do none
at all if he fhould come over : He thought, no
man ought to forfake that religion in which he was
born and bred, unlefs he was clearly convinced,

that he muft certainly be damned if he continued

in it. He was an honeft and able man, much
pradifed in intrigues, and koew well the methods

of the Jefuits, and other Miffionaries. He told

me often, there was nothing which the whole
Popilh party feared more than an union of thofe

of the Church of England with the Prefbyterians :

They knew, we grew the weaker, the more our
breaches were v/idened -, and that, the more we
were fet againft one another, we would mind them
the lefs. The Papifts had two maxims, from
which they never departed : The one was to di-

vide us : And the other \vas to keep themfelves

united, and either to fet on an indifcriminated to-

leration, or a general profecution ; 'for fo we 1 ,ived

to foften the liarfh v/ord of perfecution. And he

obferved, not without great indignation at us for

VoL. L T our
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our tolly, that we, inftead of uniting among our-

felv^es, and dividing them, according to their max-
ims, did all we could to keep them united, and to

disjoint our own body: For he was perluaded, if

the government had held an heavy hand on the

Regulars and the Jefuits, and had been gentle to

the Sefeulars, and had fet up a diftinguifhing teft,

renouncing all fort of power in the Pope over the

templ&ral rights of Princes, to which the Regulars

and the Jefuits could never fubmit, that this would
have

.
engaged them into fuch violent quarrels

among themfelves, that cenfures would have been

thundred at Rome againft all that fhould take any

fuch teft i which would have procured much dif-

puting, and might have probably ended in the re-

volt of thfe Ibberer part of that Church. But he

found, that, tho' the Earl of Clarendon and the

Duke of Ormond liked the proje6l, little regard

was had to it by the governing party in the

Court.

The Church party was alarmed'at all this. And
tho' they were unwilling to fufpe<5b the King or

the Duke, yet the management for Popery was fo

vifible, that in the next feffion of Parliament the

King's declaration was feverely arraigned, and the

authors of it were plainly enough pointed at.

This was done chiefly by the Lord Clarendon's

Friends. And at this the Earl of Briftol was

highly difpleaied, and refolved to take all poffible

methods to ruin the Earl of Clarendon. He had

a great' fKill in aftrology, and had pofTefled the

King with an high opinion of it : And told the

Duke of Buckingham, as he faid to the Earl of

Rochefter, Wiimot, from whom I had it, that he

was confident that he would lay that before the

King, which would totally alienate him both from

his brother and from the Lord Clarendon : For

he could dcmonftrate by the principles of that

art, that he was to fall by his brother's means, if

HOC
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not by his hand: And he was fure this would 166:;;.

work on the King. It would lb, faid the Duke
of Buckingham, but in another way than he ex-

peded : For it would make the King be fo afraid

of offending him, that he would do any thing

rather than provoke him. Yet the Lord Brifcol

would lay this before the King. And the DiJke
of Buckingham believed, that it had the effg<5t

ever after, that he had apprehended : For tho' the

King never loved nor efteemed the Duke, yet he
feemed to ftand in fome fort of awe of him.
But this was not all : The Lord Briitol refolved H'e accuf-

:o offer articles of impeachment againft the Earl ^^^^^/^^""

Df Clarendon to the Houfe of Lords, tho' it v/as ^q.^Cq o?
Dlainly provided againft by the ftatute agatnft ap- Lords.

3eals in the reign of Henry the fourth. Yet both
:he Duke of Buckingham, and the Lord Briftol,

:he fathers of thefe two Lords, had broken thro*

:hat in the former reign. So the Lord Briftol

irew his impeachment, and carried it to the Kins:,

^'ho took much pains on him in a foft and gentle

Tianner to diffuade him from it. But he would
lot be wrought on. And he told the King
plainly, that, if he forfook him, he would raife

uch diforders that all England lliould feel them,
md the King himfelf fhould not be without a
arge fhare m them. The King, as the Earl of
-.auderdale told me, who faid he had it from
limfelf, faid, he was fo provoked at this, that he
iurft not truft himfelf in anfwering it, but went
>ut of the room, and fent the Lord Aubigny to
often him ; But all was in vain. It is very pro-
'able, that the Lord -Briftol knew the fecret of
he Kingf's religion, which both made him fo

'old, and the King fo fearful. The next day he
^arried the charge to the Houfe of Lords. It v/a;s

'f a very mixed nature : In one part he charged
he Lord Clarendon with raifing jealoufies, and
preading reports of the King's being a Papift :

^nd yet in the other articles he charged him with

T 2 correi-
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1663. correfpondence with the Court of Rome, in order

to the making the Lord Aubigny a Cardinal, and

feveral other things of a very itrange nature. As

foon as he put it in, he, it feems, either repented

of it, or at leaft was prevailed with to abfcond.

He was ever after that looked on, as a man ca-

pable of the higheft extravagancies pofTible. He
made the matter worfe by a letter that he wrote 1

to the Lords, in which he expreffed his fear pf [

the danger the King was in by the Duke's having \

of guards. Proclamations went out for difco-

vering him. But he kept out of the way till the

ftorm was over. The Parliament expreffed a firm

refolution to maintain the Ad: of Uniformity.

And the King being run much in debt, diey

gave him four fubfidies, being willing to return

to the ancient way of taxes by fubfidies. %t i

thefe were fo evaded, and brought in fo little

money, that the Court refolved never to have re-

courfe to that method of raifmg money any more,

but to betake themfelves for the future to the af-

feffment begun in the war. The Convocation

gave at the fame time four fubfidies, which proved

as heavy on them, as they were light on the tem-

porality. This was the laft aid that the fpiritu-

alty gave ,: For the whole proving fo inconfider-

able,°and yet fo unequally heavy on the Clergy,

it was refolved on hereafter to tax Church bene-

fices as temporal eftates were taxed ; which proved ,

indeed a lighter burden, but was not fo honour- .

able as when it was given by themfelves. Yet in-

tereft prevailing above the point of honour, they .1

acquiefced in it. So the Convocations being no :

more neceffary to the Crown, this made that there

was iefs regard had to them afterwards. They

.-were often difcontinued, and prorogued: And

when they met, it was only for form. The Par-

liament did pafs another A6t, that was very ac-

ceptable to the Court, and that Ihewed a confi-

dence in the King, repealing the A(5t of triennial

Parlia-
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Parliaments, which had been obtained with fo

much difficulty, and was clogged with fo many
claufes, which feemed to transfer the power from

the Crown to the people, that, when it was car-

ried, it was thought the greatcft fecurity that the

people had for all their other Uberties. But it

was now given up without a ftruggle, or any clau-

fes for a certainty of Parliaments, befides a gene-

ral one, that there iliould be a Parliament called

within three years after the diflblution of the pre-

fent Parliament, and fo ever afterwards -, but with-

I out any fevere claufes, in cafe the A6t was not

;
obierved.

i
As for our foreign negotiations I know nothing

!in particular concerning them. Secretary Bennet

had them all in his hands : And I had no confi-

Idence vvith any about him. Our concerns with

^'Portugal were publick : And I knew no fecrets

I

about thefe.

[
By a melancholy inftance to our private family APlotdif-

|it appeared, that France was taking all poffible- covered.

[methods to do every thing that the King defired.

;The Commonwealths-men were now thinking, that

,
they faw the ftream of the Nation beginning to

[turn againft the Court : And upon that they were

meeting, and laying plots to retrieve their loft
' game. One of thefe being taken, and apprehend-

; ing he was in danger, begg'd his life of the King,

and faid, if he might be afllired of his pardon, he

would tell where my uncle Warifton was, who
was then in Rouen : For the air of Hamborough
agreed fo ill with him, that he was advifed to go
to Ftance j and this man was in the fecret. The

: King fent one to the Court of France, defiring he

i
might be put in his hands : And this was imme-

j

diately done : And no notice was fent to my uncle

to go out of the way, as is ufual in fuch cafes,

when a perfon is not charged with aflaffinations

or any infamous adion, but only with crimes of

3tat?. He was fent over, and kept fome months

J 3 m
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in the Tower of London •, and from that was fent

to Scotland, as Ihall be told afterwards.

Thedtv The defign of a war with Holland was now
lign of a working. I have been very politively aflu^red by
war vyith

gtates-iTien of both fides, that the French fet it

on in a very artmciai manner : tor while they en-

couraged us to infill on fome extravagant demands,

they at the fame time prelfed the Dutch not to

yield to them : And as they put them in hopes,

that, if a rupture fhould follov/, they would affift

them according to their alliance, lb they aflli red

us that they v.'ould do us no hurt. Downing was

then employed in Holland, a crafty fawning man,

who was ready to turn to every fide that was up-

permoft, and to betray thofe who by their former

friendfhip and fervices thought they might depend

on him ; as he did fome of the Regicides, whom
he got in his hands under truft, and then delivered

them up. He had been Cromwell's AmbafTadcur
• in Holland, where he had offered perfonal af-

fronts both to the Kiner and the Duke : Yet he

had by fome bafe pra6l:ices got himfelf to be fo

effectually recommended by the Duke of Alber-

marie, that all his former offences were forgiven,

and he was fent into Holland as the King's Am-
bafiadour, whofe behaviour towards the King him-

felf the States had obferved. So they had reafon

to conclude he was fent over with no good in-

tent, and that he was capable of managing a bad

•defign, and very ready- to undertake it. There

^
was no vifible caufe of war. A complaint of a

fhip taken was ready to have been fatisfied. But

Downing hindred it. So it was plain, the King

hateci them ; and fancied they were fo feeble, and

the EncrliQi v^^ere fo much fuoerior to them, that

a war vvTould humble them to an entire fubraiffion

and dependence on him in all things. The States

had treated, and prefented the King with great

magnificence, and at a vaft charge, during the,

time that he had ilaid among them, after England'
' ~ . \id
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had declared for him. And, as far as appear-

ances could go, the King feem'd fenfibie of it

:

Infomuch that the party for the Prince of Orange

were not pleafed, becaufe their apphcations to him
could not prevail to make him interpofe, either

in the behalf of himfelf, or of his friends, to get

the refclutions taken againft him to be repealed,

or his party again put in places of truft and com.-

mand. The King put that off as not proper to

be prefled by him at that tinle. But neither then

nor afterwards did he beflir himfelf in that matter.

Tho', if either gratitude or intereft had been of

force, and if thefe had not been over-ruled by

fome more prevalent confiderations, he mufb have

been inclined t,o make fome returns for the fer-

vices the late Prince did him : And he muft have

feen, what a figure he muft make by having the

Prince of Orange tied to him in intereft, as much
as he was by blood. France and Popery were the

true fprings of all thefe counfels. It was the in-

tereft of the King of France, that the Armies of

the States might fall under fuch a feeblenefs, that

they ftiould be in no condition to make a vigo-

rous refiftance, when he ftiould be ready either to

invade them, or to fall into Flanders ; which he

was refolved to do, whenfoever the King of Spain

ftiould die. The French did thus fet on the war
43etween th& Englifti and the Dutch, hoping that

our Fleets ftiould mutually weaken one another fo

much, that the naval force of France, which was

increafing very conftderably, ftiould be near an

equality to them, when they ftiould be ftiattered

by a war. The States were likevv'ife the greateft

ftrength of the Proteftant intereft, and were there-

fore to be humbled. So, in order to make the

King more confiderable both at home and abroad,

the Court refolved to prepare for a war, and to

. feek for fuch colours as might ferve to'juftify ito

The Earl of Clarendon was not let into the fecret

pf this defign, and was always againft it. But
T 4 his
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166^0 his intereft was now funk low : And he began t©
>-^y««*^ feel the power of an imperious miftrefs over an

amorous King, who was fo difgufted at the
Qtieen, that he abandoned himSlf wholly to

amour and luxury.

This was, as far as I could penetrate into it,

the flate of the Court for the firft four years after

the Refioration. I was in the Court a great part
of the years 1662, 1663, ^"<^ 1664; and was as

inquifitive as I could poffibly be, and had more
than ordinary occafions to hear and fee a great
deal.

^Il^^
^^- But now I return to the affairs of Scotland :

Scoiland.
^^^^ ^^^^ °f Midietoun after a delay of fome
months came up to London, and was very coldly

received by the King. The Earl of Lauderdale
moved that a Scotch Council might be called.

The Lord Clarendon got this to be delayed a fort-

^\Sac°u?"'^^^*
When it met, the Lord Lauderdale ac-

ecfby'^^^"*^^^^'^
the Earl of Midietoun of many malverfa-

Laaaer- tions in the great trull he had been in, \yhich he
fiale. aggravated feverely. The Lord Midietoun de-

iired he might have what v/as objefted to him in

writing, And when he had it, he lent it to Scot-

land ; fo that it was fix w^eks before he had his

anfwer ready ; all on defign to gain time. He
excufed fome errors in point of form, by faying,

that, having ferved in a military way, he under-
ftood not ib exa611y what. belonged to law and
form : But infifted on this, that he defigned no-
thing, hut that the King's fervice might go on,
and that his friends might be taken care of, and
his enemies be humbled, and that fo loyal a Par-
liament might -te encouraged, who were full of
zeal and affedion to his fervice ; that, in comply-
ing with them_, he had kept every thing fo- en-
tirely in his Majefty's power, that the King was
under no difficulties by any thing they had done.
In the mean while Sheldon was very earnefl with
'the i^ing to forgive the Lord Midletoun's crime,
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otherwlfe he concluded the change fo newly made 1663.
in the Church would be fo ill fupported, that it

muft fall to the ground. The Duke of Alber-

marle, who knew Scotland, and had more credit

on that head than on any other, pretended that

the Lord Midletoun's party was that on which
the King could only rely : He magnified both
their power and their zeal ; and reprefented the

Earl of Lauderdale's friends, as cold and hollow
in the King's fervice : And, to fupport all this,

the letters that came from Scotland were full of
the infolencies of the Prdbyterians, and of the

dejedion the Bifhops and their friends were un-
der. Sharp was prevailed on to go up. He pro-
mifed to all the Earl of Midletoun's friends, that

he would (tick firm to him ; and that he would
lay before the King, that his Handing or falling

muft be the ftanding or fxliing of the Church.
Of this the Earl of Lauderdale had advice fent

him. Yet when he came to London, and faw
that the King was alienated from the Lord Midle-
toun, he refolved to make great fubmiffions to

the Lord Lauderdale. When he reproached him
for his engagements v/ith the Earl of Midletoun,
he denied all j and faid, he had never gone far-

ther than what^ was decent, confidering his poft.

Ele alfo denied', he had writ to the King in his

favour. But the King had given the original let-

ter to the Lord Lauderdale, who upon that lliewed
it to Sharp •, with which he was fo ftruck, that he
fell a crying in a moft abjed manner. He begged
pardon for it .; and faid, what could a com.pany
of poor men refufe to the Earl of Midletoun,
who had done fo much for them, and had them fo

entirely in his power. The Lord Lauderdale upon
this comforted him ; and faid, he would forgive
them all that was paft, and would ferve them
and the Church, at another rate than Lord
Midletoun was capable of doing. So Sharp be-
came wholly his. Of all this Lord Lauderdale

pave
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1663. gave me a full relation the next day ; and fhewed
me the papers that pafs'd between Lord Midle-

toun and him. Sharp thought he had efcaped

well. The Earl of Midletoun treated the Bilhops

too much as his creatures, and affumed a great

deal to himfelf, and expreffed a fort of autho-

rity over them ; which Sharp was uneafy under,

tho' he durft not complain of it, or refift it

:

Whereas he reckoned, that Lord Lauderdale,

knowing the fufpicions that lay on him, as fa-

vouring the Prefbyterians, would have lefs credit

and courage in oppofing any thing, that Ihould

be neceffary for their fupport. It proved that in

this he judged right : For the Lord Lauderdale,

that he might maintain himfelf at Court, and with

the Church of England, was really more compli-

ant and eafy to every propofition that the Bifhops

made, than he would otherwife have been, if he

had been always of the Epifcopal party. But all

he did that way was againlt his heart, except when
his pafQons were vehemently flirred, which a very

flight occafion would readily do.

When the Earls of Lauderdale and Midletoun

had been writing papers and anfwers for above

three months, an accident happened which haftened

Lord Midletoun's diigrace. The Earl of Lau-

derdale laid before the King the unjuft proceed-

ings in the laying on of the fines. And, to make
all that party fure to himfelf, he procured a letter

from the King to the Council in Scotland, or-

dering them to ifTue out a proclamation, for fu-

perfeding the execution of the Aft of fining till

"

farther order. The Privy Council being then' for

the greater part compofed of Lord Midletoun's

friends, it was pretended by fome of them, that,

as long as he was the King's Commiffioner, they

could receive and execute no orders from the

King, but thro' his hands. So they writ to him,

defiring him to reprefent to the King, that thi^

would be an affront piJt Qii the proceedings of
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Pariiament, and would raife the fpirits of a party 166:?.

that ought to be kept down. Lord Midietoun

writ back, that he had laid the matter before the

King ; and that he, confidering better of it, or-

dered, that no proceeding fhouid be made upon
his former letter. This occanoned a hot debate

in Council. It was faid, a letter under the King's

hand could not be countermanded, but from the

fame hand. So the Council wrote to know the

King's mind in the matter. The King protefted

he knew nothing of it, and that Lord Midietoun

had not fpoke one word on the fubje6t to him.

He upon that fent for him, and chid him fo fe-

verely, that Lord Midietoun concluded from it

that he was ruined. Yet he always flood upon it,

that he had the King's order by word of mouth
for what iie havd done, tho' he was not fo cautious

as to prociire an inllruction under his hand for his

warrant. It is very probable, that he fpoke of it

to the King, when his head was full of fomewhat
elfe, fo thac he did not mind it ; and that, to get

rid of the Earl or Midietoun, he bid him do what-

foever he propofed, without refleding much on it.

For the King was at that time often fo diftraded

in his thoughts, that he was not at all times mailer

of himfelf. The Queen-Mother had brought over

from France one Mrs. Steward, reckoned a very

great beauty, who was afterwards married to the

Duke of Richmond. The King was believed to

be deeply in love with her. Yet his former

Miflrefs kept her ground ilill. And, what with

har humours and jealoufy, and what with this new
amour, the King had very little quiet, between

both their pafTions and his own.

Towards the end of May, the King called ma-
ny of the Engliih Counfellours together, and did

prder all the papers that had pafled between the

Earls of Lauderdale and Midietoun to be read to

them. When that was done, many of them who
^'e4;e Midletoun's friends faid much in excufe of

his
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his errors, and of the necefiity of continuing him
ftill in that high truft. But the King faid, his er-

rors were fo great and fo many, that the credit of

his affairs mufl ftiffer, if he continued them any

longer in fuch hands. Yet he promifed them, he

would be ftill kind to him ; for he looked on him
And turn- as a very honeft man. Few days after that. Se-
ed out cretary Morrice was fent to him, with a warrant
^^^^^' under the King's hand, requiring him to deliver

up his commilTion, which he did. And fo his

Miniftry came to an end, after a fort of a reign of

much violence and injuftice : For he was become
very imperious. He and his company were deli-

vered up to fo much excefs, and to fuch a mad-
nefs of frolick and intemperance, that as Scotland

had never feen any thing like it, fo upon this dif-

grace there was a general joy over the Kingdom :

Tho' that lafted not long ; for thofe that came
after him grew worfe than ever he was like to be.

He had lived in great magnificence, which made
him acceptable to many : And he was a firm friend,

tho' a violent enemy. The Earl of Rothes was

declared the King's CommilTioner. But the Earl

of Lauderdale would not truft him. So he went

down'\vith him, and kept him too vifibly in a de-

pendence on him, for all his high character.

Warli'- One of the firft things that was done in this

ton's exe- feffion of Parliament, was the execution ofmyun-
cunon,

fortunate uncle, Warifton. He was fo difordered

both in body and mind, that it was a reproach to

a government to proceed againft him : His me-
mory was fo gone, that he did not know his own
children. He was brought before the Parliament,

to hear what he had to fay, why his execution

fhould not be awarded. He fpoke long, but in a

broken and difordered ftrain, which his enemies

fancied was put on to create pity. He was fen-

tericed to die. His deportment was unequal, as

might be expefted from a man in his condition.

Tet when the day of jiis execution came, he was

very
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very ferene. He was chearful, and feemed fully

fatisfied with his death. He read a fpeech twice

over on the fcaffold, that to my knowledge he

compofed himfelf, in which he juftified all the

proceedings in the Covenant, and afTerted his own
lincerity ; but condemned his joyning witli Crom-
well and the Seftaries, tho' even in that his inten-

tions had been fincere, for the good of his Coun-
try, and the fecurity of religion. Lord Lauder-
dale had lived in great friendfhip with him : But
he faw the King was fo fet againft him, that he,

who at all times took more care of himfelf than
of his friends, would not in fo critical a time feem
to favour a man, v/hom the Prefbyterians had fet

up as a fort of an idol among them, and on whom
they did depend more, than on any other man then

alive.

The bufinefs of the Parliament went on as the

Lord Lauderdale direfted. The whole proceed-

ing in the matter of the balloting was laid open.

It appeared, that the Parliament had not deiired

it, but had been led into it by being made believe

that the King had a mind to it. And of all the

members of Parliament, not above twelve could

be prevailed on to own, that they had advifed the

Earl of Midletoun to allv leave of the King for it,

whofe private fuggeflions he had reprefented to the

King as the defire of the Parliament.^ This finifhed

his difgrace, as well as it occafioned the putting

all his party out of employments.

While they were going on with their affairs. An AQ,

they underftood that an Adl had pafs'd in the Par- ^^>"ft

liament of England againft all Conventicles, im- ^^76^"'*

powering Juftices of Peace to convict offenders

without Juries; which was thought a great breach

on the fecurity of the Englifh conftitution, and a

raifing the power of Juftices to a very arbitrary

pitch. Any meeting for religious worlhip, at

which five were prefent more than the family, was
declared a Conventicle. And every perfon above

fixteen.
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fixteen, that waas prefent at it, was to lye three

months in prifon, or to pay 5 1. for the firft of-

fence i fix months for the fecond offence, or to pay
20 1. fine; and for the third offence, being con-

vidt by a Jury, was to be banifhed to any planta-

tion, except New England or Virginia, or to pay
an I col. All people were amazed at this feverity.

But the Bifhops in Scotland took heart upon it,

and refolved to copy from it. So an ' Aft pafs'd

there, almoft in the fame terms. And, at the

paffing it, Lord Lauderdale in a long fpeech ex-

preffed great zeal for the Church. There was
fome little oppofition made to it by the Earl of

Kincardin, who was an enemy to all perfecution.

But, tho' fome few voted againft it, it was carried

by a great majority.

The con- Another Ad pafs'd, declaring the conftitution

fUtutionof of a National Synod. It was to be compofed of
a Natio- the Archbifhops and Bifhops, of all Deans, and of
naibynod. ^^^ ^^ ^^ deputed from every Prefbytery ; of

v/hich the Moderator of the Prefbytery named by
the Bifhop was to be one : All things were to

be propofed to this Court by the King or his

Commiffioner. And whatfoever Ihould be agreed

to by the n"iaiority and the Prelident, the Arch-

biihop of St. Andrews, was to have the force

of an Ecclefiailical law, when it fhould be con-

firmed by the King. Great exceptions were

taken to this Adt. The Church was reftrained

from meddling with any thing, but as it Ihould be

laid before them by the King •, which was thought

afevere reftraint, like that of the Proponentibus

Legatis fo much complained of at Trent. The
putting the negative, not in the whole bench of

the Bifhops, but fingly in the Prefident, was

thought very irregular. But it pafs'd with fo little

obfervation, that the Lord Lauderdale could

fcarce believe it was penned as he found it to be,

when I told him of it. Primrofe told me. Sharp

put that claufe in with his own hand. The inferi-

I our
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our Clergy complained, that the power was wholly 1663.
taken from them •, fince as one of their deputies v-*-v«»**

was to be a perfon named by the Bifhops, fo,

the Moderators claiming a negative vote in their

Prefbyteries as the Bilhops delegates, the other

half were only to coniill of Perfons to whom they

confented. The A(5t was indeed lb penned, that

no body moved for a National Synod, when they

faw how it was to be conftituted.

Two other Adls pafs'd in favour of the Crown,
The Parliament of England had laid great impofi-

tions on all things imported from Scotland : So
the Parliament, being fpeedily to be diffolved,

and not having time to regulate fuch impofitions

on Englilli goods, as might force the Englifh to

J)ring that mattertoajuft balance, they put that

confidence in the King, that they left the laying of
impofitionson all foreign merchandize wholly tohim.

Another A6b was looked on as a pompous comr ^^ ^^
plement : And fo it pafs'd without obfervation, or offering

any oppofition. In it they made an oSer to the King ^" -^"™y

\Qf an Army of twenty thoufand foot and two thou-
J?jJ^^'^

fand horfe, to be ready upon fum.mons to march
with forty days, provifion into any part of his Ma-
jefty's dominions, to oppofe invafions, to fupprefs

infurreftions, or for any other caufe in which his

authority, power, or greatnefs was concerned.
No body dreamt, that any ufe was ever to be
made of this. Yet the Earl of Lauderdale had his

end in it, to let the King fee what ufe he might
make of Scotland, if he ihould intend to fet up
arbitrary government in England. He told

• the King, that the Earl of Midletoun and his

party underftood not, what was the greateft fer-

vice that Scotland could do him : They had not
much treafure to offer him : The only thing
they were capable of doing was, to fuFnifh him
with a good Army, when his aifairs in Eng-
land fhould require it. And of this he made
great ufe afterwards to advance himfelf, tho' it

could never have lignified any thing to the ad-

vancmg
•Vijfi'
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1663. vanclng the King's ends. Yet fo eafy was it to

V..-V-'*-' draw the Parliament of Scotland to pafs A6ls of

the greateft confequence in a hurry, without con-

fidering the effeds they might have. After thefe

A6ts were pafs'd, the Parliament was dilTolved
;

which gave a general fatisfaction to the country,

for they were a furious fet of people. The go-

vernment was left in the Earl of Glencairn's hands,

who began, now that he had little favour at Court,

to fet himfelf on all occafions to oppofc Sharp's

violent notions. The Earl of Rothes ftuck firm

to Sharp ; and was recommended by him to the

Billiops of England, as the only man that fup-

ported their interefts. The King at this time re-

ftored Lord Lorn to his Grand-father's honour, of

being Earl of Argile, pafling over his Father ;

and gave him a great part of his eftate, leaving the

reft to be fold for the payment of debts, which

did not raife in value above a third part of them.

This occafioned a great outcry, that continued

long to purfue him.

1664. Sharp went up to London to complain of the

v-'-v-'O Lord Glencairn, and of the Privy Council ; where,
Sharp

j^g f^j^^ there- was fuch a remifTnefs, and fo much

rvvio-*^'
popularity appeared on all occafions, that, unlefs

lend/. fome more fpirit were put into the adminiftration,

it would be impo'ffible to preferve the Church.

That Vv^as the word ahvays ufed, as if there had

been a charm in it. He moved, that a letter

might be writ, giving him the precedence of the

Lord Chancellour. This was thought an inex-

cufabie piece of vanity : For in Scotland, when

there was no Commiffioner, all matters pafs'd

thro' the Lord Chancellour's hands, who by Ad
of Parliament was to prefide in all Courts, and

was confidered as reprefenting the King's perfon.

He alfo moved, that the King would grant a fpe-

cial commiffion to fome perfons, for executing the

- Laws relating to the Church. All the Privy Coun-

feiiours were to be of it. But to thefe he defired

many
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niany others might be added, for v/hom he under- 1664.
toolc, that they would execute them with zeal. v,.*-v-«*j

Lord Lauderdale faw that this would prove a Lauder-

Hiorh-CommilTion Court : Yet he gave way to it,
'^^^^ S^*"^

tho' much againft his own mindi Upon thefe
'

things I took the liberty, tho' then too young to

meddle in things of that kind, to expoftuiate very

freely with him. I thought he was a6ting the Earl

of Traquair's part, giving way to all the follies of
the Bifhops on defign to ruin them. Fie upon that

ran into a great deal of freedom with me : He told

me many pallages of Sharp's pail life : He was
perfuaded he would ruin all : But, he faid, he was
refolved to give him line : For he had not credit

enough to fbop him ; nor would he oppofe any
thing that he propofed, unlefs it were very extrsr

vagant : He faw the Earl of Glencairn and he
would be in a perpetual war : And it was indiffer-

ent to him, how matters might go between them :

Things would run to a height : And then the King
would of himfelFput a ifop to their carier: For
the King faid often, he v/as not Prieil-ridden : Fie

would not venture a war, nor travel again for any
party. This was all that I could obtain from the

.Earl of Lauderdale. I prelTed Sharp himfeif to

• think of more moderate methods. But he defpifed

my applications : And from that time he was very

jealous of me.
Fail-foul, Archbifliop of Glafgow, died this year ; B ;rnet

And one Burnet fucceeded him, who was a near ^'^'^'^'^

kinfman of the Lord Rutherford's-, who, from
^;,'J]-^.°,^

being Governor of Dunkirk, when it was fold^

was lent to Tangier, but foon after in an unhappy
encounter, going out to view fom.e grounds, was
intercepted, and cut to pieces by the Moors. Upon
Rutherford's recommendation, Burnet, v/ho had
lived many years in England, and knew nothing
of Scotland, was fent thither, firft to be Bifiiop of

Aberdeen : And from thence he was raifed to Glaf-

gow. He, was of hirnfelf a foft and good natured

Vol. L U man.

Glafgow*
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man, tolerably learned, and of a blamelefs life:

But was a man of no genius : And tho' he was in-

clined to peaceable and moderate counfels, yet he

v/as much in the power of others, and took any

impreflion that was given him very eafily. I was

much in his favour at firft, but could not hold it

long : For as I had been bred up by my fathier to

love hberty and moderation, fo I fpenfthe greatelt

part of the year 1664 in Holland and France,

which contributed not a little to root and fix me
in thole principles,

f I faw much peace and quiet in Holland, not-

widiilanding the diverfity of opinions among them

;

which was occafioned by the gentlenefs of the go-

vernment, and the toleration that made all people

eafy and happy. An univerfal induftry was fpread

thro' the whole country. There was little afpiring

to preferm.ent in the State, becaufe little was to be

got that way. They were then apprehending a

war with England, and were preparing for it.

From thence, where every thing was tree, I went

to France, where nothing was free. The King

was beginning to put things in great method, in

his revenue, in his troops, in his government at

home, but above all in the increafmg of trade, and

the building of a great fleet. His own deport-

ment was folemn and grave, lave only that he kept

his Miftrelles very avowedly. He was diligent in

his own counfels, and regular in the difpatch of

his affairs : So that all things about him looked

like the preparing of matters for all that we have

feen adted fince. The King of Spain was confi-

dered as dying : And the Infant his fon was like

to die as foon as he : So that it was generally be-

lieved, the French King was designing to fet up a

new Empire in the Weft. He had carried the

quarrel at Rome about the Corfes fo high with the

Houfe of Ghigi, that the Proteftants were begin-

ning to flatter themfelves with great hopes. When
I was in France, Cardinal Ghigi came, as Legate,

to
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to give the King full fatisfadion in that matter.

Lord HoIIis was then AmbafTadour at Paris. I

was fo effedually recommended to him, that he

ufed me with great freedom, which he continued

to do to the end of his days. He ftood upon all

the points of an AmbafTadour with the ftiffnefs of

former ages, which made him very unacceptable

to a high-fpirited young Prince, who began even

then to be flattered, as if he had been Ibmewhac

more than a mortal. This eftabiifiied me in my
love of law and liberty, and in my hatred ot abfo-

lute power. When I came back, I ftay'd for fome

months at Court, and obferved the fcene as care-

fully as I could, and became acquainted with all

the men that were employed in Scotch affairs. I

had more than ordinary opportunities of being

well informed about them. This drew a jealoufy

on me from the Bifhops, which was increafed from

the friendfhip into which Leightoun received me.

I pafs'd for one, who was no great friend to Church
power, nor to perfacution. So it was thought,

that Lord Lauderdale was preparing me, as one

who was known to have been always Epifcopal,

to be fet up againfl Sharp and his fet of men, who
v/ere much hated by one fide, and not loved, nor

trufled, by the other.

In the mean while the Earl of Glencairn died, Sharp af-

which fet Sharp at eafe, but put him on new de- P"'p,^'*

figns. Fie apprehended, that the Earl of Twee-
ceiiour of

dale might be advanced to that pofl : For in the ScotJand.

fettlement ofthe Duchefs of Buccleugh's eflate, who
was married to the Duke of Monmouth, the beft

beloved of all the King's children, by which, in

default of ifTue by her, it was to go to the Duke
of Monmouth and the ifTue he might have by any

other wife, the Earl of Tweedale, tho' his chil-

dren were the next heirs, who were by this de-

priv'd of their right, had yet given way to it in fo

frank a manner, that the King was enough inclined

both to oblige and to truft him, B.ut Sharp had

U 2 great
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1664. great fufpicions of him, as cold in their concerns.

So lie writ to Sheldon, that upon the difpofal of

the leals the very being of the Church did fo abfo-

lutely depend, that he begged he would prefs the

King very earneftly in the matter, and that he;

would move that he might be called up before that

poll fhould be filled. The King- bid Sheldon

afiure him, he fhould take a fpecial care of that

matter, but that there was no occafion for his

coming up : For the King by this time had a very

ill opinion of him. Sharp was fo mortified with

this, that he refolved to put all to hazard ; for he

believed all was at flake : And he ventured to

come up. The King received him coldly ; and

-aiked him, if lie had not received the Archbifhop

of Canterbury's letter. He faid, he had : But he

would choofe rather to venture on his Majefty's

difpleafure, than to fee the Church ruined thro'

his caution or negligence : He knew the danger

they were in in Scotland, where they had but

few and cold friends, and many violent enemies

:

His Majefly's proteftion, and the execution of the

law, were the only things they could truft to

:

And thefe fo much depended on the good choice

of a Chancellour, that he could not anf\ver it to

God and the Church, if he did not beflir himfelf

in that matter : He knew many thought of him-

felf for that poft : But he was fo far from that

thought, that, if his Majefly had any fuch inten-

tion, he would rather choofe to be fent to a plan-

tation : He defired, that he might be a Church-

man in heart, but not in habit, that fnould be

raifed to that truil. Thefe were his very words,

as the King, reported them. From him he went

to Sheldon; and prefs'd him to move the King for

himfelf, and furnifhed him with many reaibns to

- fopport the propofition ; a main one being, that

the late King had raifed his predecefTor Spotfwood

to that Cruft. Sheldon upon that, did move the

Kins; with more than ordinary earneftnefs in it.

.
^ The
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The King fufpecled Sharp had fet him on, and

charged him to tell him the truth. The other. did

it, tho' not without fome uneafinefs. Upon that

the King told him what he had faid to himfelf.

And then it may be eafily imagined in what a

Ityle they both fpoke of him. Yet Sheldon pray-

ed the King that, whatfoever he might think of

the man, he would confider the Archbifhop and

the Church ; v/hich the King affured him he would
do. Sheldon told Sharp, that he faw the motion

for himfelf did not take ; fo he muft think of

fomewhat elfe. Sharp propofed, that the feals

might be put in the Earl of Rothes's hands, till the

King fliould pitch on a proper perfon. He alfo

propofed, that the King would make him his

Commiffioner, in order to the preparing matters

for a National Synod, that they might fettle a book
of Common-prayer, and a book of Canons. This,

he faid, muft be carried on flowly, and with great

caution ; of which the late troubles did demon-
flrate the neceflity.

All this was eafily agreed to : For the King Ro-hes

loved the Lord Rothes : And the Earl of Lauder- had the

dale would not oppofe his advancement : Tho' it
^^^^J*^

was a very extravagant thing to fee one man pof- Scotland

fefs fo many of the chief places of fo poor a King- put in his

dom. The Earl of Crawford would not abjure hands.

the Covenant : So he had been made Lord Trea,-

furer in his place : He continued to be flill, what
he was before, Lord Prefident of the Council :

And; upon the Earl of Midletoun's difgrace, he

was made Captain of a troop of guards : And now
he was both the King's Commiffioner, and upon
the matter Lord Chancellour. Sharp reckoned
this was his mafter-piece. Lord Rothes, being
thus advanced by his means, was in all things go-
verned by him. His inftruftions were fuch as

Sharp propofed, to prepare matters for a National

Synod, and in the mean while to execute the Laws,
that related to the Church, with a ileddy Itrmnefs,

U 3 $Q,
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1664. So, when he parted from White-hall, Sharp faid

*—-V-—' to the King, that he had now done all that could

be defired of him for the good of the Church : So
that, if all matters went not right in Scotland,

none muft bear the blame, but either the Earl of

Lauderdale or Rothes. And fo they came to Scot-

land, where a very furious fcene of illegal violence

was opened. Sharp governed Lord Rothes, who
abandoned himfelf to pleafure. . And, when fome
cenfured this, all the anfwer that was made, was,

a fevere piece of raillery, that the King's Commif-
fioner ought to reprefent his perfon.

166^. The governm.ent of Scotland as to civil mat-

t—v---' fe''s was very eafy. Ail were quiet and obedient.
Jllcgal B;^|t all thole Counties that lye towards the Weft

^r ^eed^
became very fierce and intraftable : And the whole

jno-s in work of the Council was to deal with them, and

Scotland, to fubdue them. It was not eafy to prove any

thing againft any of them, for they did ftick firm

to one another. The people complained of the

new fet of Miniilers, that was fent among them, as

immoral, flupid, and ignorant. Generally they

forfcok their Churches. And, if any of them went

to Church, they faid, they were little edified with

their fermiOns. And the v/hole country was full

of ftrange reports of the weaknefs of their preach-

ing, and of the indecency of their whole deport-

ment. The people treated them with great con-

tem^pt, and v/ith an avernon that broke out often

into violence and injufticc. But their Minifters

on their parts were not wanting in their com-

plaints, aggravating matters, and poflefling the

Bifhops with many (lories of defigns and plottings

againft the State. So, many were brought before

the Council, and the new Ecclefiaftical Commif-
fion, for pretended riots, and for ufing their Mi-

nifters ill, but chiefly for not coming to Chuvch,

and for holding Conventicles. The proofs were

often defective, and lay rather in prelumptions,

than
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than clear evidence : And the punilliments pro-

pofed were often arbitrary, not warranted by law.

So the Judges and other lawyers, that were of thofe

Courts, were careful to keep proceedings accord-

ing to forms of law : Upon which Sharp was often

complaining, that favour was lliown to tlie ene-

mies of the Church, under the pretence of law. It

was faid, that the people of the country were in

fuch a combination, that it was not poffible to find

witnefTes to prove things fully : And he often faid,

mull the Church be ruined for punctiUo's of law ?

When he could not carry matters by a vote, as

he had a mind, he ufually looked to the Earl of

Rothes ; who upon that was ever ready to fay,

he would take it upon him to order the matter

as Sharp propofed, and would do it in the King's

name. Great numbers were caft in prifon, where

they were kept long, and ill ufed : And fometimes

they were fined, and the younger fort whipt about

the ftreets. The people grew more fullen on all

this ill ufage. Many were undone by it, and went

over to the Scots in Ulfter, where they were well

received, and had all manner of liberty as to their

way of religion.

Burnet was fent up to pofTefs the King with the

apprehenfions of a rebellion, in the beginning of

the Dutch war. He propofed that about twenty

of the chief gentlemen of thofe Counties might be

lecured : And he undertook for the peace of the

country, if they were clap'd up. This was plainly

illegal. But the Lord Lauderdale oppofed no-

thing. So it was done : But with a very ill effed.

For thofe Gentlemen, knowing hov/ obnoxious

they were, had kept meafures a little better : But

they being put in prifon, both their frjends and

tenants laid all to the door of the Clergy, and

hated thjem the more, and ufed them the worfe

for it. The Earls of Argile, Tweedale, and Kin-

cardin, who were confidered as the Lord Lauder-

dale's chief friends, were cold in all thofe matters.

U 4 They



The History of the Reign

They fludied to keep proceedings in a legal chan-
nel, and were for moderate cenfures. Upon which
Sharp faid, they appeared to be the friends and
favourers of the enemies of the Church.

Turner Wherever the people had generally forfaken
executed their Churches, the guards were quartered thro'
the laws j-j.^ country. Sir James Turner, that commanded

"

Jaiy way'
t^^""'' ^^^^ naturally fierce, but was mad when he
was drunk ; and that was very often. So he was
ordered by the Lord Rotlics to ad according tO'

fuch diredions as Burnet fliould fend him. And
he went about the country, and received fuch lifts,

as the Minifters brought him, of thofe who came
not to Church : And, v^ithout any other proof or

any legal conviction, he fet fuch a fine on them,
as he thought they could pay, and fen t foldiers to-

lie on them till it was paid. I knew him well af-

terwards, Vvrhen he came to himfelf, being out of
employment. He v/as a learned man ; but had
been .always in armies, and knew no other rule

but to obey orders. He told me, he had no regard

to any law, but acled, as he was commanded, in a

military way. He confeffed, it went often againft

the grain with him, to ferve fuch a debauched and
worthlefs company, as the Clergy generally were ;

and that fometinies he did not ad: up to the ri-

gour of his orders ; for which he was often chid,

both by Lord Rothes and Sharp, but was never*

chcck'd for his illegal and violent proceedings.

^nd, tho' the complaints of him were very high,

io that, when he was afterwards feized on by the

party, they intended to make a facrifice of him 5

yet when they looked into his orders, and found
that his proceedings, how fierce foever, fell fhorC

pf thefe, they fpared him, as a man that had me-
rited by being fo gentle among them.
The truth is, tlie whole face of the government

looked liker the proceedings of an inquifition,

^han of legal Courts: And yet Sharp was never

fatisfied. So Lqrd Rothes and he went up tot

Court;
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Court in the firft year of the Dutch war. When
they waited firft on the King, Sharp put him in

mind of what he had faid at his laft parting, that
if their matters went not well, none muft- be
blamed for it, but either the Earl of Lauderdale,
or of Rothes : And now he came to tell his Ma-
jefty, that things were worfe than ever : And he
muft do the Earl of Rothes the juftice to fay, he
had done his part. Lord Lauderdale was all on
fire at this, but durft not give himfelf vent before
the King. So he only defired, that Sharp would
come to particulars: And then he fliould know
what he had to fay. Sharp put that off in a gene-
ral charge ; and laid, he knew the party fo well,
that, if they were not fupported by fecret encou-
ragements, they would have been long ago weary
of the oppofition they gave the government. The
King had no mind to enter farther into their com-
plaints. So Lord Rothes and he withdrew -, and
were obferved to look very pleafantly upon one
another, as they went away. Lord Lauderdale

'told the King, he was now accufed to his face:
But he would quickly let him fee what a man
Sharp was. So he obtained a m.effage from the
King to him, of which he himfelf was to be the
bearer, requiring him to put his complaints in
wntmg, and to come to particulars. He followed
Sharp home, who received him with fuch a gayity,
as it he had given him no provocation. But Lord
Lauderdale was more folemn ; and told him, it
was the King's pleafure, that he fhould put the ac-
cufation, with which he had charged him in writ-
ing.

^

Sharp pretended, he did not comprehend his
meaning. He anfwered, the matter was plain : He
had accufed him to the King : And he muft either
go through with it, and make it out, otherwife he
would charge him with leafmg-making : And
fpoke in a terrible tone to him. Upon that, as
he told me. Sharp fell a trembling, and weeping

:

Pe protefted, he meant: no harm %q him : He wa^
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only forry that his friends were, upon all occafions,

pleading for favour to the Fanaticks : (That was
become the name of reproach.) Lord Lauderdale
faid, that would not ferve turn : He was not

anfwerable for his friends, except when they a6ted

by dire6lions from him. Sharp ofFer'd to go with

him prefently to the King, and to clear the whole
matter. Lord Lauderdale had no mind to break

openly with him. So he accepted of this, and car-

ried him to the King ; where he retracted all he

had faid, in fo grofs a manner, that the King laid

afterwards. Lord Lauderdale was ill natured to

prefs it fo heavily, and to force Sharp on giving

himfelf the lye in fuch coarfe terms.
Sharp This went to Sharp's heart : So he made a pro-

brin'^^
'° pofition to the Earl of Dumfreis, who was a great

Midletoun friend of the Lord Midletoun's, to try if a recon-

into bufi- ciliation could be made between him and the Earl
nefsagain.of Rothes, and if he would be content to come

into the government under Lord Rothes. Lord
Dumfreis went into Kent, where the Lord Midle-

toun was then employed in a military command,
on the account of the war : And he laid Sharp's

proportion before him. The Earl of Midletoun

gave Lord Dumfreis power to treat in his name j

but faid, he knew Sharp too well to regard any

thing that came from him. Before Lord Dum-
freis came back, Sharp had tried Lord Rothes,

but found he would not meddle in it : And they

both underftood, that the Earl of Clarendon's in-

tereft was declining, and that the King was like to

change his meafures. So when Lord Dumfreis

came back to give Sharp an account of his nego-

tiation, he feemed furprifed, and denied he had

given him any , fuch commiffion. This enraged

the Earl of Dumfreis fo, that he publifhed the

thing in all companies : Among others he told it

very particularly to my felf.

At that time Leightoun was prevailed on to go

to Court, ^nd to give the King ^ true account of

the
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the proceedings in Scotland •, which, he faid, were 16C5,

{0 violent, that he could not concur in the plant- »-or^
ing the Chriftian religion itfelf, in fuch a manner,

much lefs a form ot government. He therefore

begged leave to quit his Biihoprick, and to retire

:

For he thought he was in fome fort acceffary to

the violences done by others, fmce he was one. of

them, and ail was pretended to be done to ella-

blhh them and their order. There were indeed no
violences committed in his diocefe. He went round
it continually every year, preaching and cate-

chifmg from pariih to parilh. He continued in

his private and afcetic courfe of life, and gave all

his income, beyond the fmall expence of his own
perfon, to the poor. He fludied to raife in his

Clergy a greater fenfe of fpiritual matters, and of

the care of fouls ; and was in all refpefts a burn-

ing and fhining light, highly eileemed by the

greater part of his diocefe : Even the Prejfbyte-

jians were much mollified, if not quite overcome,

by his mild and heavenly courfe of life. The King
feemed touched with the Hate that the country

was in : He fpoke very feverely of Sharp ; and af-

fured Leightoun, he would quickly come to other

meafures, and put a Hop to thofe violent methods :

But he would by no means fuffer him to quit his

Biihoprick. So the King gave orders that the

Ecclefiaftical Commiflion Ihould be difcontinued ;

and fignified his pleafure, that another way of pro-

ceeding was neceflary for his affairs.

lie underflood by his intelligence from Hoi- More

land, that the exiles at Rotterdam were very bufy, forces^

and that perhaps the Dutch might furnifh themai- ^-''^'j^ '°

. contents of Scotland with money and arms : So
he thought it was neceffary to raife more troops.

Two gallant officers, that had ferved him in the

wars, and, when thefe were over, had gone with

his letters to ferve in Mufcovy, where one of them,
Dalzi-ell, was raifed to be a General, and the other.

Dromond, was advanced to be a Lieutenant Ge-
neral,
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neral, an4 Governor of Smolenfko, were now, not
without great difficulty, fent back by the Czar.

So the King intended they fhould command fome
forces that he was to raife. Sharp was very ap-

prehenhve of this : But the King was pofitive. A
little before this, the A61 of fining, that had lain

fo long afleep that it was thought forgot, was re-

vived. And all who had been fined were re-^

quired to bring in one moiety of their fines : But
the other moiety was forgiven thofe who took
the Declaration renouncing the Covenant. The;

money was by A6t of Parliament to be given'

among thofe who had ferved, and fuffered for the

King ; fo that the King had only the truft of di-

flributing it. There was no more Scotch Coun-
cils called at White- hall after Lord Midletoun's

fall. But upon particular occafions the King or--

dered the Privy Counfellours of that Kingdom,
that were about the town, to be brought to him :

Before whom he now laid the neceffity, of raifing

fome more force for fecuring the quiet of Scot-

land : He only afl<:ed their advice, how they fhould

be paid. Sharp very readily faid, the money raif-

ed by the fining was not yet difpofedof : So he

propofed the applying it to that ufe. None op-

pofed this : So it was refolved on. And by that

means the CavaHers, who were come up with their

pretenfions, were difappointed of their laft hopes,

©f being recompenfed for their fufferings. The
blame of all this was caft upon Sharp, at which

they were out of meafure enraged, and charged

him with it. He denied it boldly. But the King
pubiifhed it fo openly, that he durft not contradift

him. Many, to whom he had denied that he

knew any thing of the matter, and called that ad-

vice a diabolical invention, affirmed it to the King.

And the Lord Lauderdale^ to compleat his dif-

' grace with the King, got many of his letters,

which he had writ to the Prefbyterians, aftqr the

time, in which the Kin'g knew that he was nego-

1 tiating
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tiating for Epifcopacy, in which he had conti- 1665,

nued to proteft, with what zeal he was foliciting v.or«-»

their concerns, not without dreadful imprecations

on himfelf, if he was prevaricating with them,

and laid thefe before the King : So that the King
looked on him as one of the worfl of men.

Many of the Epifcopal Clergy in Scotland were i6<-6.

much offended at all thefe proceedings. They '—^'^^

faw the prejudices of the people were increafed by °^^

them. They hated violent courfes, and thought ciergy-

they were contrary to the meek fpirit of the gof- men m
pel, and that they alienated the Nation more from Scotland

the Church. They kt themfelves much to read f\lJ^
Church-hiftory, and to obferve the ftate of the proceed-

Primitive Church, and the fpirit of thofe times : ings.

And they could not but obferve fo great a differ-

ence between the conftitution of the Church under

thofe Bifhops and our own, that they feemed to

agree in nothing but the name. I happened to

be fettled near two of the moft eminent of them,

who were often moved to accept of Biiliopricks,

but always refufed them, both out of a true prin-

ciple of humiUty and felf-denial, and alio becaufe

they could not engage in the methods by which
things were carried on. One of thefe, Mr. Nairn,

was one of the poUteil Clergymen I ever knew
bred in Scotland. Fie had formed clear and lively

fchemes of things, and was the moft eloquent of

all our preachers. He confidered the paftoral

iuntlion as a dedication of the whole man to God
and his fervice. He read the moral philofophers

much; and had wrought himfelf into their equal

temper, as much as could confift with a great deal

of fire that was in his own : Bat he turned it all

to melting devotion. He had a true notion of
• faperftition, as a narrownefs of foul, and a mean-
nefs of thoug;ht in religion. He ftudied to raife

all that converfed vvith him to great notions of

God, and to an univerfal chanty. This made him
pity
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1666. pity the Prefbyterians, as men of low notions and
ill tempers. He had indeed too much heat of ima-

gination, which carried him to be very pofitive

in fome things, in which he afterwards changed

his mind : And that made him pafs for an incon-

ilant man. In a word, he was the brighteft man
I ever knew among all our Scotch Divines. Ano-
ther of thefe was Mr. Charteris, a man of a com-
pofed and ferene gravity, but without affedtation or

fournefs. He fcarce ever fpoke in company, but

•was very open and free in private. He made
true judgments of things, and of men; and had a

peculiar talent in managing fuch as he thought

deferved his pains. He had little heat, either in

body or mind : P'or as he had a moft emaciated

body, fo he fpoke both flow, and in fo low a

voice that he could not eafily be heard. He had
great tendernefs in his temper -, and was a very

perfeft friend, and a moft fublime Chriftian. He
lived in a conftant contempt of the world, and a

ncgleft of his perfon. There was a gravity in his

converfation that raifed an attention, and begot a

compofednefs, in all about him, without frighten-

ing them •, for he made religion appear amiable in

his whole deportment. He had read all the lives

and the epiftles of great men very carefully. He
had read the fathers much ; and gave me this notion

of them, that in fpeculative points, for which wri-

ters of Controverfy fearched into their works, they

were but ordinary men : But their excellency lay

in that, which was leaft fought for, their fenfe of

fpiritual things, and of the paftoral care. In thefe

he thought their ftrength lay. And he often la-

mented, not without fome indignation, that, in

the difputes about the government of the Church,

much pains were taken to feek out all thofe paffa-

ges that (hewed what their opinions v/ere ; but

that due care was not taken to fet out the notions

that they had of the facred funftion, of the pre-

paration of mind, and inv.'ard vocation, with which

2 mt'n
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men ought to come to holy orders, or of the ftridl-

nefs of life, the deadnefs to the world, the heavenly

temper, and the conftant application to the doing

of good, that became them. Of thefe he did not

talk like an angry reformer, that fet up in that

ftrain, becaufe he was neglefted or provoked

;

but like a man full of a deep, but humble fenfe of

them. He was a great enemy to large confeflions of

faith, chiefly when they were impofed in the lump
as tefts : For he was pofitive in very few things.

He had gone thro' the chief parts of learning

:

But was then moft converfant in hiftory, as the

innocenteft fort of ftudy, that did not fill the

mind with fubtilty, but helped to make a man
wifer and better. Thefe were both fingle perfons,

and men of great fobriety : And they lived in a

conftant low diet, which they valued more than

feverer fafting. Yet they both became miferable

by the ftone. Nairn went to Paris, where he was
cut of a great one, of which he recovered, but

lived not many years after. Charteris lived to a

great age, and died in the end of the year 1 700,
having in his laft years fufFered unfpeakable tor-

ment from the ftone, which the operators would
not venture to cut. But all that faw what he fuf-

fered, and how he bore it, acknowledged that in

him they faw a moft perfect pattern of patience

and fubmiflion to the will of God. It was a great

happinefs for me, after I had broke into the world
by fuch a ramble as I had made, that I fell into

fuch hands, with whom I entered into a clofe and
particular friendfhip. They both fet me right,

and kept me right -, tho' I made at this time a fal-

ley that may be mentioned, fmce it had fome re-

lation to publick affairs. I obferved the deport-

ment of our Bifhops was in all points fo different,

from what became their funftion, that I had a

more than ordinary zeal kindled within me upon
it. They were not only furious again ft all that

ftood out againft them, but were very remifs in

all
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all the parts of their fundion. Some did not live

within their diocefe. And thofe who did, feemed
to take no care of them : They fhewed no zeal

againil vice : The moft eminently wicked in the

County were their particular confidents : They
took no pains to keep their Clergy ftriftly to rules,

and to their duty : On the contrary there was a le-

vity and a carnal way of living about them, that

very much fcandalized me. There was indeed one
Scougal, Bifhop of Aberdeen, that was a man of
rare temper, great piety and prudence: But I

thought he was too much under Sharp's condud,
and was at leaft too eafy to him.

Some of Upon all this I took a refolution of drawing up
thcgnev-

g^ memorial of the grievances we lay under by tne

the Clergy ^^^ condu6l of our Bilhops. I refolved, that no
laid before Other perfon befides my felf fhould have a fhare in

the Bi- any trouble it might bring on me : So I commu-
fliops. nicated it to none. This made it not to be in all

the parts of it fo well digefted, as it otherwife

might have been : And I was then but three and
twenty. I laid my foundation in the conftitution

ot the primitive Church ; and fliewed how they

had departed from it, by their neglefting their dio-

cefe, mediing fo much in fecular affairs, raifing

their families out of the revenues of the Church,
and above all by their violent profecuting of thofe

who differ'd from. them. Of this I writ out fome

copies, and figned them, and fent them to all the

Bilhops of my acquaintance. Sharp was much
alarmed at it, and fancied I was fet on to it by

fome of the Lord Lauderdale's friends. I was

called before the Bifhops, and treated with great

feverity. Sharp cahed it a libel. I faid, 1 had

fet my name to it, fo it could not be called a li-

bel. He charged me with, the prefumption of of-

fering to teach my fuperiours. 1 faid, fuch things

. had been not only done, but juftified in all ages.

He charged me for refieding on the King's putting

them on his Counfels: I. faid, Jl' found no fault

with
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with the King for calling them to his counfels. BnC

with them for going out of that which was their

proper province, and for giving ill counfel. Then
he charged me for reflecting on fome feverities,

which, he faid, was a reproaching piiblick Courts^

and a cenfuring the laws. 1 faid, laws might be

made in terrorum, not always fit to be executed :

But I only complained of Clergy-mens preffing the

rigorous execution of them, and going often be-

yond what the law didated. He broke out into a

great vehemence ; and propofed to the Bifhops,

chat I fhould be fummarily deprived, and excom-
rrtunicated : But none of them would agree to that.

By this management of his the thing grew pub-

lick. What i had ventured on was varioufly cen-

ifured : But the greater part approved of it. Lord 1666,'

Lauderdale and all his friends were delighted with

it : And he gave the King an account of it, who
was nOt ill pleafed at it. Great pains was taken to

make me alk pardon, but to no purpoie: : So Sharp

let the thing fall. But, that it might appear that

I had not done it upon any fa6l;ious defign, I

entered into a very clofe Hate of retirement ; and

gave my felf wholly to my ftudy, and the duties of

my fundion.

Thus I^have run over the ftate of Scotland in

the years 1663, 1664, 1665, and till, near the

end of 1666. I now return to the affairs of Eng- ^ffairs m

land i in which I muft write more defedively, be- § ^ *

ing then fo far frorn the feene. In winter 1664, The

the Kirig declared his refolution of entring into a
^^^'^"'

war with the Dutch. The grounds v^rere fo flight,

that it was vifible there was fomevvhat more at bot-

tom, than was openly owned. A great comet,

which appeared that winter., raifed the apprehenfi-

ens of thofe, v/ho did not enter into juft fpecula-

tiOns concerning thofe matters. The Houfe of

Commons was fo far from examining nicely into

the grounds of the war, that wthout any difficulty

Vol. L X they-
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1665. they gave the King two millions and a half for

,
-w-y-^w- carrying it on. A great fleet was fet out, which

the Duke commanded in perfon j as Opdam had

The the command of the Dutch fleet. But as foon
Plagoe as the war broke out, a mofl; terrible Plague broke
broke out

q,^j{. ^Kq [^ {-|^g (>j|.y ^f London, that fcattered all the

famedav . inhabitants that were able to remove themfelves

elfewherei It broke the trade of the Nation, and
fwept away about an hundred thoufand fouls j the

greateft havock that any Plague had ever made in

England. This did difhearten all people : And,
coming in the very time in which fo unjuft a war
was begun, it had a dreadful appearance. All the

King's enemies, and the enemies of Monarchy
faid, here was a manifeft charadler of God's heavy
djfpleafure upon the Nation ; as indeed the ill life

,
the King led, and the vicioufnefs of the whole
Court, gave but a melancholy profped. Yet
God's ways are not as our ways. What all had
feen in the year 1660 ought to have filenred thofe,

who. at this time pretended to comment on provi-

dence. But there will be always much difcourfe

of things that are very vifible, as well as very ex-

traordinary.

The vie- When the two fleets met, it is well known what
toryatSea accidents difordered the Dutch, and what advan-

wfS^' tage the Englifn had. If that firfl: fuccefs had
been followed, as was propofed, it might have
been fatal to the Dutch, who finding they had
fuifered fo much fleered off. The Duke ordered

all the fail to be fet on to overtake them. There
was a Council of war called, to concert the me-
thod ot adtion, when they Ihould come up with

'

them. In that Council Pen, who commanded
under the Duke, happened to fay, that they muft
'prepare for hotter work in .the next engagement.
He knew well the courage of the Dutch was never

•fo high, as when they were defperate. The Earl

,
.ot Montague, who was then a voluntier, and one

.of the Duke's Court, faid to me, it was very vi-

fible

lowed.
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fible that made an impreffion. And all the Duke*s

domefticks faid, he had got honour enough : Why
ihould he venture a fecond time ? The Diitchefs

had alfo given a ftri6l charge to all the Duke's

fervants, to do all they could to hinder him to en-

gage too far. When matters were fettled, they

went to fleep : And the Duke ordered a call to be

given him, when they fliould get up to the Dutch

fleet. It is not known what pafs'd between the

Duke and Brounker, who was of his Bed-cham-

ber, and was then in waiting : But he came to Pen,

as from the Duke, and faid, the Duke ordered the

fail to be Qackened. Pen was ftruck with the or-

der •, but did not go to argue the matter with the

Duke himfelf, as he ought to have done, but

obey'd it. When the Duke had flept, he, upon

his waking, went out on the quarter-deck, and

feemed amazed to fee the fails (lackcned, and that

thereby all hope of overtaking the Dutch v/as loft.

He queftioned Pen upon it. Pen put it on Broun-

ker, who faid nothing. The Duke denied, he

had given any fuch order. But he neither punifli-

ed Brounker for carrying it, nor Pen for obeying,

it. He indeed put Brounker out of his fervice :

And it was faid, that he durft do no more, becaufe

he was fo much in the King's favour, and in the

Miftrefs's. Pen was more in kis favour after that,

than ever before, which he continued to his

fon after him, tho' a Quaker : And it was thought

»

that all that favour was to oblige him to keep the

fecret. Lord Montague did believe, that the

Duke was ftruck, feeing the Earl of Falmouth,

the King's favourite, and two other perfons of qua-

lity, killed very near him ; and that he had no

mind to engage again, and that Pen v/as privately

with him. If Brounker was fo much in fault, as

he feemed to be, it was thought, the Duke, in the

paflion that this muft hav^ raifed in him, would

have proceeded to greater extremities, and not

have aded with fo much phlegm. This proved

X 2 the
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;:-(>i?5i the breaking the defigns of the King's whole reign

:

H:>i^«-;. For the Dutch themfelves beHeved that, if our

fleet hacl followed them with full fail, we muft
f^ome up with them next tide, and have either funk
or taken their whole fleet. De Wit was fl:ruck

with this misfortune : And, imputing fome part

of it to errors in condud:, he refolved to go on
board himfelf, as foon as their fleet was ready to

go to fea again.

An ac- . Upon this occafion I will fay a little of him,
COUP.- of and of the affairs of Holland.. His father was

in^Hof-

'^^

^^^^ deputy of the town of Dort in the States, when

land. the late Prince of Orange v/as fo much ofi^ended

with their proceedings, in difbandlng a great part

of their Army : And he was one of thofe whom he

ordered upon that to be carried to the Cafl;le of
Lpveftein. Soon after that, his defign on Amfter-

dam milcarrying, he faw a neceffity of making up
the Seft he could with the States. But, before he

had quite healed that wound, he died of thefmall-

pox. Upon his death all his party fell in difgrace,

and the Lovefteiners carried all before them. So
;De:,Wit got his fon John, then but twenty five

years of ag,e,, to be made penfioner of Dort. And
within a year after,, the penfioner of Holland dy-

ing, he was made penfioner of Holland. His
breeding was to the civil iawj which he under-

,
flood very well. He was a gre.at mathematician :

And, as his Elementa Curvarum fliew what a man
he was that way, fo perhaps no man ever applied

Algebra to all matters of trade fo nicely as he did.

He made himfelffo entirely the matter of the ftate

of Holland, that he underftood exactly all the con-

cerns of their revenue, and what fums, and in

what manner, could be raifed upon any emergency

of State : For this he had a pocket-book full of

tables, and was ever ready to fliew how they could

be furniflied with money. He was a frank, fin^

fi§re man, without fraud, or any other artifice but

filence

:
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Trlence: To which he had fo accuflomed the world,

that it was not eafy to know, whether he was filent

on defign, or cuiiom. He had a great clearnefs

of apprehenfion : And when any thing was pro-

pofed to him, how new foever, he heard all pati-

ently, and then aflced fuch queftions as occurred

to him : And by the time he had done all this, he

was as much mafter of the propofition, as the per-"

fon was that had made it. He knew nothing of

modern hiftory, nor of the ftate of Courts : And
was eminently defe6live in all points of form. But
he laid down this for a maxim, that all Princes

and States followed tlieir own intereft : So, by ob-

ferving v/hat their true interefbs were, he thought,

he could without great intelligence calculate what
they were about. He did not enough confider'

how far paffipns, amjours, humours, and opinions

wrought on the world ; chiefly on Princes. He
had the. notions of a Common-wealth from the

Greeks and Romans. And from them he came
to fancy, that an army, com.manded by officers of

their own country, was both more in their own;

power, and would ferve them with the more zeal,

fince they themfelves had fuch an intereft in the

fuccefs. And fo he was againft their hiring fo-

reigners, unlefs it was to be common foldiers^

thereby to fave their own people. But he did not

enough confider the phlegm and covetoufnefs of his

countrymen ; of which he felt the ill effefts after-

wards. This was his greateft error, and it turned

fatally upon him. But for the adminiftration of

juftice at home, and for the management of their

trade, and their forces by fea, he was the ableft

Minifter they ever had. He had an hereditary ha-

tred to the Houle of Orange. He thought it was
impoffible to maintain their liberty, if they were
ftill Statholders. Therefore he did all that was
pofifible to put an invincible bar in their way, by
the perpetual editl. But at the fame time he toclr,

great care of preferving the young Prince's fiv-

X 2 tuas.i



The FI I s T o R y of the ^

tune ; and looked well to his education, and gave
'' him, as the Prince himfelf told me, very juil no-^

tions of every thing relating to their State. For.

he faid, he did not know, but that at fome time

or other, he would be fet over them : Thei^efore

he intended to render him fit to govern well.

The Town of Amfterdam became at that time

very ungovernable. It was thought, that the

Weft- India-Company had been given up chiefly

by their means •, tor it was in value fo equal to the

EaftTndia-Company, that the aftions of both were

often exchanged for one another. When the Bi-

ihop of Munilirr began his pretenfions on the City

of Munft"er, and on a great part of Weftphalia,.

they offered themfelves up to the States, if they

would preferve them. But the Town of Amfter-

dam v/ould not confent to it, nor fubmit to the.,

charge. Yet they never feemed to fet up for a fu-

periority over the reft, nor to break the credit of

-

the Court at the Hague. Only they were back-

ward in every thing that was propofed, that en-

creafed the charge. And they were become fo

weary of D"e Wit, that he felt how much the late:

mifcarriage at fea had Ihaken his credit ; fince

misfortunes are always imputed to the errors of

thofe that govern. So he refolved to go on board.

De Ruyter often faid, that he was amazed to fee,

hov/ foon he came to a perfe6l underftandingof all

the fea affairs. The winds were fo long backward,

'

that it was not eafy to get their great ftiips thro*

the Zuyder fea. So he went out in boats himfelf,

and plummed it all fo carefully, that he found

many more ways to get out by difierent winds, ',

than was thought formerly pradicable. He got

out in time to be mafter of the fea, before the end

of the feafon: And fo recovered the aifront of the

iormer loiTes, by keeping at fea after, the Englifh

n *!ft; was forced to put in. The Earl of Sandwich

vas fent to the North with a great part of the fleet,.

:o watch for the EailTndia fhips. But. he was

thought
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thought too reimifs. They got, before he was

aware of it, into Berghen in Norway. If he had

followed them quick, he would have forced the

port, and taken them all. But he obferved forms,

and fent to the Viceroy of Norway demanding en-

trance. That was denied him. But, while thefe

meflages went backward and forward, the Dutch
had fo fortifyed the entrance into the port, that,

tho' it was attempted with great courage, yet Tid-
diman, and thofe who compofed that fquadron,

were beat off with great lofs, and forced to let go
a very rich Heet : For which Lord Sandwich was
much blamed, tho' heWas fent AmbalTadour into

Spain, that his difgrace might be a little foftened

by that employment. The Duke's conduct was

alfo much blamed : And it was faid, he was moft
in fault, but that the Earl of Sandv/ich was .made

the facrifice.

Here I will add a particular relation of a tranf- An ac-

aftion relating to that affair, taken from the ac- count of

count given of it by Sir Gilbert Talbot, then the
^H-^of

King's Envoy at the Court of Denmark, in a MS. Berghen.

that I have in my hands. That King did in June
i6-6^ open himfelf very freely to Talbot, com-
plaining of the States, who, as he faid, had drawn
the Swedilh war on him, on defign that he might
be forced to depend on them for fupplies of money
and {hipping, and fo to get the cuftoms of Nor-
way and the Sound into their hands for their fecu-

rity. Talbot upoQ that told him, that the Dutch
Smyrna fleet was now in Berghen., befides many
rich Weft-India Ihips •, and that they ftaid there in

expe6lation of a double Eaft-India fleet, and of

De Ruyter, who was returning with the fpoils of

the coaft of Guinea. So he faid, the King ofDen-
mark might feize thofe fhips before the convoy
came, which they expeded.. The King of Den-

. mark faid, he had not ftrength to execute that.

- Talbot faid, the King his mafter would fend a

,^ force to effed it : But it was reafonable he ihould

X 4 havfi
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have half of the fpoil. To which, the King of
Denmark readily agreed, and ordered him to pro-
pofe it to his mafter. So he immediately tranf-

mitted it to the King, who approved of it, and
promifed to fend a fleet to put it in execution.
The Miniflers-of Denmark were appointed to con-
cert the matter with Talbot. But nothing was
put in writing ; for the King of Denmark was
alhamed to treat of fuch an affair, otherwife than
by word of mouth. Before the end of July, news
came, that De Ruyter with the Eaft-India Fleet
was on the coaft of Norway. Soon after he came
into Berghen. The riches then in that port were
reckoned at many miUions.
The Earl of Sandwich was then in thofe feas.

So Talbot fent a veiTel exprefs to him with the
news. But that ve0el fell into the hands of the
Dutch Fleet, and was fent to Holland. The King
of Denmark writ to the Viceroy of Norway, and
to the Governour of Berghen, ordering them to
vife all fair means to keep the Dutch flill in their
harbour, promifing to fend particular inftrudions
in a few days to them how to proceed. Talbot
fent letters with thefe, to be delivered fecretly to
the Com.manders of the Englifli frigates, to let

them know that they might boldly affault the
Dutch in port ; for the Danes would make no re-
fiftance, pretending a fear that the Englifli might
,defl:roy their Town : But that an account was to
be kept of their prizes, that the King of Denmark
might have a jufl: half of all : They were not to
be furprized, if the Danes feemed at firfl: to talk,

high : That was to be done for fhew : But they
would grow calmer, when they came to engage.

.

The Earl ofSandwich fent his Secretary to Talbot,
to know the particulars of the agreement with the
King of Denmark. But the veffel that brought
him was ordered, upon landing the Secretary, to.

come back to the fleet. So that it was impofllble

to fend by that veflei what was dcfmd. And no
other
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other Ihips could be got to carry back the Secre- 16^61.

ury. And thus the Earl of Sandwich went to at-

tack the Dutch Fleet without (laying for an an-

fwer from Talbot, or knowing what orders the

Governour of Berghen had yet received : For tho'

the orders were fent, yet it was fo great a way, tea

or twelve days journey, that they could not reach

the place, but after the Englilli fleet had made

the attack. The Viceroy of Norway, who refided

at Chriiliana, had his orders fooner, and fent out

two gallies to communicate the agreement to the

Earl of Sandwich ; but miffed him, for he was

then before Berghen. The Governour ofBerghen,

not having yet the orders that the former exprefs

promifed him, fent. a Gentleman to the Engliih

fleet, defiring they would make no attack for two

or three days ; for by that time he expected his

orders. Clifford was fent to the Governour, who
infilled that till he had orders he muft defend the

port, but that he expected them in a very little

time. Upon Clifford's going back to the f^eet, a

Council of war was called, in which the officers,

animated with the hope of a rich booty, refolved

without farther delay to attack the port, either

doubting the fmcerity of the Danifh Court, or un-

willing to give them fo large a fhare of that, on
which they reckoned as already their prize. Upon
this Tiddiman began the attack, which ended fa-

tally. Divers frigats were difabled, and many,
officers and feamen were killed. The fquadron
was thus ruined, and Tiddim^An was ready to

fink : So he was forced to flip his cables, and re-

tire to the fleet, which lay without the rocks.

This aftion was on the third of Auguft : And on
thg fourth the Governour received his orders. So
he fent for Clifford, and fliewed him his orders.

But, as the Englifli fleet had by their precipita-

tion forced him to do what he had done, fo he
could not, upon what had happened the day be

fore, execute tbofe orders, till he fent an account
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1665. of what had pafs'd to the Court of Denmark, and
c—jro had the King's fecond orders upon it. And, if

th-e whole Englifh fleet would not flay in thofe

"

feas fo long, he defired they would leave fix frigats

before the harbour -, and he would engage, the

Dutch Ihould not in the mean while go out to fea.

' But the Engliih were fullen upon their difappoint-^

ment, and failed away. The King of Denmark'
was unfpeakably troubled at the lofs of the greateft

treafure he was ever like to have in his hands.

This was a defign well laid,- that would have been

as fatal to the Dutch, as ignominious to the King
of Denmark, and was by the impatient ravenouf-

nefs of the Englifh loft, without poffibility of re-

covering it. And indeed there was not one good
ftep made after this in the whole progrefs of the

war.
The Par- England was at this time in a difmal ftate. The

oSoxd
^^
P^^g"^ continued for the moft part of the fummer
in and about London, and began to fpread over

the country. The Earl of Clarendon moved the

King to go to Salifbury. But the Plague broke

out there. So the Court went to Oxford, where

another feffion of Parliament was held. And tho*

the condud at fea was feverely reflected on, yet

aJl that was neceffary for carrying on the war ano-

ther year was given. The Houfe of Commons
kept up the ill humour they were in againft the

Non-conformifts very high. A great many of

the Minifters of London were driven away by the

Plague ; tho' fome few ftaid. Many Churches

being {hut up, when the inhabitants were in a more
than ordinary difpofition to profit by good fer-

mons, fome of the Non-conformifts upon that

went into the empty pulpits, and preached ; and,*

it was given out, with very good fuccefs : And
in many other places they began to preach openly,

not without reflefting on the fins of the Court, and'

on the ill ufage that they themfetves had met with.

This was reprefented very odioufty at Oxford. So^

a. feverc
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a fevere bill was brought in, requiring all the fi-

lenced Mihifters to take an oath, declaring it was

not lawful on any pretence whatfoever to take

arms againft the King, or any commiffioned by

him, and that they would not at any time endea-

vour an alteration in the government of the Church
or State. Such as refufed this were not to come
within five miles of any City, or Parliament Bo-
rough, or of the Church where they had ferved.

This was much oppofed in both Houfes, but more
faintly in the Houfe of Commons. The Earl of

Southampton fpoke vehemently againft it in the

Houfe of Lords. He faid, he could take no fuch

oath himfelf : For how firm foever he had always

been to the Church, yet, as things were managed,
he did not know but he himfelf might fee caufe to

endeavour an alteration. Do6lor Earl, Bifhop of

Salifbury, died at that time. But, before his

death, he declared himfelf much againft this A<51.

He was the man of all the Clergy for whom the

King had the greateft efteem. He had been his

fubtutor, and had followed him in all his exile

with fo clear a charafter, that the King could never

fee or hear of any one thing amifs in him.' So
he, who had a fecret pleafure in finding out any
thing that leiTened a man efteemed eminent for

piety, yet had a value for him beyond all the men
ofhis order. Sheldon and Ward were the Bifhops

that aded and argued moft for this Ad:, which
came to be call the Five Mile Ad. All than

were the fecret favourers of Popery promoted it

:

Their conftant maxim being, to bring all the

Sedaries into fo defperate a ftate, that they fhould

be at mercy, and forced to defire a toleration on
fuch terms, as the King Ihould think fit to grant

it .on. Clifford began to make a great figure in

the Houfe of Commons. He was the fon of a

Clergyman, born to a fmall fortune : But was a

man ot great vivacity. He was reconciled to the

Church of Rome before the Reftoration. The
Lord
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1665. Lord Clarendon had many fpies among the Priefts

:

And the news of this was brought him among
other things. So, when Clifford began firft to:

appear in the Houfe, he got one to recom-;

mend him to the Lord Clarendon's favour. The
Lord Clarendon looked into the advice that was
brought him: And by comparing things toge-

ther, he perceived that he muft be that man :'

And upon that he excufed himfelf the beft he
could. So Clifford ftruck in with his enemies ;

and tied himfelf particularly to Bennet, made
Lord, and afterwards Earl of Arlington. While
the A6t was before the, Houfe of Commons,
Vaughan, afterwards made Chief Juftice of the

Common-pleas, moved that the word " legally"

might be added to the word " commiffioned by the

King :" But Finch, the Attorney General, faid,

that was needlefs ; fmce unlefs.the commiffion was
legal it was no commiffion, and, to make it le-

gal, it muft be iffued out for a lawful occafion,

and to perfons capable of it, and muft pafs in the

due form of law. The other infifted that the ad-

dition would clear all fcruples, and procure an
univerfal compliance. But that could not be ob-

tained ; for it was intended to lay difficulties in the

way of thofe, againft whom the Ad: was levelled.

When the bill came up to the Lords, the Earl of

Southampton moved for the fame addition ; but

was anfwered by the Earl of Anglefey, upon the

fame grounds on which Finch went. Yet this

gave great fatisfaclion to many who heard it, this

being the avowed fenfe of the legiflators. The
whole matter was fo explained by Bridgman, when
Bates, with a great many more, came into the

Court of Common-pleas to take the oath. The
A6t'pafs'd : And the Non conformifts were put to

great ftraits. They had no mind to take the oath.

And they fcarce knew how to difpofe of themfelves

according to the terms of the Ad:. Some mode-
rate men tooK pains to perfuade them to take

the
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l.he oath. It was faid by " endeavour" was only 1665.
meant an unlawful endeavour ; and that it. was fo s.^'vw

declared in the debates of both Houfes. Some
Judges did on the bench expound it ia that fenfe.

Yet few of them* took it. Many more refufed

it, who were put to hard ihifts to live, being fo

far feparated from the places from which they drew
their chief fubfiilance. Yet as all thisfeverity in a
time of war, and of fuch a publick calamity, drew
very hard cenfures on the promoters of it, fo it

raifed the compaffions of their party fo much, that

I have been told they were fupplied more plenti-

fully at that time than ever. There was better

reaf6n, than perhaps thofe of Oxford knew, to

fufped pradices againft the State.

Algernoon Sidney, and fome others of the Com- "^^^ 'le-

mon-wealth party, came to De Wit, and prefs'd
[]^J^^.°^ ^

him to think of an invafion of England and Scot- mon-
land, and gave him great afTuranccs of a flrong wealth

party : And they were l)ringing many officers to P^^'/-

Holland to join in the undertaking. They dealt
alfo with fome in Amfterdam, , who were particu-

larly fharpned againft the King, and were for turn-
ing England again into a Common-wealth. The
matter was for fome time in agitation at the
Hague. But De Wit was againft it, and got it to
be laid afide. He faid, their going into fuch a
defign would provoke France to turn againft
them : It might engage them in a long war, the
confequences of which could not be forefeen :

And, as there was no reafon to think, that, while
the Parliament was fo firm to the King, any dif-

contents could be carried fo far as to a general ri-

fing, which thefe men undertook for ; fo, he faid,

what would the effed be of turning England into
a Common-wealth, if it could poilibly be brought
about, but the ruin of Holland ? Since jt woulcl'

naturally draw many of the Dutch to leave their
country, which could not be kept and maintained

* That is, chg Non.-conformifts.

but
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but at a vaft charge, to exchange it for the plenty

and fecurity that England afforded. Therefore

all that he would engage in was, to weaken the

trade of England, and to deftroy their fleet ; in

which he fuccceded the following year beyond all

exped;ation. The bufy men in Scotland, being

encouraged from Rotterdam, went about the coun-

try, to try if any men of weight would fet them-
felves at the head of their defigns for an infur-

rection. The Earl of Caffilis and Lockhart were

the two perfons they refolved to try. But they

did it at fo great a diftance, that, from the pro-

portion made to them, there was no danger of

mifprifion of treafon. Lord Caffilis had given his

word to the King, that he would never engage in

any plots : And he had got imder the King's hand

a promife, that he and his family fliould not be

dilturbed, let him ferve , God in what way he

pleated. So he did not fuffer them to come fo far

as to make him any propofitions. Lockhart did

the fame. They feeing no other perfon that had

credit enough in the country to bring the people

about liim, gave over all the proje6ls for that

year. But, upon the informations that the King
had' of their caballing at Rotterdam, he raifed

thofe troops of which mention was formerly made.

TbeDqke. An accident happened this winter at Oxford,
of York's too inconfiderable, and too tender to be mention-
jealoa y. ^^:j^ j£ jj. ^^^^t not that great effefts were believed

to have followed on it. The Duke had alv/ays

one private amour after another, in the manag-
^ ing of which, he feemed to ftand more in awe of

the Dutchefs, than, confidering the inequality of

their rank, could have been imagined. Talbot

was looked on as the chief manager of thofe in-

trigues. The Dutchefs's deportment was unex-

ceptionable, which made her authority the greater.

At Oxford there was then a very graceful young

man of quality that belonged to her Court, whofe

fervices were fo ^acceptable, that fhe was thought

to
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to look at him in a particular manner. This was 1665.
{o reprefented to the Duke, that he, being refolved s.«nr<^

ito emancipate himfelf into more open pradices,

took up a jealoufy ; and put the perfon out of his

Court with fo much precipitation, that the thing
became very publick by this means. The Dutchels
Joft the power fhe had over him fo entirely, that

no method Ihe could think of was like to re-

cover it, except one. She began to difcover what
his religion was, tho' he ftill came not only to
Church, but to Sacrament. And upon that Ihe,

to regain what fhe had loft, entered into private
difcourfes with his Priefts ; but in fo fecret a man-
ner, that there was not for fome years after this

the leaft fufpicion given. She began by degrees to
flacken in her conftant coming to Prayers and to
Sacrament, in which ihe had been before that re-

gular, almoft to fuperftition. She excufed that on
her ill health : For fhe fell into an ill habit of
body, which fome imputed to the effeft of fome
of the Duke's diftempers communicated to her.

A ftory was fet about, and generally believed,
that the Earl of Southefk, that had married a
daughter of Duke Hamilton's, fufpeding fome
familiarities between the Duke and his wife,* had His

taken a fure method to procure a difeafe to him- amours,

felf, which he communicated to his wife, and was
by that means fet round till it came to the Dutchefs,
who was fo tainted with it that it was the occafion
of the death of all her children, except the two
daughters, our two Queens ; and was believed
the caufe of an illnefs under which Ihe languiflied
long, and died fo corrupted, that in dreffing her
body after her death, one of her breafts burft,
being a mafs of corruption. Lord Southefk was
for fome years not ill pleafed to have this believed.
It looked like a peculiar ftrain of revenge, with
which he feemed much delighted. But I know-
he has to fome of his friends denied the whole of
the flory very folemn.ly. Another afted a better

part.
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§665. part. He did not like a commerce that he ob^

Ov^i*/- lerved between the Duke and his wife. He went
and expoflulated with him upon it. The Dukd
fell a commending his wife much. He told him,

he came not to feek his wife's charader from him :

The moft effeftual way of commending her, was
to have nothing to do with her. He added, that

if Princes would do thofe wrongs to fubjefls, who
could not demand fuch reparations of honour from
them, as they could from their equals, it would
put them on fecreter methods of revenge : Foi-

fome injuries were fuch, that men of honour could

not bear them. And, iipon a new obfervation he

made of the Duke's defigns upon his wife, he

•quitted a very good poft, and went with her into

the country, where he kept her till fhe died. Up-
on the whole matter the Duke was often ill. His
children were born with ulcers, or they broke out

upon them foon after : And all his fons died young,

-and unhealthy. This has, as far as any thing prd-

fumptive only and not to be brought in the way df

'proof, prevailed to create a fufpicion, that fo healthy

4 child as the pretended Ptince of Wales could

neither be his, nor be born of any wife, with whorti

he had lived long. The violent pain that his eldeft

daughter had in her eyes, and the gout which has

early ieized our prefent Queen, are thought the

dregs of a tainted original. Willis, the great phy-

fician, being called to confult for one of his fons,

gave his opinion in thofe words. Mala Stamina

Vitse; which gave fuch offence, chat he wasntvCr

called for afterwards.

1666. I know nothing of the counfel^ of the year 1666,

s^,,.y.,^ nor whofe advices prevailed. It was refolved, th$t

'the Duke fhould not go to fea ; but that Monk
Ihould command the great fleet of between fifty

and fixtylhips of the line, and that Prince Rupert

fhould be fent with a fquadron of about twenty

five fkips, to meet the French fleet, and to hinder

their
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their Gonjunftion with the Dutch : For the French

had promifed a fleet to join the Dutch, but never

fent it. Monk went out fo certain of vidtory, that

he feemed only concerned for fear the Dutch Ihouid

not come out. The Court flattered themfelves

with the hopes of a very happy year : But it proved

a fatal one. The Dutch fleet came out, De Wit
and fome of the States being on board. They The fleet

engaged the Englilh fleet for two days, in which was al-

they had a manifefl: fuperiority. But it coll them j^n^'^^"^*

dear ; for the Englilh fought well. But the Dutch happily

were fuperiour in number, and were fo well fur- faved by

nilhed with chained fliot, (a peculiar contrivance Prince

of which De Wit had the honour to be thought ^"P^"*

the inventer, that the Englifli fleet was quite un-

rigged.) And they were in no condition to work
themfelves ofl\ So they mull have all been taken,

funk, or burnt, if Prince Rupert, being yet in the

channel, and hearing that they were engaged by
the continued roaring of guns, had not made all

poffible hade to get to them. He came in good
time. And the Dutch, who had fuffered much,
feeing fo great a force come up, flieered ofi\ He
was in no condition to purfue them •, but brought

off our fleet, which faved us a great lofs that

feemed otherwife unavoidable. The Court gave

out that it was a viftory : And publick thankfgiv-

ings were ordered, which was a horrid mocking of

God, and a lying to the world. We had in one

- refped reafon to thank God, that we had not lofi;

our whole fleet. A dreadful Fire compleated the

miferies of this year : The Plague was fo funk in

London, that the inhabitants began to return to

, it, and brought with them a great deal of manu-
fadlure, which was lying on the hands of the clo-

thiers and others^ now in the fecond year of the

war, in which trade" and all other confumpcions

were very low. It was reckoned, that a peace

mufl come next winter. The merchants were up-

on that preparing to go to market as foon as poffi-

VoL. L Y ble.



The H 1 s T R Y of the Reign

ble. The fummer had been the drieft that was
known ofTome years. And London being for the

moft part built of timber filled up with plaifter.

The fire all was cxtream dry. On the fecond of September
of Lon- a fire broke out, that 'raged for three days, as if

*^'^"*
it had a commiffion to devour every thing that was

in its way. On the fourth day it ftopt in the midft

of very combuflible matter.

I will not enlarge on the extent nor the de-

ftruftion made by the fire : Many books are full

of it. That which is ftill a great fecret is, whe-

ther it was cafual, or raifed on defign. The En-
glifh fleet had landed on the Vly, an ifland lying

near the Texel, and had burnt it : Upon which

fome came to De Wit, and offered a revenge, that,

if they were affifted, they would fet London on

fire. He rejefted the propofition : For he faid, he

would not make the breach wider, nor the quarrel

irreconcilable. He faid, it was brought him by
one of the Labadifts, as fent to them by fome

others. He made no farther reflexions on the

matter till the City was burnt. Then he began to

fufpeft there had been a defign, and that they had

intended to draw him into it, and to lay the odium
of it upon the Dutch. But he could hear no news

of thofe who had fent that propofition to him. In

the April before, fome Common-wealths-men were

found in a plot, and hanged -, who at their execu-

tion confefled, they had been fpoken to, to affift in

a defign of burning London on the fecond of Sep-

tember. This was printed in the gazette of that

week, which I my felf read. Now the fire break-

ing out on the fecond, made all people conclude,

that there was a defign fome time before on foot

for doing it.

It was ^^^ Papifts were generally charged with it.

charged One Hubert, a French Papift, was feized in Eflex^

on the as he was getting out of the way in great confufion.
Papiib. fje confeffed, he had begun the fire, and perfifted

in his confelTion to his death j for he w^s hanged
• - upon
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lip'dn no other evidence but that of his ownconfelT-

'Oii. It is trucj he gave fo broicen an account of the

whole matter, that he was thought mad. Yet he was

bhndtolded, and carried to ieverai places of the

City : And then, his eyes being opened, he v/as

afked, if that was the place : And he being car^

ried to wrong places, after he looked round about

for fome time, he faid;, that was not the place :

JBut when he was brought to the place where it

firft broke out, he affirmed that was the true place.

And Tillotfon told mCj that Howell, then the re-

corder of London^ was with him, and had much
,

difcourfe with him -, and that tie concluded, it was

impoffible that it could be a melancholy dream:

The horrour of the fad^ and the terrour of death,

and perhaps fome engagements in confeifion, might

put him in fuch diforder, that it was not poffible

to draw a clear account of any thing from him,

but of what related to himfelf Tillotfon, who.

believed that the City was burnt on defign, told

me a circumftance, that made the Papifts employ-,

ing fuch a crazed man, in fuch a fervice, more
credible. Langhorn, the Popilli counfellor at lay/^

who for many years pafs'd for a Protefbant, was
difpatching a half-witted man to manage elections

in Kent betore the Reftoration. Tillotfon, being

prefent, and obferving what a fort of man he was,

afked Langhorn, how he could employ him ia

fuch fervices. Langhorn anfwered, it was a maxim
with him, in dangerous fervices t® employ none

but half-witted men, if they could be but fecret

and obey orders : For if they fhould change their

minds, and turn informers inftead of agents, it

would be eafy to difcredit them, and to carry off

the weight of any difcoveries they could make, by
fhewing they v/ere mad-men, and fo not like to be

trufted in critical things.

The mod extraordinary palTage, tho' it is but a A f^rong

prefump.tions vvas told me by Do^dtor Lloyd and p-eiump-

Y 2 the"""''"-
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1 666. the Countefs ofClarendon. The latter had a grejiE

eflate in the new river, that is brought from Ware
to London, which is brought together at Iflington,

where there is a great room full of pipes, that con-
vey it thro' all the ftreets of London. The con-
flant order of that matter -.was, to fet all the pipes
a running on Saturday night, that fo the ciilerns

might be all full by Sunday morning, there being a

more than ordinary confumption of water pn that

day. There was one Grant, a Papift, under whole
name Sir William Pettyt publifhed his obfervations

on the bills of mortality : He had fome time before

applied himfelf to Lloyd, who had great credit with
the Countefs of Clarendon ; and faid, he could raife

that eflate confiderably, if fhe would make him a

truftee for her. His fchemes were probable : And
he was made one of the board that governed that

matter : And by that he had a right to come, as

oft as he pleafed, to view their works at Iflington.

He went thither the Saturday before the fire broke
out, and called for the key of the place where the

heads of the pipes v^^erc, and turned all the cocks

that were then open, and flopt the water,, and
went away, and carried the keys with him. So
when the fire broke out next morning, they opened
the pipes in the itreets to find water, but there was

none. And fome hours were loft in fending to

Iflington, where the door was to be broke open,

and the cocks turned. And it was lone before the

water got to London. Grant indeed denied that

he had turned the cocks. But the officer of the

works affirmed, that he had, according to order,

fet them all a running, and that no perfon had got

the keys from him, befides Grant ; who confeffed

he had carried away the keys, but pretended he

did it without defign. There were many other

ftories fet about, as that the Papifts in feveral

places had afked, if there was no news of the burn-

ing of l^ondon, and that it was talked of in. many
parts
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parts beyond fea, long before the news could get

thither from London. In this matter I was much
determined by what Sir Thomas Littleton, the fa-

ther, told me. He was a man of a ftrong head,

and found judgment. He had juft as much know-
ledge in trade, hiftory, the difpofition of Europe,

and the conftitution of England, as f^rved to feed

and dire6t his own thoughts, and no more. He
lived all the fummer long in London, where I was
his next neighbour, and had for feven years a con-

ftant and daily converfation with him. He was
Treafurer of the Navy in conjun6tion with Ofborn,

who was afterwards Lord Treafurer, who fup-

planted him in that pod, and got it all into his

own hands. He had a very bad opinion of the

King ; and thought, that he had worfe intentions

than his brother, but that he had a more dextrous

way of covering and managing them -, only his la-

zinefs made him lefs earnefb in profecuting them.

He had generally the charafter of the ablefl Par-

liament man in his time. His chief eftate lay in

the City, not far from the place where the fire

broke out, tho* it did not turn that way. He was
one of the Committee of the Houfe of Commons,
that examined all the prefumptions of the City's

being burnt on defign : And he often affured me,
that there was no clear prefumption made out

about it, and that many fbories, which were pub-
lifhed with good affurance, came to nothing upon
a flridt examination. He was at that time, that

the inquiry was made, in employment at Court.

So, whether that biaffed him, or not, I cannot

tell. There was fo great a diverfity of opinions

in the matter, that I muft leave it under the fame
uncertainty in which I found it. If the French
and Dutch had been at that time defigning an im-

preffion elfewhere, it might have been more rea-

sonable to fuppofe it was done on defign to diftradt

our affairs. But it fell out at a dead time, when
no advantage could be made of it. And it did not

Y 3
^ feem



326 The History of the Reign

1666. feem probable, that the Papifts had engaged \r\

v-*-v-*^ the deiign, merely to impoverilh and ruin the Na-
tion i for they had nothing ready then to graft,

upon the confufion that this put all the people in,

Above twelve thoufand houfes v/ere burnt down,
with the greateft part of the furniture and mer-

chandize th^ was in them. All means ufcd to,

flop it proved ineffeftuai ; tho' the blowing up of

hobfes was the moil effe6tual of any. But the

wind wa5 fo high, that fieaks of fire and burning

matter were carried in the ai,r crofs feveral ilreets.

So that the fire/pread not only in the next neigh-

bourhood, but at a great diilance. The King and

the Duke were almoft all the day long on hor-fe-

back with the guards, feeing to all that could be

done, ei^ther for quenching the fire, or for carry-

ing off perfons and goods to the fields all about

London. The m.ofl aflonifhing circumflance of

that dreadful conflagration was, that, noiwith-

ftanding the great deilru6lion that was made, and;

the great confufion in the ftreets, I could never

hear of any one perfon that was either burnt, or

trodden to death. The King was never obferved

to be fo much ftruck with any thing in his whole

life, as with this. But the citizens were not fo.

well fatisfied with the Diike's behaviour. They
thought he looked too gay, and too httle con-

cerned. A jealoufy of his being concerned in it

•was fpread about with great induftry, but with,

very little appearance of truth. Yet it grew to

•be generally believed, chiefly after he owned fee

was a Papill.

Diforders Jn Scotland the fermentation went very- high.

l".^^f^^' T'urner was fent again into the Wefl in Odlober
' this year : And he began to treat the country at

the old rate. The people were alarmed, and faw

"ihey were to be' undone. They met together, and

talked with fome fiery Miniflers. Semple, Ma?t-

•wella, Welfh;, and Guthry were the chief incendi-

'i.ti^S; ^*'fw6 Gentlemen tltathitdTerved in the wars,
•''-*••

.
'

-'

one

land.
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one a Lieutenant Coloael, Wallace, and the other

that had been a Major, Learmoth, were the bell

officers they had to rely on. The chief Gentlemen

of- thofe* Counties were all clapt up in priibn, as

was formerly told. So that preferved them :

Otherwife they muft either have engaged with the

people, or have loft their intereft among them.

The people were told, that the fire of Londpn had

put things in that confu lion at Court, that any vi-

gorous attempt v/ould diforder all the King's af-

iairs^, If the new levied troops had not Hood ia

their way, they would have been able to have car-,

ried all things againft them: For the two troopsi

o guards, with the regiment of foot guards, would
noL have been able to have kept their ground be--

fore them. The people, as fome of them told me
afterwards, were made to believe that the whol?

Nation was in the fame difpofition. So on the

thirteenth of November they ran together : And
two hundred of them went to Dumfreis, where

Turner then lay v/ith a few foldiers about htm i

the greateft part of his men being then out in par-

ties, for the levying of fines. So they furprifed

him before he could get to his arms : Otherwife,

he told me, he would have been killed rather than

taken, fince he expected no mercy from theni.

With himfelf they feized his papers and inftruc-

tions, by which it appeared he had been gentler

than his orders were. So they refolved to keep
him, and exchange him as occafion fhould be of-

fered. But they did not tell him what they in-

tended to do with him : So he thought, they were

keeping him, till they might hang him up with

the more folemnity. There was a confiderable

cafh in his hands, partly for the pay of his men,
partly of the fines which he had railed in the coun-
try, that was feized : But he, to whpm they truft-

ed the keeping of it, ran away with it. They fpread

a report, which they have fince printed, and it

pafied for fome time current, that this rifing was
Y 4, the
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1666. the efFeft of a fudden heat, that the country was

v-nr^-* put into, by feeing one of their neighbours tied,

on a horfe hand and foot, and carried away, only

becaufe he could not pay a high fine that was fet

upon him ; and that upon this provocation the

neighbours, who did not know, how foon fuch

ufage would fall to their own turn, ran together,

and refcued him •, and that, fearing fome fevere

iifage for that, they kept together, and that, others

corning into them, they went on, and feized Tur-
ner. But this was a ftory made only to beget

companion : For, after the infurredtion was quafh'd,

the Privy Council fent fome round the country, to

examine the violences that had been committed,

particularly in the parifii where it was given out

that this was done. I read the report they made
to the Council, and all the depofitions that the

people of the country made before them : But

. this was not mentioned in any one of them.

A rebel- The news of this rifing was brought to Edin+
lion in the burgh, fame encreafino; their numbers to fome

thoufands. And this happening to be near Car-

lifle, the Governour of that place fent an exprefs to

Court, in which the ftrength of the party was mag-

nified much beyond the truth. The Earl of Rothes

was then at Court, who had affured the King, that

all things were fo well managed in Scotland, that

they were in perfecft quiet. There v/ere, he faid,

fome ftubborn Fanaticks ftill left, that would be

foon fubdued : But there was no danger from any

thing that they or their party could do. He gave

no credit to the exprefs from Carlifle : But, two

days after, the news was confirmed by an exprefs

from Scotland. Sharp was then at the head of the

government : So he managed this little war, and

gave all the orders and dire6tions in it. Dalziel

was commanded to draw all the forces they had

together, which lay then difperfed in quarters.

"When that was done, he marched Weftward. A
gr^at rii-iiny -< ran ' to the rebels, who came to be

called
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called Whiggs. At Lanerick in Cliddifdale they

had a folemn faft day, in which after much pray-

ing they renewed the Covenant, and fet out their

manifefto : In which they denied, that they rofe

againft the King •, they complained of the oppref-

fion under which they had groaned ; they defired

that Epifcopacy might be put down, and that

Prelbytery, and the Covenant:, might be fet up,

and their Minifters reftored again to them •, and
then they promifed, that they would be in all other

things the King's moft obedient fubjedis. The
Earl of Argile raifed fifteen hundred men, and

wrote to the Council that he was ready to march
upon order. Sharp thought, that if he came into

the country, either he or his men would certainly

join with the rebels : So he fent him no order at all.

But he was at the charge of keeping his men to-

gether to no purpofe. Sharp was all the while in

a dreadful confternation, and wrote difmal letters

to Court, praying that the forces which lay in

the North of England might be ordered down

:

For, he wrote, they were furrounded with the

rebels, and did not know what was become of

the King's forces. He alfo moved, that the Coun-
cil would go, and fhut themfelves up in the Caftle

of Edinburgh. But that was oppofed by the reft

of the board, as an abandoning of the Town, and
the betraying an unbecoming fear, which might
very much encourage the rebels, and fuch as in-

tended to go over to them. Orders were given
out for raifmg the country : But there was no mi-
litia yet formed. In the mean while Dalziel fol-

lowed the rebels as clofe as he could. He pub-
liihed a proclamation of pardon, as he was order-

ed, to all that fhould in twenty four hours time
return to their houfes, and declared all that con-
tinued any longer in arms rebels. He found the

country was fo well affefted towards them, that he
could get no fort of intelligence, but what his

own parties brought in to him. The Whiggs
marched
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mafched towards Edinburgh, and came within

two nriiles of the Town. But, finding neither Town
nor Country declare for them, and that all the

hopes their leaders had given them proved falfe,

they loft heart. From being once above two thou-

£ind they were now come to be not above eight

or nine hundred. So they relblved to return back
to the Weft, where they knew the people were of

their fide'; and where they could more eafily dif-.

perfe themfelves, and get either into England or

Ireland. The Minifters were very bufy in all thofe

Counties, plying people of rank not to forfake

' their brethren in this extremity. And they had
got a company of about three or fourfcore Gen-
tlemen together^ who were marching towards them,

when they heard of their defeat : An'd upon that

The c'e they difperfed themfelves. The rebels thought to
feat given have marched back by the way of Pentland Hill.
the rebels ^hey Were not much concerned for the few horfes

land Hill. ^^-^7 ^^^- -^^^ '^hey knew that Dalziel, whole
horfe was fatigued with a fortnight's conftant

m^rch, could not tollow them. And if they had
gained but one night more in their march,, they

had got out of his reach. • But on the twenty

eighth of November, about an hour before fun-fet^

he came up to them. They were pofted on the

^top of a hill : So he engaged with a great difad-

vaBtage. They, finding they could not get off,

ftopt their march. Their Minifters did all they

could by preaching and praying to infufe courage

into them : And they fung the feventy fourth and

the feventy eighth Pfalms. And fo they turned

on the King's forces.' They received the firft

charge that was given by the troop of guards very

refolutely, and put them in diforder. But that

- was all the adion •, for immediately they loft all

order, and ran for their lives. It was now dark :

About forty were killed on the fpot, and a hun-

dred and thirty were taken. The reft were favour-

edby .the^arknefs of the night, and theweariruefs ©f

c
'

the
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the King's troops, that were not in cafe to pup- 1.666.

Lie them, and had no great heart to it : For they l_j»-y-«>^

v/ere- a poor harmlefs company of men, become
mad by oppreffion : And they had taken nothing

during all the time they had been together, but

what had been freely given them by the coun-

try people. The rebe'lhon was brolcen with the

lofs of only five on the King's fide. The Gene-:

ral came next day into Edinburgh with his pri-

foners.

Tiie two Archbiihops were now deHvered .oat Severe

of ail their fears : And the common obfervation, ?^ '^"

that cruelty and cov/ardife go together, was too jgtSiftthe

vifibly verified on this occafipn. Lord Rothes priibners.

came down full of rage : And that being inflamed

by the two Archbifhops, he refolved to proceed

with the utmoft feverity agair.ft the prifoners.

Burnet advifed the hanging of all thofe who would
not renounce the Covenant, and promife to con-

form to the laws for the future : But that was

thought too fevere. Yet he was lent up to Lon-
don, to procure of the King an inftrudtion, that

they fhould tender the Declaration renouncing the

Covenant to all who were thought difaftecfted ; and
proceed againft thofe who refufed that, as againft

feditious perfons. The beft of the Epifcopal Cler-

gy fet upon the Bifhops, to lay hold on this op-

portunity for regaining the affedions of the coun-

try, by becoming interceflbrs for the prifoners,

and for the country, that was like to be quartered

on and eat up, for the favour they had expreffed

to them. Many of the Bifhops went into this,

and particularly Wifhart of Edinburgh, tho' a

rough man, and fharpened by ill ufage. Yet
upon this occafion he exprefied a very Chriftian

temper, fuch as became one who had felt what
the rigours of a prifon had been ; for he fent every

day very liberal fuppiies to the prifoners : Which
was indeed done by the whole Town, in fo boun-
tiful a manner? that many of them, who being

fhut
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1666. (hut up had neither air nor exercife, were in greater

danger by their plenty, than they had been by all

their unhappy campaign. But Sharp could not

be moliined. On the contrary he encouraged the

Minifters, in the difaffefted Counties, to bring in

all the informations they could gather, both againfl

the prifoners, and againfl all th.ofe who had been

among them, that they might be fought for, and
proceeded againfl:. Moll of thofe got over to

Ireland. But the Minifters in thofe parts afled

fo ill a part, fo unbecoming their chara6lers, that

the averfion of the country to them was increafed

to all pofTible degrees : They looked on them
now as wolves, and not as fhepherds. It was a

moving fight, to fee ten of the prifoners hanged
upon one gibbet at Edinburgh : Thirty five more

'

were fent to their countries, and hanged up before

their own doors ; their Minifl:ers all the while

ufing them hardly, and declaring them damned
for their rebellion. They might all have faved

their lives, if they would have renounced the Co-
venant : So they were really a fort of martyrs for

it. They did all at their death give their tefti-

mony, according to their phrafe, to the Cove-

nant, and to all that had been done purfuant to

it: And they expreffed great joy in their fuffer-

ings. Mofl: of them were but mean and incon-

fiderable men in all refpedls : Yet even thefe were

firm and inflexible in their perfuafions. Many of

/them efcaped, notwithfl:anding the great fearch

was made for them. Guthry the chief of their

preachers was hid in my mother's houfe, who
was bred to her brother Warifl:on's principles,

.and could never be moved from them : He died

next fpring. One Maccail, that was only a pro-

.bationer preacher, and who had been chaplain in

Sir James Steward's houfe, had gone from Edin-

burgh to them. It was believed, he was fent by
the party in town, and that he knew their corres-

pondents. So he was put to the torture, which in
'

Scotland
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Scotland they call the boots ; for they put a pair 1666.

of iron boots clofe on the leg, and drive wedges v-.-r^^j

between thefe and the leg. The common torture

was only to drive thefe in the calf of the leg

:

But I have been told they were fometimes driven

upon the fliin bone. He
,
bore the torture with

great conftancy : And either he could fay nothing,

or he had the firmnefs not to difcover thofe who
trufted him. Every man of them could have

faved his own life, if he would accufe any other :

But they were all true to their friends. Maccail,

for all the pains of the torture, died in a rapture

of joy: His lafl: words were, farewel fun, moon
and Ifars, farewel kindred and friends, farewei

world and time, farewel weak and frail body,

welcome eternity, welcome Angels and Saints,

welcome Saviour of the world, and welcome God
the Judge of all j which he fpoke with a voice

and manner that flruck all that heard it.

His death was the more cried out on, becaufe 166^7.

it came to be known afterwards, that Burnet, who v--v^

had come down before his execution, had brought T^^ -^^^"S

with him a letter from the King, in which he pentle

approved of all that they had done j but added, than the

that he thought tliere was blood enough Ihed, and Biftiops.

therefore he ordered that fuch of the prifoners, as

ihould promife to obey the laws for the future,

fliould be fet at liberty, and that the incorrigible

fhould be fent to the Plantations. Burnet let the

execution go on, before he produced his letter,

pretending there was no council-day between. But
he, who knew the contents of it, ought to have

moved the Lord Rothes to call an extraordinary

Council to prevent the execution. So that blood

was laid on him. He was, contrary to his natu-

ral temper, very violent at that time, much in-

flamed by his family, and by all about him. Thus
this rebellion, that might have been fo turned in

the conclufion of it, that the Clergy might have
6 gained
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16^7. gained reputation and honour by a wife and rrifet^

v^N-«w» ciful conduft, -did mw exafperate the country
more than ever againft the Church. The forces

were ordered to lye in the Weft^ where Dalziel
acted the Mufcovite too grofsly. He threatened
to fpit rnen, and to roaft thenn : And he killed

fome in cold blood, or rather in hot bloody -, fot
he was then drunk, when he ordered one to be
hanged, becaufe he would not tell where his fa-

ther was, for whom he was in fearch. When he
heard of any that did not go to Churchy he did
not trouble himfelf to fet a fine upon him : But
he fet as many foldiers upon him, as (hould eat

him up in a night. By this means all people were
fcick with fuch a terror, that they came regular-

ly to Church. And the Clergy were fo delighted
with it, that they ufed to fpeak of that time, as

the poets do of the golden age. They never in-

terceded for any compafTion to their people ; nor
did they take care to live more regularly, or to

labour more carefully. They looked on the fol-

diery as their patrons : They were ever in their

company, complying with them in their excelTes :

And, if they were not much wronged, they ra-

ther led them into them, than check'd them for

them. Dalziel himfelf and his officers were fo

difgufiied with them, that they encreafed the com-
plaints, that had now more credit for them^ than
trom thofe of the country, who were looked on
as their enemies. Things of fo ilrange a pitch

in vice were told of them, that they feemed fcarce

credible. The perfon, whom 1 believed the beft

as to all fuch things^ was one Sir John Cunning-
ham, an eminent- lawyer, who had an eftate in the

country, and was the moft extraordinary man of
his profeffion in that Kingdom. He was Epifco-
pal beyond moft men in Scotland^ who for the far

greateft part thought, that forms of government
were in their own nature indifferent, and might be
cither good or bad according to the hands in which"

they
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they fell ; whereas he thought Epifcopacy was of

a divine right, fettled by Chrift. He was not

only very learned in the civil and canon law, and

in the philofophicai learning, but was very uni-

verfal in all other learning : He was a great di-

vine-, and w^ell read in the Fathers, and in eccle-

fiaftical hiftory. He was above all, a man of emi-

nent probity, and of a fweet temper, and indeed

one of the pioufeft men of the Nation. The ftatt

of the Church in thofe parts went to his heart

;

For it was not eafy to know, how to keep an

even hand between the perverfenefs of the people

on the one fide, and the vices of the Clergy on

the other. They looked on all thofe that were

fenfible of their mifcarriages, as enemies of the

Church. It was after all hard to believe all that

was fet about againit them.

The King's affairs in England forced him to A change

foften his government every where. So at this ^^ f^o^"^^^

time the Earls of Tweedale and Kincardin went modera-
to Court, and laid before the King the ill (late tion in the

the country was in. Sir Robert Murray talked Govern-

often with him about it. Lord Lauderdale was ^^"^"

more cautious by reafon of the jealoufy of his

being a Prefbyterian. Upon all which the King
refolved to put Scotland into other hands. A
Convention of Eftates had been called the year

before, to raife money for maintaining the troops.

This was a very ancient practice in the Scotifh

conftitution : A Convention was fummoned to

meet within twenty days : They could only levy

money, and petition for the redrefs of grievances 5

but could make no new laws ; and meddle only

•with that for which they were brought together.

In the former Convention Sharp had prefided, be-

ing named by the Earl of Rothes as the King's

Coiriniiflioner. In the winter 1666, or rather in

the fpring 1667, there was another Convention
called, in which the King by a fpecial letter ap-

pointed Duke Hamilton to prefide. And the

King
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King in a letter to Lord Rothes ordered him to

write to Sharp to ftay within his diocefs, and to

come no more to Edinburgh. He upon this was
Itruck with, fo deep a melancholy, that he fhewed

as great an ab]ed;nefs under this flight difgrace, as

he had fhewed infolence before, when he had more
favour. The Convention continued the affelTment

for another year at 6000 pounds a month. Sharp,

finding he was now under a cloud, lludied to make
himfeif popular, by looking after the education

pf the Marquis of Huntley, now the Duke of Gor-
don. He had an order long before from the King
to look to his education, that he might be bred a

Proteftant ; for the ftrength of Popery within that

Kingdom lay in his family. , But, tho' this was
ordered during the Earl of Midletoun's miniftry.

Sharp had not all this while looked after it. The
Earl of Rothes's miitrefs v/as a Papiff, and nearly

related to the Marquis of Huntly. So Sharp, ei-

ther to make his court the better, or at the Lord
Rothes's delire, had neglecfled it thefe four years :

But now he called for him. He v/as then above

15, well hardened in his prejudices by the lofs of

fo much time. What pains was taken on him, I

know not. But, after a trial of fome months,

Sharp faid, he faw he was not, to be wrought on,

and fent him back to his mother. So the interefl;

that popery had in Scotland, was believed to be

chiefly ov/ing to Sharp's compliance with the Earl

of Rothes's amours. The negled of his duty in

fo important a matter was much blamed : But

;the doing it upon fuch a motive v/as reckoned yet

more inlamous. After the convention was over.

Lord Rothes fent up Drumond to reprefent to the

.King the ill afFeflions of the weilern parts. And,
to touch the King in a fenfible point, he faid, the.

^ Covenant fluck fo deep in their hearts, that no

good could be done till that was rooted out. So

. he propofed, as an expedient, that the King would

give the Council a power, to require all whom
they
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tney fufpefted to renounce the Covenant, and to

proceed againft fuch as refufed it as traitors. Dro-
mond had yet too much of the air of Ruffia about

him, tho' not with Dalziel's fiercenefs : He had a

great meafiirc of knowledge and learning, and
fome true impreffions of religion : But he thought,

that upon fuch powers granted, there would be

great dealing in bribes and confifcations. A flight

accident happened, which raifed a jeft that fpoiled

his errand. The King flung the cover or the let-

ter from Scotland into the fire, which was eaiv

ried up all in a flame, and fet the chimney on fire-:

Upon which it was laid, that the Scotch letter

had fired Whitehall: And it was anfwered, the

cover had almofb fet Whitehall, on, fire, but the

contents of it would certainly fet Scotland all in

aflame. It was faid, that the law for renouncinig

the Covenant, inferring only a forfeiture of em-
ployments, to thofe wli© refufed it, the ilretching

it fo far as was now propoied would be liable to

great exception. Yet in compliance with a pub-

lick meffage the inltruftion was fent down as it

was defired : But by a private letter Lord Rothes

was ordered to make no ufe of it, except upon a

fpecial command •, fince the King had only given

way to what was defired, to ftrike a terror into the

ill atfefted. The fecret of it broke out : So it

had no effedl, but to make the Lord Rothes and
his party more odious. Burnet, upon Sharp's

difgrace, grew to be mx:)re confidered. So he was
fent up with a propofition of a very extraordinary

nature, that the weftern Counties fnould be can-

toned under a fpecial government, and peculiar

t-axes, together with the quartering of ibldiers

upon them. It was faid, that thofe Counties put
the nation to the charge of keeping up fuch a

force : And therefore it feemed reafonable that thfc

charge fhould lye wholly on them. He alfo pro-

pofed, that a fpecial Council fhould be appointed

to fit at Glafgow : And, among other reafons to
' Vol. I. Z enforce
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1667. enforce that motion, he faid to the King, and
afterwards to Lord Lauderdale, that fome at

the Council board were ill afFeded to the Church,
and favoured her enemies, and that traitors had
been pleaded for at that board-. Lord Lauderdale

writ down prefently to know what ground there

was for this ; fince, if it was not true, he had Bur-

net at mercy for leafing-making, which was more
criminal when the whole Council v/s.s concerned

in the lie that was made. The only ground for.

this was, that one of the rebels, excepted in the

indemnity that was proclaimed fome time before,,

being taken, and, it being evident that his brain

was turned, it was debated in Council, whether

he Hiould be proceeded againft, or not : Some ar-

gued againft that, and faid, it would be a reproach

'to the Government to hang a madman. This

could in no fort juftify fuch a charge : So Lord
.Lauderdale refolved to make ufe of it in due time.

The propofition itfelf was rejected, as that which

the King could not do by law. Burnet upon this

"went to the Lord Clarendon, and laid before him
the fad eftate of their affairs in Scotland. He
fpoke to the King of it : And he took care to fee

the Englifli Bifhops on the King', with whom Bur-

net had more credit, as more entirely theirs, than

ever Sharp had. The Earl of Clarendon's credit

was then declining : And it was a clear fign of

it, when the King told Lord Lauderdale all that

he had faid to him on Scotch affairs, which pro-

voked him extreamly. Burnet-^ was fent dovtn

with good words : But the King was refolved to

put the affairs of Scotland under another manage-

ment. Lord Kincardin came down in April, and

told me, that Lord Rothes was to be ftript of all

his places, and to be only Lord Chancellour. The
"Earl of Tweedale and Sir Robert Murray were to

have the fecret in their hands. Lie told me, idie

peace was as good as made : And when that was

done, the army would be -difbanded •, and things

. would
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would be managed with more temper, both

Church and State. This was then fo great a fe-

cret, that neither the Lord Rothes, nor the two
Airehbifhops, had the lead hint of it. Some timiC

after this Lord Rothes went to the North: Upon
which an accident happened that hallened his faiJ.

.

The Scots had during the war fet out- many pri-

vateers ; and thefe had brought in many rich prizes.

The Dutch, being provoked, v/ith this, fent Van The

Gheudtwith a good fleet, into the Frith, to bur^I^i^'^ch

the coaft, and to recover fuch ihips as were in that .^^ ^^^^

part. He came into the Frith, on the firil of May..
pj.\tij.

If he had at firil^, hurig.,out Englilh £Qi£)urs, and
attacked Leith harbour: immediately-, which was
then full of ihip&,, he might h^ve-done what mif-

€)iief he pleafed :. Fof all were fecute, and were

looking for Sir Jeremy Smith, with fome frigatSj

for the defence of the qoaft, iince the I>ing had
iet out no fleet this year. , Thqre biid been fuch a

diffipation.of treafure, that, for a)! the money that

was given, there v^^as not enough left to fet out ^
fieet. But the . Court covered this by frying, thp

peace^was as goad_as concluded, .at Breda, where
xlie Lord Hollis andiSir William Coventry were
xreating about it as' Plenipotentiaries :. And, tho;*

no celTation vvras agreed. on, yet they reckoned on
it as fure. Upon this,, a faying of the Earl of

.Northumberland's was- .much repeaited : When it

was faid, that the King's miftrefs v/as like to ruin

..the Nation, he faid, it was Ihe that faved the Na-
ction. While.we had. a Houfe of Commons th^t

-gave, all the money thac was aflced, it was better

to have the money fquandred away in luxury and
prodigality, than to have it faved for worfe pur-

pofes. Van Gheudt did tiothing in the Frith for

.fome hours : He fnot againil Bruntiiland without

doing any mifchief. The country people ran down
.to tlie coail, and made a great Ihow. But this

:* was only .a feint, to divert the :King . from that

-.which was .chiefly intended '. .^Eqt he" iaiied qujt,

J Z 2 • and
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1667. and joined de Ruyter : And fo the fhameful attack

v-^-v-o^ was made upon the river of Medway : The chain
And went ^^. ^]^q mouth of it, which was then all its fecurity,:)

tham ^and
"^^^ broke : And the Dutch fleet failed up to Cha-

bLTrnt our tham : Of which I will fay no more in this place,;

Fleet. but go on with the affairs of Scotland.

Lord Rothes's being out of the way when the

country was in fuch danger, was feverely aggra-

vated by the Lord Lauderdale, and did bring

on the change fomewhat the fooner. In June Sir

Robert Murray came down with a letter from the

King, fuperfeding Lord Rothes's commiffion, put-

ting the Treafury in commiffion, and making Lord
Rothes Lord Chancellour. He excufed himlelf

from being raifed to that poft all he could ; and

defired to continue Lord Treafurer : But he ftrug-

gled in vain, and was forced to fubmit at lail.

Now all was turned to a more fober, and more
•moderate management. Even Sh-irp grew meek
and humble : And faid to my felf, it was a great

happinefs to have to deal with fober and ferious

men ; for Lord Rothes and his crew were perpe^

-tually drunk. When the peace of Breda was con-

cluded, the King wrote to the Scotch Council,

and communicated that to them ; and with that

fignified, that it was his pleafure that the Army
fhould be dilbanded. The Earl of Rothes, Bur-

net, and all the officers oppofed this much. The
rebellious difpofition of the v/eftern Counties was

much aggravated : It feemed neceflary to govern

-them by a military power. Several expedients

were propofed on the other hand. Inftead of re-

nouncing the Covenant, in which they pretended

there were many points of religion concerned, ai

bond was propofed for keeping the peace, and

againll rifing in arms. This feemed the better,

• tell; fince it fecured the pubHck quiet, and the

peace of the Country, which was at prefent the

moft neceffary : The religious part was to be left

• to time, and good management. So a'ft indemni-
' ^ '

. ty
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ty of a more comprehenfive nature was proclaim- 1667.
cd : And the bond was all the fecurity that was
demanded. Many came into the bond : Tho'
there were Ibme among them that pretended fcru-

ples: For, itwasfaid, peace was a word of a large

extent : It might be pretended, that obeying all

the laws was implied in it. Yet the far greater

number fubmitted to this. Thofe who were dif-

turbed with fcruples were a few melancholy incon-

fiderable perfons.

In order to the dilbanding the Army with more
fecurity it was propofed, that a County militia

fhould be railed, and trained for fecuring the pub-
lick peace. The two Archbifhops did not like

this: They faid, the Commons, of whom the mi-
litia muft be compofed, being generally ill affefted

to the Church, this would be a prejudice rather

than a fecurity. But, to content them, it was
concluded, that in Counties that were ill alFefted

there Ihould be no foot raifed, and only fome
troops of horfe. Burnet complained openly, that

he faw Epifcopacy was to be pulled down, and
that in fuch an extremity he could not look on,

and be filent. He writ upon thefe matters a long

and forrowful letter to Sheldon : And upon that

Sheldon writ a very long one to Sir R. Murray;
which I read, and found more temper and mode-
ration in it, than I could have expelled from him,

Murray had got fo far into his confidence, ancj

he feemed to depend fo entirely on his fincerity,

that no informations againft him could work upon
Sheldon. Upon Burnet's carrying things fo high.

Sharp was better ufed, and was brought again tq

the Council board, where he began to talk of mo-
deration : And in the debate concerning the dif-

banding the Army, he faid, it was better to ex-

pofe the Bifhops to whatfoever might happen, than

to have the Kingdom governed lor their fakes

by a military power. Yet in private he llu-

<iied to polfefs all people with prejudices againft

Z 3 tHe
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1667. the pcrfons then employed, as the enemies ' of

the Church. At that time Lord Lauderdale

got the King to y/rite to the Privy Council,

letting them know that he had been informed,

traitors had been pleaded for at that board. This

was levelled at Burnet. The Council in their

anfwer, as they denied the imputation, fo they de-

fired to know, who it was that had fo afperfed^

them. Burnet, when the letter was offered to him
to be figned by him, faid, he could not fay traitors

had never been pleaded for at that board, fmce he

himfelf had once pleaded for one, and put them in

mind of the particular cafe. After this he faw

how much he had expofed himfelf, and grew
tamer. The Army was diibanded : So Lord
Rothes's authority as General, as well as his com-
miffion, was now, at an end, after it had lafted

three years. The pretence of his commilTion was
the preparing matters for a National Synod : Yet

in all that time there was not one ftep made to-

wards one: For the Bifliops feemed concerned on*

ly for their authority, and their revenues, and

took no care of regulating, either the worfhip, or

the .difcipline. The Earls of Rothes aijd Tweedale

went to Court. The former tried, what he could

do by the Duke of Monmouth's means, who had

married his niece : But he was then young) and

was engaged in a mad-ramble after pleafure, and

minded no bufinefs. So Lord Rothes faw the ne-

ceffity of applying himielf to Lord Lauderdale-:

And he did dilTemble his difcontent fo dextroufly,

that he feemed well pleafed to be freed from the

load of bufinefs, that lay fo heavy upon him. He
moved to have his accounts of the Treafury pafs'd,~

to which great exceptions might have been made j

and to have an approbation pafs'd under the Great

Seal of ail he had done while he was the King's

Commiffioner. Lord Tweedale was agcainft both i

^nd moved, that, he fhould be for fome time kept

iinder t"he lafli : -He knew, thatj howhum:bk fo-

cve?
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ever he was at that time, he would be no fooner 1667.

fecured from being called to an account for what was s.^-^-^-^

pafs'd, than he would fet up a cabal in oppofition

to every thing -, whereas they were lure of his good
behaviour, as long as he continued to be fo ob-

noxious. The King loved Lord Rothes : So the

Earl of Lauderdale confented to all he a&ed. But
they quickly faw good caufe to repent of their

forwardnefs.

At this time a great change happened in the A great

courfe of the Earl of Lauderdale's life, which made change m
the latter part of it very different from what the ^^^^j^^g^^*

former had been. Mr. Murray of the bedcham- temper.

her had been page and whipping boy to King
Charles I ; and had great credit with him, not on-

ly in procuring private favours, but in all his

counfels. He was well turned for a Court, very

infinuating, but very falfe ; and of fo revengeful

a temper, that rather than any of the counfels given

l?y his enemies Ihould fucceed, he would have re-

vealed them, and betrayed both the King and
them. It v/as generally believed, that he had dif-

covered the moif important of all his fecrets to his

enemies. He had one particular quality, that

when he wa» drunk, which was very often, he was
upon a moft exad: referve, tho' he was pretty open
at all ot'her ' times. He got a warrant to be an

Earl, which was figned at New-Caftle. Yet he
got the King to antedate it, as if it had been figned

at Oxford, to get the precedence of fome whoni
he hated : But he did not pafs it under the Great
.Seal during that King's life •, but did it after his

death, fo his warrant, not being pafs'd, died with

the King. His eldeil daughter, to whom his ho-

nour, fuch as it was, defcended, married Sir Lio-

nel Tallmalh of Suffolk, a man of a noble family.

After her father's death, fhe took the title of Coun-
tefs of Dyfert. She v/as a woman of great beauty,

but of far greater parts. She had a wonderful

quicknefs ®i apprehenfion, and an amazing viva-

Z 4 city
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city in converfation. She had ftudied not onhy di-

vinity and hiftory, but mathematicics and phiiofo?

phy-. She was vehement in every thing ihe fet

about, a violenti friend, but a much more violent

enemy. She had a reftlefs ambition, Jived at ^
vaft expence, and was ravenoufly covetous ; and
would have ftuck at nothing by which Ihe might
compafs her ends. She had been early in a corref-

pondence with Lord Lauderdale, that had given
occafion to cenfurc. When he was prifoner. after

Worcefler fight, ihe made him believe he was in

great danger of his life, and that (he faved it by
h/^r intrigues with Cromwell : Which was not a

liL'-l'^. taken notice of. Cromwell was certainly

fond or her, and flie took care to entertain him in

it ; till hs, finding what was faid upon it, broke
it off*. Upon the King's Reftoration, flie thought
that Lord Lauderdale made not thofe returns that

ihe expe6led. They lived for fome years at a dif-r

tance But upon her hufband's death fhe made up
all quarrels ; So that Lord Lauderdale and fhe

lived fo much together, that his Lady was offend-

ed at it, and went to Paris, where fhe died about
three years after. The Lady Dyfert came to have
fo much power over the Lord Lauderdale, that it

lefTened him much in the efteem of all the world ;

for he delivered himfelf up to all her humours and
paffions. All applications were made to her : She
took upon her to determine every thing : She fold

all places, and was wanting in no methods that

could bring her rnoney, which fhe iavifhed out iji

a moil profufe vanity. As the conceit took her,

Ihe made him fall out with all his friends, oqe after

another; Wirh the Earls of Argile, Tweedale^
and Kincardin, with Duke Hamilton, the Mar-
quis of Atholj and Sir Robert Murray, who all

had their turns in her difpleafure, which very

quickly drew Lord Lauderdale's after it. If after

fuch names it is not a prefumption to name my
fplf^ I had my fhare likewife. From that time,

'

'

^

'

to
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to the end of his days, he became quite another

fort of man than he had been, in all the former
parts of his life. Sir Robert Murray had been de-
igned by her father to be her hu&and, and was
long her true friend. She knew hh integrity was
proof againft all attempts. He had been hitherto

the Lord Lauderdale's chief friend, and mainfup-
port. He had great eileem paid him, both by the
King, and by the whole Court : And he employed
it all for the Earl of Lauderdale's fervice. He
ufed great freedom with him at proper times ; and
was a faithful advifer, and reprover as far as the

other could bear ix. Lady Dyfert laid hold on his

abfence in Scotland to make a breach between
them. She made Lord Lauderdale believe, that
Murray afTumed to himfelf the praife of all that
was done, and was not ill pleafed to pafs as his

'

Qovernour. Lord Lauderdale's pride was foon
lired with thofe ill impreflions.

The government of Scotland had now another Scotland

face. All payments were regularly made : There was very

was an overplus of looool. of the revenue faved ^^'^" S?"

every year : A magazine of Arms was bought with
^^"^"^ '

it :. And there were feveral projects fet on foot for

the encouragement of trade and manufaftures.
Lord Tweedale and Sir Robert Murray were fo
entirely united, that, as they never difagreed, fo
all plied before them. Lord Tweedale was made
a Privy Counfellor in England: And, his fon
having married the Earl of Lauderdale's only
child, they feemed to be infeparably united. When
he came down from London, he brought a letter

from the King to the Council, recommending the
concerns of the Church to their care : In particular,

he charged them to fupprefs Conventicles, which
began to fpread generally thro' the weftern Coun-
ties : For upon the difbanding the Army, the
country, being deHvered fi-om that terror, did now
forfake their Churches, and got their old Minifters
1:9 come among them ; 4nd tliey were not wanting

in
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1667. in holding Conventicles from place to place. The
King wrote alfo by him a letter to Sharp with his

own pen, in which he affured him of his zeal for

the Church, and of his favour to himfelf. Lord;

Tweedale hoped this would have gained him to his

lide : But he was deceived in it. Sharp quickly^

returned to his former infolence. Upon the Earl

of Tweedale's return, there was a great application;

to publick bufinefs : No vice was in reputation :.

Juftice was impartially adminiftred : And a com-
miffion was fent to the weftern Counties to exa-

mine into all the complaints of unjuft and illegal

oppreffions by Turner, Dalziel, and others. Tur^
ner's warrants had been feized with himfelf: And,
tho' upon the defeat given the Whiggs he was left

by them, fo that, beyond all men*s expe£tations,

he efcaped out of their hands, yet he had nothing

to juftify himfelf by. The truth is, this enquiry

was chiefly levelled at Lord Rothes and Burnet,

to call the odium of the late rebellion on their in-

juftice and ill condud. And it was intended that

Turner fhould accufe them : But he had no vouch-

ers to Ihew. Thefe were believed to be withdrawn

by an artifice of the Lord Rothes. But, before

the matter was quite ended, thofe in whole hands

his papers were left, fent them fealed up to his

lodgings. But he was by that time broken : So,

Jince the government had ufed him hardly, he\

who was a man of fpirit, would not fhew his

vouchers, nor expofe his friends. So that matter

was carried no farther. And the people of the

country cried out againft thofe cenfures. It was

faid, that when by fuch violent proceedings men
had been inflamed to a rebellion, upon which fo

-much blood was flied, all the reparation given

was, that an officer or two were broken ; and a

great man was taken down a little upon it,

without making any publick examples for the de-

terring others.

Sir
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. Sir Robert Murray went thro' the weft of Scot- 1667.

land. When he came back, he told me, the Cler- »—v-**
gy were fuch a fet of men, fo ignorant, and fo

^^'^^'^

fcandalous, that it was not poffible to fupport p5^™,,.g

them, unlefs the greateft part of them could be made of

turned out, and better men found to be put in their ^^^ ^'3er-

places. But it was not eafy to know how this S^"

cbuld be done. Burnet had placed them all : And
he thought himfelf in fome fort bound to fupport

them. The Clergy were fo linked together, that

none of them could be got to concur in getting

proofs of crimes brought againft their brethren.

And the people of the country pretended fcruples.

They faid, to accufe a Minifter before a Bilhop

was an acknowledging his jurifdi6lion over his

Clergy, or, to ufe a hard word much in ufe among
them, it was homologating his power. So Mur-^

ray propofed, that a Court Ihould be conftituted

by a fpecial commiffion from the King, made up
of fome of the Layity as well as the Clergy, to try

the truth of thefe fcandalous reports that went up-

on the Clergy : And he writ about it to Sheldon,

who approved of it. Sharp alfo feemed well pleafed

with it, tho' he abhorred it in his heart : For he

thought it ftruck at the root of their authority,

and was Eraftianifm-in the higheft degree. Burnet

faid, it was a turning him out of his Biihoprick,

and the declaring him either incapable ofjudging
his Clergy, or unworthy of that truft. His Cler-

gy cried out upon it ; and faid, it was a delivering

them up to the rage of their enemies, who hated

them only for the fake of their funftions, and for

their obedience to the laws ; and that, if irregular

•methods were taken to encourage them, they

would get any thing, true or falfe, to be fworn
againft them. The difficulties that arofe upon
this put a ftop to it. And the Earl of Lauderdale's

averfion to Sir Robert Murray began a disjointing

of all the counfels of Scotland. Lord Tweedale
-had the chief confidence: And next him Lord

Kincardin
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1.667. Kincardin was moft trufted. The PrefbyterianS,"

feeing a foftening in the execution of the law, andi
obferving that the Archbifhops were jealous of^

Lord Tweedale, fancied he was theirs in his heart.''

Upon that they grew very infolent. The Clergy
was in many places ill ufed by them. They def-

paired of any farther proteftion from the Govern-,
ment. They faw defigns were forming to turn
them all out : And, hearing' that they might be;

better provided in Ireland, they were in many
places bought out, and prevailed on to defert their

cures. The people of the country hoped, that^-

upon their leaving them, they might have their

old Minifters again ; and upon that were willing

enough to enter into thofe bargains with them

:

And fo in a very little time there were many vacan-
cies made all over thofe Counties. The Lord:
Tweedale took great pains to engage Leightoun
into the fame counfels with him. He had magni-
fied him highly to the King, as much the greateft

inan of the Scotch Clergy. And the Lord Twee-
dale's chief aim, with relation to Church matters,

was to fet him at the head of them: For he often

faid to me, that more than two parts in three of
the whole bufinefs of the government related to

the Church. So he ftudied -to bring in a fet of
Epifcopal men of another ftamp, and to fet Leigh-
toun at their head. He ftudied to draw in Mr,
Charteris. But he had fuch fad thoughts of man-
kind, and fuch humble ones of himfelf, that he
thought little good could be done, and that as to

that little he was not a proper inftrument. Leigh-
toun was prevailed on to go to London, where,
as he told me, he had two audiences of the King.
He laid before him the madnefs of the former ad-
miniftration of Church affairs, and the neceffi-

ty of turning tp more moderate counfels : In par-

ticular, he propofed a comprehenfion of the Prcf-

byterian party, by altering the terms of the laws a

little, ^nd by fuch abatements as rnight prefcrve

thp
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the vvhole for the future, by granting fomewhat 1667..

for the prefent. But he entered into no expedi- ^^>nr^

ents : Only he ftudied to fix the King in the de-

fign that the courfe of his affairs led him to, tho*

contrary to his own incHnations, both in England

-and Scotland. In order to the opening this I mult

change the fcene.

The Dutch war had turned fo fatally on the AiFairs in

King, that it made it neceffary for him to try how England.

to recover the affedions and efteem of his people*

He found a flackening the execution of the law

went a great way, in the city of London, and with

the trading part of the Nation. The Houfe of

Commons continued ftill in their fiercenefs, and

-averfion to all moderate propoiitions : But in the

intervals of Parliament the execution was foftened.

The Earl of Clarendon found his credit was de- ciaren-

clining, that all the fecrets of State were trufted to don's dif-

Bennet, and that he had no other fhare in them g^^^^-

than his poll required. The Lady Caftlemain fet

her felf moll violently againil him. And the Duke
of Buckingham, as often as he was admitted to

any familiarities with the King, ftudied with all his

wit and humour to make Lord Clarendon and all

his counfels appear ridiculous. Lively jefts were
,

at all times apt to take with the King. The Earl

of Clarendon felf under two other misfortunes be-

fore the war broke out. The King had granted

him a large piece of ground near St. James's to

build a houfe on : He intended a good ordinary
• houfe : But, not underftanding thofe matters him-
felf, he put the managing of that into the hands of

others ; who run him into a vaft charge, of

about 50000 1. three times as much as he had
defigned to lay out upon it. During the war, and
-in the plague year, he had about three hundred
men at work, which he thought would have been

an acceptable thing, when fo many men were kept

at work, and fo much money, as was duly paid^

circulated about. But it had a contrary effesS.
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,1667. It raifed a great outcry againft him. Some called

Wi^n^ it Dunkirk houfe, intimating that it was built by
his fhare of the price of Dunkirk. Others caljed

it Holland houfe, becaufe he was believed to be

no friend to the war : So it was given out, that

he had the money from the Dutch. It was vifir

ble, that in a time of publick calamity he was
building a Very noble palace. Another accident

was, that before the war there was fome defigns

on foot for the repairing of St. Paul's : And many
ilones were brought thither. That projedt was
laid afide during the war. He upon that bought

the ftones, and made ufe of them in building his

own houfe. This, how flight foever it may feeiil

to be, yet had a great effect by tlie management
of his enemies. ^nj-iwrn^r'

Soutk- Another misfortune was, that Ke loft his chief

ampton's friend, to whom he trufted moft, and who was his
death. greateft fupport, the Earl of Southampton. The

.pain of the ftone grew upon him to fuch a degree,

that he had refolved to be cut : But a woman
came to him, who pretended Ihe .had an infallible

fecret of diflblving the ftone, and brought fuch

vouchers to him, that he put himfelf into her hands.

The medicine had a great operation, tho' it ended

fatally : For he paffed great quantities of gravel,

that looked hke the coats 01 a ftone fticed off.

This encouraged him to go on, till his pains en-

creafed fo, that no man was ever feen to. die in

fuch torments j which made him oft tremble all

over, fo that the bed ftiook with it : Yet he bore

it with an aftoniftiing patience. He not only kept
' himfelf from faying any indecent thing, but en-

dured all that mifery with the firmnefs of a great

man, and the fubmillion of a good chriftian. The
icaufe of all appeared when he was opened after

-hi^ death : For the medicine had ftripp'd the ftone

: of its outward flimy coats, which made it lay foft

and eafy upon the mufcles of the bladder ; where-

as when thefe were diffolved, the inner and harder

:

.

parts



of King C H AR L E s II, 351

parts of the ftone, that, wejre all ragged by the .1667.

difiblution that was begun, lay upon the neck of ^-orv

the bladder, which raifed thole .violent pains of

which he died. The Court was now delivered of

a great man, whom they did not much love, and

who they knew did not love them. The Trea-

fury was put in commiflion : And the Earl of

Clarendon had no intereft there. He faw the war,

tho* managed by other counfels, yet was like to

end in his ruin : For all errors were call on himp

The bufinefs of Chatham was a terrible blow

:

And tho' the lofs was great, the infamy was greater.

The Parliament had given above five millions to-

wards the war : But, thro' the luxury and wafte

of the Court, this money was fo fqviandred away,

that the King could neither fet out a fleet, nor de-

fend his coafts. Upon the n^ws of the Dutch
fleet's being in the river, the King did not ride

down himfelf, nor appear at the head of his peo-

ple, who were then in fuch imminent danger. He
only fent the Duke of Albemarle down, and was
intending to retire to Windfor. But that looked

fo like a flying from danger, that he was prevailed

on to {lay. And it was given out, that he was
very chearful that night at fuppcr with his Mif-

trelles, which drew many libels upon him, that

werewrit with as much wit as malice, and brought

him under a general contempt. He was compar-

ed to Nero, who fung while Rome was burning.

A day or two after that he rode thro' London, ae-

companied with the moil popular men of his Court,

and aflfured the citizens he would live and die with

his people, upon which there were fome acclan:i^-

• tions : But the matter went heavily. The City

was yet in afhes : And the jealoufy of burnings it

. on. defign had got fo among them, that the King
himfelf was not free from fufpicion. If the Dutph^
had purfued their advantage in the firftconller-

,. nation, they might have done more mifehief, and
have come a great way up the Xh^rries^ and burnt

4 many
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many merchant Ihips : But they thought they had
done enough, and fo they failed away. The Court
was at a ftand what to do : For the French had af-

fured them the treaty was as good as firiifhed;

Whether the French fet this on, as that which

would both weaken the fleet of England, and ali-

enate the King fo entirely from the Dutch that he

would be eafily engaged into new alliances to re-

venge this affront, as many believed, I cannot pre-

tend to determine.

The Earl of EfTex was at this time in Paris,, on

his way home from the waters of Bourbon : And
he told me, the Queen-mother of England fent

for him, as being one of her fon's Privy Council •

The Irlfh ^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^^5 ^^^ ln(h had fent over fome to the

fought the Court of France, defiring money and arms with
proteftion fome officers, and undertook to put that ifland in-
of France.

^^ ^^^ hands of the French. He told me, he found

the Qiieenwas in her inclinations and advices true

to her fon's intercil : But he was amazed to fee,

that a woman, who in a drawing-room was the

livelieil woman of the age, and had a vivacity of

imagination that furprized all who came near her,

yet after all her praftice in affairs had fo little ei-

ther ofjudgment or conduct : And he did not won-

der at the mifcarriage of the late King's counfels,

fince Ihe had fuch a fhare in them. But the French

had then greater things in view. The King of

Spain was dead. And now after the French had

managed the war fo, that they had been at no part

; of the expence of it, nor brought a fhip to the

afTiffance of the Dutch in any engagement, and

that both England and Holland had made a great

lofs both in lliips and treafure •, they refolved to

manage the peace fo, as to oblige the King by

giving him a peace, when he was in no condition

to carry on a war. I enter not into our negotia-

tion with the Bifhop of Munfler, nor his treache-

rous departing from his engagements, fince I know
nothing of that matter, but what is in print.

As
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As ioon as the peace was made, the King faw:-i3667^

-

with what difadvaiitage he was like to meet his:.'*—v*—

'

Padiament. So he thought, the di-fgracing a pub-_'

lick Mwifter, who by his being long in fo high

a poll had drawn upon himfelf much envy, and

many enemies, would cover himfelf and. the reft of .:

his Court. ..Other things concurred to fet this for- 7

ward. The 'King was grown very weary of the ;.

Queen. : i^nd it was believed, he had a great mindu
to he rid of her. The load of that rharriage was ^>

caft on the Lord Clarendon, as made.'.ori defign to

raife his own grandchildren. Many members of the

Houfe of Commons, fuch as Chfford, Olborn, Ker,

Littlstoun, and Seimour, were brought to the .King ;

who all affured him, that upon his Reftoration they

intended both to have raifed his authority, and to -.

have encreafed his . revenue ; but that the Earl of .

Clarendon had difcouraged it, and that all his erea.-
.

tures had poflelfed the Houfe with fiich jealoufies ,

of the King, that they thought it was not fit totrtift •

him too much, nor too far. This made a deep im- ;

preflion on the King, who was, weary ot Lore! Cla-

rendon's impofmg way, and had a mind to be freed

from the authority, to which he had been fo long ,

accuftomed, that it was not eafy to, keep him with-

in bounds.

Yet the King was fo afraid to engage himfelf too .'he

deep in his own affairs, that it was a doubt whether-/ '^e 01

he would difmifs him or not, if a concern of one
;^ji^^^j,

of his amours had not fharpened his refentment ; marriage.

fo that v/hat other confiderations could not do, was-*

brought about by an ill grounded jealoufy. Miilrefs

Steward had gained fo much on the King, and yet
^

had kept her ground with fo much firmnefs,; thatr

the King feemed to defign if poffible to legitimate

his addrelTes to her, when he; faw no hope of fuc-.

ceeding any other Vv-ay. The -Duke of liichmond,

being a widower/ courted her. The King feemed
to give way to it y and pretended to take. -fuch care_

of her, that he would have good fettlements made
Vol. I. A a for
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1667. for her. He hoped by that means to have broke
s..^v-«^ thie matter decently ; for he knew the Duke of Riclk-

mond's affairs were in diforder. So the King or-

dered Lord Clarendon to examine the eftate he pre-
*

tended to fettle. But he v/as told, whether trye

or' falfe 1 cannot tell, that Lord Clarendon told her,

that the Duke of Richmond's affairs, it was true,

were not very clear -, but that a family fo near re-

lated to the King could never be left in diflrefs, and
that fuch a match would not come in her way every

day ; fo fhe had belt confider well^ before Ihe re-

jected it. This was carried to the King, as a defign

he had that the Crown might defcend to his own
grandchildren ; and that he was afraid, left ftrange

methods fhould be taken to get rid of the Queen,
arid to make way for her. When the King faw that

Ihe had a mind to marry the Duke of Richmond,
he offered to make her a Dutchefs, and to fettle an

eflate on her. Upon this fhe faid, fhe faw fhe mufl
either marry him, or fuffer much in the opinion

of the world. And fhe was prevailed on by the'

Duke of Richmond, who was pafTionately in love

with her, to go privately from Whitehall, and mar-

ry him without giving the King notice. The Earl

of Clarendon's fon, the Lord Cornbury, was going

to her lodgings, upon fome afTignation that fhe'

had given him about her affairs, knowing nothing

of her intentions. He met the King in the door

coming out full of fury. And he, fufpefting that"

Lord Cornbury was in the defign, fpoke to him as

one in a rage that forgot all decency, and for fome
time would not hear Lord Cornbury fpeak in his

own defence. In the afternoon he heard him with

more temper, as he himfelf told me. Yet this made
fo deep an imprefTion, that he refolved to take the

feals from his father. The King faid to the Lord
Lauderdale, that he had talked of the matter with

Sheldon ; and that he convinced him, that it was
neceffary to remove Lord Clarendon from his poft.

Andj as foon as it was done^ the King fent for

Sheldon,
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Sheldon, and told him what he had done. But he i66^-

anfwered nothing. When the King infilled to obhge *-—v-*^

him CO declare himfelf, he faid, " Sir, I wifh you
'• would put away this woman that you keep." The
King upon that replied fharply, why had he never

talked to him of that fooncr, but took this occafion .

now to fpeak of it. Lauderdale told me, he had
all this from the King : And that the King and
Sheldon had gone into fuch expoftulations upon it,

that from that day forward Sheldon could never re-

cover the King's confidence.

The feais were given to Sir Orlando Bridgman, Bridgman

Lord Chief Tuftice of the Common Pleas, then in "^^^^

great efteem, which he did not maintain long after
j^

his advancement. His ftudy and pradlice lay fo

intirely in the Common law, that he never feemed
to apprehend what equity was : Nor had he a head

made for Bufinefs, or for fuch a Court. He was a

man of great integrity, and had very ferious im-
prellions of religion on his mind. He had been

always on .the fide, of the Church : Yet he had great

tbndernefs for the Non-conformifts : And, the Bi-

Ihops having all declared for Lord Clarendon, ex-

cept one or two, he and the new fcenc of the Mi-
niltry were inclined to favour them. The Duke
of Buckingham, who had been in high difgrace

before Lord Clarendon's fall, came upon that into

high favour, and fet up for a patron of liberty of

confcience, and of all the {e.6ls. The See of Chefler

happened to fall vacant foon after : And Do6lor
Wilkin was by his means promoted to that See.

It was no fmall prejudice to him, that he was re-

commended by fo bad a man. WUkins had a cou-

rage in him that could ftand againft a current, and
againft all the reproaches with which ill-natured

Clergymen ftudied to load him. He faid, he was
called for by the King, without any motion of iiis

own, to a publick ftation, in which he would en-

deavour to do all tlie good he could, without con-

fidering the ill effeds that it might have on him-

A a 2 felf.
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felf. The King had fuch a command of himfelf^
that when his intereft led him to ferve any end, or
to court any fort of men, he did it fo dexcroufly,

and with fuchanairof fincerity, that till men were
w€ll praclifed in him, he was apt to impofe on them.*

He feemed now to go into moderation and com-
prehenfion with fo much heartinefs, that both Bridg-
man and Wilkins believed he was in earneft in it:

Tho' there was nothing that the Popifh counfels
"tvere more fixed in, than to oppofe all motions of
thatkind. But the King faw, it was necefiary to

recover the affedions of his people. And, fmce
the Church of England was now gone off from him,
upon Lord Clarendon's difgrace, he refolved to fhew
fome favour to the fefts, both to foften them, and
to force the others to come back to their dependence
upon him.

French
^^ began alfo to exprefs his concerns in the af-'

King's fairs of Europe: And he brought about the peace:

pre^en- between Spain and Portugal. The French King
iions to pretended, that by the law of Brabant his Qiieen,
J^ landers.

.^-3 ^|^g |^^jj. ^y^)^^ |^j.^ Y^m^ of Spain's firft marriage,,

tho' a daughter, was to be preferred to the young
iCihg of Spain, the heir of the fecond venter, with-
out any regard to the renunciation of any fucceffion

to his Queen, ftipulated by the peace of the Py-
renees ; and was upon that pretenfion like to over-
run the Netherlands. Temple was fent over to en-';

ter into an alliance with the Dutch, by which fome
parts of Flanders were yielded up to France, but a
barrier was preferved for the fecurity of Holland.
Into this the King of Sweden, then a child, was en-

.

gaged : So it was called the Triple Alliance. I will"

fay no more of that fince fo particular an account
is given of it by him, who could do it beft, Temple
hlmfelf. It was certainly the mafterpiece of King
Cliarles's liie : And, if he had ftuck to it, it would

^

have been ' both the flrength and the glory of his

reign. This difpofed his people to forgive all that

was^pafs'd, and to " renew their confidence in him,

which"
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which was much fhaken by the whole cor^dud of 1667.

the Dutch v/ar. *:—^>->«J

The Parhament were upon their firft opening fet'Claren-

on to deftroy Lord Clarendon. Some of his friends ^^"'.^ ^""•

went to him a few days before the Parliament met ;"'^^" ^'

and told him, many were at work to find out mat-!,

ter of accufation againj him. He bell knew, what"

could be brought againft him with any truth ; for

falfehood was infinite, and could not be gueffed at.,.

They defired, he would trull fome of them v/ith'.

what might break out, fince probably nothing could'

lye concealed againft' fo ftri6l a fearch. And the me-,

thod in which his friends mult manage for him, if

there was any miixture or allay in him, was to be

very different from that they could ufe, ifhe was fure"

that nothing could be brought out againft him. The
Lord Burlington and Biftiop Morley both told me,
they talked to this purpofe to him. Lord Claren-

don upon that told them, that, if either in matters,

of juftice, or in any negotiations abroad, he had.

ever received a farthing, he gave them leave to dif-,

own all friendfhip to him. The French King hear-

ing he had fent for all the books of the Louvre im-'

preffion, had fent thefe to him, which he took, as

thinking it a trifle, as indeed it was^ : And this was. ..

the only prefent he ever had from any foreign prince;

He had never taken any thing by virtue of his ofHceV

but that which his predecefTors had claimed as.

a right. But now a hue and cry was fent out againft:.

him : And all perfons, who had heard him' fay any
thing that could bear an ill conftrudtion, were ex-

amined. Some thought, they had matters of great?

weight againft him : And, when they were told

thefe would not amount to high treafon, they defirecj!

to know what would amount to it,

When twenty three articles v/ere brought into the He was

Houfe againft him, the next day he defired his fe- ij^^peach-

cond fon, the now Earl of Rochefter, tq acquaint?^ ^V^r
the Houfe, that he, hearing what articles werecom-
ferought againft him, did in order to the difpatchmons,

A a 3 pf
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1667. of the bufinefs, defire that thofe, who knew b?ft

what their evidence was, would fingle out anyone,
of the articles, that they rhought could be beft'

proved ; and, if they could prove that, he would
fubmit to the cenfure due upon them all. But thofe,

who had the fecret of this in their hands, and knew
they could make nothing of it, refolved to put the.

matter upon a preliminary, in which they hoped to

iind caule to hang up the whole affair, and fix upon
the Lords the denial of juflice. So, according to
fome few and late precedents, they fent up a gene-
ral impeachment to the Lords bar of high treafon,

without any fpeciai matter'; and demanded, that

upon that he might be committed to prifon. They
had reafon to believe 'the Lords would not grant
this : And therefore they refolved to infiil on it

j

and reckoned, that, when lb much money was to be
given, the King would prevail with the Lords.
Upon this occafion it appeared, that the private ani-

mofities of a Court could carry them to
'

eftablifh^

the mofl deilru61:ive precedent, that could have beea
thought on. For if this had pafs'd, then every
Minifter upon a general impeachment was to be
ruined, tho' no fpeciai matter was laid againfthim,"
Yet the King himfelf preffed this vehemently. It

was faid, the very fufpicions of a Houfe of Com-»
tnons, efpecially fuch a one as this was, was enough
to blaft a man, and to have him fecured : For there

was reafon to think, that every perfon fo charged
would run away, if at liberty. Lord Clarendon'3
enemies had now gone far : They thought, they
were not fafe till his head was off : And they appre-
hended, that, if he were once in prifon, it would
be eafy either to find^ or at leaft to bring witnefles

againft him. This matter is all in print : Sol will

go no farther in the particulars. The Duke was at

this time taken with the fmallTpox : So he was out
?3f the w^hole debate. The Peers thought, that a

general accufation w'as only a clamour, and ohat

their dignities fignmed little, if a clamour wa§

enough



of King Charles II. 359

enough to fend them to prifon. All the Earl of 1667.

Clarendon's friends prefled the King much on his v-nr*»>

behalf, that he might befuffered to.go off gently,

and without cenfure, lince he had ferved both his

father and himfeif lb long, fo faithfully, and with

fuch fuccefs. But the King was now fo iharpened

againft him, that, tho' he named no particulars, he

exprelfed a violent and irreconcilable averfion to

him i which did the King much hurt, in the opinion

of all that were not engaged in the party. The af-

fair of the King's marriage wa-s the moll talked of,

•as that which indeed was the only thing, that could

in any fort juftify fuch a feverity. Lord Clarendon

did proteft, as fome that had it from himfeif told

jne, that he had no other hand in that matter, than

as a Counfellor : And in that he appealed to the

King himfeif. After many debates, and conferen-

ces, and proteftations, in which the whole Court

went in vifibly to that, which was plainly deftruc-

tive both to the Kin^ and to the Miniftry, the ma-
jority of the Houfe ftood firm,^ and adhered to their

firft refolution againft commitment. The Com-
mons were upon that like to carry the matter far

againft the Peers, as denying juftice. The King ^he King
feeing this fpoke to the Duke, to perfuade Lord deilred he

Clarendon to go beyond fea, as the only expedient- would go

that was left, to make up the breach between the
3^y'^^'^

i , ^ lea,.

two Houfes : And \\q let fall fome words of kind-

nefs, in cafe he Ihouid comply with this. The Earl

of Clarendon , was a.11 obedience and fubmififion j

and was charmed with thofe tender words, that the

King had faid of him. 3o, partly to ferve the King,

and fave himfeif and hjs family, but chiefly that he

might not be the occafion of any difrerence betv^een

the King and the E)uke, who had heartily efpoufed

his intereft, he went privately beyond fea ; and
writ a letter ffom Calais tp the Houfe of Lords,'

protefting his innocence in all the poiqts objeded to^^

him, and that he had not gone out .of the KingdOifi?

for fear, qr out of any confcioufnefs of guilt, but

A^sk 4 only
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only that he might not" be the unhappy occafion of
any difference between the two Houfes, or of ob-
fcruding pubiick bufinefs. This put an end to the

dilpute. But his enemies called it a confefTion of
guilt, and a flying from juftice : Such colours wiH
people give to the moft innocent anions.

A Bill was brought in, banifhing him the King's

^ ^
dominions under pain of treafon if he Ihould return :

And it was made treafon to correfppnd with him,
wilhout Jeave from the King. This A<51 did not

pafs^without much oppoficion. It was faid, there

was a known courfe of law when any man fled from
^qilice : Apd it feemed againft the common courfe

of juftice, to make all correfponding with him trea-

fon, when he himfelf was not attainted of treafon :

Nor could it be juft to banifb him, unlefs a day
were given him to come in : And then, if he did

not come in, he might incur the punifhment upon
contempt,, The; Duke, whom the King had em-
ployed, t^ -prevail with him to withdraw himfelf,

thougHj^e was. bound in honour to prefs the mat-

ter home on th^pjjKing -, which he did fo warmly,
that for fome tiwa coldnefs between them was ve-

ry vifible. •.Th<?:part' the King had a6ted in this

matter came to be known; and was much cen-

jfured, as there was jufl: caufe for it. The ve-

hemence that he fliewed in this whole matter

was imputed by many to very different caufes,

Thofe who knew him beft, but efteemed him
leafl:, faid to me on this occafion, that all the in-

dignation, that appeared in him on this head,

was founded on no reafon at all y but was an effe6f:

pfthat eafmefs, or rather lazinefs of nature, that

Ijiade him comply v/ith every perfon that had the

greatefl: credit with him. The Miftrefs, and the'

•w,hole Bedchamber, were perpetually railing at him.

2Fhi3 by a fort of infedion poffefled the feing, who,
without giving himfelf the trouble of much- think-

ing, did commonly go into any thing that was at

|he prefcnt time the eafiefl:, without confidering
'•

"

" V ^

'

' "
'

what-
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1

what might at any other time follow 05. it. Thus, 1667.

the Lord Clarendon fell under the common fate of v-^rw

great Minifters -, whofe employment expofes them

to envy, and draws upon them the indignation of

all, who are difappointed in their pretenfions.

Their friends do generally Ihev/, that they are only

the friends of their fortunes : And upon the change

of favour they not only forfake them in their extre-

mity, but, that they may fecur'e to themfelves the^

protection of a new favourite, they v/ill labour to

rededm all that is pafs'd, by turning as violently

againft them, as they formerly fawned abjectly up-

on them': And Princes are fo little fenfible of me-

rit or great fervices, that they facrifice their beO:

fervants, not only when their affairs feem to require

it, but to gratify the humour of a miftrefs, or the

paffion of a rifing favourite.

I v/ill end this relation of Lord Clarendon's fall The cLa-

with an account of his two fons. The eldefl, nowT^*"'^'
"'

the Earl of Clarendon, is a man naturally fincere ijons.

He is a friendly and good natured man. Lie keeps"

an exa6l journal of all that paiTes, aiid is pun6lual to.;

tedipufnefs in all that he relates. He was very early

engaged in great fecrets : For his father, apprehend-

ing of what fatal confequence it would have been to

the King's affairs, if hi-s correfpondence had been

difcovered by unfaithful Secretaries, engaged him
when very young to write all his letters to England

in cypher, fo that he was generally half tlie day

writing in cypher^ or decyphering, and was fo dif-

creet, as well as faithful, that nothing was ever dif-

covered by him. He continued to be ftill the per-

fon whom his father trufted mod : And was the moft

beloved of all the family, for he y/a,s humble and

obliging, tho' fometimes peevilh. His judgment"
was not to be much depended on'-,' for he y^^as much
carried away by vulgar prejudices, and talie noti-*

pns. He was much in the Qtieen's favour, and'

was her Chamberlain long. Llis father's being fo

yiolently profecuted on the account of her marriage,
' ' ' made
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1667. made that fhe thought herfelf bound to proted him
*--%-—' in a particular manner. He was fo provoked at

the ill ufage his father met with, that he ftruck in

violently with the party that oppofed the Court;
And the King fpoke always ofhim with great Iharp-.

nefs, and much fcorn. His brother, now Earl oif

Rochefter, is a man of far greater parts. He has

a very good pen, but fpeaks not gracefully. He
was thought the fmootheft man in t-he Court : And
during all the difpute concerning his father, he
made his Court fo dextroufly, that no refentments

ever appeared on that head. When he came into

bufmefs, and rofe to high pofts, he grew violent;

But was thought an incorrupt man. He has high

notions of Government, and thinks it muft be mainn

tained with great feverity. He delivers up his own
notions to his party, that he may lead them.

He pafTes for a finccre man, and feems to have

too much heat to be falfe. Morley was long

Dean of the Chapel : But he ftuck fo to the

Lord Clarendon, that he was fent into his dio-:

cefe : And Crofts Bifhop of Hereford was made
Dean in his room. Crofts was a warm devout man,

but of no difcretion in his condud : So he loft

ground quickly. He ufed much freedom with the

King ; but it was in the wrong place, not in pri^

vate, but in the pulpit.

The Kine
'^^^ King was highly offended at the behaviour

was much of moft of the Bifhops : And he took occalion to

offended vent it at the Council-board. Upon the complaints
with the

j-j^g^^ ^gj.g jxiade of fome diforders, and of fame Con-
ops*

venticles, he faid, the Clergy were chiefly to blame

for thefe diforders j for if they had lived well, and

had gone about their parilhes, and taken pains to

convince the Non-conformifts, the Nation might

have been by that time well fettled. But they

thought of nothing, but to get good benefices, and

to keep a good table. This I read in a letter that

Sir Robert Murray writ down to Scotland : And it

agrees
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agrees with a converfation, that the King was pleafed 1667.

to have with my felf once, when I was alone with ^..^v^o

him in his clofet. While we were talking of the

ill ftate the Church was in, I was ftruck to hear a

Prince of his courfe of life fo much difgufted at the

ambition, covetoufnefs, and the fcandals of the

Clergy. He faid, if the Clergy had done their

part, it had been an eafy thing to run down the

Non-conformiils : But he added, they will do no-

thing, and will have me do every thing : And moik

pf them do worfe than if they did nothing. He
told me, he had a Chaplain, that was a very honell

man, but a very great blockhead, to whom he had

given a living in Suffolk, that was full of that fort

of people : He had gone about among them from

houfe to houfe ; tho' he could not imagine what he

could fay to them ; for he faid he was a very fiily

Fellow: But that, he believed, his nonfenfefuited their

ponfenfc, for he had brought them all to Church

:

And, in reward of his diligence, he had given him
a Bifhoprick in Ireland.

Bridgman and Wilkins fet on foot a treaty, for a 166S.
comprehenfion of fuch of the DifTenters as could be »...*.v-^

brought into the communion of the Church, and a A treat/

toleration of the reft. Hale, then Chief Jullice, ^^[f'^^i^'

concurred witK them in the defign. Tillotfon,
o^'^of'the

Stillingfleet, and Burton joined alfo in it. Bates, Presbyte-

Manton, and Baxter were called for on the fide of ri'i'is.

the Prefbyterians. And a proje6t was prepared,

confifting chiefly of thofe things that the King had

proniifed by his declaration in the year 1660. On-
ly in the point of re-ordinacion this temper was pro^

pofed, that thofe who had Preibyterian ordination

Jhould be received to ferve in the Church by an im-

pofition of hands, accompanied with words which

imported, that the perfon fo ordained was received

to ferve as a Minifter in the Church of England.

This treaty became a common'fubje6l of difcourfe.

All Lord Clarendon's friends cried out, that the

Church
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1668. Church was undermined and betrayed : It was faid,

the caufe of the Church was given up, if we yielded

any of thofe points, about which there had been
fo much difputing : If the Sedaries were humble
and modeft, and would tell what would fatisfy

them, there might be fome colour for. granting

fome conceffions : But it was unworthy of the

Church to go and court, or treat with enemies

;

when there was no reafon to think, that after we
had departed from our grounds, which was to con-

fefs we had been in the wrong, that we Ihould gain

much by it, unleis it was to bring fcorn and con«

tempt on our felves. On the other hand it was faid,

the Non-conformifts could not legally meet toge-

ther, to offer any fchemes in the name of their par-

ty : It was well enough known, what they had al-

ways excepted to, and what would probably bring

over moft of the Prefbyterians : Such a yielding in

fome leffer matters would be no reproach, but an

honour to the Church ; that, how much foever Ihe

might be fuperiour, both inpoint of argument and

of power, Ihe v/ould yet of her own accord, and

for peace fake, yield a great deal in matters indif-

ferent : The Apoftles complying with many of the

obfervances of the Jews, and the offers that the

Church of Africk made to the Donatifts, were much
infilled on : The fears of Popery, and the progrefs

that Atheifm was making, did alarm good and wife

men : And they thought, every thing that could be

done without fin, ought to be done towards the

healing our divifions. Many books were upon that

account writ, to expofe the Prefbyterians, as men
of falfe notions in religion, which led to A.ntinomi-

anifm, and which would foon carry them into a dif-

folution of morals, under a pretence of being jufti-

fyed by faith only, without works. The three vo-

lumes of the Friendly Debate, tho' writ by a very

good man, and with a good intent, had an ill effed:

in fharpening peoples fpirits too much againit them,

!Put the moft virulent of all that writ againft the

2 fe6ls
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fedls was Parker, afterwards made Bifhop of Ox- 1668.

ford by King James ; who was full of fatyrical vi- ^-.-v*>->

vacity, and was confiderably learned j but was a

man of no judgment, and of as little virtue, and

as to religion rather impious. After he had for

fome yearj entertained the Nation with feveral viru-

lent books,, writ with much life, he was attacked

by the livelieft droll of the age, who writ in a bur-

lefque ftrain, but with fo peculiar and fo entertain-

ing a condud, that, from the King down to the

tradefman, his books were read v/ith great pleafure.

That not only humbled Parker, but the whole par-

ty :
' For the author of the Rehearfal Tranfprqfed

had all the men of wit (or, as the French phrafe it,

all the Laughers) on his fide. But what advantages

foevcr the men of comprehenfion might have in any

other refpeft, the majority of the Houfe of Com-
mons was fo polTelTed againll them, that when it ^

^

was known in a fucceeding feffion, that a bill was
ready to be offered to the Houfe for that end, a ve-

ry extraordinary vote pafs'd, that no bill to that

purpofe fhould be received.

An A6t pafs'd in this felTion for rebuilding the The City

City of London, which gave Lord Chief Jultice ofLondon

Hale a great reputation : For it was drawn with fo ^^ ^^ ^'

true ajudgment, and fo great forefight, that the whole
City was raifed out of its alhes, without any fuits

of law ; which, if that bill had not prevented them,

would have brought a fecond charge on the City,

not much lefs than the lire it felf had been. And
upon that, to the amazement of all Europe, Lon-
don was in four years time rebuilt, with fo much
beauty and magnificence, that we who faw it in

both Hates, before and after the fire, cannot refiedt

on it without v/ondring where the wealth could be
found, to bear fo vaft a lofs as was made by the

fire, and fo prodigious an expence as was laid out
in the rebuilding it. This did demqhftrate, that

the intrinfick wealth ; of the Natipn was . very high,

wjieu it coqld anfwerfuch a dead charge.

I retura
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1668. I return to. the intrigues of the Court. Lord
v---y-*»j Clarendon's enemies thought they were not fafe, as
Defigns long as the Duke had fo much credit with the King,

tin/awa ^^^ ^^^ Dutchefs had fo much power over him :•

the So they fell on proportions of a ftrange nature to

Queen, ruin them. The Duke of Buckingham preffed the

King to own a marriage with the Duke of Mon-
mouth's mother: And he undertook to get wit-

neffes to atteft it. Thq Duke of York told me, in

general, that there was much talk about it : But he

did not defcend to particulars. The Earl of Car-

lifle offered to begin the matter in the Houfe of

iLords. The King would not confent to this : Yet
he put it by in fuch a manner, as made them all

conclude, he wifhed it might be done, but did not

know how to bring it about. Thefe difcourfes

were all carried to the Duke of Monmouth, and
got fatally into his head. When the Duke talked

of this matter to me in the year feventy three, I

afked him, if he thought that the King had ftill

the fame inclinations ? He faid he believed not : He
thought, the Duke of Monmouth had not fpirit

enough to think of it : And he commended the

Dutchefs of Monmouth fo highly as to fay to me,
that the hopes of a Crown could not work on her

to do an unjuft thing. I thought he gave that mat-

ter too much countenance, by calling the Duke of

Monmouth nephew : But he faid, it pleafed the

King. When the party faw they could make no-

thing of the bulinefs of the Duke of Monmouth,
they tried next by what methods they could get rid

of the Queen ; that fo the King might marry ano-

ther wife : For the King had children by fo many
different creatures, that they hoped for ifTue, if he

had a wife capable of any. Some thought, the

Queen and he were not legally married : But the

avowing a marriage, and the living many years in

that ftate, did certainly fupply any defeft in point

of form. Others pretended, fhe was barren from a
'^ natural caufe, and that feemed equivalent to impo-

4 tence
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tence in men. But the King often faid, he was fure 1668.
Ihc had once mifcarried. This, tho* not over- v-.-v-»*

thrown by fuch an evidence, could never be proved*;

unlefs the having no children was to be concluded
a barrennefs : And the dilTolving a marriage on
fuch an account could neither be juftifyed in law
nor confcience. Other ftories were given out of
the Queen's perfon, which were falfe : For I faw in

a letter under the King's own hand, that the mar-
riage was confummated. Others talked of poly-
gamy : And officious perfons were ready to thruft
themfelves into any thing, that could contribute to
their advancement. Lord Lauderdale and Sir Ro-
bert Murray afked my opinion of thefe things. I

faid, I knew fpeculative people could fay a great
deal, in the way of argument for polygamy, and
divorce : Yet thefe things were fo decried, that
they were rejefled by all Chriftian focieties : So that
all fuch propofitions would throw us into great con-
vulfions ; and entail war upon us, if any iffue came,
from a marriage fo grounded.

An accident happened at that time, that made A divorce

the difcourfmg of thofe matters the common fubjed enafted

ofconvcrfation. The Lord Roos, afterwards Earl
^^^^'^'^^

of Rutland, brought proofs of adultery againft his
^^^^'

wife ; and obtained a fentence of divorce in the Spi-
ritual Court : Which amounting only to a feparati-
on from bed and board, he moved for a bill dif-^

folving the bond, and enabling him to marry ano-
ther wife. The Duke and all his party apprehend-
ed the confequences of a Parliamentary divorce : So
they oppofed this with great heat : And almoli all

the Bilhops were of that fide : Only Cofms and Wil-
kins, the Bilhops of Durham and Chefter, were for
it. And the King was as earneft in the fetting it

on,^ as the Duke was in oppofmg it. The zeal
which the two brothers expreffed on that occafion
made all people conclude, that they had a partic^^*
lar concern in the matter. The billpafs'd: And';
upon that precedent fome moved the King, that he

' would
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would order a bill io be brought in to divorce him
from the Qtieen. This went ib far, that a day was
agreed on. for making the motion in the Houfe of

Commons, as Mr. May of the privy purfe told me

;

(who had the greateft and longeft fhare in the King's

fecret confidence of any man in that time-, for it

was never broke off, tho' often fhaken, he being in

his notions againft every thing that the King was

for, both France, Popery, and. arbitrary govern-

ment ; but a particular fympathy of temper, and

his ferving the King in his vices, created a confi-

dence much envied, and often attempted to be broke,

but never with any fuccefs beyond a fhort coidnefs :)

But he added, when he told me of this defign, that

three days before the motion was to be made, the

King called for him, and told him, that matter mult

be let alone, for it would not do. This difturbed

him much ; for he had engaged himfelf far in laying

the thing, and in managing thofe who were to un-

dertake the debate.
A great j^^ this time the Court fell into much extravagance

ofmoSs"
'^^ maiquerading, both King and Qiieen, and ail the

m Court. Court, went about mafked, and camiC into houfes

unknown, and danced there with a great deal of

wild frolick. In all this people were fo difguifed,

that v/ithout being in the fecret none could diflin-

guifh them. They were carried about in hackney

chairs. Once the Queen's chairmen, not knowing

who fhe was, went from her: So fhe was alone,

and was much difturbed, and came to Whitehall in

a hackney coach : Some fay it was in a cart. The
Duke of Buckingham propofed to the King, that

he would give him leave to fleal her away, and

fend her, to a plantation, where fhe fhould be well

and carefully looked to, but never heard of any

more:' So it fhould be given out, that fhe had de-

ferred t And upon that it would fall in with fome

principles to carry an a(5t for a divorce, grounded

upon the pretence of a wilful defertion. Sir^ Robert
- Murray lold irie, that the King himfelf rejeded

» • this
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this with horror. He faid, it was a wicked thing 1668.

to make a poor lady miferable, only becaufe fhe

was his wife, and had no children by him, which

\vas no fault of hers. The hints of this broke out

:

For the Duke of Buckingham could conceal no-

thing. And upon that the Earl of Manchefter, then

Lord Chaniberlain, told the Queen, it was neither

decent, nor fafe for her to go about in fuch a man-
ner as fhe had done of late : So fhe gave it over.

"But at laft all thefe fchemes fettled in a propofition,

into which the King went ; which was to deal with

the Queen's confeffor, that he might perfuade her

to leave the worlds and to turn religious : Upon
which the Parliament would have been eafily pre-

vailed on to pafs a divorce. This came to be

known : But what fteps were made in it were never

known. It was believed, that upon this the Dutch-

efs of York fent an exprefs to Rome with the no-

tice of her converfion •, and that orders were fent

from Rome to all about the Queen to perfuade her

againft fuch a propofition, if any fhould fuggeft it

to her. She herfelf had no mind to be a Nun :

And the Dutchefs was afraid of feeing another

Qiieen : And the Miftrefs created at that time

Dutchefs of Cleveland, knew that fhe mull be the

firft facriBce to a beloved Queen : And fhe recon-

ciled herfelfupon this to the Dutchefs of York. The
Duke of Buckingham upon that broke with her,

and ftudied to take the King from her by new
amours : And becaufe he thought a gaity of hu-

mour would take much with the King, he engaged

him to entertain two players one after another,

Davies and Gwyn. The firft did not keep her hold

long : But Gwyn, the indifcreeteft and wildeft crea-

ture that ever was in a Court, continued to the end

of the King's life in great favour, and was main-

tained at a vaft expence. The Duke of Bucking-

ham told me, that when fhe was firft brought to the

King, fhe afked only five hundred pounds a year

:

And the King refufed it. But when he told me this.

Vol. L B b about;
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J 66 8. about four years after, he faid, (he had got of the
w-v^ King above fixty thoufand pounds. She aded all

perfons in fo lively a manner, and was fuch a con-
ftant diverfion to the King, that even a new miftrefs

could not drive her away. But after all he never
treated her with the decencies of a miftrefs. The
King had another miftrefs, that was managed by
Lord ShaftftDury, who was the daughter of a Cler-
gyman, Roberts ; in whom her firft education had.
fo deep a root, that, tho' Ihe fell into many fcan-
dalous diforders, with very difmal adventures in

them all, yet a principle of religion was fo deep
laid in her, that, tho' it did not reftrain her, yet it

kept alive in her fuch a conftant horror at fm, that

fhe was never eafy in an ill courfe, and died with a
great fenfe of her former ill life. I was often with
her the laft three months of her life. The Dutchefs
of Cleveland, finding that ihe had loft the King,
abandoned herfelf to gre^t diforders : One of which

»

by the artifice of the Duke of Buckingham, was
difcovered by the King in perfon, the party con-

Many H- cerned leaping out of the window. She alfo fpoke
bels writ of the King to all people in fuch >a manner, as
by the brought him under much contempt. But he feem-

o'f thlt*^ ^^ infenfible : And tho' fibels of all forts had then

time. a very free courfe, yet he was never difturbed at it.

The three moft eminent wits of that time, on
whom all the lively libels were faftened, were the

Earls of Dorfet, and Rochefter, and Sir Charles
Sidley. Lord Dorfct was a generous good natured
man. He was fo opprefi^ed with phlegm, that till

he was a little heated with wine he fcarce ever fpoke :

But he was upon that exaltation a very lively man.
Never was fo much ill nature in a pen as in his,

joined with fo much good nature as was in himfelf,

even to excefs -, for he was againft all punifliing,

even of malefaftors. He was bountiful, even to

run himfelf into difficulties : And charitable to a

fault J for he commonly gave all he had about him,
^hen he metm gbjed; that moved him. Byt he was

fo
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fo lazy, that, tho' the King feemed to court him 1660.

to be a favourite, he would not give himfeif the w^^-=V

trouble that belonged to that poft. He hated the

Court, and defpifed the King, when he faw he was
neither generous, nor tender hearted. Wiimot Earl

of Rochefter, was naturally modeft, till the Court
corrupted him. His wit had in it a peculiar bright-

nefs, to which none could ever arrive. He gave
himfelf up to ail forts of extravagance, and to the

wildeir frolicks that a v/anton wit could devife. He
would have gone about the flreets as a beggar, and
made love as a porter. He fet up a llage as an

Italian mountebank. He was for fome years al-

ways drunk, and was ever doing fome mifchief.

The King loved his company for the diverfion it

-afforded, better than his perfon : And there was no
love loft between them. He took his revenges in

many libels. He found out a footman that knew
all the Court, and he furni(hed him with a red coat

and a mufket as. a centinel, and kept him all the

winter long every night, at the doors of fuch ladies,

as he believed might be in intrigues. In the Court
a centinel is little minded, and is believed to be
pofted by a captain of the Guards to hinder a com-
bat : So this man faw who walked about, and vifit-

ed at forbidden hours. By this means Lord Ro-
chefter made many difcoveries. And when he was

-.well furnifhed with materials, he ufed to retire into

the country for a month or tv/o to write libels

:

Once being drunk he intended to give the King a

libel that he had writ on fome ladies : But by a

miftake he gave him one written on himfelf. He
fell into an ill habit of body : And in feveral fits of

ficknefs he had deep remorfes -, for he was guilty
' both of much impiety, and of great immoralities.

But as he recovered he threw thefe off, and turned

again to his former ill courfes. In the laft year of
his life I was much with him, and have writ a book
of what pafs'd between him and me. I do verily

believe, he was then fo entirely changed, that, if he

B b 2 had



372 The History of the Reigfi

1668. had recovered, he would have made good all his re-

s-*-v^nj folutions. Sidley had a more fudden and copious"

wit, which furnifhed a perpetual run of difcourfe : >

But he was not fo corre6b as Lord Dorfet, nor fo*

fparkling as Lord Rochefter. The Duke of Buck- -

ingham loved to have thefe much about him : And
he gave himfelfupto a monflrous courfe of ftudied

immoralities of the worft kinds : He was fo full of

mercury, that he could not fix long in any friend-

fhip, or to any defign. Bennet, now made Lord
Arlington, and he fell out : Bennet was all cunning

and artifice, and fo could not hold long with him,

who was fo open that he difclofed every thing. Lord
Arlington was engaged in a great intimacy with

Clifford, Littletoun, and Duncomb. I have already

given fome account of the two firft. Duncomb was

a judicious man, but very haughty, and apt to raife

enemies againft himfeif : He was an able Parlia-

ment man : But could not go into all the defigns

of the Court -, for he had a fenfe of religion, and a

zeal for the liberty of his country. The Duke of

Buckingham's chief friends were the Earls of Shaftf-

bury and Lauderdale, but above all Sir Thomas
Ofborn, raifed afterwards to be Lord Treafurer and

Earl of Danby, and fince made Duke of Leeds by
the late King.

Sir Wil- 'pj^g j^jj^g ,.qqI^ 3JJ. William Coventry from the
'

mr "s
I^^^^i ^nd put him in the Treafliry. He was in a

charader. f^Ji* way to be the chief Minifer, and deferved it

more than all the reft did. But he was too honeft

to engage in the defigns, into which the Court was

refolved to go, as foon ,.as it had recovered a little

reputation ; which was flink very low by the ill

management of the Dutch war, and the fquandring

away of the money given for it. He was a man of
the fineft and the beft temper that belonged to the

Court. The Duke of Buckingham and he fell out,

I know not for what reafon : And a challenge pafs*d

between them, upon which Coventry was forbid the

Court. And he upon that feemed to retire very

willingly

:
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willingly : And he was become a very religious man

•'when 1 knew him. Fie was offered after that the

belt polls in the Court, oftner than once : But he

would never engage again. He faw y/hat was at

bottom, and was refolved not to go through with

i-t ; and fo continued to his death in a retired courfe

of life.

The Duke of Ormond continued ftill in the Go- The Go-

vernment of Ireland, tho' feveral interefts joined to- ^rT™,^" j

gether again ft him. The Earls of Orrery and Ra- changed,

oelagh on the one hand, and Talbot on the other.

Lord Orrery loved to appear in bufmefs j but dealt

fo much under hand, that he had not much credit

with any fide. Lord Ranelagh was a young man
of great parts, and as great vices : He had a plea-

fantnefs in his converfation that took much with
' the King, and had a great dexterity in bufmefs.

Many complaints were fecretly brought againft the

Duke of Ormojid. The King loved him : And he

accommodated himfelf much to theKing's humour.
Yet the King was, with much difficulty, prevailed

on to put an end to his government ol Ireland, and
to put Lord Roberts, afterwards made Earl of Rad-
nor, in his place ; who was a morofe man, believ-

ed to be feverely juft, and as wife as a cynical hu-

mour could allow him to be. The manner of re-

moving the Duke of Ormond will give a particular

character of the King's temper. He fent Lord Ar-
lington to him for his commiffion. The Duke of

Ormond faid, he had received it from the King's

own hands, and he would go and deliver it to him.

When he carried it to the King, the King denied,

he had fent him any fuch mellage. Two days after

that Lord Arlington was fent again with the fame
meflage : And he had the fame anfwer : And the

King difowned it again to the Duke. So the King
declared in the Privy Council the change of the

.Government of Ireland, and made Roberts Lord
Lieutenant. And it flew abroad as a piece of news.

The Duke of Ormond hearing that, came to the

B b 3 King
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1668. King in great warmth, to expoftulate upon it. But
w^v*^ the King denied the whole thing, and Cent him away :

But he lent for Fitzpatrick, who had married his

lifter, and who told me the whole ftory, and fent

him to the Duke of Ormond, to tell him, the King
had denied the matter, tho' it was true, for he ob-

ferved he was in fuch a heat, that he was afraid he

might have faid indecent things : And he was re-

folved not to fall out with him : For, tho' his af-

fairs made it neceffary to change the Government
of Ireland, yet he would ftill be kind to him, and
continue him Lord Steward. Lord Radnor did not

continue long in Ireland : He was cynical in hisk

whole adminiftration, and uneafy to the King in

every thing : And in one of his peevifh humours he

writ to the King, that he had but one thing to afk

of him, which if it might be granted, he would
never 'afk another, and that was to be difcharged of

his employment. The Lord Berkley fucceeded

him, who was brother to the Lord Fitzharding,

and from fmall beginnings had rifen up to the

freateft pofl a fubjeft was capable of. In the war
e was Governour of Exeter for the King, and one

of his Generals. He was named by him Governour
to the Duke of York. He was now made Lord
Lieutenant of Ireland •, and afterwards fent Ambaf-
fadour to France, and Plenipotentiary to Nime-
guen. He was a man in whom it appeared with

now little true judgment Courts diftribute favours

and honours. • He had a pofitive way of undertak-

ing and determining in every thing, but was a very

weak man, and not incorrupt.

TheCom- The Court delivered itfelf up to vice. And the

mittee of Houfe of Commons loft all refpe£t in the Nation ;

Brook-
f-Qj. |-j^gy g^y^ ^iii -^\\ ^-j-^g money that was aflced.

°" ^' Yet thofe who oppofed the Court carried one great

point, that a Committee fhould be named to exa-

"mine the accounts of the money that was given

during the Dutch war. It was carried, that they

iliould be all men out of the Houfe. Lord Br.e-

reton
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retoii was the chief of them, and had the chair.

He was a philofophical man, and was all his life

long in fearch of the philofophers Hone, by which
he negledled his own affairs ; but was a man of

great integrity, and was not to be gained by the flat-

teries, hopes, or threatnings of the Court. Sir

William Turner was another of the Committee,
who had been Lord Mayor of London the former

year, under v/hofe wife and juft adminiftration the

rebuilding of the City advanced fo faft, that he
would have been chofen Lord Mayor for the enfu-

ing year, if he had not declined it, Pierpoint was
likewife of this Committee : So was Sir James
Langham, a very weak man, famed only for his

readinefs of fpcaking florid Latin, which he had
attained to a degree beyond any man of the age ;

but his flyle was too poetical, and full of Epithets

and Figures.

I name Sir George Saville lafl, becaufe he de- ^^^'^ax's

ferves a more copious character. He rofe aft«er-
^^'^^^ ^'^°

wards to be Vifcount, Earl, and Marquis of Hali-

fax. He was a man of a great and ready wit ; full

of life, and very pleaiant ; much turned to fatyr.

He let his wit run much on matters of religion :

So that he pafled for a bold and determined Atheift ;

tho' he often protefted to me, he was not one ; and
faid, he believed there was not one in the world :

He 'confeffed, he could not fwallow down every

thing that divines impofed on the world : He Vv^as a

Chriftian in fubmiflion : He believed as much as he

could, and he hoped that God would not lay it to

his charge, if he could not difgeft iron, as an

oftrich did, nor take into his belief things that muft
burft him : If he had any fcruples, they were not

fought far, nor cheriflied by him ; for he never read

an atheiftical book. In a fit of ficknefs, I knew
him very much touched with a fenfe of religion. I

was then often with him. He fcemed full of good
purpofes : But they went oflf with his ficknefs. Fie

w^s always talking of morality and friendl4iip. He
B b 4- was..
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1668. was pLindual in ajl payments, and juft in all his

private dealings. But, with relation to the pub-
lick, he went backwards and forwards, and changed
fides fo often, that in concluiion no fide trufted him.

He feemed lull of Cjommon-wealth notions : Yet
he went into the worft part of King Charles's reign.

The liveiinefs of his imagination was always too

hard for his judgment. A fevere jell was preferred

by him to all arguments whatfoever. And he was
endlefs in confultations : For when after much dif-

courfe a point was fettled, if he could find a new
jeft, to make even that which was fuggefted by
himfelf feem ridiculous, he could not hold, but

would ftudy to raife the credit of his wit, tho' it

made others call his judgment in queftion. When
he talked to me as a philofopher of his contempt of

the world, I afl^ed him, what he meant by getting

fb many new titles, which I call'd the hanging him-
felf about with bells and tinfel. He had no other

excufe for it, but this, that, fince- the world were

fuch fools as to value thofe matters, a man nuift be

a fool for company : He conlidered them but as

rattles : Yet rattles pleafe children : So thefe might

be of ufe to his family. His heart was much fet on

raifmg his family. But, tho' he made a vaft eilate

for them, he buried two of his fons himfelf, and
almoft all his grandchildren. The fon that Sur-

vived was an honeft man, but far inferior to him.

I do not remember who belides thefe were of that

Committee, which becaufe it fate in Brook-houfe,

was called by the name of that houfe.

The Court was much troubled to fee an enquiry

of this kind fet on foot. It was faid, the King was
Tv'lany bafely treated, when all his expence was to be look-
Paiiia-

^
gj \x\iQ>. On the other hand it was anfwered, that

pained by- ^^ Parliament did not look into his revenue, but

i;iie CoLirr. only to the diftribution of that treafure that was

trailed to him for carrying on the war. I was told,

that, after ail the moft fhameful items that could

be
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be put into an account, tiiere was none offered for i66g.
about 800000 1. But I was not then in England : *-

So I was very imperfedly informed as to this mat-
ter. The chief men that promoted this were taken
off, fas the word then was for corrupting members,)
in which the Court made fo great a progrefs, that

it was thought the King could never have been pre-
vailed on, to part with a ParUament fo much prac-
tifed on, and where every man's price was known ;

Jor as a man rofe in his credit in the Houfe, he
raifed his price, and expeded to be treated accord-^

ingly. In all this enquiry the careleffnefs and luxury
of the Court came to be fo much expofed, that the
King's fpirit was much fharpened upon it. All
the flatterers about him magnified foreign govern-
ments, where the Princes were abfolute, that in
France more particularly. Many to pleafe him faid,

it was a very eafy thing to Ihake off the rcftraints

of law, if the King would but fet about it. The
Crown of Denniark was ele6tive, and fubjed to a
Senate, and yet was in one day, without any vifi-

blc force, changed to be both hereditary and abfo-
lute, no rebellion nor convulfion of ftate following
on it. The King loved the projeft in general ; but
would not give himfelf the trouble of laying or ma-
naging it. And therefore, till his affairs were made
eafier, and the projed grev/ clearer, he refolv-
ed to keep all things clofe within himfelf-, and
went on in the common maxim,, to balance party
againft party, and by doing populjir things to get
money of his Parliament,, under the pretence of
fjpporting the Triple Alliance. So money-bills
paffed cafily in the Houfe of Commons : Which by
a ftran^^e reverfe came to be oppofed in the Houfe
of Lords ; who began to complain, that the money-
bills came up fo thick, that it was faid, there was
no end of their giving. End fignifying purpofe,
as well as a meafure, this pafs'd as a fevere jeft at
that time. Sir John Coventry made a g'rofs reflec-

tion on the King's amours. He was one of thofe

who
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1669. who ftruggied much againft the giving money.
y^f-y^u The common method is : After thofe who oppofe

fuch bills fail in the main vote, the neixt thing they

endeavour is, to lay the money on funds that will

be unacceptable, and will prove deficient. Sothefe

men propofed the laying a tax on the Play-houfes,

which in fo diffolutc a time were become nefts of

proftitution. And the ftage was defiled beyond all

example, Dryden, the great mafter of Dramatick
. Poefy, being a monfter of immodefty, and of im-

purity of all forts*. This was oppofed by the

Court : It was faid, the Players were the King's fer-

vants, and a part of his pleafure. Coventry afked,

whether did the King's pleafure lie among the men,
or the women that aded ? This was carried with

great indignation to the Court. It was faid, this was
the firft time that the King was perfonally reflefted

on : If it was palfed over, more of the fame
kind would follow •, and it would grow a fafhion to

talk fo : It was therefore fit to take fuch fevere nor

tice of this, that no body Ihould dare to talk at

that rate for the future. The Duke of York told

me, he faid all he could to the King to divert him
from the refolution he took -, which was to fend

fome of the Guards, and watch in the flreets where
Sir John lodged, and leave a mark upon him. Sands

and Obrian, and fome others, went thither : And
as Coventry was going home, they drew about him.

He flood up to the wall, and fnatched the flambeau

out of his fervant's hands : And with that in one

hand, and his fword in the other, he defended him-
felf fo well, that he got more credit by it, than by
all the a£tions of his life. He wounded fome of

Coven- them ; but was foon difarmed : And then they cut
try's nofe his nofe to the bone, to teach him to remember
<vas cut.

^j^^j. j.efpe(C^ he owed to the King : , And fo they left

* This muft be underftcod of his performances for the Stage^

for as to his perfonal charafter, there was nothing remarkably vi-

cious in it, but his plays are fome of the.w, the fullell of obfcenity

of any now extant.

him.
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Hm, and went back to the Duke of Monmouth's,
where Obrian's arm was drefled. That matter was
executed by orders from the Duke of Monmouth :

For which he was fe merely cenfured, becaufe he lived

then in profeffions offriendfhip with Coventry -, fo

that his fubjedion to the King was not thought ati

excufe, for directing fo vile an attempt on his iriend,

without fending him fecret notice of what was de-

figned. Coventry had his nofe fo well fewed up,

that the fear was fcarce to be difcerned. This put

the Houfe of Commons in a furious uproar. They
pafled a bill of banifhment againft the a6lors of it

;

and put a claufe in it, that it fliould not be in the

King's power to pardon them. This gave great

advantages to all thofe that oppofed the Court

:

And was often remembred, and much improved, by
all the angry men of this time. The names of the

Court and Country party, which till now had feem-

ed to be forgotten, were again revived.

When the City was pretty well rebuilt, they be- Anew
gan to take care of the Churches, which had lain in pro^ecuti-

afhes fome years. And in that time Conventicles ^^ °^icles"'

abounded, in all the parts of the City. It was
thought hard to hinder men from worfhipping God
any way as they could, when there were no Church-
es, nor Minifters to look after them. But they be-

gan to raife Churches of boards, till the publick

allowance fhould be raifed towards the building the

Churches. Thefe they called Tabernacles : And
they fitted them up with pews and galleries as

Churches. So now an A6t was propofed, reviving

the former Aft againft Conventicles, with fome new
daufes in it. One was very extraordinary, that

if any doubt fhould arife concerning the meaning of
any part of this Aft, it was to be determined in the

fenfe that was th^ mod contrary to Conventicles, it

being the intention of the Houie to reprefs them in

the moft effeftual manner poffible. The other was,
the laying a heavy fine on fuch Juftices ofthe Peace,

as fhould not execute the law, when informations

were
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1669. were brought them. Upon this many, who would
v-nr*^ not be the inflruments of fuch feverities, left the

bench, and would fit there no longer. This A<51

was executed in the City very feverely in Starling's

Mayoralty ; and put things in fuch diforder, that

many of the trading men of the City began to talk

of removing with their ilocks over to Holland.
But the King ordered a Hop to be put to farther fe-

verities. Many of the fects either difcontinued their

meetings, or held them very fecretly with fmall

numbers, and not in hours of publick worlhip..

Yet informers were encouraged, and were every

where at work. The behaviour of the Quakers was
more particular, and had fomething in it that look-

ed bold. They met at the fame place, and at the

fame hour as before. And when they were feized,

none of them would go out of the way : They went
all together to prifon : They ftaid there till they

were difmifs*d ; for they would not petition to be fet

at liberty, nor. would they pay their fines fet on
them, nor fo much as the jayl fees, calhng thefe

the wages of unrighteoufnefs. And as foon as they

were let out, they went to their meeting houfes

again : And, when they found thefe were fhut up
by order, they held their meetings in the ftreets,

before the doors of t'hofe houfes. They faid, they

would nor difbwn, or be afliamed of their meeting

together to worihip God : But in imitation of Da-
niel they would do it the more publickly, becaufe

they were forbidden the doing it. Some called this

obftinacy, while others called it firmnefs. But b/

it they carried their point : For the Government
grew weary of dealing with fo m.uch perverlenefs,

and fo began to let them alone.

The King The King had by this time got all the money that
wenu

^ i^g expefted from the Houfe of Commons, and that

]v to thti
^f^sr great pra6tice on both Lords and Commons.

Houfe of Many bones of contention were thrown in, to

Lord;. create diiierences between the two Houfes, to try

if by both Houfes infilling on them the money bills

^
"'

might
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might fall. But, to prevent all trouble from the

I?9rds, the King was advifed to go, and be prefent

at ail their debates. Lord Lauderdale valued him-

felf to me on this advice, which he faid he gave.

At firft the King fat decently on the throne, tho'

even that was a great reftraint on the freedom of

debate; which had fome effect for awhile: Tho'
afterwards many of the Lords feemed to fpeak with

the more boldnefs, becaufe, they faid, one heard

it to whom they had no other accefs but in that

place-, and they took the more liberty, becaufe

what they had faid could not be reported wrong.

The King, who was often weary of time, and did

not know how to get round the day, liked the go-

ing to the Houfe, as a pleafant diverfion. So he

went conftantly. And he quickly left the throne,

and flood by the fire ; v/hich drew a croud about

him, that broke all the decency of that Houfe :

For before that time every Lord fat regularly in his

place : But the King's coming broke the order of

their fitting as became Senators. The King's go-
ing thither had a much worfe efFe6t : For he became
a common folicitor, not only in publick affairs, but

even in private matters of juflice. He would ia a

very little time have gone round the Houfe, and
fpoke to every man that he thought worth fpeaking

to. And he was apt to do that upon the folicitati-

on of any of the Ladies in favour, or of any that

had credit with them. He knew well on whom he

could prevail: So being once in a matter of juftice

dcfired to fpeak to the Earl of EfTex, and the Lord
Hollis, he faid, they were fliif and fullen men :

But when he was next defired to folicit two others,

he undertook ro do it ; and faid, they are men of

no confcience, fo I will take the government of

their confcience into my own hands. Yet when any
of the Lords told him plainly, that they could not

vote as he defired, he feemed to take it well from
them. When the Adl againfl Conventicles was de-

bated in that Houfe, Wiikins argued Jong againfl

'

'

itt
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it. The King was much for having it pafs, not

that he intended to execute it, but he was glad fo
have that body of men at mercy, and to force them
to concur in the defign for a general toleration. He
fpoke to Wilkins not to oppofe it. He anfwered,

he thought it an ill thing both in confcience and po-

licy : Therefore, both as he was an Englifh man,
and a Bifhop, he was bound to oppofe it. The
King then defired him not to come to the Houfe
while it depended. He faid, by the law and con-

ftitution of England, and by his Majefty's favour,

he had a right to debate and vote : And he was nei-

ther afraid nor afhamed to own his opinion in that

matter, and to a6t purfuant to it. So he went on

:

And the King was not offended with his freedom.

But tho' he bore with fuch a frank refufing to com-
ply with his defire, yet if any had made him fuch

general anfwers, as led him to believe they intended

to be compliant, and had not in all things done as

he expefted, he called that a juggling with him ;

and he was apt to fpeak hardly of them on that ac-

count. No fooner was the King at eafe, and had

his fleet put in good cafe, and his ftores and maga-
zines well furnifhed, than he immediately fell to ne-

gotiating with France, both to ruin Holland, and

to fubvert the government of England. The Brook-

houfe bufmefs, as well as the burning his fleet, ftuck

as deep as any thing could do in his heart. He re-

folved to revenge the one, and to free himfelf from

the apprehenfions of the others returning upon him :

Tho' the Houfe of Commons were fo far praftifed

on, that the report of Brook-houfe was let fall ;

and that matter was no more infilled on. Yet he

abhorred the precedent, and the difcoveries that had

been made upon it.

The The Prince of Orange came over to him in the
Prince of winter 1669. He was then in the twentieth year

range ^^ j^-^ ^ . g^ j^^ Came over, both to fee how
carne to o '

the King, the King intended to pay the great debt that he

owed
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owed him, which had been contra(Sted by his father 1 66g,

on his account, and likewife to try what offices the wvw
King would do in order to his advancement to the

Sradtholderlhip. The King treated him civilly.

He afllired him him he would pay the debt : But
did not lay down any method of doing it : So thefe

were only good words. He tryed the Prince, as

the Prince himfelf told me, in point of religion : He
fpoke of all the Proteftants as a faftious body,

broken among themfelves, ever lince they had
broken off from the main body ; and wiihed, that

he would take more pains, and look into thefe

things better, and not be led by his E)utch block-

heads. The Prince told all this to Zuylefteyn his

natural uncle. They were both amazed at it ; and
wondered, how the King could truft fo great a fe-

cret, as his being a Papiil, to fo young a perfon.

The Prince told me, that he never fpoke of this to

any other perfon, till after his death : But he carri-

ed it always in his own mind, and could not hinder

himfelf from judging of all the King's intentions

after that, from the difcovery he had then made of

his own fentiments. Nor did he, upon his not

complying v/ith that proportion, exped any real

affiftance of the King, but general interceffions,

which fignifyed nothing : And that was ail he ob-

tained.

So far have I carried on the thread of the affairs The af-

of England, down from the peace of Breda .to the fairs of

year 1670, in which the negotiation with the Court Scotland.

of France was fet on foot. I am not fure, that eve-

ry thing is told in juft order ; becaufe I was ail the

while very much retired from the world and from
company. But I am confident, 1 have given a true

reprefentation of things ; fince I had molt of thefe

matters from perfons who knew them well, and who
were not like to deceive me. But now I return to

my own country, where the fame fpjrit appeared in

the adminiftration,

. The
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1669. The King was now upon meaftires of moderation
^—>^—' and comprehenfion : So thefe were alfo pu.rfued in
A treaty Scotland. Leightoun was the only perfon among

comnio- ^^^ Bifhops who declared for thefe methods : And
dation he made no flep without talking it over to me. A
with u;e great many Churches were already vacant. The
Presb}^te- pgQpje fgH off entirely from all the EpHcopal Clergy

Scotland, i^i the weftern Counties : And a fet of hot, fiery,

young teachers went about among them, inflaming

them more and more : So it was neceffary to find a

remedy for this; Leightoun propofed, that a trea-

ty fhould be fet on foot in order to the accommo-
dating our differences, and for changing the laws

that had carried the Epifcopal authority much higherj

than any of the Bilhops themfelves put in pra6tice.

He faw both Church and State were rent : Religion

was like to be loft : Popery, or rather barbarity,

was like to come in upon us : And therefore he

propofed fucb a fcheme, as he thought might have

taken with the fobereft men of Prefbyterian princi-

ples •, reckoning that, if the fchifm could be once

healed, and order be once reftored, it might be eafy to

bring things into fuch management, that the concef-

fions then to be offered fliould do no great hurt in

prefent, and fhould die with that generation. He
obfefved the extraordinary conceiTions made by the

African Church to the Donatifts, who were every

whit as wild and extravagant as our people were

:

Therefore he went indeed very far in the extenuating

the Epifcopal authority : But he thought, it would

be eafy afterwards, to recover what feemed neceffary

to be yielded at prefent.

. He propofed, that the Church fhould be go-

verned by the Bifhops and their Clergy, mixing
- together in the Church Judicatories ; in which

the Bifhop fhould a6l only as a prefident, and

be determined by the majority of his Pi'efby-

- ters, both in matters of jurifdi6tion and ordi-

nation : And that the Prefbyterians fhould be allow-

ed, when they fat down firfl in thefe Judicatories,

6 to
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to cieclarCj that their fitting under ^ Bifhop was fuV 1669"

mitced to by them only for peace fake, with a refer- v,.*«^^h»s>

vation of their opinion with relation to any fjch pre-

fidsncy : And that no negative vote fhould be claim-

ed by the bilhop : That bifhops lliould go to the

churches, in which fuch as were to be ordained were

to ferve, and hear and difcufs any exceptions that

were made to them, and ordain them with the con-

currence of the Prefbytery : That fuch as were to be

ordained fhould have leave to declare their opinion*

if they thought the Bifhop was only the head of the

Prefoyters. And he alfo propofed, that there fhould

be provincial Synods, to fit in courfe every third

year, or oftener, if the King fhould fummon thenii

in which complaints of the bifhops fhould be receiv-*

ed, and they fhould be cenfured accordingly. The
laws that fettled Epifcopacy, and the authority of a

National Synod, were to be altered according to this

fcheme. To juftify, or rather to excufe thefe con-

cefTions, which left little more than the name of a

bifhop, hefaid, as for their protefbation, it would be

little minded, and foon forgotten : The world would
fee the union that would *be again fettled among uSj

and the proteflation would lie dead in the books, and

die with thofe that made it : As for the negative vote,

Bifhops generally m^n^ged matters fo, that they had

no occafion for it ; but, if it fhould be found necef-

fary, it might be lodged in the King's name with

fome fecular perfon, who fhould interpofe as often

as the Bifnop faw it was expedient to ufe it : And if

the prefent race could be but laid in their graves in

peace, all thofe heats would abate, if not quite fall

off. He alfo thought, it was a much decenter thing

for Bilhops to go upon the place where the minifler

was to ferve, and to ordain after folemn fafling and

prayer, than to huddle it up at their Cathedrals,

with no folemnity, and fcarce with common decen-

cy. It feemed alfo res^fonable, that bifhops fliould

be liable to cenfure, as well as other people : Atid

that in a nxed court, which v/as to confiil: of Bifnops,.

* Vol. 1. C c ,
and
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and Deans, and two chofen from every prefbytery.

The liberty offered to fuch as were to be ordained,

to declare their opinion, was the hardeil part of the

whole. It looked like the perpetuating a faftious

and irregular humour. But few would make ufe of

it. All the Churches in the gift of the King, or of

the Bilhops, would go to men of other principles.

But though feme things of an ill difgeftion were at

fuch a time admitted, yet, if by thefe means the

fchifm could be onee healed, and the Nation again

fettled in a peaceable ftate, the advantage of that

would balance all that was loft by thofe abatements,

that were to be made in the Epifcopal authority

;

which had been raifed too high, and to correal that,

"was now, to be let fall too low, if it were not for

the good that was to be hoped for from this Accom-
modation : for this came to be the word as Compre-
henfion was in England. He propofed farther, that

a treaty might be fet on foot, for bringing the prcf-

byterians to accept of thefe conceflions. The Earl

of Kincar<iin was againft all treating with them : they

were a trifling fort of difputatious people : they would,

fall into much wrangling, and would fubdivide

among themfelves : and the youn» and ignorant men
among them, that were accuftomed to popular de-

clamations, would fay, here was a bargain made to fell

Chrift's kingdom, and his prerogative. He therefore

propofed, that fince we knew both their principles

and their tempers, we ought to carry the conceifi-

OBS as far as it was either realbnable or expedient,

and pafs thefe into laws : and then they would fub-

mit to a fettlement, that was made and that could

not be helped, more eafily than give a confcnt before

hand, to any thing that feemed to entrench on that,

which they called the liberty of the Church. Leigh-

toun did fully agree with him in this. But Lord

Lauderdale would never Confent to that. He faid,

a law that did fo entirely change the conftitution of

the Church, when it came to be palled and printed,

would be conftrued in England as a pulling down of:

Epifcopacy;
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Eplfcopacyj linlefs he couid have this to fay in ex- i66q,

cufe tor it> that the Prefbytcrians were wilhng to v.««-v-w

come under that model. So he faid, fince the load

of what was to be done in Scotland would fall heavi-

eft on him, he would not expofe himfelf fo much,
as the paffing any fuch ad: mufl certainly do, till he

knew what effe(5ls would follow on it. So we were

forced now to try how to deal with them in a treaty.

I was fent to propofe this fcheme to Hutchinfon,

who was efteemed the learnedeft man among them.

But I was only to try him, and to talk of it as a no-

tion of my own. He had married my coufin ger-

man •, and I had been long acquainted with him.

He looked on it as a project that would never take

eifedt : fo he would not give his opinion about it.

He faid, when thefe concelTions were pafled into

laws, he would know what he fhould think of them :

but he was one of many, fo he avoided to declare

himfelf The next thing under confideration was,

how to difpofe of the many vacancies, and how to

put a (lop to Conventicles. Leightoun propofed,

that they fhould' be kept ftill vacant, while the

treaty was on foot j and that the Prelbyterians fhould

fee how much the government was in earneft, in the

defign of bringing them to ferve in the Church,

when fo many places were kept open for them.

The Earl of Tweedale thought the treaty would An mdui-

Ti'in into a great length, and to many niceties, and S^"^^

Would perhaps come to nothing in conclufion.. So P*-^,P°'^"*

he propofed the granting fome ot the outed minifters

Jeave, to go and ferve in thofe parifhes by an ad; of

the, king's indulgence, from whence it came to bq,

called the Indulgence. I.eightoun was againft this.

He thought, nothing would bring on the Prefbytc-

rians to a treaty, fo much as the hopes of being again

fuffered to return to their benefices : whereas, if they

were once admitted to themy they would reckon they

had gained their point, and would grow more back-

ward. I was defired to go into the weftern parts,

and to give a true account of matters, as I found

C c 2 them
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1669. them there. So I went, as in a vifit to, the Duke of"

wnr^ Hamilton *, whofe Dutchefs was a woman of great

piety, and great parts. She had much credit among
them ; for flie paffed for a zealous Prefbyterian, tho*

ilie protefted to me fhe never entered into the points

of controverfy, and had no fettled opinion about

forms of Government; only (he thought their Mi-
nifters were good men, who kept the country in

great quiet and order : they were, fhe faid, blame-

lefs in their lives, devout in their way, and diligent

in their labours. The people were ail in a phrenzy,

and were in no difpofition to any treaty. The fu-

rioufeft men among them were bufy in Conventicles,

inflaming them againft all agreements : fo fhc thought,

that, if the more mioderate Prefbyterians were put

in vacant Churches, the people would grow tamer,

and be taken out of the hands of the mad preachers,

that were then moft in vogue : this would likewife

create a coniidence in them : for they were now fo

poflefied with prejudices, as to believe that all that

was propofed, was only an artifice to make them fall

out among themfelves, and deceive them at laft.

This feemed reafonablc : and fhe got many of the

more moderate of them to come to me : and they

all talked in the fame iirain.

In at- A ftrange accident happened to Sharp in July,
tempt to

J 553^ as he was going into his coach in full day-

Siarpt'^'
light, the Bifhop of Orkney being >with him. A
man came up to the coach, and difcharged a piftol

.at him with a brace of bullets in it, as the Bifhop

of Orkney was going up into the coach. He intend-*

ed to (hoot through his cloak at Sharp, as he was

mounting up : but the bullet ftuck in the Bifhop of

Orkney's arm, and fhatte'red it fo, that, though he

lived fome years after that, they were forced to open

it every year for an exfoliation. Sharp was fo uni-

Yerfally hated, that, though this was done in full day-

light, and on the high ftreet, yet no body offered to

feizethe affaffin. So he walked off, and went home,

and ihiftcd himfclf of an odd wig, which he was

not
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hot aecuftomed to wear, and came out, and walked 1669.
on the ftreets immediately. But Sharp had viewed <—-v-**-;

him fo narrowly, that he difcovered him afterwards,

as fhall be mentioned in its proper place. I lived then

much out of the world : yet I thought it decent to

go and congratulate him on this occafion. He was
much touched with it, and put on a fhew of devo-

tion upon it. He faid with a very ferious look. My
times are wholly in thy hand, O thou God of my
life. This was the fingle expreinon favouring of
piety, that ever fell from him, in ail the converfation

that palled between him and me. Proclamations

were iflfued out with great rewards for difcovering

the a6lor : but nothing followed on them. On this-

occafion it was thought proper, that he ihould be

called to Court, and have fome marks of the King's

favour put on him. He promifed to make many
good motions : and he talked for a while like a

changed man : and went out of his way, as he was
going to Court, to vifit me at my parfonage houfc,

and feemed refolved to turn to other methods. The
King, as he had a particular talent that way, when
he had a mind to it, treated him with fpecial charac-

ters of favour and refpeft. But he made no propo-

fition to the King : only in general terms he approve

ed of the methods of gentlenefs and moderation then

in vogue.

When he came back to Scotland, he moved in sharp pr-
Council that an indulgence might be granted to fome po^ed the

of the Publick Refolutioners, with fome rules and '"^^'^^g'^S

reftraints. ; fuch as, that they fhould not fpeak, or j^j^grs that

preach againft Epifcopacy, and that they fhould not did not

admit to either of the Sacraments any of the neigh- conform,

bouring parilhes, without a defire from their own
Minifters ; and that they fhould engage themfelves

to obfervethefe rules. He knew that his proportion,

for all the fhew of moderation that was in it, could
have no elFeft, for the Refolutioners and the Pro-
teftors had laid down their old difputes, and were re-

fplved to come under no difcrimination on that ac-

C c 3 count 5
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count ; nor would they engage to obferve any limir

tations that fhould be laid on them. They faid, the

Gova-nment might lay reftraints on them, and punifh

them, if they broke through them, and they would
obey them, or not, at their peril. But they laid

down this for a maxim : that they had received a

complete miniftry from Chrift, and that the judicar

tories of the Church had only power to govern th«m
in the exercife of their function. If the King fhould

lay any limitations on them, they might obey thefe,

as prudence fhould direct • but they would not bind

themfelves up by any engagement of their own.
Burnet, and his Clergy (lor the diocefe of Glafgow
is above, the fourth part of all Scotland) came to

Edinburgh full of high complaints, that the Churches

were univerfally forfaken, and that Conventicles

abounded in every corner of the country. A pror

clamation was upon that ilTued out, in imitation of

the Englifh A61, fetting a fine of 50/. upon every

landlord, on whofe grounds any Conventicle was
held, which he might recover, as he could, of thofe

who were at any fuch Conventicle. This was plainr

ly againfl law -, for the Council had no power by
their authority to fet arbitrary fines. It was pretend-

ed on the other hand, that the AcEl of Parliament

that had reflored Epifcopacy had a claufe in it, rcr

commending the execution of that Att to the Privy

Council, by all the befl ways they could think or.

But the lawyers of the Council board laid, that in

matters of property their power was certainly tied

Vp to the direftion of the law ; and the claufe menr
tioned related only to particular methods, but could

not be conflrued lb far, as this proclamation carried

the matter. The proclamation went out, but was

never executed. It was fent up to London? and had

a fhew of zeal -, and fo was made ufe of by the Earl

of Lauderdale to bear down the clamour, that was

y^ifed againfl him and his party in Scotland, as if

^hey defigned to pull down Epifcopacy. The mor

^^1 qf th? cpunty rnilitia Wfi? i^Qw executed: and

above



of King Charles II.

above two thoufand horfe, and fixteen thoufand foot

were armed and trained, and caft into independent

regiments and troops, who were all to be under fuch

orders as the Council iflued out. All this was againft

law : for the King had only a power upon an extra-

ordinary occafion to raife, and march fuch a body of
men, as he fhould fummon together ; and that at

his own charge ; but the converting this into a (land-

ing militia, which carried with it a {landing charge,

was thought a great ftretch of prerogative. Yet it

was refolved on -, though great exceptions were made
to it by the lawyers, chiefly by Sir John Nifbit, the

King's advocate, a man of great learning, both in

law and in many other things, chiefly in the Greek
learning : he was a perfon of great integrity, and al-

ways fl:ood firm to the law. The true fecret of this

defign was, that Lord Lauderdale was now prefllng

to get into the management of the aff^airs of Eng-
land. And he faw what the court was aiming at.

And he had a mind to make himfelf confiderable by
this, that he had in his hand a great army, with a

magazine of arms, and a fl:ock of money laid up in

Scotland, for any accident that might happen. So
all his creatures, and Lady Dyfert more than all the

refl, had this up in all companies, that none before

him ever dreamt how to make Scotland confiderable

to the King : but now it began to make a great fi-

gure. An Army, a Magazine, arid a lYeafure, were

words of a high found -, chiefly now that the Houfe
of Commons was like to grow fo intractable, that

the Duke of Buckingham defpaired of being able to

manage them. He moved the diflTolving the Parlia-

Vment, and calling a. new one : and thought the Na-
tion would chufe men lefs zealous for the church ;

for thefe were all againfl: him. But the King would
not venture on it. He knew the Houfe of Com-
pions was either firm to him by their own principles,

or by his management they could be made fo : and
therefore he would not run the rifk of any new elec-

tjipn. He had, the Diflenters much in his power, by
C c 4 the
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the fevere laws under which they lay at his mercy

:

but he did not knov/ what influence they might have

in eledlions, and in a new Parliament : thefe he knew
were in their hearts enemies to prerogative -, which

he believed they would fhev/, as -foon as they got

themielves to be delivered from the. laws, that then

pat them in the Kmg's power.

Propofi- Lord Tweedale v/as then at London : and he fet

tion QT on foot a propofition, that came to nothing, but
^.le union

j^^^g f^
.^-^'^^^i-y noife, and was of fuch importance,

Jcinodams. ^^at it deferves to be enlarged on. It was for the

union of both Kingdoms. The King liked it ; be^.

caufe he reckoned, that, at leaft for his time, he

jdiould be fure of all the members that Ihould be fent

up from Scotland. Tlie Duke of Buckingham went

in ealily to a new thing : and Lord Keeper Bridg-

man was miuch for it, The Lord LaudercTaie prelT-r

ed it vehemently : it made it necelTary to hold a Par^

liament in Scotland, where he intended to be the

King's Commiflioner, The Earl of Tweedale v/as

for it on other accounts, both to kttle the eilablifh-

nient'of the militia, and to getfome alterations made
ih the laws that related to the Churqh : and he re-

ally drove at the union, as a thing which he thought

might be brought about, Scotland, he faid, vv^as

even then under great uneafLnefs, though the King
knew the fcate of that Kingdom : but when another

King fhould reign that knew not Jofeph (fo he ex-

prefTed it) the Nation would be' delivered up to fa-

vourites, and be devoured by them : rich provinces,

Kkethofe that belonged to Spain, could hold out long

iinder-oppreffion J but a poor country would be foori

difpeppled, if much oppreffed : and if a King of deep

ckfigns againft publick liberty fhould carefs the Scots,

htf might eafily engage them ; fince a poor country

rnay be fuppofed willing to change their feats, and

to bit!ak in on a riclier one : there was indeed no
fear of that at prefent ; for the dotage of the Nation

pn Prefbytery, and the firmnefs with which the Gq-
Tcrnrnent fupported Epifcopacy, fet them fo far from
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one another, that no engagement of that fort could 1669.

be attempted : but if a King fhould take a dextrous ^-»*%'-«*>

method for putting that out of the way, he might

carry Scotland to any defign he thought fit to engage

in. Lord Tweedale blamed Sir Francis Bacon much
for laying it down as a maxim, that Scotland was to

be reckoned as the third part of the ifland, and to

be treated accordingly : whereas he afiured me, Scot-

land for numbers of people was not above a tenth

part, and for wealth not above a fortieth part of the

ifland.

The difcourfe of the union was kept up, till it

was refolved to fummon a new Parliament in Scot-

land. Then Lord Lauderdale made the King reAeSt

on the old fchemes he had laid before him at the Re-

ftoration : and he undertook to manage the Parlia*

ment fo, as to make it anfwer that end more effeftu-

ally, than any before him had ever done. This was re-

folved on in the fummer 1669. I being then at Ha-
milton, and having got the befl information of the

ftate of the country that I could, wrote a long ac-

count of all I had heard to the Lord Tweedale, and

concluded it with an advice to put fome of the more
moderate of the Prefbyterians into the vacant

Churches. Sir Robert Murray told me, the letter-

was fo well liked, that it was read to the King.

Such a letter would have fignified nothing, if Lord
Tweedale had not been fixed in th? fame notion.

He had now a plaufible thing to fupport it. So my
principles, and zeal for the Church, and I know not

what befides were raifed, to make my advice fignify

fomewhat. And it was faid, I was the man that went
moft entirely into Leightoun's maxims. So this in-

difcreet letter of mine, fent without communicating
it to Leightoun, gave the deciding llroke. And,
as may be eafily believed, it drew much hatred on
me from all that either knew it, or did fufped; it.

The King wrote a letter to the Privy Council, The King

ordering them to indulge fuch of the Prefbyterians
f^^^f^'

^s were peaceable and loyal, fo far as to fufe them ^he Indul-

to gence.
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16%. to ferve in vacant Churches, though they did not

U'v^^ fubmit to the prefent eftabUfliment : and he requir-

ed them to fet them fuch rules, as might preferve

order and peace, and to look vvell to the execution

.

of them : and as for fuch as could not be provided

in Churches at that time, he ordered a penfion of

20/. fterling a year to be paid every one of them, as

long as they lived orderly. Nothing followed on
the fecond article of this letter : the Prefbyterians

looked on this, as the King's hire to be filent, and

not to do their duty : and none of them would accept

of it. But, as to tlie firft part of the letter, on the

firft Council day after it was read, twelve of the Mi-
nifters were indulged : they had parifhes afligned

them : and about thirty more were afterwards in-,

dulged in the fame manner : and then a flop was
put to it for fome time. With the warrants that they

had for their Churches, there was a paper of rules

likewife put in their hands. Hutchefon in all their

liames made a fpeech to the Council : he began with

decent exprefllons of thanks to the King, and their

Lordfhips : he faid, they fhould at all times give,

fuch. obedience to laws and orders, as could Hand
with a good confcience. And fo they were difmiff-

ed. As for thofe of them, that were allowed to

go to the Churches where they had ferved before, no

difficulty could be made : but thofe of them, that

were named to other Churches would not enter on

the ferving them, till the Church feffions and the

inhabitants of the parifh met, and made choice of

them for their pallors, and gave them a call (as they

worded it) to ferve among them. But upon this,

fcruples arofe among fome, who faid the people's

choice ought to be free ; whereas now they were li-

mited to the perfon named by the Council, which

looked like an eledion upon a Conge d'elire, with ^
letter naming the perfon, with which they had of-

ten diverted themfelves. But fcruples are mighty

things, when they concur with inclination or inter-

cft ; and when they are not fupported by thefe, men
learn
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learn diftinftions to get free from them. So it hap- 1669.

pened in this cafe : for tho' fome few were ftartled at

thefe things, yet they lay in no man's way ; for every

man went, and was pofTeffed of the Church niarkeci

out for him. And at firft the people of the ceun^

try ran to them with a fort of tranfport of joy. Yet

this was foon cooled. It was hoped, that they would

have begun their miniilry, with a publick teftimony

againft all that had been done in oppofition, to what

they were accuftomed to call the work of God. But

they were filent at that time, and preached only the

dodrines of Ghriflianity. This difgufted all thofe

who loved to hear their Minifters preach to the'times,

as they called it. The ftop put to the Indulgence

made many conclude, that thofe, who had obtained

the favour, had entered into fome fecret engagements.

So they came to call them the King's Curates, as

they had called the Clergy in derifion the Bilhop's

Curates. Their caution brought them under a worfe

charadter of dumb dogs, that could not bark. Thofe,

who by their fierce behaviour had fhut themfelyes

out from a Ihare in the Indulgence, began to call this

Eraftianifm, and the Civil Magiftrates afTuming the

power of facred matters. They faid, this was yifibly

an artifice to lay things afleep with the prefent gene-

ration i and was one of the depths of Satan, to give

a prefent quiet, in order to the certain deftru<5^ion of

Prefbytery. And it was alfo faid, that there was a

vilible departing of the divine aiTiftance from thole

preachers : they preached no more with the power
^nd authority that had accompanied them at Con-
venticles. So many began to fall off from them,

and to go again to Conventicles. Many of the

preachers confefied to me, that they found an igno-

rance and a deadnefs among thofe, who had been the

hotteft upon their meetings, beyond what could have
' been imagined. They that could have argued about

the intrinfick power of the Church, and Epifcopacy,

and Prefbytery, upon which all their fermons had

i;I)ipfly run for feveral year§, ki^ew very little of the

eflentials
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i66g. cfTentials of religion. But the indulged preachers>

^-"y*^ inftead of fetting themfelves, with the zeal and con-.

rage that became them, againft the follies of the

people, of which they confefied to myfelf they were

very fenfible, took a different method ; and ftudied

by mean compliances to gain upon their affeftions,

and to take them out of the hands of fome fiery men,
that were going up and down among them. The
tempers of fome brought them under this fervile po-

pularity, into which others went out of a defire to

live eafy.

This com- The Indulgence was fettled in a hurry. But when
plained of

[f^ came to be defcanted on, it appeared to be plain-
a^ agamft

|y againft law : for by the Ai5l reftoring Epifcopacy

none were capable of benefices, but fuch as fhould

own the authority of Bifhops, and be inftituted by
them. So now the Epifcopal party, that were wont

to put all authority in' the King, as long as he was

for them, began to talk of law. They faid, the

King's power was bounded by the law ; and that

thefe proceedings were the trampling of law under

foot. For all parties, as they need the fhelter of

law, or the ftretches of the prerogative, are apt by

turns to magnify the one, or the other. Burnet and

his Clergy were out of meafure enraged at the indul-

gence. They were not only abandoned, but ill ufed

by the people, who' were beginning to threaten, or

to buy them out of their Churches, that they alfo

might have the benefit of the Indulgence. The Sy-

iiod of the Clergy was held at Glafgow in Oftobcr :

and they moved that an addrefs might be drawn up,

reprefenting to the King the miferies they were un-

der, occafioned by the Indulgence : they complain-

ed of it as illegal, and as- like to be fatal to the

Church. This was, according to the words in fome

"of their a£ls of Parliament, a mifreprefenting the

King's proceedings, in order to the alienating the

hearts of his fubjects from him ; which was made
capital, as may appear by the account given in the

former book of the proceedings againft the Lord
Balmerinoch.



of King Charles II. 397

Balmerlnoch. He that drew this addrefs was one 1669.

Rofs, afterwards Archbifhop, firft of Glafgow, and v-or*.*

then of St. Andrews ; who was afi ignorant man,

and violent out of meafure. So it was drawn full of

acrimony. Yet they refolved to keep it fecret, till

advice Ihould be taken upon it ; and accordingly to

prefent it to the Privy Council, or not. A copy of

this was procured by indirect methods : and it was

fent up to Court, after the Earl of Lauderdale was

come off, and was in his way to hold a Parliament

in Scotland. Lord Lauderdale had left all his concerns

at Court with Sir Robert Murray : for,~ though, at

his miftrefs's inftigation, he had ufed him very un-

worthily, yet he had fo great an opinion of his vir-

tue and candor, that he left all his affairs to his care.

As foon as the King faw the Clergy's addrefs, he faid,

it was a new weflern remonftrance : and he ordered,

that Burnet fhould not be fufiered to come to the

Parliam.ent, and that'he (hould be proceeded againft,

as far as the law coufi'carry the matter. It was not

eafy to ftretch thi^fo far, as to make it criminal.

But Burnet being omioxious on other accounts, they

intended to frighte-p'^him to fabmit, and to relign his

Bifhoprick.

The Parlianient was opened in November. Lord a Pallia-

Lauderdale's fpeech ran upon two heads. The onementin

was, the recommending to their care the preferva- Scotland.

tion of the Church, as eftablifhed by law : upon
which he took occafion to exprefs great zeal for Epi-

fcopacy. The other head, related to the union of

both Kingdoms. All that Was done relating to that

was, that an A61 pafied for a treaty about it: and
in the following fummer, in a fubfequent feflion,

Commiflloners were named, who went up to treat

about it. But they made no progrefs : and the thing

fell fo foon, that it was very vifible it was never in^

tended in good earneft.

The two firil AiSls-that paffed in Parliament were The fu-

of more i-nlportance, and had a deeper defign. The premac/

Br{\- PYrSlaipK^d. »nH flfTprrpd .rhe'iK"incr'<! .^nrirf-mcjrTT-, earned ve-iirft explained, and aflerced^ -the'Kmg's Supremacy
, ry high.
but ^ ^
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1669. ^'^^ carried it in fuch general words, that it might

wvw have been flretched to every thing. It was declared,

that the fettling all things relating to the external

government of the Church was a right of the Crown:
and that all things relating to Ecclefiaftical meet-

ings, matters and perfons, were to be ordered ac-

cording to fuch dire6tions as the King fliould fend to

his Privy Council : and that thefe fhould be publifh-

ed by them, and fhould have the force of laws*

Lord Lauderdale very probably knew the fecret of

the Duke's religion, and had got into his favour.

So it was very likely, that he intended to eftablifh

himfelf in it, by putting the Church of Scotland

wholly in his power. But that was yet a fecret to us

all in Scotland. The method he took to get it'

pafled was this : he told all thofe who loved Prefby-

tery, or that did not much favour the Bifhops, that

it was necelTary to keep them under, by making
them depend abfolutely'on the King: this was indeed

a transferring the whole legiflature, as to the matters

of the Church, from the Parliament, and veiling it

fingly in the King : yet, he told them, if this were

done, as the circumftances might happen to be fa-

vourable, the King might be prevailed on, ifadafh

of a pen would do it, to change all on the fudden :

whereas that could never be hoped for, if it could

not be brought about, but by the pomp and cere-

mony of a Parliament. He made the nobility fee,

they needed fear no more the infolence of Bifhops,

if they were at mercy, as this would make them.

Sharp did not like it, but durft not oppofe it. He
made a long dark fpeech, copied out of Doftor

Taylor, diftinguifhing between the Civil and Eccle-

fiaftical authority ; and then voted for it : fo did all

the Bifhops that were prefent : fome abfented them-

felves. Leightoun was againft any fuch aft, and

got fome words to be altered in it. He thought, it

might be ftretched to ill ends : and fo he was very

averfe to it. Yet he gave his vote for it, not hav-

ing fufficiently confidered the extent of the words,

and
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•and the confequences that might follow on fuch an 1669.
A6t -, for which he was very forry, as long as he v,..»v*««*,

lived. But at that time there was no apprehenfions

in Scotland of the danger of Popery. Many of the

bell of the Epifcopal clergy, Nairn, and Charteris

In particular, ' were highly offended at the Adt.

They thought it plainly made the King our Pope.

The Prelbytcrians laid, it put him in Chrift's Head.

They faid, the King had already too much power
in the matters of the Church : and nothing ruined

the Clergy more, than their being brought into fer-

vile compliances, and a bafe dependance upon Courts.

I had no fhare in the counfels about this A6b. I only

thought it was defigned by Lord Tweedale to juitify

the Indulgence, which he protefted to me was his

chief end in it. And no body could ever tell me how
the word " Ecclefiaftical matters" was put in the ad:.

Leightoun thought, he was fure it was put in after

the draught and form of the Ad: was agreed on. It

was generally charged on Lord Lauderdale. And
when the Duke's religion came to be known, then all

people faw, how much the legal fettlement of our
religion was put in his power by this means. Yet the

preamble of the ad being only concetiiing the external

government of the church, it was thought, that the

words " Ecclefiaftical matters " were to be confin-

ed to the fenfe that was limited by the preamble.

The next Ad that pafled was concerning the Mi- An Aa
litia : all that had been done in raifing it was approv- f^'' ^^'^^

ed : and it was enaded, that it Ihoiild ftill te kept Su"^^
up, and be ready to march into any of the King's

'

dominions, for any caufe in which his Majefty's au-

thority, power, or greatnefs fhould be concerned
j

and that the orders {houl4 t)e tranfmitted to thera

from the Council board, without any mention of or-

ders from the King. Upon this great refledions

were made. Some faid, that by this the army was
taken out of the King's power and command, and
put under the power of the Council : lb that if the "

greater part of the Counqij fkould again rebel, as

4 thty
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1669. they did in the year 1638, the Army was, by the

*--¥-w; words of this -Aft, bound to fDllow . their or-

ders. But when jealoLifies broke out in ' England,

of the ill defigns that lay hid under this matter,

it was thought that the intent of this claufe was,

that, if the King fnould call in the Scotch Arrriy,

it fhould not be neceiTary that he himfelf fhould

fend any orders for it j but that, upon a fecret

intimation, the Council might do it v/ithout order,

and then, if the defign fhould mifcarry, it fhould

not He on the King, but only on the Council, whom in

that cafe the King might difown -, and fo none about

him fhould be blameable for it. The Earl of Lau^
derdale valued himfelf upon thefe A6ls, as if he had

conquered kingdoms by them. He wrote a letter to

the King upon it, in which he faid, all Scotland was

now in- his power : The Church of Scotland was now
more fubjeft to him than the Church of England

was : This Militia was now an Army ready upon
call : And that every man in Scotland was ready to

- march, whenfoever he fliopld order it, with feveral

very ill infinuations in it. But a dangerous thing it

is to write letters to Princes : This letter fell into

Duke Hamilton's hands lome years after-, and I had

it in my hands for fome days. It was intended to

found an impeachment on it. But this happened at

a time when the bufinefs of the exclufion of the Duke
from the fuccefTion of the Crown was fo hotly pur-

fued, that this, which, at another time, would have

made great noife, was not fo much confidered as the

importance of it mxight feem to deferve. The way
how it came into fuch hands was this : TheKing, after

he had read the letter, gave it to Sir Robert Murray

;

and when he died it was found among his papers. He
had been much trulled in the King's laboratory, and

had feveral of his chymical procefTes in his hands. So

the King, after his death, did order one to look over

all his papers, for chymical matters ; but all the pa-

pers of State were let alone. So this, with many o-

ther papers, fell into the hands of his executors. And
2 thus
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thus this letter came into Duke Hamilton*^ hands ; 1669.

who would have made ufe of it, if greater matters had ^-^r^.

not been then in agitation. This is not the fingle in-

fiance, that I have known, of papers of great confe-

quence faUing into the hands of the executors of great

Minifters, that might have been turned to very bad

ufes, if they had fallen, into ill hands. It feems of

great concern, that when a Minifter, or an Ambafla*

dour dies, or is recalled, or is difgraced, all papers

relating to the fecrets of his employment fhould be

of right in the power of the Government. But I, of

all men, fhould complain the leafl of this, fmce, by

this remiffnefs, many papers of a high nature have

fallen in my way.

By the Ad of Supremacy the King was now Burnet

mafter, and could turn out Bilhops at pleafure. This turned

had its firfl effedl on Burnet ; who was offered a pen- ^\^^^
fion, if he would fubmit and refign, and was threaten- ^^^^

'

cd to be treated more feverely, if he flood out. He made

complied, and retired to a private flate of life, and ^J^h-

bore his difgrace better than he had done his honours.
Qj^^gQ^

He lived four years in the (hade, and was generally

much pitied : He was of himfelf good natured and

fincere ; but was much in the power of others : He
meddled too much in that which did not belong to

him, and he did not underfland -, for he was not cut

out for a court, or for the miniftry : And he was too

remiis in that which was properly his bufinefs, and

which he underflood to a good degree ; for he took

no manner of care of the Ipiritual part of his fun6lion.

At this time the Univerfity of Glafgow, to whom The ftate

the choice of the ProfelTor of divinity does belong, I found

chofe me, though unknown to them all, to be Pro-^'""S5i«

feifor there. There was no fort of artifice or manage- g^^^
ment to bring this about : It came of themfelves :

And they did it without any recommendation of any

perfon whatibever. So I was adviled by all rny

friends to change my poft, and go thither. This en-

gaged me both into much ftudy, and in a great deal

of bufinefs. TI\e Clergy came all to me, thinking I

Vol. h ^ D d had
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1669. had foixie credijt with thofe that governed, and laid

*>*'^»r'^ their grievances and complaints before me. They
were very ill ufed, and were fo entirely forfaken by
their people, that in moft places they fhut up. their

Churches : They were alio threatened and affronted

on all occafions. On the other hand, the Gentlemen
of the country came much to me, and told me fuch

itrange things of the vices of fome, the follies of

others, and the indifcretions of them all, that though
it was not rcafonable to believe all that they faid, yet

it was impoflible not to believe a great deal of it.

And fo I foon faw, what a hard province I was like

to have of it. Accounts of the ftate of thofe parts

were expected from me, and were like to be believed.

And it was not eafy to know, what ought to be be-

lieved, nor how matters were to be reprefented : For
I found calumny was fo equally pra6tifed on both

fides, that I came to miftrufl every thing that I heard.

One thing was vifible, that Conventicles abounded,

and ftrange doftrine was vented in them. The King's

Supremacy was now the chief fubjeft of declamation :

It was faid, Bilhops were indeed enemies to the liber-

ties of the Church, but the King's little finger would

be heavier than their loins had been. After I had

been for fome months among them, and had heard fo

much, that I believed very little, I wrote to Lord
Tweedale, that diforders did certainly increafe ; but,

as for any particulars, I did not know what to be-

lieve, much lefs could I fuggeft what remedies feem-

cd proper : 1 therefore propofed, that a Committee

of Council might be fent round the country to exa-

mine matters, and to give fuch orders as were at

prefent neceffary for the publick quiet ; and that

they might prepare a report againft the next feffion

of parliament, that then proper remedies might be

found out.

A Com- Duke Hamilton, Lord Kincardin, Primrofe, and
mittee of Drumond, were fent to thefe parts. They met firft

fcBt round ^^ Hamilton, next at Glafgow : Then they went to

the Weft, other parts ; and came back, and ended their circuit

5 ^t
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at Glafgow. They punifhed fome diforders, and 1669/
threatened both the indulged Minifters, and the '-^''VXl

countries, with greater feverities, if they fhould fliil

grow more and more infolent upon the favour that

had been fhewed them. I was blamed by the Prefby-

terians for all they did, and by the Epilcopal party

for all they did not-, fince thefe thought they did

too little, as the others thought they did too much.
They confulted much with me ; and fuffered me to

intercede fo eife6lually for thofe whom they had put

.

in prifon, that they were all fet at liberty. The Epif-

copal party thought I intended to make myfelf po- •

pular at their coll : So they began that {train of fury

and calumny, that has purfued me ever fince from
that fort of people, as a fecret enemy to their interefl,

and an underminer of it. But I was and ftill am, an
enemy to all force and violence in matters of con-

fcience : And there is no principle that is more hated

by bad ill natured Clergymen, than that.

The Earls of Lauderdale and Tweedale prefied

Leightoun much to accept of the See of Glafgow.

He declined it with fo much averfion, that we were
aril iineafy at it. Nothing moved him to hearken to

ir, but the hopes of bringing about the accommoda-
tion that was propofed j in which he had all affiftance

promifed him from the Government. The King or-

dered him to be fent for to Court. He fent for me
on his way ; where he ftopt a day, to know from me
what profpe6l there was of doing any good. I could

not much encourage him -, yet I gave him all the

hopes that I could raife myfelf to : And I was then

inclined to think, that the accommodation was not

impradicable. Upon his coming to London, he

found Lord Lauderdale's temper was much inflamed :

He was become fierce and intraftable: But Lord Twee- .

dale made every thing as eafy to him as was poffible.

They had turned out an Archbifhop ; ib it concerned

them to put an eminent man in his room, who fhould

order matters with fuch moderation, that the Govern-

D d 2 ment
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1669. "^s"t fliould not be under perpetual difturbance, by
W"^ reafon of complaints from thofe parts.

1670. But now the Court was entering into new defigns,

v,^,rY-s^ into which Lord Lauderdale was thrufting himielf,

with an obfequious or rather an ofRcious zeal. I will

dwell no longer at prefent on that, than juft to name
the Dutchefs of Orleans's coming to Dover, of which
a more particular acoount fhall be given, after that

I have laid together all that relates to Scotland in the

year 1670, and the whole bufmefs of the Accommo-
idation. Leightoun propofed to the King his fcheme

of the Accommodation, and the great advantages that.

his Majefty's affairs would have, if that country could.,

Inftruai- be brought into temper. The King was at this time-

ons for gone off trom the defign of a comprehenfion in

England. Toleration was now thought the bed way.

Yet the Earl of Lauderdale- pofTelTed him. with the

neceflity of doing fomewhat to Ibften die Scots, in,

order to the great defign he was then engaging in.

Upon that the King, who feldom gave himfelf the

trouble to think twice of any one thing, gave way
to it. Leightoun's paper was, in feme places, cor-

reded by Sir Robert Murray -, and was turned into

inftru6tions, by which Lord Lauderdale was autho-

rifed to pafs the conceffions, that were to be offered,

into laws. This he would never own to me, though

Leightoun fhewed me the copy of them. But it ap-

peared probable, by his condu6t afterwards, that he-

had fecret direftions to fpoil the matter, and that he

intended to deceive us all. Lord Tweedale was more

to be depended on. But be began to lofe. ground

with Lady Dyfert : And fo his interefl did not conti-

nue ftrong enough to carry on fuch a matter.

Leightoun undertook the adminiftration of the Sec

of Glafgow : And it was a year after this, before he

was prevailed on to be tranflated thither. He came,

upon this, to Glafgow, ^nd held a Synod of his Cler-^

gy ; in which nothing was to be heard, but com-
plaints of defertion and ill . ufage from them all.

Leightoun,
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LeightOLin, in a lermon that he preached to them, 1670.

and in leveral difcourfes, both in pubhck and pri- y^^^
vate, exhorted them to look up more to God, to

tout's ad-

cpnfidcr themfelves as. the minifters of the Crofs of vices to

Chrift, to bear the contempt and ill nfage they met his Cler-

with, as a Crofs laid on them, for the exercife of their S^"

faith and patience, to lay alide all the appetites of re-

venge, to humble themfelves before God, to have

many days for fecret failing and prayers, and to meet

often together, that they might quicken and afllft

one another in thofe holy exercifes ; and then they

might expect bleffings from Heaven upon their h^"
bours. This was a new ftrain to the Clergy. They'

had nothing to fay againft it : But it was a comfort-

lefs dotftrine to them •, and they had noc been ac-

cuftomed to it. No fpeedy ways were propofed for

forcing the people to come to Church, nor for fend-

ing foldiers among them, or railing the fines to which

they were liable. So they went home, as little edified

Nvith their new Bifhop, as he was with them. When
this was over, he went round fome parts of the coun-

try, to the moft eminent of the indulged Minifters,

and carried me with him. His bufinefs was, to per-

fuade them to hearken to propofitions of peace. He
told them, fome of them would be quickly lent for to

Edinburgh, where terms would be offered them in

order to the making up our difi'erences : All was fin-

cerely meant : They would meet with no artifices nor

hardfhips : And if they received thofe offers heartily,

they would be turned into laws : And all the vacan-

cies then in the Church would be filled by their bre-

thren. They received this with lb much indifference,

or rather negleft, that it would have cooled any z?al,

that was lefs warm, and lefs aftive, than that good
man's was. They were fcarce civil -, and did not fo

much as thank him for his tendernefs and care : The
more artful among them, fuch a§ Hutchefon, faid, it

was a thing of general concern, and they were but

fingle men. Others were more metaphyfical, and

entertained us with fome poor arguings and di-

D d 3 itin^lions.
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1670. ftin6lions. Leightoim began to lofe heart. Yet he
L/''Sr\^^ refolved to fet the negotiation on foot, and carry it as

far as he could.

A conff- When. Lord Lauderdale came down to hold a fef-

reoce be- £on of parliament, letters were writ to fix of the pref-

Le'^h-
byterian preachers, ordering them to come to town,

toun and There was a long conference between Leightoun and
fome them, before the Earls of Lauderdale, Rothes^ Twee-
Pre%te- dale, and Kincardin. Sharp would not be prefent at

it: But he ordered Paterfon, afterwards Archbifhop

of Glafgow, to hear all, and to bring him an account

of what paffed. Leightoun laid before them the mif-

chief of our divifions, and of the fchifm that they had
occafioned : Many fouls were loft, and many more
were in danger by thefe means : So that every one

ought to. do all he could to heal this wide breach, that

had already, let in fo many evils among usjwhich were

like to make way to many more : For, his own part,

he was perfuaded, that Epifcopacy, as an order di-i

itindt from Prefbyters, had continued in the Church
ever fmce the days of theApoftles ; that the world

had every where received the Chritlian religion from
Bifhops, and that a parity among Clergymen was
never thought of in the Church before the middle of

^he laft ceritury, and was then fet up rather by acci-

dent, than onxdefign : Yet, how much foever he was
perfuaded of this, fince they were of another mind,

he was now to offer a temper to them, by which both

fiies might ftill preferve their opinions, and yet unite

in carrying on. the ends of the Gofpel and their Mi-
ttiftry : They had Moderators amongft them, which

was no divine inftitution, but only a matter ot order

:

The King therefore might n^me thefe ; and the

making them conftant, could be no fuch encroach-

ment on their funftion, as that the peace of the

Church muft be broke on fiich an account : Nor
could they fay,, that the bleffing of the men named
to this fun(5tion, by an impofition of hands, did de-

grade them from their former office, to fay no more
of it : So they were'llill at kaft Minifters :. It is true,

others
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others thought, they had a new and fpecial authority, 1670.

more than a bare prefidency : That did not concern U-'SrV
them, who were not required to concur with them in

any thing, but in fubmitting to this prefidency : And,
as to that, they fhould be allowed to declare their

own opinion againft it, in as full, and ts publick a

manner as they pleafed : He laid it to their con-

fciences, to confider of the whole matter, as in .

the prefence of God, without any. regard to par-

ty or popularity. He fpoke, in all, near half an

hour, with a gravity and force, that made a very

great impreffion on thofe who heard it. Hutchefon

anfwered, and faid, their opinion for a parity among
the Clergy was well known : The prefidency now
fpoke of, had made way to a lordly dominion in the

Church : And therefore how inconfidcrable foever

the thing might fcem to be, yet the effefts of it both

had been, and would be very confiderable : He there-
'

fore' defired, fomc time might be giv:cn them to con-

fider well, of the propofitions now made, and to con-

fu It with their brethren about them : And, fince this

might feem- an afiembling together againft law, he

defired they might have the King's Commiffiorers

leave for it. This was immediately granted. We
had a fecond conference, in which matters were more
fully opened, and prefled home, on the grounds for-

merly mentioned. Lord Lauderdale made us all dii^e

together, and came to us after dinner : But could

-fcarce reftrain himfelf from flying out ; for their be-

haviour feemed both rude and crafty. But Lcigh-

toun had prepared him for it, and prelTed him not 410

give them a handle to excufe their flying off, by any

roughnefs in his deportment towards them. The pro-

pofitions , off'ered them Were now generally known.
Sharp cried out, that Epifcopacy was to be undermin-

ed, fince the negative vote was to be let go. The infe-

riour Clergy thought, that if it took eflTed, and the

Prefbyterians were to be generally brought into

Churches, they would be neglefted, and that their

people would forfake them. So they hated the whole

thing. ^ The bigotted Prefbyterians thought it was a

D d 4 fnare.



4d8 The History of the Reign

1670. fnare, and the doing that, which had a fair appearance

l/VV- at prefent, and was meant only to lay that generation

in their graves in peace ; by which means Epifcopa-

cy, that was then fhaking over all the Nation, would

come to have another root, and grow again out of

that. But the far greater part of the Nation approved

of this defign : And they reckoned, either we Ihould

gain our point, and t]ien all would be at quiet, or if

fuch offers were rejefted by the Prefbyterians, it

would difcover their temper, and alienate all indiffe-

rent men from them •, and the Nation would be con-

vinced, how unreafonable and ftubborn they were,

and hdW unworthy they were of any farther favour.

All that was done in this fefTion of Parliament was,»

the raifing a tax, and the naming Commiffioners for

the union with England ; befides two fevere A6ls

paffed againft Conventicles.

New fc- There had been a great one held in Fife, near Dun-
veritif s fermlin, where none had ever been held before. Some
againft Gentlemen of eftates were among them : And the

d«
^^"^''

"ovelty of the thing drew a great croud together; for

intimation had been given of it fome days before.

Many of thefe came in their ordinary arms. That
gave a handle to call them the rendezvous of

rebellion. Some of them were taken, and brought

to Edinburgh, and prelTed to name as many as they

knew of their fellow Conventiclers : But they refufed

to do it. This was fent up to Court, and reprefented

as the fore-runner of rebellion : Upon which Lord
Lauderdale, hearing what ufe his enemies made of it,

' was tranfported almoft to fits of rage. Severe A6ts

pafled upon it, by which their fines were raifed higher.

The re- and they were made liable to arbitrary feverities. The
formed Earl of Lauderdale, with his own hand, put in a word
religion,

j^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^j^^j. covered the Papifts, the fines being

laid on fuch of the reformed religion as went not to

Church. He pretended by this to merit with the

Popifh party, the Duke in particular •, whofe religion

was yet a fecret to us in Scotland, tho' it was none at

Court. He faid to myfelf, he had put in thefe words on

c^efign to let the party know, they were to be worfe

ufed
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ukd than the Papifbs themfelves. All Field Converi-

tieles were declared treafonable : And in the preacher

they were made capital. The Landlords, on whofe

grounds they were held, were to be feverely fined :

And all wI;o were at them were to be punifhed arbi-

trarily, if they did not difcover all that were prefent,

whom they knew. Houfe Conventicles, crouded

without thie doors, or at the windows, were to be

reckoned and punifhed as Field Conventicles. Sir

Robert Murray told me, that the King was not well

pleafed with this Ad, as being exravagantly fevere;

chiefly in that of the preachers being to be punifhed

by death. He laid, bloody laws did no good ; arid

thsLt he would never have paiTed it, if he had knowJi

it beforehand. The half of the parliament abhorred

this Act : Yet fo abjed: were they iri their fubrfliffions

to Lord Lauderdale, that the young Earl of CalTilis

w-as the fingle perfon that voted in the negative. This

paflfed in Parliament fo fuddenly,' that Leightoun

knew nothing of it, till it was too late. He expoflu-

Jated with Lord Tweedale feverely about it : . He
laid, the whole com.plexion . of it. was fo contrary' to

the common rules of humanity,- not to fay Chrlflia-

nity, that he was afhamed to mix in counfels vvith

thofe, who could frame and pafs fuch Ads : And he

thought it fomewhat ftrange, that neither he, nor . I,

had been advifed with in it. The Earl of Tweedale
faid, the late Field Conventicle being a new thing, it

had forced them tofeverities,that at another time could

not be well excuied : And he aiTured us, there was
no defign to put it in execution. j-^

Leightoun fent to the weftern Counties fix Epifco-

pal Divines, all, except myfeif, brought from other

parts : Nairn and Charteris were two of them : The
three others, Aird, Cook, and Paterfon, were the

beft we could perfuade, to go round the country to

preach in vacant Churches, and to argue upon the

grounds of the accommodation with fuch as fhould

come to them. The Epifcopal Clergy, who were yet

• in the country, could not argue much for any thing

;

;)^nd would not at all argue in favour of a propofitio'n
--' that
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1670. that they hated. The people of the country came ge-
(•'V'V nerally to hear ns, though not in great crouds. We

were indeed amazed to fee a poor • commonalty, fo

capable of arguing upon points of government, and
on the bounds to be fet to the power of Princes, in

matters of religion : Upon all thefe topicks they had
texts of fcripture at hand j and were ready with their

anfwers, to any thing that was faid to them. This
meafure of knowledge was fpread even among the
mcaneft of them, their cottagers, and their fervants.

They were indeed vain of their knowledge, much
conceited of themfelves, and were full of a moft en-

tangled fcrupulofity ; fo that they found or made dif-

ficulties in every thing that could be laid before them.
We ftaid about three months in the country ; and in

that time there was a fland in the frequency of Con-
venticles : But, as foon as we were gone, a fet of
thofe hot preachers went round all the places-in which
we had been, to defeat all the good we could hope to

'do. They told them, the Devil was never fo formida*
ble as when he was transformed into an Angel of
light.

The Pref- The outed Miniflers had many meetings in feveral
byterians parts of the kingdom. They found themfelves under

to rejea
^^^^^ difficulties. The people had got it among them,

the ofFers ^^^^ ^^^ ^hat was now driven at,was only to extinguilh

made Prefbytery, by fome feeming conceffions with the pre-
them. fent generation ; and that if the Minifters went into

it, they gave up their caufe, that fo they themfelves

might be provided for during their lives, and die at

more eafe. So they, who were ftrangely fubdued by
their defire of popularity, refolved to reje6t the pro-

pofitions, though they could not well tell on what
grounds they Ihould juftify it. A report was alfo

fpread among them, which they believed, and had
its full efFed: upon them : It was faid, that the King
was alienated from the Church of England, and
weary of fupporting Epifcopacy in Scotland ; and
fo was refolved not to clog his Government any
longer with it ; and that the conceffions now made,
did not arife from any tendernefs we had for them,

but
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but from an artifice to preferve Epifcopacy : So they 1670.

were made believe, that their agreeing to them was <—v^
really a ftrengthening of that Government, which was
otherwife ready to fall with its own weight. And
becaufe a palTage of Scripture, according to its gene-

ral found, was apt to work much on them, that of
" touch not, tafte not, handle not," was often re-

peated among them. It was generally agreed on to

reje6l the offers made them. The next debate among
them was, about the reafons they were to give for re-

jefting them ; or whether they would comply with

another propofiiion, which Leightoun had made
them, that, if they did not like the propofitions he
had made, they would fee, if they could be more
happy than he was, and offer at other propofitions.

In their meetings they named two to maintain tl^^

debate, pro and con. They difputed about the prp-

teftation that they were allowed to make : And
" Proteftatio contraria fad:o" was a maxim that waSr

in great vogue among them. They argued upon the

obligation by the Covenant to maintain their Church,
as then eflablifhed, in dodlrine, worfhip, difcipline,

and government : And fo every thing that was con-
trary to that, was reprefented as a breach of their co-.

venant : And none durft objed to that. But that,

they might make a propofition, which they were fure

would not be hearkened to, they propofed, that

among the conceffions to be infifted on, one might
be, a liberty to ordain without the Bifhops. When
we: heard what their reafonings were, papers were
writ, and fent among them, in anfwer to them. But
it is a vain thing to argue, when a refolution is taken
up, not founded on argument ; and arguments are

pnly fought for, to juftify that which is already re-

folved on. We preffed them with this, that, not-

withftanding their Covenant, they themfelves, had
afterwards made many alterations, much more im-
portant than this of fubmitting to a conftant Mode-
rator, named by the King. Cromwell took from
thern the power of meeting in General Affemblies

;

i yet
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1670. yet they went on, doing the other duties of their

L^v*\J funftion, though this, which they efleemed the great-

eftfpf all their rights, was denied them. When an

order came^ out to fequefter the half of the benefices,

of fuch as fhould ftill pray for the King, they upon
that fubmitted, though before they had afferted it as

a duty, to which they were bound by their Covenant

:

They had difcontinued their miniftiy, in obedience

to laws and proclamations now for nine years : Arjd

thofe, who had accepted the Indulgence, had come
in by the King's authority, and had only a parochial

government, but did not meet in Pre/byteries : From
all which we inferrecl, that when they had a mind to

My down any thing that they thought a duty, or to

fubmit to any thing that they thought an invafion of

their rights, they could find a diftinftioh for it : And
it was not eafy to (hew,' why they were not as com-
pliant iii this particular. But all was loft labour:

Hot men among them were pofitive ; and all of

them were full of contention. . '.

• Dutchefs Hamilton feat for'fome'of'thern,^'Hut-^

chefon in "particular. 'She faid, fhe did not pretend

to und'erftand nice diffinftions, and 'the terhis of dif-;

pute i Here was plain fe'nfe :' The country might be

again it quiet, and the reft of thofe that were outed,

admitted to Chtirches, on terms that feemed to all'

reafonable men very eafy : Their rejefting this would

give' a very ill charafter of them, and would have'

very bad effeds, of which, they might fee caufe to

repent, when it would be too late. She told me, all

that ftie could draw from him, that flie underftood,

was, that he faw the generality of their party v/as re-'

folved againft all treaties, or any agreement ; and that

if k fmall number fhould break off from them, "it

would not heal the 'old breaches, but would create

new ones. In conclufion, nothing was like to follow

6n this whole negotiation : We, who were engaged

in it, had loft all' pui* own fide by offering at it ; and

the Pieibyterians woiild not make one ftep towards

us. -

Leightoun



of King Charles II. 413

Lcightoun defired another meeting with them :at 1670.

Pafley, to which he carried me and one or two more, v-nr^m*

They were abOut thirty. We had two long confer-

ences with them. Leightoiin laid out before themsome
the obligations that lay on them to feek for peace at conferen-

all times, but more efpecially when we already faw*^" "P°*^

the difmal efFeds of our contentions : There could bef ^
no agreement unlefs on both fides there was a difpo-

fition to make fome abatements, and fome fteps to-

wards one another : It appeared, that we were will-

ing to make even unreafonable ones on our fide : And
would they abate nothing in theirs ? Was their opi-

nion fo mathematically certain, that they could not

difpenfe with any part of it, for the peace of the

Church, and for the faving of. fouls ? Many poor

things were faid . on . their fide, which would have

made a lefs mild man, than he was, lofe all patience.

But he bore with all : And urged this queftion on
them. Would they have held communion with the

Church of God, at the time of the council of Nice,

or not ? If they Ihould fay, not, he would be lefs de-

firous of entering into communion with them -, fince

he muft fay of the Church at that time, " let my foul

" be with theirs :
" if they, faid, : they would ; then

he was lure, they would not rejedt the offers now
made them, which brought Epifcopacy much lower

than it was at that time. One of the moil learned

among them had prepared a fpeech full of quotations,

to prove the difference between the primitive Epifco-

pacy and ours at prefent. I was then full of thofe mat-

ters : So I anfwered all his fpeech, and every one of
his quotations, and turned the whole upon him, with

advantages that were too evident to be fo much as

denied by their own party : and, it feemed, the per-

fon himfelf thought fo j for he did not offer at one
word of reply. In conclufion, the PrefbyLcrians de-

fired, that the propofitions might be given them in

writing : For hitherto all had pafied only verbally ;

and words, they faid, might be mifunderflood, miire-

peated, and denied. Leightoun had no mind to do
6 it;
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it : Yet, finceit was plaufible, to fay they h^d nothing

but words to fliew to thjeiH^rethrenJe" wrote them
down, and gave me the original, which I ftill have

in my hands ; but fuJEFered them to take as many
copies of it as they pleafed. At parting he defired

them to come to a final refolution, as foon as they

could ; for he believed, they would be called for by

the next January to give their anfwerS. And by thef

end ofthat month they were ordered to come to Edin-

burgh. I went thither at the fame time upon Leigh-^

toun's defire.

At laft ^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^ •^^'"^ ^^ Rothes's houfe, where all

they re- this treaty came to a fhort conclufion. Hutchefon
fufed to in all their names faid, they had confidered the pro-
accept of pofitions made to them, but were not fatisfied in

ceffionT
^^^^^ confciences to accept of them. Leightoun de-

fired to know upon what grounds they flood out.

Hutchefon faid, it was not fafe to argue againfl law.

Leightoun faid, that fmce the Government had Cct

on a treaty with them in order to the altering the

laws, they were certainly left to a full freedom of ar-

guing againfl: them : Thefe offers were no laws : So

the arguing about them could not be called an ar-

guing againfl: law : He offered them a publick con-

ference upon them, in the hearing of all that had a

mind to be rightly informed : He faid, the people

were drawn into thofe matters fo far, as to make
a fchifm upon them : He thought, it was therefore

very reafonable, that they fliould likewife hear the

grounds examined, upon which both fides went.

Hutchefon refufed this : He faid, he was but one

man ; and that what he faid was in the name of his

brethren, who had given him no farther authority.

Leightoun then aflced, if they had nothing on their

fide to propofe towards the healing of our breaches.

Hutchefon anfwered, their principles were well

enough known, but he had nothing to propofe. Up-
on this Leightoun, in a long difcourfe, told what

was the defign he had been driving at in all this

negotiation : It was to procure peace, and to promote

religion

:
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religion : He had ofFered fevera] things, which he

was perfuaded were great diminutions of the juffc

rights of Epifcopacy : Yet fince all Church-power
was for edification, and not for dellriiflion, he had
thought, that in our prefent circumftances it might
have conduced, as much t6 the intereft of religion,

that Epifcopacy fhould diveft itfelf of a great part

of the authority that belonged to it, as the Bifhop's

ufing it in former ages had been an advantage to re-

ligion : His offers did not flow from any miftruft of
the caufe : he was perfuaded, Epifcopacy was hand-

ed down through all the ages of the Church from the

Apoftles days : Perhaps he had wronged the order by
the conceffions he had made : Yet he was confident

God would forgive it, as he hoped his brethren would
excufe it : Now they thought fit to rejedt thefe con-

ceffions, without either offering any reafon for doing
it, or any expedient on their fide : Therefore the

continuance of our divifions muft lie at their door,

both before God and man : If ill effeds followed up-
on this, he was free of all blame, and had done his

part. Thus was this treaty broke off, to the amaze-
ment of all fober and difpaffionate people, and to the

great joy of Sharp, and the refl of the bifhops ; who
now for a while feemed even pleafed with us, becaufe

we had all along afferted Epifcopacy, and had plead-

ed for it in a high and pofitive flrain.

I hope this will be thought an ufeful part of the Cenfures

hiflory of that time : None knew the Heps made in paffed up-

it better than myfelf The fierce Epifcopal men will o^ this

fee, how much they were to blame for accufing that
^^ttc^r.

Apoftolical man Leightoun, as they did, on this

occafion i as if he had defigned in this whole matter

to betray his own order, and to fet up Prefbytery.

The Prefbyterians may alfo fee, how much their be-

haviour difgufted all wife, moderate and good men,

^
when they rejefted propofitions, that came fo home
even to the maxims they had fet up, that nothing
but the fear of offending, that is of lofing the credit

they had with their party, could be fo much as pre-
• tended



4i6 TheHisfoRV of the Reign

1670. tended for their refufing to agree to them. Our part

s-.'-v^*^ in the whole negociation was fincere and open. We
^ere adluated by no other principle, and had no
other defign, but to allay a violent agitation of

men's fpirits, that was throwing us into great dilirac-

tions ; and to heal a breach, that was like to let in

an inundation of miferies upon us, as has appeared

but too evidently ever fince; The high party, keep-

ing ftill their old biafs to perfecution, and recover-

ing -afterwards their credit with the Government,
carried violent proceedings {o far, that, after they

had thrown the Nation into great convulfions, they

drew upon themfelves fuch a degree of fury from

enraged multitudes, whom they had opprefTed

long and heavily, that, in conclufion, theEpifcopal

order was put down, as fhall be told in its proper

place: The roughnefs of our own fide, and the per-

verfenefs of the Prefbyterians, did fo much alienate

me from both, that I relblved to withdraw my felf

from any farther meddling, and to give myfelf whol-

ly to ftudy. I was then, and for three years after that,

offered to be made a Biiliop : But I refufed it. I

faw the counfels were altering above : So I refolved

"to look on, and fee whither things would turn.

1 67 1. ^y acquaintance at Hamilton, and the favour and

v^„.-y-«^ fricndihip I met with from both the Duke and Dutchefs,

The Me- made me offer my fervice to them, in order to the

moirs fearch of many papers, that were very carefully pre-

2^9^^
f
fervedby them: for the Dutchefs's uncle had charged

Hamilton ^^^ ^o keep them with the fame care, as fhe kept the

was writ writings of her eftate; fince in thefe a lull juftifica-

by me at -tion of her father's publick actings, and of his own,
tiiat time,

^q^i^j ]jq found, when fhe fhould put them in the

.hands of one, that could fet them in order, and in a

"due light. She put them all in my hands, which I

acknowledge was a very great truft : And I madQ

no ill ufe of it. I found there materials for a very

large hiftory. I writ it with great fmcerity ; and

concealed
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^concealed none of their errors. I did indeed conceal 1671.

•reveral things that related to the King : 1 left out

fome "pafTages that were in his letters ; in fome of

which was too much weaknefs, and in others too

^
much craft and anger. I got through that work in a

few months. When the Earl of Lauderdale heard

that I had finifhed it, he defired me to come up to

him ; for he was fure, he could both redify many
things, and enlarge on a great many more. His true

defign wasj to engage me to put in a great deal, re •

iating to himfelf in that work. I found another de-

gree of kindnefs and confidence from him upon my:

coming up, than ever before. I had nothing to afk

for myfelfj but to be excufed from the offer of two
Bifhopricks. But v>?hatfoever I allied for any other

perfon was granted : And I was confidered as his

favourite. He trufled me with all fecrets, and feem-

td to have no referves with me. He indeed prelT-

ed me to give up with Sir Robert Murray : And-
I faw, that upon my doing that, I fhould have

as much credit with him as I could defire. Sir

Robert himfelf apprehended this would be put-

to me ; and prefTed me to comply with him in

it. But I hated fervitude, as much as I loved him ;

fo I refufed it flatly. I told Lord Lauderdale, that

Sir Robert had been as a fecond father, or governour

to me, and therefore I could not break friendfhio

with him. But I promifed to fpeak to him of no-

thing that he trufted to me. And this was all that

xCver he could bring me to, though he put it often

to me. I was treated by him with an entire confi-

dence. Applications were made to me ; and every

thing that I propofed was done. I laid before hint

the ill ftate the affairs of Scotland were falling into,

by his throwing off fo many of his friends. Duke
Hamilton and he had been for fome years in ill

/terms. I laid down a method for bringing them to

a better underftanding. I got kind letters to pafs

on both fides, and put their reconciliation in fo fair

% way, that upon my return to Scotland it was for

Vol. \. E s that
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J 67 1, that time fully made up. I had authority from him
v-v^^ to try, how both the Earls of Argile, and Tweedale,

might return to their old friendfhip with him. The
Earl of Argile was ready to do every thing. Bat
the Earl of Athol had propofed a match between his

fon and L.ady Dyfert's daughter, and he had an he-

Keditary hatred to the Lord Argile and his family :

fo that could not be eafily brought about. Lord
Tweedale was refolved to withdraw from bufinefs.

The Earl of Lauderdale had for many years "treated

his brother the Lord Halton, with as much contempt

as he deferved -, for he was both weak and violent,

infolent and corrupt. He had promifed to fettle his

eftate on his daughter, when the Lord Tweedale's

fon married her. But his brother offered now eve-

^y thing ,that Lady Dylert defired, provided fhe

would get his brother to fettle his eftate on him. So
Lord Halton was now taken into affairs ; and had

fo much credit with his brother, that all the de-

pendance was upon him. And thus the breach be-

tween the Earls of Lauderdale and Tweedale was ir-

reconcileable ; though I did all I could to make it

up.

A farther As to Church affairs. Lord Lauderdale afked my
Indu!- opinion concerning them. I gave it frankly to this

S^^^" .purpofe: There were many vacancies in the difaffeft-

" ed Counties, to which no conformable men of any

worth could be prevailed on to go : So I propofed,

that the Indulgence fliould be extended to them all ;

and that the Minillers Hiould be put into thofe pa-

rifhes, by couples, and have the benefice divided be-

tween them; and, in the Churches, where the In-

dulgence had already taken place, that afecond
Minifler fhould be added, and have the half of the

benefice : By this means I reckoned, that all the

puted Minifters would be again employed, and kept

from going round the uninfeded parts of the King-

dom : I alfo propofed that they fhould be confined to

their parifhes, not to flir out of them without leave

from the Biihop of the diocefe, or a Privy Counfel,-

lour

;
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l()ur; and that, upon tranrgreffing the rules that 1671.

fhould be fent them, a proportion of their benefice

ihould be forfeited, and appHed to fome pious ufe.

Lord Lauderdale heard me to an end : And then,

without arguing one word upon any one branch of

this fcheme, he deiired me to put it in writing ;

which I did. And the next year, when he came-

down again to Scotland, he made one write out my
paper, and turned it into the ftyle of inftruftions. So
eafjly did he let himfelf be governed by thofe whom
he trufted, even in matters of great confequence.

Four Biihops happened to die that year, of which

Edinburgh was one. I was defired to make my own
choice : But I refufed them all. Yet I obtained a

letter to be writ, by the King's order, to Lord
Rothes, that he fliould call the tv/o Archbiiliops,^

and four of the Officers of State, and fend up their

opinion to the King of the perfons fit to be pro-

moted : and a private letter was writ to the Lords,

to join withLeightoun in recommending the perfons

that he fhould name. Leightoun was uneafy, when
he found that Charteris, and Nairn, as well as my-
felf, could not be prevailed on to accept Bifliopricks.

They had an ill opinion of the Court, and could not

be brought to leave their retirement. L eightoun

was troubled at this. He faid, if his friends left

the whole load on him, he muft leave all to provi-

dence. Yet he named the befh men he could think,

on. And, that Sharp might not have too publick

an affront put on him, Leightoun agreed to one

of his nomination. But now 1 go to open a fcene

of another nature.

The Court was now going into other meafures. Foreign

The Parliament had given the King all the money affairs,

he had af]<:ed for repairing his fleet, and for fupply-

ing his {lores and magazines. Additional revenues

were alfo given for fome years. But at thein laft AnslI"^

fitting, in the beginning of the year 1670, it ap- ance with

peared that the Houfe of Commons were out of
^^'"^"J^^^J^^

countenance for having given fo much mopey, and

"Ee 2 feemed
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feemed reiblved to give no more. All was obtained

under the pretence of maintaining the Triple AUi-

ance. When the Court law hov/ httle reafon' they

had to exped farther fuppHes, the Duke of Buck-*

ingham told the King, that now the time was

come, in which he might both revenge the attempt

on Chatham, and fhake off the uneafy reftraint of a

Houfe of Commons. And he got leave from the

King to fend over Sir Ellis Leightoun to the Court of

France, to offer the projedl ot a new alliance and a

new war. Sir Ellis told me this himfelf : And
was proud to think, that he was the firft man em-
ployed in thofe black and fatal defigns. But, in

the firft propofition made by us, the fubduing of

England, and the toleration of popery, here v/as

offered, as that with which the defign muft be be-

gun. France, feeing England fo inclined, rcfolved

to pufli the matter farther.

The Dut- The King's C}9:cr, the Dutchefs of Orleans, was
chefs of thought the wittieft woman in France. The King

carn^^'to
^^ France had made love to her, with which (he

Dc\er. was highly incenfed, when fhe faw it was only a

pretence, to cover his addreffes to Madamoifelle

La Valiere, one of her maids of honour, whom
he afterwards declared openly to be his Miftrefs

:

Yet flie had reconciled herfelf to the King ; and was

nov/ fo entirely trufted by him, that he ordered her

to propofe an interview with her brother at Dover.

The King v/ent thither, and was fo much charm-

ed with his fifter, that every thing fiie propofed,

and every favour flie afl<.ed, was granted. The
King could deny her nothing. She propofed an al-

liance, in order to the conquefl of Holland. The
King had a mind to have begun at home. Butfhe

diverted him from that. It could not be forefeen,

what difficulties the King might meet with upon

the firft opening the defign : As it v/ould alarm all

his people, fo it would fend a great deal of wealth,

and trade, and perhaps much people over to Hol-

land : aAd by fuch an acceffion they would grow
' '

^
ftFonger>
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ftronger, as he would grow weaker. So (he pro-

pofed, that they fhould begin with Holland, and

attack it vigoroufly, both by lea and land : And
upon their fuccefs in- that, all the reft would be an

cafy work. This account of that negotiation was

printed twelve years after, at Paris, by one Abbot
Primi. I had that part of the book in my hands,

in which this was contained. Lord Prefton was
then the King's Envoy at Paris: So he, know-
ing how great a prejudice the publifhing this would
be to his mafter's affairs, complained of it. The
book was upon that fuppreffed ; and the writer was
put in the Baftilie. But he had drav/n it out of the

papers of" Mr. Le Tellier's office : So there is little

reafon to doubt of the truth of the thing. Madame,
as this book fays, prevailed to have iier fcheme fet-

tled, and fo went back to France. The joufr^ey

proved fatal to her : for the Duke of Orleans had

heard fuch things of her behaviour, that it was faid

he ordered a great dofe of fublimate to be given her, Soon after

in a glafs of fuccory-water, of which fhe died a few po'foned.

hours after, in great torments : And when fhe was

opened, her ftomach was all ulcerated.

Since I mention her death, I will fet down one Some of

ftory of her, that was told me by a perfon of di- her in-,

.llinftion, who had it from fome who were well in- ^"Sucs.

formed of the matter. The King of France had

courted Madame SoiiTons, and made a fhew of

courting Madame. But his affections fixing on
Madamoifelle La Valiere, fne whom he had for-

faken, as well as (lie whom he had deceived, refoiv-

ed to be revenged : And they entered into a friend-

Ihip in order to that. They had each of them a

Gallant : Madame had the Count De Guiche, and

the other had the Marquis Des Vardes, then in

great favour with the King, and a very graceful

perfon. When the treaty of the King of France's

inarriage was fet on foot, there was an opinion

generally received, that the Infanta of Spain was

E e 3 a womar\
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1671/ a woman of great genius, and would have a con-

«-«-»rw> fiderable ftroke in all affairs. So, many young
men of quality ftt themlelves to learn the Spanifli

lanauase, to give them the more credit with the

young queen. All that fell to the ground, when it

appeared how weak a woman Ihe was. Thefe two

were of that number. Count De Guiche watched an

occafion, when a letter from the King of Spain was

given to his daughtcfr by the Spanilli AmbafTador,

and fhe tore the envelope, and let it fall. He ga-

thered up all the parcels of it, together with the

feal. From thefe they learned to imitate the King

of Spain's writing. And they fent to Holland to

get a feal engraven from the imprelTion of the waz.

When all was prepared, a letter was writ, as in the

came of the King of Spain, reproaching his d^ugh-

t?r for her tamenefs in fuffering fuch an affront, as

the King put on her by his amours, with reflexions

full both of contempt and anger againft the King.

There was one Spanifli Lady left about the Qiieen :

Some of So they forged another letter, as from the Spanilh

^5 in- AmbafTador to her, with that to the Queen inclofed
tngnes.

j^ ^j.^ defiring her to deliver it fecretly into the

Queen's own hand. And they made a livery, fuch

as the Spanifli AmbafTador's pages wore : And a

boy was fent in it with the letter. The Lady fufpedl-

ed no forgery ; but fancied, the letter might be

about fome matter of State. She thought it fafeft

to carry it to the King, who reading it ordered an

enquiry to be made about it. The Spanifli Am-
bafTador faw he was abufed in it. The King fpoke

to the Marquis Des Vardes, not fufpeding that he

was in it, and charged him to fearch after the au-

thor of this abufe, that was intended to be put on

him. The two ladies now rejoiced, that the look-'

ing after the difcovery was put in the hands of a.

man, fo much concerned in it. ^ He amufed the

King with the enquiries that he was making, tho'

\\c was ever in a, wrong fcent. But in all this time

Madame
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Madame was fo pleafed with his condud. that flie

came to Uke his perlbn; and had fo little command
of herfelf, that fhe told Madame Soiflbns, fhe was

her rival. The other readily complied with her.

And, by an odd piece of extravagance, he was fent

for : And Madam SoifTons told him, fince he was

in Madame's favour, fhe releafed him from all ob-

ligations, and dehvered him over to her. The Mar-
quis Des Vardes thought, this was only an artifice of

gallantry, to try how faithful he was to his amours:

So he declared himfelf incapable of changing, ia

terms full of refpedl for Madame, and of paffion

for the other. This raifed in Madame fo deep a

refentment, that fhe refolved to facrifice Des Vardes,

but to fave the Count De Guiche. So flie gave him
notice, that the King had difcovered the whole in-

trigue ; and charged him to haften out of France.

And, as foon as Ihe believed that he was in Flan-

ders, fhe told all to the King of France. Upon
which Des Vardes was not only difgraced, but kept

long a prifoner in Aigues Mortes. And afterwards

he was fuffered to come to Montpelier. And it was

almoft twenty years after, before he was fuffercd to

come to Court. 1 was at Court when he came firft

to it. He was much broke in his health, but was

become a philofopher, and was in great reputation

among all Des Cartes's followers. Madame had an

intrigue with another perfon, whom I knew well,

the Count of Treville. When flie was m her agony,

fhe laid, " aditu Treville." He was fo ftruck with

this accident, that it had a good effect on him ; for

he went and lived many years among the Fathers of

the Oratory, and became both a very learned, and
<^evout man. He came alterwards out into the world,

I faw him often. He was a man of a very fweec

temper, only a little too formal for a French man.
But he was very fincere. He was a Janfenift. He
hated the Jefuics. And had a very mean opinion of

Uie King, which appeared in all the inlfances, in

^^hich jt was fafe for him to fhew it.

E e 4 UpoHi
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1671, Upon Madame'e death, as the Marfhal Bellefonds

*-n('>-' came from France with the complement to the
The trea- Qq^^^I of England, fo the Duke of Buckingham was

jrJ.g^J.gj.g.fent thither on pretence to return the complement,

gociated, but really to finifh the treaty. The King of France

ufed him in fo particular a manner, knowing his va-

nity, and carefied him to fuch a degree, that he

went without referve into the interelts of France.

Yet he protefted to me, that he never confented to

the French fleet's coming into ourfeas and harbours.

He faid, he was offered 40,000/. if he could per-

fuade the King to yield to it: and he appealed to the

Earl of Dorfet for this, who was in the fecret. He
therefore concluded, fince, after all the uneafiaefs

jhewed at firft, the King had yielded to it, that

Lord Arlington had the money. Lord Shaftefbury

laid the blame of this chiefly on the duke of Buck-

ingham : for he told me, that he himfelf had writ a

peremptory inftruflion to him from theKing, to give

up all treaty, if the French did infift on the fending

a fleet to our afilfl:ance. And therefore he blamed

him, as having yielded it up, fince he ought to

have broke off* all farther treaty, upon their infifl:-

ins; on this. But the Duke of York told me, there

was no money given to corrupt the King's mini-

fliers j that the King and he had long infifl:ed on

having all their fupplies from France in money,

without a fleet ; and that the French fliewed themj

ic was not poflible for them to find out funds for fo

great an cxpence, unlefs we took a fquadron of their

fhips -, fince they could not both maiotaijR theip

own fleet, and furnifii us with money that would
be neceflary, if wp took not their fquadron, I?

was agreed, that the King fhould have ^ 50,000 /,

a year during the war, ' together with a fleet from

France. England was to attack the Dutch by fea,

while theKing of France fhould invade them by land

with a mighty army, [t was not doubted, but thad

the States wpuid find it impoflilsle tp refifl; fo great

^ forcca
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a force, and would therefore fubmit to the two
Kings : So the divifion they agreed on was, that

England fhould have Zealand, and that the King of

France fhould have all the reft, except Holland,

which was to be given to the Prince of Orange,

if he would come into the alliance : And it ihoqld ,-

be ftill a trading country, but without any capital

ihips. Lord Lauderdale faid upon that occafion to

me, that whatfoever thev intended to do, thev

were refolved to do it efFeftually all at once : But he
would not go into farther particulars. That the

year 1 672 might be fatal to other Common-wealths,
as well as to the States, the Duke of Savoy was en-

couraged to mal;e a conqueftof Genoa ; though he
afterwards failed in the attempt , and the King of
Denmark was invited into the alliance, with the of-

fer of the town of Hamburgh, on which he had
long fet his heart. The Duke of Richmond was

I

fent to give a lufti^e to that negociation, which was

I

chiefly managed by Mr. Henfliaw ; who told me,

I
that we offered that King fome fhips to alTift him
in feizing that rich town. But he was then ia thofe

I engagements with the States of Holland, that even

I

this offer did pot prevail on him.

I

Lockart was at this time brought to court by r Qckhart

;

Lrord Lauderdale, hoping that he would continue in fent to

an entire dependance on him, and be his creature. France.

j

He was under fo grear a jealoufy from the Govern-
:
ment for his former adings, that he was too eafy to

enter into any employment, that might bring him

I

into favour, not fo much out of any ambition to
''•

rife, as from a defire to be fafe, and to be no longer

looked on as an enemy to the Court : for when a fo-
' reign Minifter af!<ed the Kingls leave to treat with
; him in his matter's name, the King confented

;

but with this fcvere reflexionj that he believed he

i

would be true to any body but himfelf, He was

j

fent to the Courts of Brandenburgh and Ltinen-
|>urgh, either to draw them into the alliance, or, if
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that could not be done, at leaft to fecure them from
all apprehenfions. But in this he had no fuccefs.

And indeed when he faw into what a negotiation he

was engaged, he became very uneafy : For, tho*

the blackeft part of the fecret was not trufted to

him, as appeared to me by his inftruftions, which

I read after his death ; yet he faw whither things

were going. And that affeded him fo deeply, that

it was believed to have contributed not a little to

the languilhing he foon fell under, which ended in

his death two years after.

The war being thus refolved on, fome pretences

were in the next place to be fought out to excufe

it : For, though the King of France went more
roundly to work, and publifhed that he was fo ill

fatisfied with the condu6t of the States, that it did

not confift with his glory to bear it any longer, yet

we thought it decent for us to name fome particu-

lars. It was faid, we had fome pretenfions on

Surinam, not yet completely fatisfied ; and that the

States harboured traitors, that fled fromjuftice, and

lived in Holland : fome medals were complained

of, that feemed difhonourable to the King ; as alfo

fome pi(5tures : And, though thefe were not made
by publick order, yet a great noife was raifed about

them. But an accident happened, that the Court

laid great hold of The Dutch fleet lay off the

coafl: of England the former year : And one of the

King's Yachts failed by, and expeded they ihould

flrike fail. They faid, they never refufed it to any

man of war : But they thought that honour did not

belong to fuch an inconfiderable veflel. I was then

at Court : and I faw joy in the looks of thofe that

were in the fecret. Selden had in his Mare Claufuni

raifed this matter fo high, that he made it one of

the chief rights and honours of the Crown of Eng-

land, as the acknowledgement of the King's empire

in the four feas. The Dutch offered all fatisfiadion

for the future in this rnatter : But they would no^

fen4
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fend their Admiral over as a criminal. While
France was treating with England, they continued

to amufe the Dutch : And they poffefTed De Groot,

then the Dutch AmbafTador at Paris, or they cor-

rupted him into a belief that they had no defign on

them, and the Dutch were too fecure, and depend-

ied too much on his advertifements. Yet the States

entered into a negociation, both with Spain and the

Emperor, and with the King of Denmark, the

Elector of Brandenburgh, and the Duke of Lunen-
burgh. The King of Sweden was yet under age :

And the Miniftry there defired a neutrality. France

^nd England fent two Ambafladors to them, both

men of great probity, Pomponne and Coventry,

who were both recalled at the fame tirrie to be Se-

cretaries of State. Coventry was a man of wit and
heat, of fpirit and candour. He never gave bad
advices : But when the King followed the ill ad-

vices that others gave, he thought himfelf bound
to excufe, if not to juftify them. For this the Duke of
York cpnrimended him much to me. He faid, in

that he was a, pattern to all good fubje6ls, fince he
defended all the King's counfels in publick, even
when he had blamed them moft in private, with
the Xing himfelf.'O

Our Court having refolved on a war, did now 1672.
look out for money to carry it on. The King had <—-y*.^

been running into a great debt ever fince his Refto- J^e (hut-

ration, One branch of it was for the pay of that '?§ ^^
°^

fleet that brought him over. The main of it hadi-hequer.

been contrafted during the former Dutch war. The
King, in order to the keeping his credit, had
dealt with fome Bankers, and had affigned over

the revenue to them. They drove a great trade,

and had made great advantage by it. The King
paid them at the rate of 8 per cent : And they paid

IJhofe who put money in their hands only 6 per

cent : And had great credit j for payments were

made
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made very pun6tually. The King had in fomft
' proclamations given his faith, that he would con-

tinue to make good' all his afTignments, till the

"whole debt fhould be paid, which was now grow-
ing up to almoft a.million and a half. So one of

the ways propofed for fupplying the King with mo-
ney was, that he fiiould ftop thefe payments for a

year, it being thought certain, that by the end of I

"• the year the King would be out of all his necelTities,

by the hopes they had of fuccefs in the war. The
Earl of Shaftefbury was the chief man in this ad-

vice. He ejccufed it to me, telling me what ad- J

vantage the Bankers had made, and how juft it i

was for the King to bring them to an account, for i

their ufury and extortions : And added, that he i

never meant the flop (hould run beyond the yeap. i

He certainly Jcnew of it before hand ; and took all

his^own money out_.of the Bankers hands, and

warned fome of his friends to do the like. Lord
Lauderdale did about this time marry LadyDyfert,

upon his own Lady's death : And fhe writ me a

long account of the fhutting up of the Exchequer,

as both juft and necefiary, . The Bankers were

broke ; and great multitudes, who had trufted their

money in their hands, were ruined by this dif-

honourable and perfidious aftion. But this gave

the King only his own revenue again. So

other ways were to be found for an increafe pf

treafure.

The at-
" By the peace of Breda it was provided, that,

tempt on jq order to the fecurity of trade, no merchant's

Sm ?rl'a'^ ^^P^
Ihould be for the future fallen on, till fix

fleet. months after a declaration of war. The Dutch

had a rich fleet coming from Smyrna, and other

parts of the Mediterranean, under the c;onvoy

pf a few men of war. Our Court had advice

of this. And Holmes was ordered to lye in

wait for them, and to take them near the Ifle

qf Wight with eigh; men of war, As he was

failing
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failihg thither he met Spragge, who was return* 1672*
ing from the Straits with a fquadron of our fhips ; '^^-r'-u

and told him, that he bad failed along with the .

Dutch moft of the way, and that they would
pafs within a day or two. Holmes thought, he
was much too ftrong for them ; fo did not ac-

quaint Spragge with his defign : For, if he had
flopped him to affili in the execution, probably
the whole fleet had been taken, which was rec-

koned v/orth a million and a half. When they
came up, Holmes fell upon them : But their con-
voy did their part fo well, that not only the whole
fleet failed away, while they kept him in play,

but they themfelves got off at laft favoured by a
mifl: : And there were only a few fhips taken, of
fo fmall a value, that they were not worth the

powder that was fpent in the a6lion. This was a
breach of faith, fuch as even Mahometans and Py-
rates would have been afhamed of. The unfuc-
cefsfulnefs of it made it appear as ridiculous as ic

was baie. Holmes was prefled to put it on the
Dutch refufing to flirike fail. Yet that was fo falfe,

and there were fo many witnefles to it, that he had
not the impudence to affirm it.

. To crown all, a Declaration was ordered to be fat a Tcda-
mit, fufpending the execution of all penal laws, both ration for

againft Papifts and Nonconformifl:s. Papifts were no T°^^''*'

more to be profecuted for their way of worfhip in^'°""

their own houfes, and the Nonconformifts were al-

lowed to have open Meeting Houfesi for which they
were to. take out licences, and none were to diflurb
thofe who fnould meet for worfliip, by virtue ofthofe
licences. Lord Keeper Bridgman had lofl: all credit

at Court : So they were feeking an occafion to be rid
of him, who had indeed loll all the reputation he had
formerly acquired, by his being advanced to a poft
of which he was not capable. He refufed to put
the feal to the Declaration, as judging it contra-
try to law. So he was difmiflcd, and the Earl of

Shaftfbury
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1672. Shaftibury was made Lord Chancelloiir. Lord Clif-

^•'VX.' ford was made Lord Treafurer : Lord Arlington

and Lord Lauderdale had both of them the Garter :

And as Arlington was made an Earl, Lauderdale
was made a Duke : And this Junto, together with the

Duke of Buckingham, being called the Cabal, it

was obierved, that Cabal proved a technical word,
every letter in it being the firft letter of thofe

five, CKfford, Afhly, Buckingham, Arlington, and
Lauderdale. They had^ all of them, great prefents

from. France, befides what was openly given them :

For the French Ambaflador gave them all a pidure

of the King of France, fet in diamonds, to the value

of 30O0'h Thus was the Nation, and our religion,

as well as tlie King's faith and honour, fet to fale,

and fold. Lord Shaftibury refolved to recommend
.himfelf to the confidence of the Court by a new
ilrain, never before thought of. He laid, the writs

for choofmg the members of the Houfe of Com-
mons might be ilTued out in the intervals of a fef-

fion : and the eleftions made upon them were to be

returned into Chancery, and fettled there. So the

writs were ilTued out, but whether any eledions were

made upon them, and returned, I cannot tell. I

know, the Houfe of Commons intended to have im-

preached him, for this among other things •, but he

had the forefight and fkill to prevent it. When the

Declaration for Toleration was publifhed, great en-

deavours were ufed by the Court, to perfuade the

Nonconformifts to make addreffes and compliments

upon it. But few were fo blind as not to fee what

was aimed at by it.

The Pref- The Duke was now known to be a Papift ; and
byterians the Dutchefs was much fufpefted : Yet the Prefby-
^ave t e

tej-j^j^g came in a body ; and Dr. Manton, in their

Thanks name, thanked the King for it, which offended ma-

for the ny of their beft friends. There was alfo an order, to

Tolera- pay ^ yearly penfion of fifty pounds to moll of them,

and of an hundred pounds a year to the chief of the

party.

tion
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party. Baxter fent back his penfion, and would 1672.
not touch it -, but mofl of them took it. All this I <L«. '«^

t
.—J

fay upon Dr. Stiliingfleet's word, who afTured me,,

he knevv the truth of it : And in particular, he told >

me, that Pool, who wrote the Synopfis of the cri-

ticks, confelTed to him, that he had had fifty pounds
for two years. Thus the Court hired them to be
filent ; and the greated part of them were fo, and
very compliant. But now the pulpits were full of
a new ftrain. Popery was every where preached
againft, and the authority of the laws was much
magnified. The Bifhops, the Bilhop of London in

particular, charged the Clergy to preach againft Po-
pery, and to inform die people of the controverfy, 1

between us and the Church of Rome. This alarmed
the Court, as well as the City, and the whole Na-
tion. Clifford began to fhew the heat of his tem-
per ; and feemed a fort of Enthufiaft for Popery.
The King complained to Sheldon of this preaching
on controverfy, as done on purpofe to inflame the
people, and to alienate them from him and his Go-
vernment. Upon this Sheldon called fome of the
Clergy together, to confider what anfwer he fhouid
make the King, if he prelTed him any farther on
that head. Tillotfon was one of thefe : And he fug-
gefied this anfwer, that fince the King him.felf pro-
teffcd the Proteftant religion, it would be a thing
without a precedent, that he fhouid forbid his Cler-

gy to preach in defence of a religion which they be-
lieved, while he himfelf faid he was of it. But the
King never renev/ed the motion.

,

While things were in this fermentation, the The Dat*

Dutchefs of York died. It was oblerved, that for
^^^""^ °^

fifteen months before that time, fhe had not receiv-
J"^*^

ed the facrament j and that, upon all occafions, Ihe
'^

-

was excufing the errours, that the Church of Rome
was charged with, and was giviug them the bell
colours they were capable of. An unjnarried Clergy
vsas aifo a common topick with hen Morley had

been
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i6y2. been her father confelTour : For^ he told me, ititf

v-'S^'-'v pra<5i;ircd fecret confeffion to him, from the time

that file w^ tv/elve years old : And, when he was
fent away from the Court, he put her in the hands

of Blanford, who died Bifhop of Worcefter. Mor-
ky alfo told me, that, upon the reports that were

brought him of her flacknefs in receiving the facra-

ment, Ihe having been, for many years^ pundlual to

once a month, ^he had fpoken plainly to her about

it, and told her what inferences were made upon it.

She pretended ill health and bufinefs ; but protefted

to him, fhe had no fcruples with relation to her re-

ligion, and was ftill of the Church of England ; and

affured him, that no Popifli Prieft had ever taken

the confidence to fpeak to her of thofe matters. He
took a folemn engagement of her, that if fcruples

fliould arife in her mind, fhe would let him know
them, and hear what he fhould offer to her upon all

t:)f them. And he protefted to me, that, to her

ckvUh, flie never owned. to him that flie had any

fcruples, though fhe was, for fome days, entertained

by him at Farnham, after the date of the paper^

which was afterwards publifhed in her name. All

this palfed between the Bifliop and me, upon thg

Duke's fliewing me that paper, all writ in her own
hand, which was afterwards publifhed by Maimburg;

He would not let me take a copy of it ; but he gave

me leave to read it twice. And I went immediately

to Morley, and gave him an account of it j frorn^

whom I had all the paiticulars already mentioned.

And upon that he concluded, that that unhappy

Princefs had been prevailed oa to give falfe words

under her hand) and to pretend, that thefe were the

grourxis of her converfion. A long decay of health

came at lafl to a quicker crifis than had been appre-

' hended. All on a fudden fhe fell into the agony of

death. Blanford was lent for, to prepare her for it,

and to offer her the facrament. Before he could

come, the Queen came in, and fat by her. He was

modeft
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modeft and humble, even to a fault. So he had 1672.
nor prefence of mind enough to begin -prayers, *--»-y-^

v/hich probably would have driven the Queen out

of the room. But, that not being done, ihe pre-

tending kindnefs vv^ould not leave her. ' The Bifnop

fpoke but "little and fearfully. He happened to

fay, he hoped Ihe continued Hill in the truth

:

Upon which fiie alked, what is truth : And then,

her agony encreafmg, Ihe repeated the word Truth
Truth otten : And in a few minutes after (he died,

,
very little beloved, or lamented. Her haughtinefs

had raifed her m.any enemies. She was indeed a

firm, and a kind friend : But the change of her

religion, made her friends reckon her death, rather

a biefllng than a lofs at that time to them all. Her
father, when he heard of her fhaking, in her reli-

gion, was more troubled at it, than at all his own
misfortunes. He writ her a very grave and long

letter upon it, ehclofed in one to the Duke. But
^ihe was dead before it came into England. I have

fet down all that I know concerning the fatal alli-

ance with France, and our preparations for the

fecond Dutch war.

But that I may open the fcene more diftindlly,

I will give as particular an account, as I v/as able

to gather, of the affairs of the States of Holland

at this time. And, becaufe this was the fiith great

crifis, under which the whole Proteftant religion

was brought, I will lead my reader thro' a full

a<:cOunt of them all •, fiace 1 may probably lay

things before him, that he may othervvife pafs

over, without making due reiiedcions on them.

The firft crifis was, when Charles V. by theThefirft

•defeating the Duke of Saxony, and the gC'ting -ri^'^ of

him and the Landgrave of Hefle into his hands, ^
\; l^'

hadfubdued the Smalcaldick league-, in which ji^ion,

th£ ftrengthof the Proteftant religion did then con-

fifi:, having been v/eakened by the fucceeding

deaths of Henry VIII. and Francis I. Upon that

defeat ail fubmitted to the Emperor : Only the

Vol. I. F f Town



434 The History of the Reign

i6'72. Town of Magdeburgh flood out. The Emperor
V-—V—.'Ihould either not have trufted Maurice, or have

ufed him better : And it feems, that he reckoned

Maurice had neither religion nor honour, fince his

ambition had made him betray his religion, and

abandon his party. When Maurice had got the

Electorate, he made himfelf fure of the Army

;

and entered into an alliance with France, and other

Princes of the Empire •, and made fo quick a turn

on the Em.peror, that he had almoft furprifed him
at Inchfpruck, and of a fudden overturned all that

defign, upon which the Emperor had been labour-

ing for many years. This ended in the Edid: of

PafTau, which fettled the peace of Germany for

that time.

The fe- The fecond Crifis was, towards the end of Queen
cond Mary's reign, when the Proteftant religion feemed
<. nils.

extlnguifhed in England j and the two Cardinals

of Lorraifi and Granvell, then the chief Minifters

of the two Crowns, defigned a peace for that very

end, that their mafters might be at leifure to ex-

tirpate herefy, which was then fpreading in both

their dominions. But, after they had formed their

fcheme, Queen Mary died, and was fucceeded by

Queen Elizabeth in England. Soon after that the

King of France vvas accidentally killed : So that

Kingdom fell under a long continuance of a mi-

nority, and a civil war. And the Netherlands

felt from thence, and trom England, fuch encou-

ragement, that they made the longeft and braveft

refiftance that is to be found in all hiftory ; which

was in a great meafure owing to the obftinate and

implacable cruelty of Philip il. and his great dif-

tance from the fcene of the war ; and was paft all

pofiibility of being made up, by reafon of his per-

fidious breach of ail agreements, and his ufing

thole that ferved him well in fo bafe a manner, as

lie did both the Duke of Alva, and the Prince

of Parma.
The
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The third Crifis lafted from 1585^0 the year 1672.

15S9. Then began the League of France. The '——v——

'

Prince of Parma was victorious in the Nether- ^^^^
'^^"'"'^

lands. The Prince of Orange was murdered.

The States fell under great diftia6tions. And
Spain entered into a defign of dethroning the

(^ueei^ of England, and putting the Qtieen of Scots

in her (lead. In order to that they were for foms
years preparing the greateft fleet that the world

had ever feen, which came to be called the Invin-

cible Armada. AH Europe was amazed at thefe

great preparations : And many conjedcures were

made concerning the defign of fuch a vaft fleet.

Some thought of Conftantinople. Others talked

of j^igypt, in conjunction with the Emperor of

thevAbi%nes. But that v/hich was moll probable

was, that King Philip intended to make a great

eflbrt, and put an end to the war of the Nether-

lands in one campaign. At laft the true intent of

it was found out. VValfingham's chief fpies were

Priefls : As he ufed always to fay, an adtive, but

vicious, Prieft was the beft fpy in the world. By
one of thefe he had advice, that the King of Spain

had fixed on a refolution with relation to his fleet -,

but that it was not yet communicated to any of his

Miniilers in foreign Courts. The Kins; himfelf

had indeed writ a letter about it to the Pope : But
It was not entred in any office : So this was all that

the intelligence from Madrid could difcover. Upon
'this one was fent to Venice, from vvhence.the cor-

I refpondence with Rome was held. And at Rome
it was found out, that one of the Pope's chief con-

fidents had a Miiirefs, to whom tv^cnty thoufand
.

crowns were given, for a fight and copy of that

•-. letter. The copy of it was fent over foon alter

' Chriitmafs, in the winter 1586. By it the King
of Spain had acquainted the Pope, that the defign

of his fleet was to land in England, to deftroy

Qiieen Elizabeth and herefy, and to fee the Queen
of Scots on the throne : In this he had the con-

F f 2 cufrence
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currence of the Houfe of Guife : And he alfo de-

pended on the King of Scotland. This proved fa-

tal to the Queen or Scots. It is true. King James
fent one Steward, the anceftor of the Lord Blan-

tyj-e, who was then of his bedchamber, with an

earncfl and threatning meffage to Queen Elizabeth

for faving his mother. But in one of the inter-

cepted letters of the French Ambafiadours then

in Scotland, found among V/alfingham's papers,

it appears, that the King, young as he was then,

was either very double, or very inconftant in his

refolutions. The French Ambalfadour affured him,

that Steward had advifed the Queen to put a fpeedy

end to that bufinefs, which way fhe pleafed -, and

that as for his matter's anger, he would foon be

paciiied, if {he would but fend him dogs and deer.

The King was fo offended at this, that he faid, he

would hang him up in his boots, as foon as he

came back. Yet when he came back, it was fo

far fron^i that-, that he lay all that night in the bed-

chamber. As for the pompous EmbaiTy that was

km from France to proteft againfb it, Maurier has

told a very probable ftory, of Henry III. writing a

letter with them to the Queen, advifing her to

proceed v/ith all haile to do that, which the Em-
bafly was fent to prevent. He faw, the Houfe of

Guife built a great part of their hopes on the prof-

pe(5l of their coufm's coming to the Crown of

England, which would cut off all the hopes the

Houfe of Bourbon had of afTifiance from thence.

I have feen an original letter of the Earl of Lei-

cefcer's to the Earl ol Bedford, v/ho had married

his filler, and vvas then Governour of Berwick,

telling him, that, hov^? high foever the Frfnch Am-
baiTadours had talked in their harangues upon that

occafion, calling any proceeding againft the Queen
of Scots an open indignity, as well as an a6l of

hoftility againft France, fince flie was Queen Dowa-
ger of France -, yet all this was only mattej of

foriB and decency, that was extorted from^the

King
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King of France ; and, how high foever they might
,
talk, they were well affured he would do nothmg

j

upon it. So that unfortunate Qiseen fell at that

f'time, by reafon of the Spanifh preparations tocon-

I
quer England, under the pretence of fetting her

i on the throne. Sh.Q died, much more decently

I
than fhe had lived, in February 15S7.

But the Court of England faw, that if King The Spa-

' Philip's fleet was in a condition to conquer Eng- "'"'^^ ^^^^

land, he would not abandon the defign for her ^^^^1°^
being put out of the way ; and that he certainly intcndei,

intended to conquer it for himfelf, and not for •

another. So orders were given to make all pofll-

ble hade with a fleet. Yet they were fo little

provided for fuch an invafion, that, tho' they had
then twenty good Ihips upon the ifliocks, it was
not poffible to get them in a condition to ferve

that fummer : And the defign of Spain was to fail

over in 1587. So, unlel% by corruption, or any
other method, the attempt could be put off for

that year, there was no fcrength ready to refill fo

powerful a fleet. But when it feemed not" poffible

to divert the prefent execution of fo great a de-
fign, a merchant of London to their furprife un-
dertook it. Fie was well acquainted with the ftatG-

of the revenue of Spain, with all their charge, and
all that they could raife. He knew all their funds
were fo fwallowed up, that it was impoffible for

them to vidual and let our their fleet, but by their

credit in the bank of Genoa. So. he undertook
to write to all the places of trade, and to get fuch
draughts made on that bank, that he fhould hf
that means have it fo entirely in his hands, that

there fliould be no nioney current there, equal to

the great occaflon of victualling the fleet of Spain,
He reckoned, the keeping fuch a treafure dead in

his hands, till the feafon of vidlualling was over,
would be a lofs of 400001. And at that rate he'

would fave England. He managed the matter
with fuch fecrecy, and fuccefs, that the fleet could

^ ^ 3 iiQC
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1672. not be let out that year. At.fo fmall a price, and

^,*-v«^ with fo fkilfal a manai^ement, was the Nation

faved at that time. This it feems was thought too

great a myftery of State to be communicated to

Cambden, or to be pubHfhed by him, when the

inftruclions were put in his hands for writing the

hiftory of that glorious reign. But the famous

Boyle, Earl of Cork, who had then a great fhare

in the affairs of Ireland, came to know it ; and

told it to two of his children, from whom I had

it. The fbory is fo coherent, and agrees fo well

with the ilate of afi'airs at that time, that it feems

highly credible. And, if it is true, it is certainly

one of the curioufeil paflages in our whole Eng-
lilli hiftory. 1 return from this digreffion, v/hich

J hope vv'ill be no unacceptable entertainment to

the reader : It is well known, how the defign of the

/krmada mifcarried : And foon after that the Duke
ofGuife y/as (tabbed; Not long after Henry 111. was
aifo ftabbed : And Elenry iV. fucceeded, who
broke the League, with M-hich the great defigns

of Spain fell to the ground. So happily did this

third Crifis pafs over.

T{,e The fourth Crifis was from the battle of Prague

fourth to the year 1630, in which, as was told in the firfb

Cniis. book, not only the Elector Palatine fell, but al-

moft all the Empire came under the Auftrian yoke.

All attempts to {hake it off proved unfuccefsful,

and fatal to thofe who undertook it, till the young
and great King of Sweden, Gufbavus Adolphus,

engaged in it. The wars of Rochelle, together

with the iofs of that important place, feemed to

threaten the defbrudion of the Proteftants of France.

England fell under thofe unhappy jealoufies, which

began a disjointing between the King and his peo-

ple. And the States were much preffed by the

Spaniards- under Spinola, Breda was taken. But

the worft of all was, a quarrel that was raifed be-

tween Prince Maurice and Barnevelt, that will re-

quire a fuller difculTion, than was offered in the

former
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former book. All agree, that William Prince of

Orange was one of the greateft men in ftory, who,'

after many attempts for the recovery of the liber-

ty of the Provinces, was in conclufion fuccefsful,

and formed that Repubhck. In the doing of it

he was guilty of one great error, unlefs he vvas

forced to it by the necellity of his affairs i which

was the fettling a negative in every one of the

Towns of Holland, in the matters of religion, of

taxes, and of peace and war. It had been muc|i

fafer, if it had been determined, that the two
thirds muft concur ; by which the Government
would have been much flronger. Some thought,

that he brought in fo many little T@v/ns to ba-

lance the greater, of whom he could not be fure -,

whereas he could more eafily manage thefe fmaller

ones. Others have faid, that he was forced to it,

to draw them to a more hearty concurrence in the

war, fmce they were to have fuch a {hare in the

Government for the future. But, as he fettled it,

the corruption of any one fmall Town, may pu^

all the affairs of Holland in great diforder. He
was alfo blamed, becaufe he laboured to raife the

power of the Stadtholder fo high, that in many-

regards it was greater, than the power of the Counts
of Holland had been. But this was balanced by
its being made elective, and by the fmall appoint-

ments he took to himfelf. It feems, he defigned

to have fettled that honour in his family : For af-

ter his death, there were reverfal letters found

among his papers from the Duke of Anjou, when
the Provinces invited him to be their Prince, by
which the Duke engaged himfelf to leave Piolland

and Zealand in the Prince's hands. Before he

died, he had in a great meafure loft the affections

of the Clergy ; becaufe he was very earneft for the

toleration of Papifts, judging that neceffary for

the engaging men of all perfuafions. In the com-
mon concerns of liberty, and for encouraging the

other Provinces to come into the union. This
F f 4 was
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1672. "vyas much oppofed by the preachers in Holland,

^-'Y-^.^ who we;e lor more violent methods. Thofe, v/ho

bat a few years before had complained of the cru-

dity of the Church of Rome, were no fooner de-

livered from that, than they began to call for the

fame ways of profecuting thofe who were of the

other fide. This made that great Prince lofe

ground with the zealots of his own fide before he
died. With him all their affairs funk fo faff, that

they fav/ the neceffity of feeking protedtion elfe-

where. Their Miniftcrs did of themfelves, with-

out the concurrence of the States, fend to Queen
Riizabeth, 'jto defire her to take them under her

protection, on fuch terms as fhe fhould prefcribe.

And, tho' the States were highly offended at this,

yet they durft not at that time complain of it,

inuch lefs puniili it : but were forced by the cla-

mour of their people to follow an example, that

was fo irregularly fct them. This I had from
JHalewyn of Dort, of whom I fhall have occafion

to write afterwards. When the Qiieen fent over

the Earl of Leicefler, with a new title, and an

authority greater than v/as either in the Counts of

Holland, or in the Stadtholder, by the name of

Supreme Governour : He as foon as he landed at

Flufhing went firft to Church, where he ordered

prayers to be offered up for a bleiiing on his coun-

jfels, and defired that he might receive the Sacra-

ment next day ; And there he made folemn

proteftations of his integrity and zeal. This pleaf-

ed the people fo much, that Barnevelt, and the

States at the'Hague, thought it neceffary to fecure

themfelves, from the effefts of fuch a threa.tning

popularity : So they fent. for the County afterwards

jPrince Maurice, who was then' at Leyden, not yet

eighteen, and chofe him Stadtholder of Holland
and Zealand. There had been no provifion made
againft th^t, in their treaty with the'Earl of Lei-

Ceffer. . Yet he was highly offended at it. I will

J ^Q no farther into the eitors of his government,
...
'-.-'-

- >
.

• „ ^^^^
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and the end that the Queen put to it -, which Ihe 1672.

did, as foon as it appeared that he was incapable ^-or***

of it, and was beginning to betray, and to fell

their belt places.

Prince Maurice and Barnevelt continued long; Diiteren-

in a perie6l coniunftion of counfels : Till upon f^
^'

the negotiations for a peace, or at leall for a truce, Prince

they differed fo much, that their friendfhip ended Mam-ice

in a moft violent hatred, and a jealoufy that could 0^ Orange

never be made up. Prince Maurice was for car-^" .„{!^^*

rymg on the war, which fet him at the head ot a

great army. And he had fo great an intereft in

the conquefts they made, that for that :«;ery. reafon

Barnevelt infufed it into the States, that they were

now fafe, and needed n^t fear the Spaniards any

more ; fo there was no reafon for continuing the

war. Prince Maurice on the other hand faid, their

perfecuted brethren in the Popifli Provinces want-

ed their help to fet them at liberty. The v/ork

feemed very eafy, and the profpedt of fuccefs v/as

great. In oppofition to thi^ it was faid ; fince the

feven Provinces were now fafe, why fhould they

extend their territories ^ Thofe who loved their

religion and liberty in the other Provinces might
come and live arnong them : This would encreafe

both their numbers, and their wealth : Whereas
the conqueft of Antwerp might prove fatal to

them : Befides, that both France and England in-

terpofed : They would not allow them to conquer

more, nor become more formidable. All the zea-

lous preachers were for continuing the war : And
thofe that were for peace were branded as men of

no religion, who had only carnal and political views.

While ithis was in debate every where, the difputes

began between Arminius and Gomarus, two fa-

mous profeffors at Leyden, concerning the decrees

of Go^, and the efficacy of grace -, in v/hich thofe

two great rrten, Maurice and Barnevelt, went upon
intereft, to lead the two parties, from which th'^y

tjioth differed in opinidp. Prince Maurice in pri-
'

vate



The H I s T o R Y of the Reign

vate always talked on the fide of the Arminians :

And Barnevelt believed predeftination firmly. But,

as he left reprobation out in his fcheme, fo he was
againft the unreafonable feverity with which the

Minifters drove thofe points. He found the Ar-
minians were the better patriots : And he thought

the other fide out of their zeal were engaged for

carrying on the war, fo as that they called all the

others indifferent as to all religion?, and charged

them as favourers of Spain and Popery. I will

go no farther into the differences that followed,

concerning the authority of the States General

over the feveral Provinces. It is certain, that

every Province is a feparated State, and has an

entire fovereignty within itfelf j and that the

States General are an aflembly of the deputies

of the feveral Provinces, but without any autho-

rity over them. Yet it was pretended, that

extraordinary difeafes required extraordinary re-

medies : And Prince Maurice, by the affiftance of

a party that the Minifters made for him among
the people, engaged the States to afllime an- au-

thority over the Province of Holland, and to put

the Government in new hands. A Court was
ereiled by the fame authority, to judge thofe who
had been formerly in the magiflracy. Barnevelt

was accufed, together v/ith Grotius, and fome

othors, as fomentors of fedition, and for raifing

diftra(5};ions in the country. He was condemned,

and beheaded. Others were condemned to per-

petual imprifonment. And every one of the

Judges had a,great gold medal given them, in the

reverfe of which the Synod of Dort was reprefent-

ed, which v/as called by the fame authority. I

faw one of thofe medals in the poflieflion of the

pofterity of one of thofe Judges. King James
afllfted Prince Maurice in all this : So powerfully

do the interefts of Princes carry them to concur in

things that are moft contrary to their own incli-

nations. The prevailing paffion of that King was
his
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his hatred of the Puritans : That made him hate

the fe opinions into which they went with great

heat : And, tho' he encouraged all that were of

the Arminian. party in his own dominions, yet he

helped to crufli them in Holland : He hated Bar-

nevelt upon another fcore ; for his getting the

cautionary towns out of his hands : And, accord-

ing to the nature of impotent pafHons, this carried

him to procure his ruin. After this vidory that

Prince Maurice had got over the party that op-

pofed him, he did not ftudy to carry it much far-

ther. He found quickly how much he had loft

the hearts of the people, who had before that time

made him their idol, and now looked on him with

horror. He ftudied to make up matters the beft

he could, that he might engage the States in the

Bohemian war. But all that was foon at an end.

It was plain, that he had no defign upon their li-

berty : Tho' he could not bear the oppofition, thac

he began to meet with from a free State.

His death put an end to all jealoufies : And his Prince

brother Prince Henry Frederick quickly fettled Henry

the difputes of Arminianifm, by the toleration that
rxk'rvvif?

was granted them. He was known to be a fecret govern

favourer of their tenets : He conduded the Armies "'-ent.

of the States with fo much fuccefs. and left them
fo much at liberty as to all their ftate affairs, that all

the jealoufies which his brother's conduct had raifed,

were quite extinguilhed by him. The States made
him great prefents. He became very rich. And his

fon had the furvivance of the Stadtholderfhip. But His fon*s

his fon had more of his uncle's fire in him, than ^eat.

of his father's temper. He oppofed the peace of
Munfter all he could. The States came then to

fee, that they had continued too long in their al-

liance with France againft Spain, fince France had
got the afcendant by too vifible a fuperiority. So
that their intereft led them now to fupport

Spain againft France. Prince William fell to be

in ill terms wiih his mother. And Ihe, who had
great
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great credit with the States, fet up fuch an opeia

oppofition to her fon, that the peace of Munfter
was in a great meafure the effe(5b of their private

quarrel. Prince WiHiam, being married into the

Royal family of England, did all he could to em-
broil the States with the new Common-wealth.

But he met with fuch oppofition, that, he, finding

the States were refolved to difmifs a great part

of their army, fuffered himfelf to be carried to

violent counfels. I need not enlarge on things

that are fo well known, as his fending fome of the

States prifoners to Loveftein, and his defign t®

change the government of Amfterdam, which was
difcovered by the pod-boy, who gave the alarm a
few hours before the Prince could get thither.

- Thefe things, and the effects that followed on
them, are well known : As is alfo his death which

followed a few weeks after, in the moft unhappy
time poffible for the Princefs Royal's pregnancy.

For as Ihe bore her fon a week after his death,

in the eighth month of her time, fo he came into

the world under great difadvantages. The States

were pofTeiTed with great jealoufies of the family,

as if afpiring to fubdue the liberties of their coun-

try was inherent in it, and infeparable from it.

His private affairs were alfo in a very bad condi-

tion : Two great jointures went out of his eftate,

to his mother, and grandmother, befides a vaft

debt that his father had contrad:ed to afTift the

King. Who could have thought that an infant,

brought into the world with fo much ill health,

and under fo many ill circumftances, was born

for the prefervation of Europe, and of the Pro-

'teilant religion? So unlike do the events of things

-|)rove to their firft appearances. And, fince I am
'writing of his birth, I will fet down a ftory, much
to the credit Of aftrology, how little regard fo-

ever I myfelf have to it. I had it from the late

Queen's own mouth : And fhe direfted me to

fome, who were of the Prince's Court in that-tirngj.
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v?ho confirmed it to me. An unknown perfon put

a paper into the old Princefs's hands, which llie

took from him, thinking it was a petition. When
ihe looked into it, fhe found it was her fon's nati-

vity, together with the fortunes of his life, and a.

full deduction of many accidents, which followed

very pan6lually, as they were predicted. But that

which was moil; particular was, that he was to have

a fon by a widow, and was to die of the fmall pox
in the twenty fifth year of his age. So thofe who
were apt to give credit to predictions of that fort

fancied, that the Princefs Royal was to die ; and
that he was upon that to marry the widow of fome
other perfon. It was a common piece of raillery

in the Court, upon the death of any Prince; to

afk what a perfon his widow was. But when he
was taken ill of the fmall pox, then the decy-

phering the matter was obvious, and it ftruck his

fancy fo much, that probably it had an ill cited:

upon him. Thus was the young Prince, born;
who was fome years after barred by the Perpetual

Edi6t, from all hopes of arriving at the Suadthol-

derfhip.

The chief error in De Wit's adminiftration was, The er-

that he did not again raife the authority of the o'- o^.

Council of State ; fince it was very inconvenient ^'^"'*

to have both the legiflature and the execution in ^q^,
the fame hands. It feemed necelTary to put the

conduct of affairs in a body of men, that fhould

indeed be accountable to the States, but iliould be
bred to bufinefs. By this means their counfels

might be both quick and fecret ; whereas, when
all is to be determined by the States, they can have
no fee rets : And they muit adjourn often to con-

fult their principals : So their proceedings muil
be flow. During De Wit's Miniilry, the Council
of State was fo funk, that it was confidered only
as one of the forms of the government. But the

whole execution was brought to the States them-
felves. Certainly a great afiembly is a very im-

3 proper
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1672. proper fubjsd of the executive part of power. It

*-*-v->^ is indeed very proper, that fuch a body fhoiild be

a check on thofe, who have the executive power

trufted to them. It is true, De Wit found it fo-*

which was occafioned by reafon of the Englifh

Ambaflador's being once admitted to fit in that

Council. They pretended, indeedj that it was only

on the account of the cautionary towns ; which

moved the States to give England a right to fome

fhare in their counfels. After thefe were reftored^

they did not think it decent to difpute the right

of the Ambaflador's fitting any more there. But

the eafier way was, the making that Council to

fignify nothing, and to bring all matters immedi-

ately to the States. It had been happy for De Wit
himfelf, and his country, if he had made ufe of

the credit he had, in the great turn upon Prince

William's death, to have brought things back to

the ftate in which they had been anciently ; fince

the eftablifhed errors of a conftitution and govern-

ment can only be changed in a great revolution.

He fet up on a popular bottom : And fo he was

not only contented to fuffer matters to go in the

channel in which he found them -, but in many
things he gave way to the raifing the feparated ju-

rifdidion of the towns, and to the leffening the

authority of the Courts at the Hague. This raifed

his credit, but weakened the union of the Pro-

vinces. The fecret of all affairs, chiefly the foreign

negotiations, lay in few hands. Others, who were

not taken into the confidence, threw all mifcar-

riages on him ; which was fatal to him. The re-

putation he had got in the war with England, and

the happy conclufion of it, broke a party that war,

then formed againfl; him. After that he didlated

to the States : And all fubmitted to him. The
concluding the Triple Alliance in fo fliort a time,

and againfl the forms of their government, fhewed,

how lure he was of a general concurrence with

every thing that he propofed. In the negotiations

between
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between the States, and France, and England, he

fell into great errors. He ftill fancied, that the

King of England muft fee his own interell fo vifi-

bly, in the exaltation of the Prince of Orange, that

he reckoned that the worfl that could happen was,

to raife him to the truft of Stadtholder •, fince En-

gland could not gain fo much by a conjunftipn

v/ith France, as by the King's having fuch an in-

tereft in their government, as he muft certainly

come to have, when his nephew fhould be their

Stadtholder. So he thought, he had a fure re-

ferve to gain England at any time over to them.

But he had no apprehenfion of the King's being a

Papift, and his defign to make himfelf abfolute at

home. And he was amazed to find, that, tho'

the Court of England had talked much of that

matter of the Prince of Orange, when the States

were in no difpofition to hearken to it, and fo

ufed it as a reproach or a ground of a quarrel, yet

when it came more in view, they took no fort of

notice of it, and feemed not only cold, but even

difpleafed with it. The Prince, as his natural re-

fervednefs faved him from committing many er-

rors, fo his gravity, and othtr virtues recommend-

ed him much to the Minifters, and to the body of

the people. The family of De Wit, and the town

of Amfterdam, carried ftill the remembrance of

what was pafs'd frefh in their thoughts. They
fet it alfo up for a maxim, that the making of

a Stadtholder Was tl:ie giving up their liberty, and

that the confequence of it would be, the putting

the fovereignty of their country in him, or at leaft

in his family. The long continuance of a Mi-
niftry in one perfon, and that to fo high a degree,

muft naturally raife envy, and beget difcontent,

cfpecially in a popular government. This made
many become De Wit*s enemies, and by confe-

quence the Prince's friends. And the Preachers

employed all their zeal, to raife the refpecl of the

people
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1672. people for a family, under which they had been fo

«—-y

—

> long eafy and happy.
The When the Prince was of full age, it was pro-
Pimce of pQfed in fo many places that he ihould have the

made^Ge- fLipi'^ani command of their armies and fleets, that

neral. De Wit faw the tide was too ftrong to be refifted.

So, after he had oppofed it long, he propofed

fome limitations, that (hould be fettled, previous

to his advancement. The hardeft of all v/as, that

he fhould bind himfelf by oath never to pretend to

be Stadtholder, nor fo much as to accept of it,

tho' it Ihould be offered him. Thefe conditions

were not of an eafy digeftion. Yet, it was thought

neceiTary, that the Prince fhould be once at the

head of their armies : That would create a great

dependence on him : And if God blefs'd him with

fliccefs, it would not be pofTible to keep him fo

lov/, as thefe limitations laid him : And the obli-

gation never to accept of the Stadtholderfhip could

only be meant of his not accepting the offer from

any tumultuary bodies of the populace, or the ar-

my ", but could not be a reftraint on him, if the

States Ihould make the offer, fmce his oath was

made to them, anc\ by confequence it was in their

power to releafe the obligation that did arife from

it to themfclves. The Court of England blamed

him for fubmitting to fuch conditions. But he

had no reafon to rely much on the advices of thofe,

who had taken fo little care of him during all the

credit they had with the States, while the Triple

Alliance gave them a great intereft in their affairs.

As foon as he v/as brought into the command of

the armies, he told me, he fpoke to De Wit, and

defired to live m an entire confidence with him.

Flis anfwer was cold : So he faw that he could not

. depend upon him. When he told me this, he

added, that he was certainly one of the greateft

men of the age,'and he believed he ferved his coun-

try faithfully. De Wit reckoned, that the French

gould not come to Holland but by the -Maefe.

And
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And he had taken great care of the garrifon of 1672.
Maeftricht 5 but very little of thofe that lay on the v-^ir*^

Rhine and the Ifelj where the States had many
places, but none of them good. They were ill

fortified^ and ill fupplied. But moft of them
were worfe commanded, by men ol no courage,

nor pracftice in military affairs, w^ho confidcred

their governments as places, of which they were

to make all the advantage that they could*

Now I come to give an account of the fifth The fifch.

Crifis brought on the whole Reformation^ which ^"^^^•

has been of the longeft continuance, fince we are

yet in the agitations of it. The defign was firft

laid againft the States. But the method of in-

vading them was furprizingj and not iook'd for.

The Eleftor of Coloign was all his life long a very

weak man : Yet it was not thought that he could

have been prevailed on to put the French in pof-

feffion of his country, and to deliver himfelf with

all his dominions over into their hands. When he

did that, all upon the Rhine were ftruck with llich

a confternation, that there was no fpirit nor cou-

rage left. It is true, they could not have made a

great refiftancei Yet if they had but gained a little

time, that had given the States fome leifure to

!ook round them, to fee what was to be done.

The King of France came down to Utrecht, The

like a land fiood. This ftruck the Dutch with fo F'"^"^^

juft a terror, that nothing but great errors in his
""®^-

management could have kept them, from deliver-

ing themfelves entirely up to him. Never was

more applaufe given with lefs reafon than theKir^

of France had upon this campaign. His iuccels

was owing rather to De Wit's errors, than to his

own conduft*. There was fo little heart or judg-

ment fliewn, in the management of that run of

fuccefs, that, when that year is fet out, as it may
well be, it v/iil appear to be one of the leaft glo-

rious of his life -, tho% when feen in a falfe light,

it appears one of the moft glorious in hiftory. The
Vol. I, G g conquel^
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conqueft of the Netherlands at that time might

have been fo eafily compafied, that, if his under-

Handing and his courage had not been equally de-

fedive, he could not have mifcarried in it. When
his army pafs'd the Rhine, upon v/hich fo much
eloquence and poetry have been bellowed, as if all

had been animated by his prefence and diredion, he

was viewing it at a very fafe diftance. When he

came to Utrecht, he had neither the Prince of *

Conde, nor Mr.-Turenne to advife with : And he

was wholly left to his Minifters. The Prince of

Conde was {lightly wounded, as he paffed the

Rhine : And Turenne was fent againft the Elector

of Brandenburgh, who was coming down with his

army, partly to fave his own country of Cleve,

but chiefly to affift his allies the Dutch. So the

King had none about him to advife with, but Pom-
ponne and Louvoy, when the Dutch fent to him
to know what he demanded. Pomponne's advice

was wife and moderate, and would in conclulion

have brought about all that he intended. He pro-

pofed, that the King Ihould reftore all that be-

longed to the feven Provinces, and require ofthem
only the places that they had without them -, chiefly

Maeftricht, Bois Le Due, Breda, and Bergen-op-

zoom : Thus the King would maintain an appear-

ance of preferving the feven Provinces entire,

which the Crown of France had always proteded.

To this certainly the Dutch would have yielded,

without any difficulty. By this he had the Spa-

nifh Netherlands entirely in his power, feparated

from Holland and the Empire ; and might have

taken them, whenfoever he pleafed. This would
have an appearance of moderation, and would flop

the motion that all Germany was now in •, which

could have no effecl, if the States did not pay and

But fo?- - fabfift the troops. Louvoy on the other hand pro-

lowed by pofed, that the King (hould make ufe of the con-
an ill ma-

fi-ei-j;^ation the Dutch were then in, and put them

Bienf ^^'- ol ^ condition of oppofing him for the future.

3 ^^
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He therefore advifed, that the King fhould de- 1672^
mand of them, befides all that Pomponne moved,

the paying a vail fum for the charge of that cam-
paign j the giving the chief Church in every town
for the exercife of the Popiih religion j and that

they Ihould put themfelves under the protedion

of France ; and Ihould fend an EmbaiTador every

-year with a medal acknowledging it ; and Ihould

Venter into no treaties, or alliances, but by the di-

redlions of France. The Dutch Embaffadors were

amazed, when they faw that the demands rofe to

fo extravagant a pitch. One of them fwooned
away, when he heard them read : He could nei-

ther think of yielding to them, nor fee hov/ they

could refill them. There was an article put in for

form, that they ihould give the King of England
full fatisfacftion. But all the other demands were

made without any concert with England, tho'

Lockhart was then following the Court.

I fay nothing of the fea fight in Solbay, in which
De Ruyter had the glory of furprizing the Engliih

fleet, when they were thinking lefs of engaging the

enemy, than of an extravagant preparation for

the ufual diforders- of the twenty ninth of May :

Which he prevented, engaging them on the twen-

ty eighth, in one of the moll obilinate fea fights

that has happened in our age •, in which the French

look more care of themfelves than became gallahc

men, unlefs they had orders to look on, and leave

the Engliih. and Dutch to nght it out, while they

preferved the force of France entire. De Ruyter

difabled the ihip in which the Duke was, whom
fome blamed for leaving his fnip too foon. Then
his perlbnal courage began firft to be called

in queilion. The Admiral of the blue fquadron

was burnt by a fire ihip, after a long engagement
with a Dutch iliip much inferior to hun in ilrength.

In it the Earl of Sandwich perifhed with a great

many about him, who would not leave him, as he

G s 2 would
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1672. would not leave his fhip, by a piece of obftinate

<,^v-*.j courage,, to which he was provoked by an indecent

refle6lion the Duke made, on an advice he had of-
'

fered, of drawing nearer the fhore, and avoiding

an engagement, as if in that he took more care of

himfelf than of the King's honour. The Duke of

Buckingham came aboard the fleet -, tho' it was
obferved, that he made great hafte away, when
he heard the Dutch fleet was in view. The Duke
told me, that he faid to him, fmce they might en-

gage the enemy quickly, he intended to make fure

of another world : So he defired to know who was
the Duke's Prieft, that he might reconcile himfelf

to the Church. The Duke told him, Talbot

would help him to a Prieft. And he brought one

to him. They were for fome time fhut up toge-

ther. And the Prieft faid, he had reconciled him
according to their form. The Duke of Bucking-
ham, who had no religion at heart, did this only

to recommend himfelf to the Duke's confidence.

The It may be eafily imagined, that all things were
Putc;i in at this time in great diforder at the Hague. The

femkS" French pofleffed themfelves of Naerdin : And a

party had entred into Muyden, who had the keys

of the gates brought to them. But they, feeing

it was an inconfiderable place, not, knowing the

importance of it, by the command of the water

that could drown all to Amfterdam, flung the

keys into the ditch, and went back to Naerden.

But when the confequence of the place was under-

ftood, another party was fent to fecure it. But be-

fore their return, two battalions were fent from the

Prince of Orange, who fecured the place ; and by

that means preferved Amfterdam, where all were

trembling, and thought of nothing but of treating

and fubmifllon. I'he States were very near the

extremities of defpair. They had not only loft

many places, but all their garrifons in them.

Guelder, Overyllel, and Utrecht, were quite loft

:

And

tiemities.
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And the Billiop of Munfter Vv^as making aformi- 1672.

dable impreffion on Groninghen, and at lail be- v--v^

fieged it. All thefe misfortunes came fo thick one

after another, that no fpirit was left. And, to

compleat their ruin, a jealoufy was fpread thro*

all Holland, that they were betrayed by thofe who
were in the government j and that De Wit intend^

ed, all fhould perilh, rather than the family of

Orange lliould be fet up. Mombas, one of their

Generals, who married De Groot's filler, had

bafely abandoned his pofc, which was to defend

the Rhine where the French pafTed it : And when
he was put in arreft for that, he made his efcape,

and went to the French for fancluary. Upon this

the people complained loudly : And the States

were fo puzzled, that their hearts quite failed them.

When they w^ere aflembled, they looked on one

another like men amazed ; fometimes all in tears.

Once the Spanifh EmbalTador came, and demand-
ed audience. And when he was brought in, he

told them, that out of the afl^eftion that he ,bore

them, and the union of his Mafter's intereft with

theirs, he came to blame their condud: : They
looked fad : They never appeared in the Vorhaut

in their coaches : And upon all occalions they

looked like men defpairing of their country : This

quite difheartened their people : Therefore he ad-

vifed them to put on another countenance, to pub-

lifh that they had good nev/s, that their allies were

in march -, and to feed their people with probable

ftories, and fo to keep up their fpirits. They
thought the advice was feafonable, and followed it.

They fent two EmbafTadors, Dycvelt and Ha- Embaffa-

lewyn, to join with Borel, who was flill in Eng-dorsfenc

land, to try if it was poflible to divide England
J<^

^"g-

from France. And the morning in which they ^^ '

were difpatch'd away, they had fecret powers given

them to treat, concerning the Prince of Orange's

being their Stadtholder : For Lord Arlington had

fo oft reproached Borel for their not doing itj that

G g 3 hd



The History of the Reign

he in all his letters continued ftill to prefs that on
them. When they came over, they were for

form's fake put under a guard. Yet Borel was

,
futfered to come to them ; and was tranfported

with joy, when they told him what powers they

had in that affair of the Prince. And immediately

he went to Lord Arlington : But came foon back,

like one amazed, when he found that no regard

was had to that, which he had hoped would have
entirely gained the Court. But he was a plain

man, and had no great depth. The others were
fent to Hampton Court •, and were told, that the

King would not treat feparately, but would fend

over EmbafTadors to treat at Utrecht. They met
fecretly with many in England, and informed

themfelves by them of the ftate of the Nation.

They gave money liberally, and gained fome in

the chief offices to give them intelligence. The
Court underftanding that they were not idle, and
that the Nation was much inflamed, lince all the

offers that they made were rejefted, commanded
them to go back. The Duke of Buckingham
and Lord Arlington were ordered to go to Utrecht.

And, to give the Nation fome fatisfaftion. Lord
Hallifax was fent over afterwards. But he was

not in the fecret. The Dutch, hearing that their

Embaffadors were coming over without making
peace with England, ran together in great num-
bers to Maefiand fluice, and refolved to cut them

' in pieces at their landing ; for they heard they were

at the Brill. ' But, as they were crofTing the Maes,
a little boat met them, and told them of their

danger, and advifed them tO land at another place,

where coaches were ftaying to carry them to the

Hague. So they miffed the ftorm, that broke oiit

fatally at the Hague the next day, where mens
minds were in great agitation.

Tlie tra- De Wit was once at nio;ht eoinorhome from the
gicai end St;;jtes, when four perfons fet on him to murder

ixn,-
* him. He fhewed on that occafion both an intre-

'" '^

' ^
'

. Pi4
Witt.
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pid courage, and a great prefence of mind. He 1672.
was wounded in feveral places. Yet he got out of v.-«vw

their hands. One of them was taken, and con-

demned for it. All De Wit's friends preffed him
to fave his life. But he thought, that fuch an at-

tempt, on a man in his poft, was a crim.e not to be

pardoned ; tho', as to his own part in the matter,

he very freely forgave it. The young man con-

felled his crime, and repented of it : And proteft-

ed he was led to it by no other conlideration, but

that of zeal for his country and religion, which
he thought were betrayed. And he died as in a

rapture of devotion, which made great impreflion

on the fpeftators. At the fame time a Barber ac-

cufed De Wit's elder brother of a pra6tice on him,

in order to his murdering the Prince. There were

fo many improbabilities in his ftory, which was
fupported by no circumftances, that it feemed no
way credible. Yet Cornelius de Wit was put to

the torture on it, but ftood firm to his innocence.

The fentence was accommodated rather to the ftate

of affairs, than to the ftrift rules of juflice. In the

mean time, while his brother had refigned his

charge of Penfionary, and was made one of the

Judges of the High Court, Cornelius De W^it was
banifhed ; which was intended rather as a fending

him out of the way, than as a fentence againft

him. I love not to defcribe fcenes of horror, as

was that black and infamous one committed on the

two brothers. I can add little to what has been

fo often printed. De Wit's going in his own
coach to carry his brother out of town was a great

error : And looked like a triumph over a fentence,

which was unbecoming the character of a Judge,
Some furious agitators, who pretended zeal for the

Prince, gathered the rabble together. ' And by
that vile a6lion that followed they did him more
hurt, than they were ever able to repair. His
enemies have taken advantages from thence to caft

|he infamy of this on him, and on his party, to

Q g 4 m^ke
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1672. make them all odious 5 tho' the Prince fpoke of is

.Upot*^ always to me with the greatefl horror poflible.

The Minifters in Holland did upon this occafion

fhew a very particular violence. In their fermons,

an^ in fome printed treatifes, they charged the

Judges with corruption, who had carried the C^a-

tence no farther than to banifhment : And com-
pared the fate of the De Wits to Haman*s.

The I need not relate the great changs of the Magif-
Pnnce of

^^^^^y j^ ^ll the Provinces •, the repealing the Per-

made" petual Edi6t ; and the advancing the Prince of

Stadthol- Orange to be Stadtholder, after they had voided
^^^' the obligation of the oath he had taken, about

which he took fome time to deliberate. Both Law-
yers and Divines agreed, that thofe to whom he

had made that oath releafing the obligation of it,

he was no longer bound by it. The States gave

him, for that time, the full power of peace and

war. All this was carried farther by the town of

Amflerdam •, for they fent a deputation to him,

offering him the fovereignty of their town. When
he was pleafed to tell me this paffage, he faid, he

knew the reafon' for which they made it was, be-

caufe they thought all was loil ; And they chofe

to have the infamy of their lofs fall on him, rather

than on themfelves. He added, that he was fure

the country could not bear a fovereign ; and that

they would contribute more to the war, when it

was in order to the preferving their own liberty,

than for any Prince whatfoever. So he told them,

that, without taking any time to confult on the

> anfwer to be made to fo great an offer, he did im-

mediately refufe it. He was fully fatisfied with

the power already lodged with him, and would ne-

ver endeavour to carry it any farther.

The Prince's advancement gave a new life to the

whole country. He, tho' then very young, and

little acquainted with the affairs of State or War,
did apply himfelf fo to both, that, notwithftand-

isg the defperate ftate in which he found matters,
- X '• • '

•

he
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he neither loft heart, nor comnnitted errors, The 1672.

Dui<.eQf Buckingham and the Lord Arlington tried v^-v-v

to bring the King of France to offer them better

terms •, but in vain. That Prince was fo iiltod up, jy^^ -j7^,y^

that lie feeimed to confider the King very little. li(h Em-'*

While he was fo high on the one hand, and the baffadors

Prince of Orange fo fteady on the other, the Eng-
JJ''^'"^jj

.

li£h Embaffadors foon faw, that all the offices they (-he inter-

could do were ineffectual. One day the Prince eft of

(who told me this himfelf) was arguing with them France.

upon the King's condu6l, as the moft unaccount-

able thing pofiible, who was contributing fo m.uch

to the exaltation of France, which muft prove in

conclufion fatal to himfelf -, and was urging this in

feveral particulars. The Duke of Buckingham
broke out in an oath, which was his ufual ftyle, and
faid, he was in the right ; and fo offered to fign a

peace immediately with the Prince. Lord Arling-

ton feemed amazed at his rafhnefs. Yet he per-

fifted in it, and faid pofitively he would do it.

The Prince upon that, not knowing v/hat fecret

powers he might have, ordered the articles to be
engroffed. And he believed, if he could poffibly

have got them ready while he was with him, that

he would have figned them. They were ready by
next morning : But by that time he had changed his

mind. That Duke at parting preflfed him much,
t;© put himfelf wholly in the King's hands; and af-

fured him he v/ould take care of his affairs, as of his

own. The Prince cut him fhort : He faid, his

country had trufted him, and he would never de-

ceive, nor betray them for any bafe ends of his own.
The Duke anfwered, he was not to think any more
of his country, for it was loft : If it fhould weather
out the fummer, by reafon of the waters that had
drowned a great part of it, the winter's froft would
lay them open : And he repeated the words often, do
not you fee it is loft .? The Prince's anfwer de-
ferves to be remembred : Fie faid, he faw it was
indeed in great danger : But there was a fure way ne-

ver to fee it loftj and that was to die in the laft ditch.

The
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1672. The perfon that the Prince relied on chiefly, as

C-v^^ to the affairs of Holland, was Fagel : A man very
Thecha- learned in the law, who had a quick apprehenfion,

P^^J and a clear and ready judgment. He had a co-
^ * pious eloquence, more popular than corre(5l : And

was fit to carry matters with a torrent in a nume-
rous aflembly. DeWit had made great ufe of

him ; for he joined with him very zealoufly in

the carrying the Perpetual Edidb, which he ne-

gotiated with the States of Frizeland, who op-

pofed it moft : And he was made Greffier, or Se-

cretary to the States General, which is the moft

beneficial place in Holland. He was a pious, and
virtuous man : Only he was too eager, and vio-

lent. He was too apt to flatter himleif. He had
much heart, when matters v/ent well j but had not

the courage that became a great Minifter, on un-

eafy and difficult occafions.

Prince . Prince Waldeck was their Chief General : A
Waldeck. j^^n of a great compafs, and a true judgment ;

equally able in the cabinet, and in the camp. But

he was always unfuccefsftil, becaufe he was never

furniflied according to the fchemes that he had laid

down. The opinion that Armies had of him, as

an unfortunate General, made him really fo : For
foldiers cannot have much heart, when they have

not an entire confidence in him, that has the chief

command.
Dickvelt, Dickvelt on his return from England, feeing

the ruin of the De Wits, with whom he was for-

merly united, and the progrefs the French had

made in Utrecht, where his eflate and intereft lay,

defpaired too fopn ; and went and lived under

them. Yet he did great fervice to his Province.

Upon every violation ' of articles, he went and

demanded juftice, and made proteflations with a

boldnefs, to which the French were fo little ac-

cuftomed, that they were amazed at it. Upon
the French leaving Utrecht, and on the re-efta-

blifliing that Province, he was left out of the Go-
yernment,
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vernment. Yet his great abilities, and the infi-

nuating fmoothnefs of his temper, procured him
ib many friends, that the Prince was prevailed on

to receive him into his confidence : And he had ^

great fhare of it to the laft, as he well deferved.

He had a very perfedt knowledge of all the affairs

of Europe, and great praftice in many EmbafTies.

He fpoke too. long, and with too much vehe-

mence. He was in his private deportment a vir-

tuous and religious man, and a zealous Prote-

ftant. In the adminiftration of his Province, which
was chiefly trufted to him, there was great com-r

plaints of partiality, and of a defeftive juflice.

' Halev^yn, a man of great intereft in the town ^^^

of Dort, and one of the Judges in the Court ^
^^^>'^"

of Holland, was the perfon of them all whom I

knew beft, and valued moft : And was the next

Fagel in the Prince's confidence. 'He had a great

compafs of learning, belides his own profeiTion,

in which he was very eminent. He had ftudie^

divinity with great exaftnefs ; and was well read

in all hiftory, but moft particularly in the Greek
and Roman authors. He was a man of great vi-

vacity : He apprehended things foon, and judged
very correftly. He fpoke fhort, but with life.

He had a courage and vigour in his counfels, that

became one, who had formed himfelf upon the bell

models in the ancient authors. Pie was a man of

fevere morals. And as he had great credit in the

Court where he fate, fo he took care that the par-

tialities of friendfhip fhould not mix in the ad-

miniftration of juftice. He had in him all the

beft notions of a great patriot, and a true Chri-

ftian phiiofopher. He was brought in very early

to the fecret of affairs, and went into the bufinefs

of the Perpetual Edi6t very zealoufly. Yet he

quickly faw theerror of bringing matters of State

immediately into numerous affemblies. He con-

fidered "the States maintaining in themfelves the

Sovereign power, as the bafis upon which the li-

berty
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1672. berty of their country was built. But he thought,

vnrw the adminiftration of the government muft be

lodged in a Council, He thought it a great mif-

fortune, that the Prince was fo young at his firft

exaltation -, and fo poflefled with military matters,

to which the extremity of their affairs required

that he fhould be entirely applied, that he did not

then correct that error, which could only be done
upon fo,extraordinary a conjunfture. He faw the

great error of De Wit's miniftry, of keeping the

iecret of affairs fo much in his own hands. Such
a precedent was very dangerous to publick liber-

ty, when it was in the power of one man to give

up his country. Their people could not bear the

lodging fo great a, truft with one, who had no
diflindion of birth or rank. Yet he faw it was
neceflary to have fuch an authority, as De Wit's

merits and fuccefs had procured him, lodged fome
where. The factions and animofities, that were in

almoft all their tovv^ns, made it as neceffary for

their good government at home, as it was for the

command of their armies abroad, to. have this

power trufted to a perfon of that eminence of birth

and rank, that he might be above the envy, that is

always among equals, when any one of them is

raifed to a difproportioned degree of greatnefs

above the reft. He obferved fome errors that were

in the Prince's conduft. But after all, he faid, it

was vifible that he was always in the true intereft

of his country : So that the keeping up a fadtion

againft him was like to prove fatal to all Europe,

as well as to themfelves-

The The greateft misfortune in the Prince's affairs

J""^^
was, that the wifeft, and the moft confiderable

correftthe^^s^^ in their towns, that had been acquainted with

errors he the conduft of affairs formerly, were now under a
fell in at cloud, and were either turned out of the Magi-
^'^^'

ftracy, or thought it convenient to retire from bufi-

nefs. And many hot, but poor men, who had

fignalized their zeal in the turn newly made, came
te



of King C H A R L E s II.

to be called the Prince's friends, and to be put

every Where into the Magiilracy. They quickly

loft all credit, having little difcretion, and no au-

thority. They were, very partial in the govern-

ment, and oppreffive, chiefly of thofe of the other

fide. The Prince faw this fooner than he could

find a remedy for 'it. But by degrees the men of

the other fide came into his interefb ; and promifed

to ferve him faithfully, in order to the driving out

the French, and the faving their country. The
chief of thofe were Halewyn of Dort, Pats of Rot-
terdamj, and Van Beuning of Amfterdam.
The laft of thefe was fo well known, both in VanBeun-

France and England, and had fo great credit in his ^"S'® *^^^"

.

own town, that he deferves to be more particularly

fet out. He was a man of great notions. He had
a wonderful vivacity, but too much levity in his

thoughts. His temper was inconftant ; firm, and
pofitivc for a while j but apt to change, from a

giddinefs of mind, rather than from any falfehood

in his nature. He broke twice with the Prince,

after he eame into a confidence with him. He
employed me to reconcile him to him for the third

time : But the Prince faid, he could not truft him
any more. He had great knov/ledge in all fcien-

ces, and hadfuch a copioufnefs of invention, with

fuch a pleafantnefs, as well as a variety of conver-

fation, that 1 have often compared him to the

Duke of Buckingham : Only he was virtuous, and
devout; much in the enthufiaftical way. In the-

end of his days he fet himfelf wholly to mind the

Eaft-India trade. But that was an employment
not fo well fuited to his natural genius. And it

ended fatally : For the adions finking on the fud-

den on the breaking out of a new war, that funk
him into a melancholy, which quite diftrafted

him. The town of Amfterdam was for many Errors

years conduded by him as by a didator. And comir.it-

that had expofed them to as many errors, as the ^^^^Y ^^^

irregularity ofhis notions fuggefted. The break- i^^q-^^..

, 5 ingdam-
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Ing the Weft-India company^ and the lofs of

Munfter in the year 165S, was owing to that. It

was then demonftrated, that the lofs of that town
laid the States open on that fide ; and that Mun-
fter, being in their hands, would not only cover

them, but be a fit place for making levies in Weft-
phalia. Yet Amfterdam would not confent to that

new charge -, and fancied, there was no danger on
that fide. But they found afterwards, to their

coft, that their unreafonable managery in that par-

ticular drew upon them an expence of many mil-

lions, by reafon of the unquiet temper of that

martial Bifhop, who had almoft ruined them this

year on the fide of Frifeland. But his mifcarriage

in the liege of Groninghen, and the taking Coe-

vorden by furprize in the end of the year, as it

was among the firft things that raifed the fpirits

of the Dutch, fo both the Biihop's ftrength and

reputation funk fo entirely upon it, that he never

gaye them any great trouble after that.

Another error, into v/hich the frugality of Am*
fterdam drew the States, was occafioned by the of-

fer that D'Eftrades, the French Embaffador, made
them in the year 1663, of a divifion of the Spa-

nifh Netherlands, by which Oftend and a line from

thence to Maftricht, within which Bruges, Ghent,

and Antwerp, were to be comprehended, was of-

fered to them ; the French defiring only St. Omer,
Valencienn«s, Cambray, and Luxemburgh : And
the dominions that lay between thofe lines were to

be a free Commonwealth ; as Kalewyn aflured me,

who faid, he was in the fecret at that time. This

was much debate^' all Holland over. It was vifi-

ble, that this new Commonwealth, taken out of

the hands of the Spaniards, muft naturally have

fallen into a dependence on the States •, and have

become more confiderable, when put under a bet-

ter condudl. Yet this would have put the States

at that time to fome confiderable charge. And,

to avoid that, the propofition was rejected, chiefly

by



of King Charles IL 463

by the oppofition that Amfterdam made to it j 1672.

where the prevaihng maxim was, to reduce their v.-.-v->-»

cxpence, to abate taxes, and to pay their publicic

debts. By fuch an unreafonable parfimony mat-

ters were now brought to that ftate, that they

were engaged into a war of fo vaft an expence,

that the yearly produce of their whole eflates, did

not anfwer all the taxes, that they were forced to

lay on their people.

After the Prince faw, that the French demands The

were at this time fo high, and that it was not pof- P^'^^ce

fible to draw England into a feparate treaty, he the'sLes
got the States to call an extraordinary aflembly, to conti-

the mofl: numerous that has been in this age. To nue the

them the Prince fpoke near three hours, to the ^^^'

amazement of all that heard him, which was own-
ed to me by one of the deputies of Amfterdam.
He had got great materials put in his hands, of

which he made very good ufe. He firft went

thro* the French propofitions, and fhewed the con-

fequence and the efFefts that would follow on
them •, that the accepting them would be certain

ruin, and the very treating about them would
diftrad: and difpirit their people : He therefore

concluded, that the entertaining a thought of thefe

was the giving up their country : If any could '

hearken to fuch a motion, the lovers of religion

and liberty muft go to the Indies, or to any other

country where they might be free and fafe. After

he had gone thro' this, near an hour, he in the

next place fhewed the poffibility ofmaking a ftand,

notwithftanding the defperate ftate to which their

affairs feemed reduced : He fhewed the force of

all their allies ; that England could not hold out

long without a Parliament ; and they were well

aflured, that a Parliament would draw the King
to other meafures : He Ihewed the impofTibility of

the French holding out long, and that the Ger-
mans coming down to the lower Rhine muft make
them go out of their country, as faft as they

came
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1572. canieintoit. In all this he fhewedj that he had
«-^v-w a great infight irlto the French affairs. He came

latt to Ihew, how it was poffible to raife the taxes
that muft be laid on the country, to anfwer fuch a
vaft and unavoidable expence-j and fet before them
a great variety ofprojeds for raifing money. He
concluded, that if they laid down this for a foun-
dation, that religion and liberty could not be
purchafed at too dear a rate^ and that therefore
every man among them, and every Minifter in the
country, ought to infufe into all the people, that they
moft fubmit to the prefent extremity, and to very
extraordinary taxes : by this means, as their peo-
ple would again take heart, fo their enemies would
lofc theirs, who built their chief hopes on that uni=

verfai dejedion among them,- that was but too vi-

fible to all the world. Every one that was pre-

fent feemed amazed to hear fo young a man fpeak

to fo many things, with fo much knowledge, and
, fo true a judgment; It raifed his charafter won-

derfully, and contributed not a little to put ney
life into a country, almoft dead with fear, and dif-

pirited with fo many lolfes. They all refolved to

maintain their liberty to the laft ; and, if things

Ihould run to extremities, to carry what wealth

they could with them to the Eaft-Indies. The
ftate of the fhipping capable of fo long a voyage

was examined ; And it was reckoned, that they

could tranfport above two hundred thoufand peo-

ple thither.

The Yet all their courage would probably have ftood
French

ti^^jj^ j^ little Head, if the King of France could

back u)°^^
have been prevailed on to (lay longer at Utrecht.

.iFaris. But he made hafte to go back to Paris. Some
faid, it was the eifed of his amours, and that it

was haftened by fome quarrels among his Mif-

trcfles. Others thought^ he was haftening to re-

ceive the flatteries that were preparing for him

ihtm. And indeed in the outward appearances of

ithinj^' there was great occafion for them ; fince

he
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he had a run of fuccefs beyond all expectation, 1672.
tho' he himfelf had no fhare in it, unlefs it was lyVNI
to fpoil it. He left a garrifon in every place he

took, againft Turenne's advice, who was for dif-

mantling them all, and keeping his' army ftill

about him. But his Minifters faw fo far into his

temper, that they refolved to play a fare game^

and to put nothing to hazard. Upon the Eledor
of Brandenburgh's coming down, Monfieur Tu-
renne was fent againft him : By which means the

army about the King was fo diminiltied, that he

could undertake no great defign, befides the fiege

of Nimeguen, that held out lome weeks, with fo

fmall 3 force. And tho' the Prince of Orange
had not above eight thoufand men about him,

employed in keeping a pafs near Woerden, yet

no attempt was made to force him from it.

Another probable reafon of his returning back fo

foon was, a fuggeftion of the defperate temper of

the Dutch, and that they were capable of under-

taking any defign, how black foever, rather than

periih. Some told him of vaults under the ftreets

of Utrecht, where gun powder might be laid to

blow him up, as he went over them : And all

thefe were obferved to be avoided by him. He
would never lodge within the town, and came but

feldom to it. He upon one or other of thefe mo-
tives went back. Upon which the Prince of

Conde faid, he faw he had not the foul of a con-

queror in him ; and that his Minifters were the

beft CommiSy but the pooreft Minifters in the

world, who had not fouls made for great things,

or capable of them.

If the King had a mind to be flattered by his

people, he found at his return enough even to

furfeit him. Speeches, verfes, infcriptions, tri-

umphal arches, and medals were prepared with
^

a profufion, and excefs of flattery, beyond what
had been offered to the worft of the Roman Em-
perors, bating the ceremony of adoration. But

Voi,. I, H h bUf-

k
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blafphemous impieties were not wanting to raile,

and feed his vanity. A folemn debate was held

all about Paris, what title fhould be given him,

Le Grand was thought too common. Some were

for Invincible. Others were for Le Conquerant.
* Some, in imitation of Charlemagne, for Lewis

Le magne. Others were for Maximus. But Tres
Grand founded not fo well : No more did Maxi-
nie. So they fettled on Le Grand. And all the

bodies of Paris feemed to vie in flattery. It ap-

peared, that the King took pleafure in it : So
there has followed upon it the greateft run of the

moft fulfom flattery that is in hifl:ory. Had the

King of France left fuch a man as Turenne at

Utrecht, it might have had ill effects on the refo-

lutions taken by the Dutch. But he left Luxem-
burgh there, who had no regard to articles •,

but made all people fee what was to be expedtcd,

when they fhould come under fuch a yoke, that

was then fo intolerable a burden, even while it

ought to have been recommended to thofe, who
were yet free, by a gentle adminiilration. This
contributed not a little to lix the Dutch, in

thofe obftinate refolutions they had taken up.
'^^^ There was one very extraordinary thing that

^d b
happened near the Hague this fummer : I had

fome ex- ^^ trom many eye witneflTes : And no doubt was
fraordi- made of the truth of it by any at the Hague,
nary Pro- Soon after the Englifli fleet had refitted them-
"viaecte.

fgjygg^ ^fQj. ^j^^y j^^d generally been much dama-
ged by the engagement in Solbay,) they appear-

ed in fight of Schevcling, making up to the

fhore. The tide turned : But they reckoned that

with the next flood they would certainly land the

forces that were aboard, where they were like to

meet with no refiflance. So they fent to the Prince

for fome regiments to hinder the defcent. He could

not fpare many men, having the French very near

him. So between the two the country was given

&? loft, unlels De Ruyter lliould quickly come
up.
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up. The flood returned, which they thought was

to end in their ruin. But to al-1 their amazement,
after it had flowed two or three hours, an ebb of

many hours fucceeded, which carried the fleet

again to the fea. And, before that was fpent, De
Ruyter came in view. This they reckoned a mi-

racle wrought for their prefervation. Soon after

that they efcaped another defign^ that otherwife

would very probably have been fatal to them.

The Earl of OfTory, eldeft fon to the Duke of O^^^'T 5^-

Ormond, a man of great honour, generofity, andj-^"
^-^^J^

courage, had been oft in Holland : And, coming Helvoet-

by Helvoetfluys, he obferved, it was a place of fluys.

great confequence, but very ill looked to. The
Dutch trufliing to the danger of entring into it,

more than to any fl:rength that defended it, he

thought it might be eafy to feize, and fortify that

place. The King approved this. So fome fhips

were Iheathed, and victualled, as for a voyage to

a great diftance. He was to have five men of
war, and tranfport fhips for twelve or fifteen hun-
dred men. And a fecond fquadron, with a far-

ther fupply, if he fucceeded in the attempt, was
to follow. He had got two or three of their pi-

lots brought out on a pretended errand : And thefe

lie kept very fafe to carry him in. This was com-
municated to none, but to the Duke, and to Lord
Arlington : And all was ready for the execution.

Lord OfTory went to this fleet, and faw every

. thing ready as was ordered, and came up to re-

ceive the King's failing orders. But the King,

who had ordered him to come next morning for

his difpatch, difcovered the defign to the Duke
of Buckingham, who hated both the Duke of Or-
mond, and Lord Oflbry, and would have feen

the King and all his affairs perifh, rather than
^-^ that a perfon whom he hated fliould have the ho-

nour of fach a piece of merit. He upon that

did turn all his wit to make the thing appear ri-

diculous, and impradicabie. He reprelented it

H h 2 as
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1672. as unfafe on many acGoimts ; and as a defperate

Sy^V~\J ilroke, that put things, if it lliould fucceed, out

of a poffibility of treaty or reconciliation. The
King could not withftand this. Lord OlTory found

next: morning, that the King had changed his

mind. And it broke out, by the Duke of Buck-
ingham's loofe way of talking^ that it was done

by his means. So the defign was laid afide. But
when the peace was made, Lord OlTory told it to

the Dutch Embaffadors : And faid, fince he did

not deftroy them by touching
;
them in that weak

and fore part, he had no mind they Ihould lye any

longer open to fuch another attack. When the

Embaffadors wrote this over to their mafters, all

were fenfible, how eafy it had been to have feized,

and fecured that place ; and what a terrible difor-

der it would have put them in : And upon this

they gave order to put the place in a better pofture

of defence for the future. So powerfully did fpite
' work on thofe about the King : And fo eafy was
he to the man of wit and humour. The Duke
ftaid long at fea, in hopes to have got the Eaft

India fleet. But they came failing fo near the

German coaft, that they palTed him before he was
aware of it. So he came back after a long and
inglorious cam-paign. He loft the honour of the

a6tion that was at Solbay •, and miffed the wealth

ot that fleet, which he had long waited for.

An army I will compleat the tranfa6tions of this me-
from morable year with an account of the impreffion
Utrecht

j.}^gj. Luxemburgh made on the Dutch near the end

the ice to
^^ ^^ ' ^hich would have had a very tragical con-

Holland, clufion, if a happy turn of weather had not faved

them. Stoupe was then with him, and was in the

fecrcc. By many feints, that amufed the Dutch
io fkill fully, that there v/as no fufpicion of the true

defi'^n, all was prepared for an invafion, when a

trod Ihould come. It came at laft : And it froze

and thawed by turns for fomie time, which they

reckon'makes the ice firmeil. At laft a froft con-

tinued



of Kin-g C H A R L E s II.

tinned fo ftrong for fome days, that upon piercing

and examining the ice, it was thought it could not

be diffoived by any ordinary thaw, in lefs than two
days. So about midnight Luxemburgh marched
out of Utrecht towards Leyden, with about fix-

teen thoufand men. Thofe of Utrecht told me,
that, in the minute in which they began to march,

a thaw wind blew very frefli. Yet they marched
on till day light, and came to Summerdam and
Bodegrave, which they gained not without diin-

culty. Tiiere they ftopt, and committed many
outrages of crying luft and barbarous cruelty; and

vented their impiety in very biafphemous expref-

fions, upon the continuance oi the thaw, which
now had quite melted the ice, fo that it was not

pofTible to go back, the way that they came,

where all had been ice, but was now diffoived to

about three foot depth of water. There were

caufe-ways : And they were forced to march on
thefe. But there was a fort, thro' which they muft
pafs. And one Painevine with tv/o regiments was

ordered to keep it, with fome cannon in it. If

he had continued there, they muft all have been

taken prifoners, which would have put an end to

the war. But, when he fav/ them march to him
in the morning, he gave all for loil ; and v/ent to

Tergow, where he gave the alarm, as if all was

gone. And he offered to them, to come to help

them by that garrifon to a better capitulation. So
he left his poll, and went thither. The French
army not being ftopt by that fort, got fafe home.

But their behaviour in thofe two villages was fuch,

that, as great pains was taken to fpread it over the

whole country, fo it contributed not a little to the

eftablifhing the Dutch in their refokitions, of not

only venturing but of lofing all, rather than come
under fo cruel a yoke.

Painevine's withdrawing had loft them an ad- Palna-

vantage never to be regained. So the Prince or- ^'""'-'' '^^

dered a Council of war to try him. He pleaded,
^^"^^*

H h 3 x\M:
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1672. that the place was not tenable-, that the enemy
S^V***^ had pafs'd it ; fo he thought the ule it was intended

for was loft : And if the enemy had come to attack

him, he miift have furrendered upon difcfetion :

And he pleaded farther, that he went from it

ufon the defire of one of their towns to fave it,

Ijp3n this defence, he was acquitted as to his life,

but condemned to infamy, as a coward, and to

have his fword broke over his head, and to be for

ever baniflied the States dominions. But an ap-

peal lay, according to their difcipline, to a Coun-
cil of war compofed of General Officers : And
they confirmed the fentence. The towns of Hol-
land were highly offended at thefe proceedings.

They faid, they law the officers were refolved to

be gentle to one another, and to Hive their fellow

officers, how guilty foever they might be. The
Prince yielded to their inftances, and brought him
to a third trial before himfelf, and a Court of the

fupreme officers, in which they had the affiftance

ot fix Judges. Painevine flood on it, that he had

undergone two trials, which was all that the mar-

tial law fubjecled him to ; and in thofe he was ac-

quitted. Yet this was over -ruled. It was urged

againft him, that he himfelf was prefent in the

Council of war that ordered the making that fort

;

and he knew, that it was not intended to be a place

tenable againft an army, but was only meant to

make a little ftand for ibme time, and was intend-

ed for a defperaCe ftate of affairs j and that there-

fore he ought not to have left his pofl, becaufe of

the danger he was in : He law the thaw began

;

and fo ought to have ftaid, at leaft till he had feen

how far that would go : And being put there by
the Prince, he was to receive orders from none but

him. Upon thefe grounds he was condemned,

and executed, to the great fatisladlion of the

States, but to the general' difguil; of all the officers,

who thought they were fate in the hands of an

ordinary council of war. and did not like this new
i^iethod of proceeding. Thejf
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They were alfo not a little troubled at the ftricl 1672.
difciphne that the Prince lettled, and at the levere n-^^z-^kj*

execution of it. But by this means he \vrov>ght

up his army to a pitch of obedience and courage,

of fobriety and good order, that things put on

another face : And all men began to hope that

their armies would acl with another fpirit, now
that the difciphne was fo carefully look'd to. It

feems the French made no great account of them :

For they releafed twenty live thoufand prifoners,

taken in feveral places for fifty thoufand crowns.

Thus I have gone far into the ftate of affairs of

Holland in this memorable year. I had moll of

thefe particulars from Dyckvelt and Halewyn.

And I thought this great turn deferyed to be fet

out with all the copicufnefs, with v/hich my infor-

mations could furnifli me. This year the King de- A Frencit

Glared a new Miftrefs, and made her Dutchefs of Miitreis

Portfmouth. She had been Maid of Honour to
^^'J^efs

Madame, the King's filler, and had come over ^f porcf-

with her to Dover ; where the King had expreffed mouth.

fuch a regard to her, that the Duke of Bucking-

ham, who hated the Dutchefs of Cleveland, in-

tended to put her on the King. He told him, that

it was a decent piece of <tendernefs for his fifter, to

take care of fome of her fervants. So- Ihe w^as

the perfon the King eafily confented to invite over.

'That Duke affured the King of France, that he

could never reckon himfelf fure of the King, but

by giving him a Miftrefs that fnould be true to his

intercfts. It was foon agreed to. So the Duke
of Buckingham fent her with a part ot his equi- .

page to Dieppe ; and faid, he would prefently fol-

low. But he, who was the moft inconftant and

forgetful of ail men, never thought of her more -,

but went to England by the way of Calais. So
Montague, then Embaffador at Paris, hearing of

this, fent over for a Yacht for her, and fent fome
of his fervants to wait on her, and to defray her

charge, till fhe was brought to Whitehall : And
H h 4 then
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1675. then Lord ArHngton took care, of her. So the

V^V^ Duke of Buckingham loft the merit he might have

pretended to ; a,nd brought over a Miftrefs, whom
his own ftrano;e conduft threw into the hands ot

his enemies. The King was prefently taken with

her. She ftudied to pleafe and obferve him in

every thing : So that he pafs'd away the reft of

his life in a great fondnefs for her. He kept her

at a vaft charge. And Ihe, by many fits of fick-

nefs, fome believed real, and others thought only

pretended, gained of him every thing fhe defired.

She ftuck firm to the French intereft, and was its

chief fupport. The King divided himfelf between

her and Miftrefs Gwyn •, and had no other avowed

amour. But he was fo entirely pofieiTed by the

Dutchefs of Portfmouth, and fo engaged by her-

in the French intereft, that this threw him into

great difiicukies, and expofed him to much con-

tempt and diftruft.

The aF- \ now return to the affairs of Scotland, to give
fairs of ^^ account of a Seffion of Parliament, and the other

tranfadipns there in this critical year. About the

end of May, Duke Lauderdale came down with

his Lady in great pomp. He was much litted up.

with the French fuccefs ; ggid tpok fuch pleafure in

talking of De Wit's fate, that in could not be heard

wkhout horror. He treated all people v/ith fuch

fcorn, that few were able to bear it. He adjourn-

ed the Parliament -for a fortnight, that he might

carry his Lady round the country •, and was every

where waited on, and entertained, with as much
refpect, and at as great a charge, as if the King
had been there in perfon. This enraged the No-
bility. And they made great applications to Duke

Lauder- Hamikon, to lead a party againft him, and to op-

dale's pofe the tax, that he demanded, of a whole year's

StV/" affeffment. I foon grew' fo weary of the Court,

tho' there was fcarce a perfon fo v/ell ufed by him
as 1 r^iyfelf was, that I went out of town. But

Puke HaniiltQn fent for me -, and told me, ho\v.

lolencs.

vehemently'
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vehemently he was foUcited by the majority of the 1,672.:

Nobility to oppofe the demand of the tax. He U<VXJ
had promifed me not to oppofe taxes in gene-

ral : And I had affured Duke Lauderdale of it.

But he faid, this demand was fo extravagant, that

he did not imagine it would go fo far : So he did

not think himfeif bound, by a promife made in

general words, to agree to fuch a high one. Upon
this 1 fpoke to Duke Lauderdale, to fhew him the

inclinations many had to an oppofition to that de-

mand, and the danger of it. He rejeded it in a

brutal manner, faying, they durft as foon be damned
as oppofe him. Yet 1 made him fo fenfible of it, that

he appointed the Marquis of Athol to go and talk

in his name to Duke Hamilton, who moved that

I might be prefent : And that was eafily admitted.

Lord Athol prefled Duke Hamilton to come into

an entire confidence with Duke Lauderdale ; and
promifed, that he fhould have the chief direction

of all affairs in Scotland under the other. Duke
Ham.ilton afl<:ed, how flood the Parliament of

England affected to the war. Lord Athol affured

him, there was a fettled defign of having no more
Parliaments in England. The King would be

mailer, and would be no longer curbed by a Houfe
of Commons. He alfo laid out the great advan-

tages that Scotland, more particularly the great

Nobility, might find by flriking in heartily with

the King's defigns, and of making him abfolute

in England. Duke Hamikon anfwered very ho-

neftly, that he would never engage in fuch de-

figns : He would be always a good and faithful

fubjed : But he would be likewife a good coun-

tryman. He was very unwilling to concur in the

land tax. He faid, Scotland had no reafon to en- •-'

gage in the war, fince as they might fuffer much
by it, fo they could gain nothing, neither by thg

prefent war, nor by any peace that Hiould be

made. Yet he was prevailed on, in conclufion,

to, agree to it. And upon that the bufinefs of the

fefTion
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1672. feflion of Parliament went on fmoothly without
s^^r)/r>m/ any oppofition.

The Dutchefs of Lauderdale, not contented

with the great appointments they had, fet her-

felf by ali poffible methods to raife money. They
lived at a vaft expence : And every thing was fet

to fale. She carried all things with a haughtinefs,

that could not have been eafily born from a Queen.

She talked of all people with an ungoverned free-

dom, and grew to be univerfaliy hated. I was

out of meafure weary of my attendance at their

Court, but was preifed to continue it. Many
found I did good offices. I got fome to be confi-

dered, and advanced, that had no other way of

accefs. But that which made it more necelfary

was, that I faw Sharp and his creatures were mak-
ing their Court with the moft abjed flattery, and

all the fubmiffions polTible. Leightoun went fel-

dom to them, tho' he was always treated by them
with great diftinftion. So it v/as neceflary for me
to be about them, and keep them right : Other-

wife all our deligns were loft without recovery.

This led me to much uneafy compliance ; tho' I

alierted my own liberty, and found fo often fault

with their proceedings, that once or twice I ufed

fuch freedom, and it was fo ill taken, that I

thought it was fit for me to retire. Yet I was

fent for, and continued in fuch high favour, that

I was again tried if 1 would accept of a Bifhoprick,

and was promifed the firft of the two Archbiihop-

ricks that fhould fall. But I was ftill fixed in my
former refolutions, not to engage early, being

then but nine and twenty : Nor could I come into

a dependence on them. ^

l-fp ex- Duke Lauderdale at his coming down had ex-

peftedad-pefted, that the Prefbyterians fhould have ad-
dreffes for dreffed themfelvcs to him for a fhare in that li-

aTolera-
j^^j-^y^ which their brethren had now in England ;

and which he had afferted in a very particular

manner at the Council table in White-hall. One
I Whatley,
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Whatley, a Juftice of peace in Lincolnfhire, if I 1672.

remember tfie County right, had difturbed one of ^-^Sp^
the Meeting-houfes, that had got a licence purfu-

ant to the declaration for a Toleration : And he

had fet fines on thofe that met in it, conformably

to the A6t againft Conventicles. Upon which he

was brought up to Council, to be reprimanded

for his high contempt of his Majefty's declaration.

Some Privy Couniellors Ihewed their zeal in fe-

vere reflections on his proceedings. Duke Lau-
derdale carried the matter very far : He faid, the

King's edifts were to be confidered, and obeyed as

laws, and more than any other laws. This was

writ down by fome that heard it, who were re-

folved to, make ufe of it againft him in due time.

He looked on near two months after he came
down from Scotland, waiting ftill for an applica-

tion for liberty of confcience. But the defigns of

the Court were now clearly feen into. The Pref-

byterians underftood, they were only to be made
ufe of in order to the introducing of Popery. So
they refolved to be filent and paffive. Upon this

he broke out into fury and rage -againft them.

Conventicles abounded in all places of the coun-

try. And fome furious zealots broke into the

houfes of fome of the Minifters, wounding them
and robbing their goods, forcing fome of them to

fwear, that they would never officiate any more int

their Churches. Some of thefe were taken, and

executed. I vifited them in prifon ; and faw in

them the blind madnefs of ill grounded zeal, of

which they were never fully convinced. One of

them feemed to be otherwife no ill man. Another
»f them was a bold villain. He juftified all that

they had done, from the Ifraeiites robbing the

.Egyptians, and deftroying the Canaanites.

That which gave Duke Lauderdale a jufter Defigns

ground of offence was, that oiw Carftairs, muchf'°*?^°^"^
, J ^ L • •

'^ land to
employed imce that time in greater matters, was j..|^-g ^ ^g_

p,kp} in a fhip tha; came from Rotterdam. He bdiicn in

himfelf Scotland.
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1672. himfelf efcaped out of their hands: But his let-

t/'V'NJ ters were taken. They had a great deal writ in

white ink j which fhewed, that the defign of fend-

ing him over was, to know in what difpofition the

people were, promifing arms and other neceffaries,

if they were in a condition to give the Govern-
ment any difturbance. But the whole was fo

darkly v/rit, much being referred to the bearer^

that it was not poffible to underlland what lay hid

under fo many myfterious expreffions. Upon this

a fevere profecution of Conventicles was fet on
foot : And a great deal of money w^as raifed by
arbitrary fines. Lord Athol made of this in one

week 1900L fler. I did all I could to moderate

this fury : But all was in vain. Duke Lauderdale

broke out' into the moft frantick fits of rage pof-

fible. When I was once faying to him, was that

a time to drive them into a rebellion ? Yes, faid

he, would to God they would rebel, that fo he

might bring over an army of Irilh Papifts to cut

all their throats. Such a fury as this feemed to

furnifh work for a phyficia'n, rather than for any

other fort of men. But after he had let himfelf

loofe into thefe fits for near a month, becalmed
all on the fudden : Perhaps upon fome fignifica-

tion from the King ; for the party complained to

their friends in London, who had ftill fome credit,

at Court.

A fartlier He called for me all on the fudden, and put
Indul- nie in mind of the projed: I had laid before him,
genee. ^f putting all the outed Minifters by couples in-

to parilhes : So that inftead of wandring about

the country, to hold Conventicles in all places,

they might be fixed to a certain abode, and ever^

one might have the half of a benefice. I was ftill

of the fame mind : And fO was Leightoun ; who
compared this to the gathering the coals that

,
were fcattered ov«r the houfe, fetting it all on

fire, into the chimney, where they might burn

away fafely. Duke Lauderdale fet about it im-

iiiediatelys
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mediately : And the benefit of the Indulgence 1672,

was extended to forty more Churches. This, if >-''V'>-'

followed as to that of doubling them in a pai-ifh,

and of confining them within their parifhes, would

have probably laid a flame that was fpreading

over the Nation, and was like to prove fatal in

conclufion. But Duke Lauderdale's way was, to

govern by fits, and to pafs from liot to cold ones,

always in extreams. So this of doubling them,

which was the chief part of our fcheme, was quite

neglected. Single Miniflers went into thofe

Churches : And thofe, who were not yet provided

for, went about the country holding Conventi-

cles very boldly, without any reftraint : And no
care at all was taken of the Church.

Sharp and his inftruments took pccafion from ^^'SV

this to complain, that the Church was ruined
foi'^gi^j'

by Leightoun's means. And I wanted not my retire, an4

fliare in the charge. And indeed the remilTnefs to leave

of the government was fuch, that there was juft ^'^ ^^'

caufe of complaint. Great numbers met in the

fields. Men went to thofe meetings with fuch

arms as they had. And we were blamed for all

jthis.
,
It was faid, that things went fo far beyond

what a principle of moderation could fuggefl,

that we did certainly defign , to ruin and overturn

the conftitution. Leightoun upon all this con-

cluded he could do no good on either fide : He
had gained no ground on the Preibyterians, and
was fufpeded and hated by the Epifcopal party.

So he refolved to retire from all publick employ-
ments, and to fpend the reft of his days in a'

corner, far from noife and bufinefs, and to give

himfelf wholly to prayer and meditation, fince he
ifaw he could not carry on his great defigns of
healing and reforming the Church, on which he
had fet his heart. He had gathered together many
inllances out of Church hiftory of Bifliops that

had left their Sees, and retired from the world ;

And was much pleafed with thefe. He and I

$ had
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1672. had many difcourfes on this argument. I thought

v^ryx^ a man ought to be determined by the providence

of God, and to continue in the ftation he was in,

tho' he could not do all the good in it that he had
propofed to himfelf : He might do good in a

private way by his example, and by his labours,

more than he himfelf could know : And as a man
ought to fubmit to ficknefs, poverty, or other

affliftions, when they are laid on him by the- hand

providence •, fo I thought the labouring without

fuccefs was indeed a very great trial of patience,

yet fuch labouring in an ungrateful employment
was a crofs, and fo was to be born with fubmif-

iion ; and that a great uneafinefs under that, or

the forfaking a ftation becaufe of it, might be

the effed of fecret pride, and an indignation

againft providence. He on the other hand faid,

his work feemed to be at an end : He had no

more to do, unlefs he had a mind to pleaie him-

felf with the lazy enjoying a good revenue. So

he could not be wrought on by all that could be

laid before him •, but followed Duke Lauderdale

to Court, and begged leave to retire from his

Archbiihoprick. The Duke would by no means

.confent to this. So he defired, that he might be

allowed to do it within a year. Duke Lauder-

dale thought fo much time was gained : So to b6

rid of his importunities he moved the King to

promife him, that, if he did not change his

mind, he would within the year accept of his re-

fignation. He came back much pleafed with

what he had obtained ; and faid to me upon it,

there was now but one uneafy ftage between him

and reft, and he v^'ould wreftle thro' it the beft

he could.

And now I am come to the period that I fet out

for this book. The world was now in a general

combuftion, fet on by the ambition of the Court

of Franqe, and fupported by the feeblenefs and

treachery of the Court of England. A ftand

. was
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was made by the Prince of Orange, and the

Elector of Brandenburgh. But the latter, not be-

ing in time aflifted by the Emperor, was forced to

accept of fuch conditions as he could obtain.

This winter there was great pradice in all the

Courts of Europe, by the Agents of France, to

lay them every where afleep *, and to make the

world look on their King's defign in that cam-
paign, as a pie<:e of glory, for the humbling of a

rich and proud Common-wealth -, and that, as

foon as that was done fuitably to the dignity of

the Great Monarch, he would give peace to the

world, after he had (hewn that nothing could ftand

before his arms. But the opening the progrefs of

thefe negotiations, and the turn that the aifairs of

Europe took, belongs to the next period.

BQOK
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My Own Times.

BOOK III.

Of the reft of King Charles II's reign, from
the year 1673 to the year 1685, in which
he died.

Hitherto the reign of King Charles 167^/
was pretty ferene and calni at home. <—«v—

'

A nation, v/eary of a long civil
p^J,^"^

^^'"t'

war, was not eafily brought into the'^^ing.

jealoufies and fears, which were the

feeds of diilradion, and might end
in new confufions and troubles. But the Court
had now given fuch broad intimations of an ill

defign, both on our religion and the civil confti-

tution, that it was no more a jealoufy : AH was
now qpen and barefaced. In the King's prefence

the Court-flatterers were always magnifying abfo-

lute government, and refleftrng on the infolenCe

of a Houfe of Commons. The King faid once

to the Earl of EfTex, as he told me, that he did

not wi(h to be like a Grand Signior, with fome
Vol, I, I i mutes
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mutes about him, and bags of bow-ftrings to*

Itraugle men, as he had a mind to it : But he did

noe th'mk he was a King, as long as a company
of fellows were looking into all his actions, and
examining his Minifters, as well as his accounts,

lie reckoned, now he had fet the Church party

at fuch a diftance from the difienters, tliat it was
irnpoffiblc to make them join, in oppofition to

his defigns. He hoped, the Church party would
be always fubmifiive : And he had the difienters

at mercy.

The proceedings of the former year had open-

ed all mens eyes. The King's own religion was
fufpeftcd, as his brother's was declared : And the

whok condiid; fliewed a defign to govern by the

French model. A French General was brought
over to command our armies. Count Schomberg,
v/ho was a Gej'man by birth, (but his mother was
an Englifh woman,) was fent over. He was a

firm proreilant, and ferved at firft in Holland. But
xirpon the~ Prince of Orange's death he went into

France, where he grew into fo high a reputation,

that he was kept under and not raifed to be a

marflial, only on the account of his religion.

a eaim man, of great application and

He thought much better than he fpoke.

a man of true judgment, of great pro-

bity, and of an humble and oblieing temper :

And at any other time of his life he would have

been very acceptable to the Englifh. But now he

was looked on as one lent over from France,

to bring our army under a French difcipline :

And fo he was hated by the nation, and not much
loved by the Court.. He was always preffing the

King to declare himfelf the head of the Proteflant

party. He prefs'd him likewife to bring hi's bro-

ther over from popery : But the King faid to

liim, you know my brother long ago, that he is

rtS ftift' as a mule. He liked the way of Charen-

toa fo well, that he w.ent once a week in London

He was

eonducl.

He vfas
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to the French Church there, that was accord- 1673.
ing to that form : So the Duke and Lord ^«/^''"'»-'

CHfford looked on him as a prefbyterian, and an

unfit man for that purpofe. The Duke of Bucking-

ham hatsd him ; for he hoped to have command^
ed the army. And as an army is a very unac-

ceptable thing to the Englilh nation, fo it came
to be the more odious, when commanded by a

General fent over from France. Schomberg told

me, he fav/ it was impoffible that the King could

bring any great defign to a good effed: : He
loved his eafe fo much, that he never minded bu-

finefs : And every thing that was faid to him of
aiFairs was heard with fo httle attention, that it

made no imprelTion.

The miniftry was all broke to pieces. The The •

Duke of Buckingham was alone, hated by all, as ^'°"^^
^J^^

he hated all the reft. But he went fo entirely into ^,1^^^

all their ill defigns, that the King confidered him,
and either loved or feared him fo much, that he
had a deep root with him. Lord Clifford ftuck

firm to the duke, and was heated with the defign

ot bringing in popery, even to enthufiafm. It

was believed, if the defign had fucceeded, he had
agreed with his wife to take orders, and to afpire

to a cardinal's hat. H; grew violent, and could

fcarce fpeak with patience of the Church of Eng-
land, and of the Clergy. The Earl of Arling-

ton thought, that the defign was now loft;, and
that it was necefl"ary for the King to make 'up with
his people in the beft manner he could. The Earl
of Shaftft)ury was refolved to fave himfejf on any
terms.

The money was exhaufted : So it was neceftary ^ {effion

to have a feffion of Parliament. And one was of Parlia-

called in the beginning of the year. At the nient.

opening it, the King excufed the [filling out the

writs, as done to fave qme, and to have a full

Houfe at the firft opening : But he left that. mat-
ter wholly tQ them : He fpoks of the declaration

1 i 2 f©r
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for liberty of confcience in another ftyle : He
faid, he had feen the good efFeds of it j and that

he would flick to it, and maintain it : He faid,

he was engaged in a war for the honour of the

Nation, and therefore he demanded the fupplies

t-hat were neceflary to carry it on. On thefe

heads Lord Shaftlbury enlarged. But no part of
his fpeech was more amazing than that, fpeak^

ing of the war with the Dutch, he faid, Delcnda
eft Carthago. Yet, while he made a bafe com-
plying fpeech in favour of the Court, and of the

war, he was in a fecret management with another

party.

The De- The Houfe of Commons was upon this all in

claration a flame. They faw Popery and ilavery lay at the
was voted bottom. Yet, that they might not grafp at too
^^^

' much at once, they refolvcd effedually to break

the whole defign of Popery.. They argued the

• matter of the Declaration ; whether it was ac-

cording to law or not. It was plainly an annul-

ling of the penal Laws, made both againft Pa-
pifts and Diifenters. It was faid, that tho' the

king had a power of pardoning, yet he had not

a power to authorlfe men to break laws. This

muft infer a power to alter the whole govern-

ment. The ftrength of every law was the pe-

nalty laid upon ofienders : And, if the King
could fecure offenders by indemnifying them be-

fore hand, it was a vain thing to make laws ;

fince by that maxim they had no force, but at the

King's difcretioh. Thofe who pleaded for the

Declaration pretended to put a difference between

penal Laws in fpiritual matters, and all others

:

And faid, that the King's fupremacy feemed to

give him a pecuhar authority over thefe : By vir-

tue of this it was, that the fynagogue of the

Jews, and the Wallooa Churches, had been fo

long tolerated. But to this it was anfwered, that'

the intent of the law in alTerting the fupremacy

was only to exclude all foreign jurifdidion, and
to
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to lodge the whole authority with the King : But 167^.
that was ftill to be bounded, and regulated by law : wv^**^
And a difference was to be made between a conni-

vance, fuch as that the Jews lived under, by
which they were flill at mercy, and a legal autho=

rity : The Parliament had never difputed the le-

gality of the Patent for the Walloon congregations,

which was granted to encourage flranger^, pro-

fefTmg the fame religion, to come among us, when
they were perfecuted for it in their own country :

It was at firft granted only to ftrangers : But after-

wards in the days of their children, who were na-

tives, it had been made void : And now they were

excepted by a fpecial claufe out of the A£t of Uni-
formity. The Houfe came quickly to a very una-

'ninious refolution, that the Declaration was againlt

law. And they fet that forth, in an. addrefs to

the King, in which they prayed that it might be

called in. Some were Itudying to divert this, by
Jetting them on to enquire into the iffuing out the

writs. And the Court feemed willing that the

,
ftorm fhould break on Lord Shaftfbury, and would
have gladly compounded the .matter by making
him the facrifice. He faw into that ; and fo was
refolved to change fides v/ith the tirft oppor-

tunity.

The Houfe was not content with this : But they A bill for

brought in a bill diiabling all Papills from hold- anew tciL

ing any employment, or place at Court ; requir-

ing all perfons in publick trufl; to receive the Sa-

crament in a parifh Church, and to carry an at-

tefted certificate of that, with witnelfes to prove it,

into Chancery or the County Sefiions •, and there

to make a declaration renouncing Tranfubftanti-

ation in full and pofitive words. Great pains was
taken by the Court to divert this. They propofed

that fome regard might be had to Protellant Dif-

fenters, and that their Meetings might be allowed.

,JBy this means they hoped to have fet them and the

^hurch party into new heats j for now all were uni-

113^ ted
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1673. t«d 3gainfl: Popery. Love who ferved for the

'.^^r-^^ city of London, and was himfelf a Diflcriter, faw

J ^^I^^'i'
what ill effet^ls any fuch quarrels might have : So

the Dif- ^^ moved, that an effed:iial lecurity might be found

fencer, againft Popery, and that nothing might interpofe

till that was done. When that was over, then

they would try to deferve fome favour : But at

prefent they were willing to lye under the feverity

of the laws, rather than clog a more neceffary work
with their concerns. The chief friends of tlie

fefts agreed to this. So a vote pafs'd to bring in a

bill in favour of Proteftant Dilfenters, tho' there

was not time enough, nor unanimity enough, to

finilh one this feffion : For it went no farther thkn

a fecond reading, but was dropt in the .Committee.
' But this prudent behaviour of theirs did fo foften

the Church party, that there was no more votes

nor bills ofl'ered at againft them, even in that angry

Parliament, that had been formerly fo fevere upon
them.

Debates jn 'j^j^g Cpurt was now in great perplexity. If they

of Lords, o^^^ "^^y ^° proceedings, in the Houfe of Com-
mons, there was a full flop put to the defign for

Popery : And if they gave not way to it, there was

^n end of the war. 1 he French could not furnifh

us with fo much money, as was neceffary : And
the fhutting iip the Exchequer had put an end to

all credit. The Court tried what could be done

in the Hpiife of Lords. Lord Clifford refolved to

affert the Declaration with all the force, and all the

arguments, he could bring for it. He fhewed the

heads he intended to fpeak on to the King, who
approved of them, and fuggeffed fome other hints

to him. He began the debate with rough words :

He called the vote of the Commons Monflrum
Horrepdpm Ingens, and run on in a very high

flrain. He faid all that could be faid^ with great

heat, and many indecent exprefTions. "When he

Jiad done, the Earl of Shaftfbury, to the amaze-

ment of the whole Houfe, faid, he muft differ"•'•
ft
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ft-om the Lord that fpoke lafi ^toto coelo. He faid,

v/Jiile thofe matters were debated out of doors, he.

might diink vvitJti others, that the Siipremacy, af-

lerted as it was by law, did warrant the Declaration

:

But now that luch a Houfe of Commons, lb loyal,

and affedionate to the King v/ere of another mind,

he fubmitted his reafons to theirs :_They were the

King's great Council : They muft both advife and
fijpport him : They had ^one it •, and would do it

ftili, if their laws and their religion were once fe-

cure to them. The King was all in a fury to be

thus forfaken by his Chancellor : And told Lord
Clifford, how well he was pleafed with his fpeech,

and how highly he was offended with the other.

The debate went on, and upon a divifion the

Court had the majority. But againfl that vote

about thirty of the moil confiderable of the Houfe
protefted. So the Court faw, they had gained

nothing in: carrying a vote, that drew after it fuch

a protcftation.

This matter took foon after that a quick turn.

It had been much debated in the cabinet, what
the King fhould do. Lord Clifford and Duke
Lauderdale were for the King's Handing his ground.

Sir Ellis Leightoun aifured me, that the Duke of

Buckingham and Lord Berkeley offered to the

King, if he would bring the army to town, that

they would take out of both Houfes the Members
that made the oppofition. He fancied, the thing

might have been eafily brought about, and that,

if the King would have afted with the fpirit that

he fometimes put on, they might have carried

their bufinefs. Duke Lauderdale talked of brino-- ,7,,

ing an army out of Scotland, and feizing on cty of opi~

Newcaftle ; and prefs'd this with as much vehe-nionsin

mence, as if he had been able to have executed it. ^!^^ Kin<^'s

Lord Clifford faid to the King, his people did now
fee thro' ail his defigns : And therefore he muft
refolve to make himfelf mafter at once, or be for

^ver fubje(^ to fnuch jealoufy and contempt. The
I i 4 Earls
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1673. Earls of Shaftfbnry and Arlington prefTed the
V-'Y"^^ King on the other hand to give the Parliament full

content : And they undertook to procure him
money for carrying on the war : And, if he was
fuccefsful in that, he might eafily recover what he
muft in this extremity part with. This fuited the
King's own temper. Yet the Duke held him in

The
^"^Pence.

French Colbert's brother, CroilTy, was then the French
advife the Embaffador here. Lord Arlington poffefTed him
King to with fuch an apprehenfion of the madnefs of vio-

Se pl°r-
^^"^ counfels, and that the ieail of the ill effeds

liament. ^^^7 niight have would be the leaving the war
wholly on the French King, and that it would be
impoffible to carry it on, if the King fhould r-un

to fuch extremities, as fome were driving him to

at home ; that he gained him both to prefs the
King and his brother to comply with the Parlia-

ment, and to fend an exprefs to his own mafter,

reprefenting the whole matter in the light in w^hich

Lord Arlington had fet it before him.
In the afternoon of the day in which the matter

had been argued in the Houfe of Lords, the Earls

of Shaftfbury and Arlington got all thofe Mem-
bers of the Houfe of Commons on whom they
had any influence, (and who had money from the

King, and were his fpies, but had leave to vote
with the party againft the Court, for procuring
them the more credit) to go privately to him,
and to tell him that upon Lord Clifford's fpeech

the Houfe was in fuch fury, that probably they

would have gone to fome high votes and impeach-
ments : But the Lord Shaftfbury fpeaking on the

Other fide reftrained them : They believed, he
fpoke the King's fenfe, as the other did the Duke's :

This calmed them. So they made the King ap-
prehend, that the Lord Chancellor's fpeech, with
which he liad been fo much offended, was really

?t great fervice done him : And they perfuaded him
farther, th^c he might now f^ve himfelf, and obtain
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an indemnity for his Minifters, if he would part

with the Declaration, and pafs the bill. This was

fo dextroufly managed by Lord Arlington, who ^^'^ ^'"S

got a great number of the Members to go one
that fud-**

after another to the King, who by concert fpoke all denly.

the fame language, that before night the King was

quite changed, and faid to his brother, that Lord
Clifford had undone himfelf, and had fpoiled their

bufinefs by his mad fpeech -, and that, the' Lord
Shaftfbury had fpoke like a rogue, yet that had
ftopt a fury which the indifcretion of the other

had kindled, to fuch a degree that he could ferve

him no longer. He gave him leave to let him
know all this. The Duke was ftruck with this 5

and imputed it wholly to Lord Arlington's ma-
nagement. In the evening he told Lord Clifford

what the King had faid. The Lord Clifford, who
was naturally a vehement man, went upon that to

the King, who fcarce knew how to lo<5k him in

the face. Lord Clifford faid, he knew how many
enemies he mufl needs make to himfelf by his

fpeech in the Houfe of Lords : But he hoped that

in it he both ferved and pleafed the King, and was
therefore the lefs concerned in every thing elfe :

But he was furprifed to find by the Duke, that the

King >yas now of another mind. The King was in Clifford

fome confufion : He owned, that all he had faid diigraced.

was right in itfelf : But he faid, that he, who fat

long in the Houfe of Commons, fhould have con-

fidered better what they could bear, and what the

neceffity of his affairs required. Lord Clifford in

his firft heat was inclined to have laid down his

white llaff, and to have expbflulaued roundly with

the King. But a cooler thought ftop'd him. He
reckoned he muft now retire : And therefore he

had a mind to take fome care of his family in the

way of doing it : So he reilrained himfelf ; and

faid, he was forry that his beft meant fervices

were fo ill underflood. Soon after this, letters

game from the French King, preiBng the King to

do
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1673. do all that was neceffary to procure money of his.

(•VNJ Parliament, fmce he could not bear the charge of

the war alone. He alfo writ to the Puke, and
excufed the advice he gave upon the neceffity of

affairs ; but promifed faithfully to efpoufe his

concerns, as foon as he got out of the war, and
. that he would never be eafy, till he recovered that

which he was now forced to let go. Some parts

of thefe tranfaftions I had from the Duke, and
from Duke Lauderdale : The r^ft, that related to

the Lord Clifford, Titus told me, he had from
his own mouth.

As foon as Lord Clifford faw he muft lofe the

white ftaff, he went to the Duke of Buckingham,
who had contributed much to the procuring it to

him ; and told him, he brought him the firff:

notice that he was to lofe that place to which he

had helped him, and that he would affift him to

procure it to fome of his friends. After they had

talked round all that were in any fort capable of

it, and had found great objeftions to every one
Ofborn of them, they at laft pitched on Sir Thomas
^^^^ Ofborn, a Gentleman of Yorkfhire, whofe eftate

Treafurer ^^^ much funk. He was a very plaufible fpeaker,

. but too copious, and could noteafily make an end

of his difcourfe. He had been always among the

high Cavaliers : And miffing preferment he had

oppofed the Court much, and was one of Lord
Clarendon's bittereft enemies. He gave himfelf

great liberties in difcourfe, and did not feem to

have any regard to truth, or fo much as to' the ap-

pearances of it ; and was an implacable enemy

:

But he had a peculiar way to make his friends

depend on him, and to believe he was true to

them. He was a pofitive, and undertaking man :

So he gave the King great Eafe, by affuring^ him
'

all things would go according to his mind in the

next feffion of Parliament. And when his hopes

failed him, he had always fome excufe ready to put

Xk^ mifcarria^e upon. And by this means he got
"

.

intQ
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into the higheft degree of confidence with the 167^.
King, and maintained it the longeft, of all that v^'V'^w^.

ever ferved him.

The King now went into new meafares. He A great

called for the Declaration, and ordered the feal put ^"PP^7

to it to be broken. So the Aft for the taking the
^^'^'^

Sacrament, and the Teft againft Tranfubftanti-

ation went on : And together with it an A6t of

Grace pafs'd, which was defired chiefly to cover

the Miniilry, who were all very obnoxious by their

late actings. The Court defired at leaft 1200000I.

for that fum was neceflary to the carrying on the

war. The great body of thofe who oppofed the
' Court had relblved to give only 600000L which
was enough to procure a peace, but not to con-

tinue the war. Garroway and Lee had led t4ie

oppofition to the Court all this fefllon in theHoufe
of Commons : So they were thought the propereft

to name the fum. Above eighty of the chief of the

party had met over night, and had agreed to name
600000I. But Garroway named 1 200000, and was
feconded in it by Lee. So this furprife gained that

great fum, which enabled the Court to carry on the

war. When their party reproached thefe perfons for

it, they faid, they had tried fome of the Court as to

the fum intended to be named, who had afllired

them, the whole agreement would be broke, if

they offered fo fmall a fum : And this made them
venture on the double of it. They had good re-

wards from the Court : And yet they continued

ftili voting on the other fide. They laid, they had
got good pennyworths for their money : A fure

law againft Popery, which had claufes in it never

ufed before ; for all that continued in office after

the time lapfed, they not taking the Sacrament,

and not renouncing Tranfubltantiation (which
came to be called the Teft, and the A6t from it

the Teft A6t) were rendered incapable of holding

any office : All the Adts they did in it were de™

^lare4 invalid and illegal, befides a fine Qf 500!. to"
01^
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1673. the difcoverer. Yet upon that Lord Cavendiih,
v^v"w now Duke of Devonfhire, faid, that when much

money was given to buy a law againft Popery, the
force of the money would be ftronger in order to
the bringing it in, than the law could be for keep-
ing it out. I never knew a thing of this nature car-

ried fo fuddenly, and fo artificially, in the Houfe
of Commons, as this was, to the great amazement
of the Dutch, who relied on the Parliament, and
did not doubt but that a peace with England would
be procured by their interpofition.

The Duke Thus this memorable feffion ended. It' was
laid down indeed much the beft fefTion of that long Parlia-

Commiffi-
"^^"^- The Church party Ihewed a noble zeal for

^,ng^
their religion : And the Diflenters got great Re-
putation by their filent deportment. After the

feffion was over, the Duke carried all his Corn-
miffions to the King, and wept as he delivered

them up : But the King fhewed no concern at all.

Yet he put the Admiralty in a Commiflion com-
pofcd wholly of the Duke's creatures : So that the

power of the navy was ftill in his hands. Lord
Clifford left the i'reafury, and was fucceeded by
Ofborn, who was foon after made Earl of Danby.
The Earl of Shaftfbury had loft the King's favour

quite. But it was not thought fit to lay him afide,

till it fhould appear what fervice he could do them
in another feffion of Parliament. Lord Arlington

had loft the Duke more than any other. He look-

ed on him as a pitiful coward, who would for-

fake and betray any thing, rather than run any
danger himfelf. Prince Rupert was fent to com-
mand the fleet. But the Captains were the Duke's
creatures : So they crofs'd him all they could, and
complained of every thing he did. In a word they

faid, he had neither fenfe nor condu6l left. Little

could be expeded from a fleet fo commanded,
and fo divided. He had two or three engagements
with the Dutch, that were well fought on both

^
fides, but were of no great confequence, and were

'

drawn

/
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drawn battles. None of the French fliips enga-

ged, except one, who charged their Admiral for

his ill condu6t : But, inftead of reward, he was

clapc in the Baftiile upon his return to France.

This opened the eyes and mouths of the whole

Nation. All men cried out, and faid, we were ^

engaged in a war by the French, that they might

have the pleafure to fee the Dutch and us deftroy

one another, while they knew our feas and ports,

and learned all our methods, but took care to

prefervc themfelves. Count Schomberg told me,
he prefs'd the French EmbafTador to have the

matter examined. Otherwife, if fatisfadion was

not given to the Nation, he was fure the next

Parliament would break the alliance. But by the

EmbafTador's coldnefs he faw*, the French Admi-
ral had aded according to his inftruftions. So
Schomberg made haile to get out of England, to

prevent an addrefs to fend him away : . And he was

by that time as weary of the Court, as the Court

was of him.

The Duke was now looking for another wife. The

He made addrefles to the Lady Bellafis, thewi-^'^'^^

dow of the Lord Bellafis's fon. She was a zea-
a^feJo^d^

Igus Proteftant, tho' Ihe was married into a Po- marriage^

pifh family. She was a woman of much life, and
great vivacity, but of a very fm.all proportion of

beauty •, as the Duke was often obferved to be led

by his amours, to objeds that had no extraordi-

nary charms. Lady Bellafis gained fo much on
the Duke, that he gave her a promife under his

hand to marry her. And he fent Coleman to her

to draw her over to Popery : But in that fne

could not be moved. When fome of her friends

reproached her, for admitting the Duke fo freely

to fee her, llie could not bear it, but faid, Ihe

could Ihew that his^ addrefles to her were honoura-

ble. When this c«me to the Lord Bellafis's ears,

who was her father in law, and was a zealous Pa-

pift, and knew how intradlable the Lady was in

3
" thofe
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167^. thofe matters, he gave the whole defign of bring-*

C^^'X; ing in their rehgion for gone, if that was not
quickly broke : So he, pretending a zeal, for the

King, and the Duke's honour, went and told the

King all he had heard. The King fent for the

Duke, and told him, it was too much that he had
plaid the fool once : That was not to be done a

lecond time, and at fuch an age. The Lady was
alio fo threatened, that fhe gave up the promife,

but kept an attefted copy of it, as fhe herfelf told

me. There was an Archduchefs of Infpruck, to

whom marriage was folemnly propofed : But, the

Emprefs happening to die at that time, the Em-
peror himfelf married her. After that a match
was propofed to the Duke of Modena's daughter,

which took effeft. But becaufe thofe at Rome
were not willing to confent to it, unlefs fhe might
have a publick Chapel, which the Court would
not hearkea to, another marriage was propofed

for a daughter of the Duke of Crequi's. I faw a

long letter of the Duke's writ to Sir William
Lockhart, upon this fubjeft, with great anxiety.

He apprehended, if he was not married before

the feffion of Parliament, that they would fall on
that matter, and limit him fo, that he Ihould ne^

ver be able to marry to his content : He was
vexed at the ftiffnefs of the Court of Rome, who
were demanding terms that could not be granted :

He had fent a pofitive order to the Earl of Peter-^

borough, who was negotiating the bufinefs at

Modena, to come away by fuch a day, if ail was
not confented to :. In the mean while he hoped,

the King of France would not put that mortifica-^

tibn on him, as to expofe him to the violence of

the Parliament, (1 ufe his own words ;) but that

he would give order for difpatching that matter

with all poffible hafte. But, while he was thus

perplexed, the Court of Rome yielded : And fo

the Duke married that Lady by proxy : And the

Eari
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Earl of Peterborough brought her over thro* 1675.

France. . L/^^T^
The Swedes offered at this time a mediation in '^ ^^^^^y

order to a peace: And Coloign was propofed .to ^^^"f „^

be the place of treaty. The King ofdered the

Earl of Sunderland, Sir Leolin Jenkins, and Sir

Jofeph Williamfon thither, to be his Plenipoten-

tiaries, Lord Sunderland was a man of a clear Lord

and ready apprehenfion, and a quick decifion iri^^",

bufmefs. He had too much heat both of imagi-
charafter.

nation and paffion, and was apt to fpeak very

freely both of perfons and things. His own notions

were always good : But he was a man of great

expence. And, in order to the fupporting him-
felf, he went into the prevailing counfels at Court

:

And he changed fides often, with little regard ei-

ther to religion, or the intereft of his country.

He raifed many enemies to himfelf, by the con-

tempt with which he treated thofe who differed

from him. He had indeed a fuperior genius to

all the men of bufinefs that I have yet known..

And he had the dextehty of infinuating himfelf

fo entirely, into the greateil degree of confidence

with three fucceeding Princes, who fet up on very

different interefts, that he came by this to lofe

himfelf fo much, that even thofe who efteemed

ills parts, depended little on his iirmnefs.

The treaty of Coloign was of a fhort continu-^^'^^''^®"

ance : For the Emperor, looking on Furftenberg,^^ ^° ^

the Dean of Coloign, and Bifhop of Strafbourg,

afterwards advanced to be Cardinal, who was
the Elector's Plenipotentiary at that treaty, as a

fubjed: of the Empire, who had betrayed it, or-

dered hjm to be feized on. The French look'd

on this as fuph a violation of the pafs-ports, that

they fet it up for a preliminary, before they would
enter upon a treaty, to have him fet at liberty.

Maftricht was taken this fummer ; in which the

Duke of Monmouth diftinguifhed himfelf fo

eminently, that he was much confidercd upon it,

I The
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1673. The King of France was there. After the taking

l/S^^w) of Maftricht he went to Nancy in Lorraine, and
left the Prince of Conde with the army in Flan-

ders, Turenne having the command of that on
the upper Rhine againft the Germans •, for the

Emperor and the whole Empire were now en-

gaged.

The af- But I return now to the intrigues of our Court.

?'"i°^
I came up this fummer, in order to the publilhtng

cot an
. ^^^ Memoirs of the Dukes of Hamilton. I had

left Scotland under an univerfal difcontent. The
whole admJnifbration there was both violent and
corrupt, and feemed to be formed on a French
model. The Parliament had in the year 1663,
in order to the bringing our trade to a balance

with England, given the King in truft a power to

lay impolitions on foreign commodities. So upon
that a great duty was lately laid upon French fait,

in order to the better vending the fait made at

home : Upon which it was fold very dear. And
that raifed great complaints : For, as the fait was
excellive dear, fo it did not ferve all purpofes.

All people looked on this, as the beginning of a

gabel. An impofition was alfo laid on Tobacco :

And all brandy was prohibited to be imported,

but not to be retailed : So thofe who had the

orant of the feizures fold them, and raifed the

price very much. Thefe occafioned monopolies :

And the price of thofe things that were of great

confumption among the Commons was much
raifed : So that a truft lodged with the Crown
was now abufed in the higheft degree. As thefe

things provoked the body of the people, fo Duke
I^auderdale's infolence, and his engrofling every

thing to himfelf, and to a few of his friends, and

his wife and his brother fetting all things to fale,

raifed a very high difcontent all over the Nation.

The affairs of the Church were "altogether neg-

iefted : So that in all refpe(51:s We were quite out

of joint,

I went
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I vsent up with a full refolution to do my coun- 167^.'

try all the fervice I could, and to deal very plain- '^O/''^

ly with the Duke of Lauderdale, refolving if I

could do no good, to retire from all affairs, and
to meddle no more in publick buOnefs. I loft in-

deed my bell friend at Court. Sir Robert Mur-
ray died fiiddenly at that time. He was the wifelt,

and worthieft man of the age, and was as another

father to me. I was fenfible how much I loft in

fo critical a conjundure, being bereft of the trueft

and faithfullefl friend I had ever known : And
fo I faw, 1 was in danger of committing great er-

rors, for want of fo kind a monitor.

At my coming to Court, Duke Lauderdale Lauder-

took me into his clofet, and afked me the ftate of ^^ ^^ ^"^"^

Scotland. I upon that gave him a very punctual
''

and true account of it.- He feemed to think that

I aggravated matters ; and afked me, if the King
fhould need an army from Scotland to tame thole

in England, whether that might be depended on ?

I told him, certainly not : Ihe Commons in the

fouthern parts were all Prefbyterians : And the

Nobility thought they had been ill ufcd, and were

generally difcontentedi, and only waited for an oc-

cafion to fhew it. He faid, he was of another

mind : The hope of the fpoil of England would
fetch them all in. I anfwer'd, the King was ruined

if ever he trufted to that : And I added, that v/ith

relation to other more indifferent perfons, who
might be otherwife ready enough to pufh their

fortunes, without any anxious enquiries into the

grounds they went on, yet even thefe would not

trull the King, fince he had fo lately faid, he

would flick to his Declaration, and yet had fo

foon after given it up. He faid, Hinc ills La-
crymJE : But the King was forfaken in that mat-

ter, for none ftuck'to him but Lord Clifford, and
himfelf : And then he fet himfelf intoa ht of rail-

ing at Lord Shaftfbury, 1 was ftruck with this coo-

verfation : And by it I clearly faw into the def-

Vol. L K k peratc
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perate defigns of the Court, which were as fool-

ifh, as they were wicked : For I knew, that up-

on the leaft diforder in England, they were ready

in Scotland to have broke out into a rebellion

:

So far were they from any inclination to have af-

fifted the King, in the maftering of England, i

was much perplexed in myfelf w^hat I ought to

do, whether I ought not to have tried to give the

King a truer view of our affairs : But I refolved

to ftay for a fit opportunity. I tried the Dutchefs

of Lauderdale, and fet before her the injuftice

and oppreffion that Scotland was groaning under :

But I faw fhe got too much by it to be any way
concerned at it. They talked of going down to

hold a fefiion of Parliament in Scotland : I warn-

ed them of their danger. But they delpifed all I

could fay : Only great offers were made to my-
felf to make me wholly theirs, which made no
imprelTion on me.

The King ^^ Carried me to the King, and propofed the

liked my licenfing my Memoirs to him. The King bid me
Memoirs, bring tliem to him •, and faid, he would read them

himfelf. He did read fome parts of them, parti*

cularly the account I gave of the ill condu<5l of

the Bifhops, that occafioned the beginning of the

Wars •, and told me, that he was well pleafed with

it. He was at that time fo much offended with

the Engli^i Bifhops for oppofing the toleration,

that he feemed much fharpened againfl them. He
gave me back my book to carry it to Secretary

Coventry, in order to the licenfing it. The Se-

cretary faid, he would read it all himfelf: So this

obliged me to a longer ftay than I intended. Sir

Ellis Leightoun carried me to the Duke of Buck-
ingham, with whom I pafs'd almoft a v/hole night

;

and happened fo far to pleafe him, that he, who
was apt to be fired with a new acquaintance, gave

fuch a chara*6ler of me to the King, that ever af-

ter that he took much notice of me, and faid, he

T^voiild hear me preach. He feemed well pleafed

with
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with my fermon •, and fpoke of it in a ftrain that 167^.
drew much envy on me. t/'''^^'~\J

He ordered me to be fworn a ChapLain, and ad- Andftiew-

mitted me to a long private audience, that lafced ^'^ ^^^

above an hour, in which I took all the freedom ^^^^^^

^'

with him, that I thought became my ProfefTion.

He fun me into a long difcourfe about the authority

of the Church, which he thought we made much
of in our difputes with the Diffenters, and then

took it all away when we dealt with the Papifts. I

faw plainly what he aimed at in this : And 1 quick-

ly convinced him^ that there was a great difference

between an authority of government in things in-

different, and a pretence to infallibility. He com-
plained heavily of the Bifhops for negleding the

true concerns of the Church, and following Courts

fo much, and being fo engaged in parties. I went
thro' fome other things with relation to his courle

of life, and entred into many particulars with

much freedom. He bore it all very well ; and
thank'd me for it : Some things he freely con-

demned, fuch as living v/ith another man's wife :

Other things he excufed, and thought God would
not damn a man for a little irregular pleafure. He
feemed to take all I had faid very kindly : And
during my flay at Court he ufed me in fo particu-

lar a manner, that I was confidered as a man grow-
ing into a high degree of favour.

At the fame time Lord Ancram, a Scotch Earl, My con-

but of a fmali fortune, and of no principles, either 7?"^^"°"

as to religion or virtue, whofe wife was a Papiff,
^'^j.J

^

and himfelf a member of the Houfe of Commons,
told the Duke that I had a great Intereft in Scot-

iand, and might do him fervice in that Kingdom.
He depended on Duke Lauderdale; but hated

him, becaufe he did nothing for him. We were

acquainted there : And, he having ftudied the

mofl divinity of any man of quality I ever knew,

we found many fubjecSbs of difcourfe. He faw, I

did not flatter Duke Lauderdale : A.nd he fancied

Kk2 he
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he might malce a tool of me. So he feemed to

wonder that I had not been carried to wait on tile

Duke ; and brought me a melTage from him, that

he would be glad to fee me : And upon that he

carried me to him. The Duke received me very

'gracioufiy. Lord Ancram had a mind to engage

me to give him an account of the affairs of Scot-

'land : But I avoided that, and very bluntly entred

into much dilcourfe with him about matters of re-

ligion. He laid fome of the common things, of the

ncceffity of having but one Church, otherwife we
law what fwarms of fefts did rife up on our revolt

from Rome, and thefe had raifed many rebellions,

and the fhedding much, blood : And he named
,
both his father's death, and his great grandmother's,

' Mary Queen of Scots : He alio turned to fome
palTages in Heylin's hiflory of the Reformation,

which he had lying by him : and the paffages were

marked, to fliew upon what motives and principles

'men were led into the chajiiges that were then made.

1 enlarged upon all thefe partfculars ; and fhewed

iiim the progrefs . that ignorance and fuperftition

'had made in many dark; ages, and how much
/bloodfhed was occafioned by the PapaTpreten-

fions, for all which the opiilion of infaUibility was

a fource never to be exhauiled. And I fpoke long

to fl:ich things as were bell luited to his temper,.

iind- his capacity. I faw Lord Ancram helped him
'all he could, by which I perceived how he made
his Court* i for which when 1 reproached him
afterwards, he ' laid, it was ill breeding in me to

' prefs fo hard on a Prince. The Duke upon this

converfation expreifed inch a liking to me, that he
' ordered. .m.e to come oft to him : And afterwards

he allowed me to come to him in a private way,

,^.as oft as I pleafed. He delired to know the ftate

of affairs in Scotland. I told him how little that

-'. Kingdom could be depended on. 1 turned the

"difcourfe often to matters of religion. "He broke

7 it very gently •, for he was not at all rough in pri-

vate.
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vate converfation. He wiflied, I v/ould let thoie

matters alone : I might be too hard fdr him, and

filence him, but I could never convince him. I

toid him,Mt was a thing he could QC.V£]!..anfwer to

God nor the world, that, being born and baptized

in our Church, and having his father's lail orders

to continue ftedfafb in it, he had fuffered himfeil^

to be feduced, and as it v/ere fiollen out of it,

hearing only one fide, Vv^ithout offering his fcruples

to .our divines, or hearing what they had to fay, in

anfwer to them -, and that he was now fo fixed in

his Popery, that he would not fo much as examine
the matter. He faid to me, he had often picqueered

out (that was his v/ord) on Sheldon, and fome
other Bilhops ; by whofe anfwers he could not but

conclude, that they were much nearer, the Church
of Rome, than fome of us young men were.

Stillingfleet had a little before this time publlfhed

'a book of the idolatry and fanaticifm of the Church
cif Rome. Upon that the Duke faid, he afl<:^d

Sheldon, if it was the doctrine of the Church of
England, that Roman Catholicks were idolatefsi:

Who anfwered him, it was not -, but that young
men of parts would be popular j and fuch a charge

was the way to it. He at that time fhewed me the

Dutchefs's paper, that has been fmce printed : It

was all writ with her own hand. He gave me
leave to read it twice over : But would not fuffer

me to copy it. And upon the mention made in

it of her having fpoke to the Bifliops, concerning

fome of her fcruples, and that fhe had fuch an-

fwers from them, as confirmed and heightened

them, I went from him to Morley, as was faid

formerly, and had from him the anfwer there fet

down. I aflved the Duke's leave to bring Doftor j carried

"Stillingfleet to him. He was averfe to it •, and Doftor

iaid, it would make much noife, and could do r^o Salhng-

good. I told him, even the noife wouki have va j^j"^*"
'^

good effe6l : It would fhew he was not fo. obflinate,

but that he was willing to hear our divines-. :. I

K k 3 prelTed
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1673. F^^^^^ ^^ much: For it became necelTary to mc
V^v^i/ on my own account, to clear myfelf from the fuf-

picion of Popery, which this extraordinary favour

had drawn upon me. I at laft prevailed with the

Duke to confent to it : And he affigned an hour
pf audience. Stillingfleet went very readily, tho*

he had no hopes of fuccefs. We were abqut two
hours with him, and went over moll of the points

pf controverfy. Stillingfleet thought, the point

that would go the eafieft, and be the beft under-

iftood by him, was the Papal pretenfions to a power
over Princes, in depofmg them, and giving their

dominions to others : And upon that, he fhewed
him, that Popery was calculated to make the

Pope the fovereign of all Chriftendom. The Duke
(hifted the difcourfe from one point to another ;

and did not feem to believe the matters of fadt,

and hiftory alledged by us. So we defired, he
would call for fome Priefts, and hear us difcourfe

of thofe matters v/ith them in his prefence. He
Reclined this ; and faid, it would make a noife.

He afTured us, he defired nothing, but to follovy

his own confcience, which he impdfed on no body
elfe, and that he would never attempt to alter the

eftablifhed Religion. He loved to repeat this often.

But when I was alone with him, I warned him of
the great difficulties his religion was like to caft

him into. This was no good ar2;ument to make
him change : But it was certainly a very good
argument to make him conlider'the matter fo well,

that he might be fure he vyas in the right. He
objefted to me the doftrine of the Church of
England in the point of fubmiflion, and of pafllve

obedience. I told him, there was no trufting to a

difputable opinion : There were alfo diftinftions

and referves, even in thofe who had afferted thefe

points the moll : And it was very certain, that

tvhen men faw a vifible danger of being firll un-

done, and then burnt, they would be inclined to

theiliortell way of arguing, and to: fave them-
'- >

'

> . felv&s
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felves the beft way they could : Iritereft and felf* 1673.
prefervatipn were powerful motives. He did very .-f^^-^-

often affure me, he was againft all violent methods,

and all perfecution for confcience fake, and was

better furnifhed to fpeak well on that head, than

on any other. 1 told him, all he could fay that

way would do him little fervice : For the words

of Princes were looked on as arts to lay men
aQeep :• And they had generally regarded them fo

little themfelves, that they ought not to expedt

that others fhould haye great regard to them. I

added, he was now of a religion, in which others

had the keeping of his Confcience, who would now
hide from him this point of their religion, fince it

was not fafe to own it, till they had it in their

power to put it in praftice : And whenever that

time Hiould come, I was hire that the principles of

their Church muft carry him to all the extremities

of extirpation. I carried a volume of Judge
Crook's to him, in which it is reported, that King-

James had once in Council complained of a

llander call on him, as if he was inclined to change

his religion ; and had. folemnly vindicated him-
felf from the imputation •, and prayed, that if any
fhould ever fpring out of his loins that fliould

maintain any other religion than that which he

truly maintained and profeffed, that God would
take him out of the world. He read it : But it

made no impreffion. And when I urged him with

fome things in his father's book, he gave me the

account of it that was formerly mentioned. He
entered into great freedom with me about all his

affairs : And he fhewed me the journals he took of

bufinefs every day with his own hand : A method
he faid, that the Earl of Clarendon had (Qt him on.

The Dutchel"^ had begun to write his life. He
ihewed jne a part of it in a thin volume in folio,

I read fome it, and found it writ with a great deal

of fpirit. He told me, he intended to trull me
wjtb. his journals, that I might draw a hallory out

K k 4. of
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1673, of them. And thus, in a few weeks time, I had
—-Y-'-~ got far into his confidence. He did alfo allow me

to fpeak to him of the irregularities of his life,

fonie of which he very freely confefTed : And
when I urged him, how fuch a courfe of life did

agree with the zeal he ihewed in his religion •, he
anfwered, muft a man be of no, religion unlefs he

is a faint ? Yet he bore my freedom very gently,

and ieemed to like me the better for it. My fa-

vour with him grew to be the obfervation of the

whole Court. Lord Ancram faid, I might be what
I pleafcd, if I would be a little fofter in the points

' ot jreligion. Sir Ellis Leightoun brought me a
mefiage from F. Sheldon, and fome of his priefts,

aiTuring me, they heard fo well of me, that they

oilered me their fervice. He prefled me to im-

,
prove ray prefcnt advantages to the making my
fortune : The See of Durham was then vacant :

And he was confident, it would be no hard matter

for .me to compafs it. But I had none of thofe

views, and fo was not moved by them. The Duke
of Buckingham alked me, what I meant in being

fo much about the Duke ? If I fancied I could

change him in point of religion, 1 knew him and
the world very little : If I had a mind to raife my

'
ielf, a fure method for that was, to talk to him of

the Reforma'cion, as a thing done in heat and hafte,

and that in a calmer time it might be fit to re-

view it ail. He faid, I needed go no farther; for

fuch an intimation would certainly raife me. And
when I v/as pofitive not to enter into fuch a com-
pliance, he told m.e, he knew Courts better than

I did : Princes thought their favours were no ordi-

nary things 1 They expefted great fubmilTions in

r.ecurh : Othj^-rwife'they thought they were defpifed :

And I Would, feel the ill efretls of the favour I then

ivid,, iii ti-didv not -ftrike into fome compliances:

And, fiiics I was refolv^ed againfl thefe, he ad-

yifed me to WiCr4raw frotp the Court ; the fooner

the beti,ej?» i imputed this to his hatred of the.''""'
'

;

"'^'^^
;

"
'

'''

" Duke i
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Duke: But I found afterwards the advice was 1673.
found and good. I likewife faw thofe things in v^-y**^

the Duke's temper, from which I concluded, I

could not maintain an jntereft in him long. He
was for fubjeds fubmitting in all things to the

King's notions •, and thought, that all who oppo-

fed him, or his Minifters in Parliament, were
rebels in their hearts ^ and he hated all popular

things, as below the dignity of a King. He was
much fharpened at that time by the proceedings

of the Houfe of Commons.
In the former feflion it was known, that he was The

treating a marriage with the Archdutchefs : And ^"ke's

yet no addrefs was made to the King to hinder his ^^1q{^
marrying a Papift. His honour was not then en- by the

gaged : So it had been feafonable, and to good Commons

purpofe to have moved in it then. But now he

was married by proxy, and Lord, Peterborough

had brought the Lady to Paris. Yet the Houfe
of Commons refolved to /oUov/ the pattern the

King of France had lately let. He treated with

the Eiedor Palatine, for a marriage between his

brother and the Eledor's daughter ; in which one

of the conditions agreed to was, that fhe fhould

enjoy the freedom of her religion, and have a

private Oratory for the exercife of it. When
fhe came on her way as far as Metz, an order

was fcnt to ilop her, till fhe was better inftrufl-

ed : Upon which Ihe changed, at leaft as to out-

ward Appearance. It is true, the Court of France

gave it out that the Eledor had confented to

this method, for the faving his own honour.

And he had given the world caufe to believe, he

was capable of that, tho' he continued openly to

deny it. The Houfe of Commons refolved to

follow this precedent, and to make an addrefs to

the King, to flop the Princefs of Modena's coming
to England, till fhe fhould change her Religion.

Upon this the PuV moved the King to prorogue

^he Parliament for ^ week : And a Commiffion
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1673* w^s ordered for it. Thcf Duke went to the Houfc
.'WV^**-' on that .day, to prefs the calling tip the Commons

before they could have time to go on to bufmefs.

Some Peers were to be brought in. The Duke
preilbd Lord Shaftfbury to put that off, and to

prorogue the Parliament. He faid coldly to him,
there was no hafte. But the Commons made more
haile : For they quickly came to a vote for Hop-
ping the marriage. And by this, means they were

eni^aged, (having put fuch an affront on the

Duke) to proceed farther. He prefently tcld me,
how the matter went, and how the Lord Chancellor

had ufed him : He, was confident the King would
take the Seals from him, if he could not manage
the fefilons fo zs to procure him money, of

which there was indeed fmall appearance. I told

him, I looked on that as a fatal thing, if the

Commons began once to affront hini : That would
have a fad train of confequences, as foon as they

thought it necefTary for their own prefervation, to

fecure themfelves from falling under his revenges.

He faid, he was lelblved to fcand his ground, and

to fubmit to the King in every, thing :, He would
never take off an enemy : But he would let all the

world fee, that he was ready to forgive every one,,

that Ihouid come off from his oppofition, and

make applications to him. When the vv-eek of

the prorogation was ended, the feffion was opened

by a fpeech of the King's, which had fuch various

flrains in it, that it v/as plain it was made by dif-

ferent perfons. The Duke told me, that Lord
Clarendon during his favour, had penned all the

King's Speeches : but that now they were com-
pofed in the Cabinet, one Minifter putting in one

period, while another made another ^ fo that all

was not of a piece. He told me, Lord Arlington

was almoft dead with fear : But Lord Shaftfbury

reckoned himlelf gone at Court, and aded mor-e

roundly. In his fpeech he ftudied tp correft his

Deleada eft Carthago, applying.it to the Loeveftein

.;

'

party.
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party, whom he called the Carthaginians: But
this made him as ridiculous, as the other made
him odious. The Houfe of Commons took up
again the matter of the Duke's marriage, and

moved for an addrefs about it. But it was faid,

the King's honour was engaged. Yet they ad-

dreffed to him againft: it. But the King made
them no anfwer. By that time I had obtained a

licence of Secretary Coventry tor my book, which

the King faid fhouid be printed at his charge.

But now I muft give an account of a fborm «
p^,jj ^

railed againft myfelf, the efFeds of which were ment in

very fenfibie to me for many years. The Duke Scodand.

of Lauderdale had kept the Scotch Nation 'in fuch

a dependence on himfelf, that he was not pleafed

with any of them that made an acquaintance in

England, and leaft of dl in the Court : Nor could

he endure, that any of them fhouid apply them-
felves to the King or the Duke, but thro' him.

So he looked on the favour I had got into with a

very jealous eye. His Dutchefs queftioned me
about it. Thofe who know what Court jeaioufies

are will eafily believe, that I muft have faid fome-
what to fatisfy them, or break with them. I told

her, what was very true as to the Duke, that my
converfation with him was about religion ; and
that with the King I had talked of the courfe of

life he led. I obferved a deep jealoufy of me in

them both ; efpecially, becaufe I could not go wi h
them to Scotland. 1 faid, I would follow, as foon

as the Secretary would difpatch me. And as foon

as that was done I took poft, and by a great fall

of fnow was ftopt by the way. But I unhappily

got to Edinburgh the Night before the Parliament

met. Duke Hamilton, and many others, told me
how ftrangely Duke Lauderdale talked of my in-

tereft at Court •, as if I was ready to turn Papift.

Duke Hamilton alfo told me, th(?y were refolved

next day to attack Duke Lauderdale, and his

wtiole adminiftration in Parliament, I was troubled

ac
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1673, at this ;^ and argued with him againil the fitncfs

VV^v^ of it all I could. But he faid he was engaged

:

The Earls of Rothes, Argile, and Tweedale, and
ail the Cavalier party, had promifed to flick by
him. I told him, what afterwards happened,

that moll of thefe would make their own terms,

and leave him in the lurch : And the load would
lye on him. When I faw the thing was paft re-

medy, I refolved to go home, and follow my ftu-

dies ', fmce I could not keep Duke Lauderdale,

and him any longer in a good underftanding.

A party Next day, when the Parliament was opened?
formed j-j^g King's letter was read, defiring their affiftance

ifa^uder-
^^ carrying on the war with Holland, and alluring

dale. them of his affcdion to them in very kind words.

This was feconded by Duke Lauderdale in a long

fpeech. And immediately it was moved to ap-

point a Committee to prepare an anfwer to the

King's letter, as was ufuai. Duke Hamilton
moved, that thejlare of the Nation might be

firft confidered, that fo they might fee what
grievances they had : And he hinted at fome.

And then, as it had been laid, about twenty men,
one after another, fpoke to feveral particulars.

Some mentioned the fait, others the tobacco, and

the brandy : Some complained of the adminiftra-

tion of juftice, and others of the coin. With
this the Duke of Lauderdale was llruck, as one

dead ; for he had raifed his credit at Court by the

opinion of his having all Scotland in his hand,

and in a dependence on him : So a difcovery of

this want of credit with us he faw mull fink him
there. He had not looked for this ; tho' I had
warned him of a great deal of it. But he re-

ceding on that, and on the credit Thad got at

Court, ^nd on the hafte I made in my journey,

and my coming critically the , night before the

fcffion opened ; he laid all this together, and fan-

cied I was fent on defign, as the agent of the

party, and that the iicenling my. book was only a

blind •
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blind: He believed Sir Robert Murray had laid 1673.
it, and that the Earl of Shafti|5ury had managed >i.^'vx-/

it. And becaufe it was a common artifice of

King Charles's Minifters, to put the mifcarriage

of affairs upon fome accident, that had not been

forefeen by them, but Ihould be provided againft

for the future ; he aflured the King, that I had
been the incendiary, that I had my uncle's temper

in me, and that I muft be fubdued, otherwife I

would embroil all his affairs. The King took all

things of that kind eafily from his Minifters,

without hearing any thing to the contrary : For
he was wont to fay, all apologies were lies : Up-
on which one faid to him once, then he would al-

ways believe the firft lye. But all this was much
encreafed, when Duke Lauderdale upon his com-
ing up told the King, that I had boafted to his

wife of the freedom that I had ufed with him,

upon his courfe of life. With this the King was
highly offended : Or at leaft he made much ufe of

it, to juftify many hard things that he faid of

me : And for many years he allowed himlelf a P'

very free fcope in talking of me. 1 was certainly

to blame for the freedom I had ufed with the

Dutchefs of Lauderdale : But I was furprized by
her queftioh : And I could not bring myfelf to

tell a lye : So I had no other fhift ready to fatisfy

her. But the Duke kept up ftill a very good opi-

nion of me. I went home to Glafgow, where I

profecuted my ftudies '
till the June following,

when I v/ent again to London.
Duke Lauderdale put off the feffion of Parlia- He cffars

ment for fome time ; and called a Council, in to redrefs

which he faid, great complaints had been made in f^^Q^^^T
Parliament of grievances : He had full authority dl.

to rcdrefs them all in the King's name : There-
fore he charged the Privy Couniellors to lay all

things of that kind before that board, and not to

carry them before any other aflembly, till they

faw v/hat rcdrefs was to be had there. : Duke
I ;. - Hamilton?^
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1673. Hamilton faidj the regular way of complaints was
'wV's/ to make them in Parliament, which only could

redrefs them effectually ; fince the putting them
down by the authority of Council, was only lay-

ing them afide for a while, till a fitter opportunity

was found to take them up a^ain. Upon this

Duke Lauderdale proreded, that ne was ready in the

King's name to give the fubjed eafe and freedom,

and that thofe who would not affift and concur

with him in this, were wanting in duty and re-

fpect to the King •, and fmce he faw the matter of

the fait, the tobacco, and the brandy, had raifed

much clamour, he wouM quafh thefe. But the

party had a mind to have the inflruments of theii"

opprefTion punilhed, as well as the opprefTion it-

felf removed ; and were refolved to have thefe

things condemned by fome exemplary punifli-

ments, and to purfue Duke Lauderdale and his

party with this clafnour.

1^74. Next fefiion of Parliament new complaints were

^-O'^^**^ ottered. Duke Lauderdale faid, thefe ought to
A diipate

^^ ^ ^^ ^j.^ ^Q j.^^^ Lords of the Articles, to

about the whom all petitions and motions ought to be ma^e
Lords of firft ; and that they were the only Judges, what
the Arti- matters were fit to be brought into Parliament.

The other fide faid, they v/ere only a Committee
of Parliament, to put motions into the form of

ads ; but that the Parliament had ftill an entire

authority to examine into the flate of the Nation.

Jn this debate, they had the reafon of things on

their fide : But the words of the Ad favoured

Duke Lauderdale. So he lodged it now where

he wiflied it might be, in a point of prerogative.

Hb valued himfelf to the King on this, that he

had drawn the Ad that fettled the power of the

Lords of the Articles •, who being all upon the

matter named by the King, it was of great concern

to him to maintain that, as the check upon fadi-

ous fpirits there j which w.ould be no fooner let

3 S^>
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gOs tlian the Parliament of Scotland would grow

as unquiet, as a Houfe of Commons was in Eng-

land ; That was a confideration which at this

time had great weight with the King. I now return

to give an account of this year's felTion in England.

In the beginning of kj the Duke of Ormond, The pm-
the Earls of Shaftfbury, aad Arlington, and Se- ceedings

cretary Coventry, offered an advice to the King, '" ^^* ^^r-

foF fending the Duke for fome time from the
En^i^^^d^^

Court, as a good expedient both for himfelf and

the Duke. The King hearkened fo far to it, that

he fent them to move it to the Duke, He was

highly incenfed at it : He faid, he would obey

all the King's orders, bjLit would look on thofe as

his enemies, who offered him fuch advices. And
he never forgave this to any of them •, no not to

Coventry, for ali his good opinion of him. He
prefled the King vehemently to take the feals from
the Earl of Shaftfbury. So it was done : And
they were given to Finch, then Attorney General,

made afterwards Earl of Nottingham. He was pjnch's

a man of probity, and well verfed in the laws, charaaer;

He was long much admired for his eloquence

:

But it was laboured and affected : And he faw it

much defpifed before he died. He had no fort

of knowledge in foreign affairs : And yet he
loved to talk of them perpetually : By which he
expofed himfelf to thofe who underftood them.
He thought he was bound to juftify the Court in

all debates in the Houfe of Lords, which he did

with the vehemence of a pleader, rather than
with the folemnity of a fenator. He was an in-

corrupt Judge : And in his Court he could re-

fill the ftrongeft applications, even from the

King himfelf, tho' he did it no where elfe. Hh
was too eloquent on the bench, in the l5oufe of
Lords, and in com.mon converfation. One thing
4eferves to be remembered of him : He took
great care of filling the Church livings, that be-

longed to the S^l rnth wortlvy men ; And he
cbliged
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obliged them all to refidence. Lord Shaftfbury^

was now at liberty to open himfelf againft the

Court ; which he did with as little referve as

decency.

The Houfe of Commons were refolved. to fali

on all the Miniftry. They began with Duke
Lauderdale, and voted an addrefs to remove him
from the King's Councils and prefence for ever.

They went next upon the Duke of Buckingham :

And, it being moved in his name, that the Houfe
would hear him, he was fuffered to come to

the Houfe, The firft day of his being before

them he fell into fach a diforder, that he pretend-

ed he was taken ill, and defired to be admitted

again. Next day he was more compofed. He
juilified his own defigns, laying all the ill coiln-

fels upon others, chiefly on Lord Arlington, in-

timating plainly that the root of all errors was in

the King and the Duke. He faid, hunting was

a good diverfion, but if a man would hunt with

a brace of lobfters, he would have but ill fport.

He had ufed that figure to myfelf ;, but had then

applied it to Prince Rupert and LoM Arlington :

But it was now underllood to go higher. His
fpeech fignified nothing towards the faving of

himfelf : But it loit him the King's favour fo en-

tirely, that he never recovered ,it afterwards.

Lord Arlington w^as next attack'd : He appeared

alfo before the Commons, and fpoke much better

than was expected : He excufed himfelf, but

without blaming the King : And this had fo

good an effed;, that tho* he, as Secretary of State,

was more expofed than any other, by the many
warrants and orders he had figned, yet he was ac-

. quitted, tho' by a fmall majority. But the care

he took to preferve himfelf, and his fuccefs in it,

loft him bis high favour with the King, as the

Duke was out of meafure offended at him : So he

quitted his poft, and was made Lord Cham-
berlain. " - "

^ The
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The Houfe of Commons was refolved to force i ^^4.

the King to a peace with the Dutch. The Court w*V^^
of France recalled CroilTy, finding that the Duke
was offended at his being Jed by Lord Arhngcon.

Rouvigny was fent over : A man of great practice

in bufinefs, and in all intrigues. He was iiili a

firm Proteftant, but in all other refpeds a very

dextrous Courtier, and one of the greateft Statei-

men in Europe, He had the appointments of an

EmbafTador, but would not take the characler,'*

that he might not have a Chapeh and Mafs faid

in it. Upon his coming over, as he himfelf told

mc, he found all the Minifirers of the Allies were

perpetually plying the Members of the Houfe ot

Commons with their memorials. He knew he

could gain nothing on them : So he never left the

King. The King was in great perplexity : He A pe.ics

would have done any thing, and parted with any concluded

perfons, if that would have procured him "loney ^j^'^,^,^'^^

for carrying on the war. But he law little ap-

pearance of that. He found he was indeed at the

mercy of the States. So Lord Arlington prefled

the Spanifh Minifters to prevail with the States,

and the Prince of Orange, to get a propofition

for a peace to be fet on toot. And that it. might
have fome fhew of a peace both begg'd and

bought, he propofed that a fum of money fliould

be offered the King by the States, which fhould

be made over by him to the Prince, for the pay-

ment of the debt he owed him. Rouvigny prefs'd

the King much to give his Parliament all fatis-

taclion in points of religion. The King anfwered

him, if it was not for his brother's folly, (La
Sottife de mon Frere,) he v/ould get out of all

his difficulties. Rouvigny drew a memorial for

informing the Houfe of Commons of the modefty
of his mailer's pretenfions : For now the French
King was fenfible of his errors in making fuch

high demands, as he had made at Utrecht; and
was endeavouring to get out of the war on eafier

Vol. I. LI terms.
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1674. terms. The States committed a great error in

L^-^j defiring a peace with England, without defiring

at the fame time, that the King fhould enter in-

to the alHance, for reducing the French to the

terms of the Triple Alliance. But the Prince of

Orange thought, that if he could once feparate:

^ the King from his alliance with France, the other

point w^onld be foon brought about. And the

States were much fet on the having a peace with

England, hoping then both to be freed of the

great trouble of fecuring the coaft at a vafc charge,

and alfo by the advantage of their fleet to ruin

the trade, and to infult the coaft of France. The
States did this winter confer a new and extraordi-

nary dignity on the Prince of Orange. They
made him Hereditary Stadtholder. So that this

was entailed on him, and his ifilie male. He had

m a year and a half's time changed the whole face

of their affairs. He had not only taken Naer-

den, which made Amfterdam eafy : But by a

very bold undertaking he had gone up the

Rhine to Bon, and had taken it in a very few days

;

And in it had cut off the fupplies that the French

fent down to their garrilbns on the Rhine and the

Ifel. So that the French finding they could not

fubfift longer there, were now relblved to evacu-

ate ail thofe places, and the three Provinces of

which they were polTclTed : which they did a

few months after. An alliance was alfo made
with the Emperor. And by this means both the

Eleftor of Cologn, and the Biihop of Munfler,

were brought to a peace with the States. The
Eledlor of Brandenburgh was likewife returning

to the alliance with the States : For in the

treaty, to which he was forced to fubmit, with

Turenne for a truce of a year, he had put an ar-

ticle, referving to himfelf a liberty to a£t in con-

currence with the Empire, according to fuch refo-

lutions as fhould be taken in the Diet. This

i:h^nge of the affairs of the States had got the

Prince



of King Charles IL

Prince of Orange the affedions of the people to

fuch a degree, that he could have obtained every

thing of them that he would have defired : And
even the lofs of fo important a place as Maftricht

was not at all charged on him. So he brought the

States to make applications to the King in the ftyle

of thofe who begg'd a peace, tho' it was vifible they

could have forced it. In conclufion, a proje6t of a

peace with England was formed, or rather the peace

of Breda was writ over again, with the offer of

2 or 300000 1. for the expence of the war. And
the King figned it at Lord Arlington's office.

He came up immediately into the drawing

room ; where feeing Rouvigny he took him alide,

and told him, he had been doing a thing that

went more againft his heart, than the lofing of

his right hand : He had figned a peace with the

Dutch, the projed: being brought him by the Spa-

nifh EmbalTador : He faw nothing could content

the Houfe of Commons, or draw m-oney from

them : And Lord Arlington had prelfed him fo

hard, that he had flood out till he v/as weary of

his life : He faw it was tmpoffible for him to carry

on the war without fupplies, of which it was plain

he could have no hopes. Rouvigny told him, The King

what was done could not be helped : But he became

would let him fee how faithfully he would ferve
J^^^^f ^]^g

him on this occafion : He did not doubt but his p;ace> '

mafter would fubmit all his pretenfions to him,

and make him the arbiter and mediator of the

peace. This the King received with great joy;

and faid, it would be the mofl^ acceptable fervice

that could be done him. The French refolved

upon this to accept of the King's mediation. And
fo the King got out of the war, very little to his

honour, having both engaged in it upon unjuft

grounds, and managed it all along with ill con-

duit, and bad fuccefs : And now he got out of
it in fo poor and fo difhonourable a manner, that

with it h? Iqfl his credit both at home and abroad,

h I z Tet;
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1674. Yet he felt little of all this. He and his brother

C/'V>J were now at their eafe. Upon this, the Parlia-

ment was quickly prorogued : And the Court de-

livered itfelf up again to its ordinary courfe of
floth and luxury. But Lord Arlington, who had
brought all this about, was fo entirely loft by ir,

that tho' he knew too much of the fecret to be ill

ufed, yet he could never recover the ground he

had loll.

The Xhe Dutchefs of York carne over that winter,

efb^rcha-
She was then very young, about fixteen, but- of a

rader. ^ViH growth. She was a graceful perfon, with a

good meafure of beauty, and fo much wit and
cunning, that during all this reign flie behaved

. herfeU in fo obliging a manner, and feemed fo

innocent and good, that (he gained upon all that

came near her, and polTeiTed them with fuch im-

prefllons of lier, that it was long before her be-

haviour, after fhe was a Queen, could make them
change their thoughts of her. So artificially did

this young Italian behave herfelf, that fhe deceived

even the eldefS: and moft jealous perfons, both in

the Court and Country. Only fometimes a faty-

rical temper broke out too much, which was im-

puted to youth and wit, not enough pra<5lifed in

the world. She avoided the appearances of a

zealot, or a meddler in bufmefs •, and gave her-

felf up to innocent cheerfulnefs ; and was univer-

fally efteemed and beloved, as long as fhe was

Dutchefs.

Cole- She had one put about her to be her Secretary,
man's^ Coleman -, who became fo active in the affairs of

the party, and ended his life fo unfortunately, that

fince I had much converfation with him, his cir-

cumftances may deferve that his charafter fhould

be given, tho' his perfon did not. I was told,

he was a Clergyman's fon : But he was early

catched by the Jefuits, and bred many years

among them. He linderftood the art of mana-
ging controverfies, chiefly that great one of the

• ' authority

charafter.
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authority of the Church, better than any of their 1674.
Priefts. He was a bold man, refolved to raife v-or*-^

himfeif, which he did by dedicating himfeif Vv'holly

to the Jefuits : And fo he was raifed by them. He
had a great eafmefs in writing in feveral languages ;

and writ many long letters, and v/as the chief cor-

refpondent the party had in England. He lived at

a vail expence. And talked in 10 pofitive a man-
ner, that it looked like one who knew he was well

fupported. I loon law int:o his temper; and I

warned the Duke of it : For 1 looked on him, as
.

a man much liker to fpoil bufmefs, than to carry

it on dextroufly. He got into the confidence of
P. Ferrier the King of France's confefTor ; and
tried to get into the fame pitch of confidence with

P. de la Chaife, who fucceeded him in that poll.

He went about every where, .even to the jayk
among the criminals, to make profelytes. He dealt

much both in the giving and taking of bribes. But
now the affairs of England were calmed, I look

again to Scotland, which was yet in a ftorm.

The King writ to Duke Hamilton to come up. TLeafFalrs

And when he and Lord Tweedale arrived, they
J*

^^°^'

were fo well received, that they hoped to carry

their point. But the King's defign in this was,

that, if he could have brought the Houfe of Com-
mons to have given money, he w^as refolved to

have parted with Duke Lauderdale, and have em-
ployed them. And his kind ufage of them was
on defign CO perfuade the Commons to ufe him-
feif better, by fliewing that he v/as ready to com-
ply with them. He gave them fo good a hearing,

that they thought they had fully convinced him :

And he blamed them only for not complaining to

l^imfclf of thole grievances. But, as foon as he

faw it v/as to no purpofe to look for money from
the Houfe of Commons, and had figned the peace,

he fent them down with full afflirances that all

things fhould be left to the judgment of the Par-

liament. They canne down thro' the greateft fall

L 1 3 of
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1674. of fnow that has been in all my life-time. When
v---v'^ they got home, inftead of a fefiion, there was an

The Pari- oj-(Jei- for a prorogation-, which gave fuch an uni-

D^^ro ^^d
"^^^^^^ difcontent, that many offered at very extra-

vagant propofitions, for deftroying Duke Lauder-

dale and all his party. Duke Hamilton, who told

"me this fome years after, when an Act of Grace
was publifhed, was neither fo bad nor fo bold as

to hearken to thefe. The King writ him a cajoling

letter, defiring him to come up once more, and

to refer all matters to him : And he afllired him,

he would make up all differences.

In the mean while Duke Lauderdale took all

pofTible methods to become more popular. He
connived at the infolence of the Prefbyterians,

who took pofleflion of one of the vacant Churches

of Edinburgh, and preached in it for fome months.

The Earl of Argile and Sir James Dalrimple were

the men on whom the Prefbyterians depended^moft.

Duke Lauderdale returned to his old kindnefs with.

the former : And Lord Argile was very ready to

forget his late unkindnefs. So matters were made

^^j_ up between them. Dalrimple was the Prefident

rimple's of the fefTion, a man of great temper, and of a

tfearader. very mild deportment, but a cunning man. He
was now taken into the chief confidence. He told

the Prefbyterians, if they would now fupport Duke
Lauderdale, this would remove the prejudice the

King had againfl them, as enemies to his fervice.

This wrought on many of them.

The What influence foever this might have on the
Clergy ^Prefbyterians, the flrange condud with relation

revoked* ^^ ^^^^"^ provoked the Clergy out of meafure.

Some hot men, that were not preferred as they

thought they deferved, grew very mutinous, and

complained that things were let fail into much
confufion. And they raifed a grievous outcry for

the want of a National Synod, to regulate our

worfhip and government : And fo moved in the

Dioeefan Synods, that a petition fhould be offered

• to
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to the Privy Council, fetting forth the neceffitv of

having a National Synod. 1 liked no part of this.

I knew the temper of our Clergy too virell, to de-

pend much on them. Therefore I went out of the

way on piirrpofe when our Synod was to meet. Pe-

titions were offered for a National Synod, which

was thought an innocent thing. Yet, it being

done on defi2:n to hei2;hten the fermentation the

Kingdom was in, great exceptions were taken to

it. One Bifhop, and four of the Clergy, were

turned out by an order from the King, purfuant- ,

to the A(5t aflertin^ the Supremacy. After a year,

upon their fijbmifiion, they were rcftored. Tho'
I was not at ail concerned in this, (for I was ever

of Nazianzen's opinion, who never wifhed to fee

any more Synods of the Clergy) yet the King was
made believe, that I had laid the whole matter,

even tho' I did not appear in any part of it.

Another diforder broke out, which had greater a great

effects. A caufe being judged in the fupreme Court diftradlio*

of SefTion, the party appealed to the Parliament. ]" ^^*^,^"

This was looked on as a high contempt, done on ' •

defign to make the Parliament a Court of judi-

cature, that fo there might be a neceffity of fre-

quent Parliaments. So the Judges required all the

lawyers to condemn this, as contrary to law. Anti

they had the i*vords of a law on their fide : For
there lay no fuch appeal as ftopt procefs, nor

was there a writ of error in their law : But upon
petitions, Parliaments had, tho' but feldom, re-

viewed and reverfed thejudgment of the Courts. So
the debate lay about the fenfe of the word " Ap-
peal." Sir George Lockhart, brother to the Em-
baffador, was the mod learned lawyer, and the

bell pleader I have ever yet known in any Nation i

and he had all the lawyers almoft in a dependence

on him. ,Be was engaged with the party, and re-

folved to ftand it out. The King fent down an

order to put all men from the bar, that did not

condemn Appeals- And, when that v/rought not

L 1 4 on
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1674. on them, they were by Proclamation banilhed

<s^v>-> .Edinburgh, and twelve miles about it : And a new
day was alTigned them for making their fubmiflion ;

.
the King in a very uuulual ftyle declaring, on the

word of a prince, that, if they fubmicted not by
that day, they fhould never be again admitted to

. ;;their pra6tice. They ftood it out : And the day
-lapfed without their fubmitting. Yet afterwards

. they renounced appeals in the fenfe of the Roman
daw : And, notwithftanding the unufual threatning

in the Proclamation, they were again reftored to

pra6tice. But this made a flop for a whole year in

all legal proceedings.

Lauder- The government of the city of Edinburgh was
daleV pro- not fo Compliant, as was expected. So Duke Lau-
ceedmgs

(jci-^ale procured a letter from the Kins; to turn

out twelve of the chief Magiftrates, and to declare

them for ever incapable of all publick trulls : So
entirely had he forgot his complaints formerly made
againil incapacity, even when pafs'd in an Adl of

Parliament. The boroughs of Scotland have by
law, a privilege of meeting once a year in a body,

to confider of trade, and of by-laws relating to it.

At a convention held this year a petition was
agreed on, and fent to the King, complaining of

{omc late Afls that hindred trade, for the repeal

.of which there was great need of a feffion of.Par-

liament : They therefore prayed, that when the

King fent dov/n a CommilTioner to hold a feffion,

.^he might be in{lru6led in order to that repeal. This
^vas judged a legal thing by the lawyers there •, for

this was a lawful alTembly : They did not petition

for a Parliament, but only for inftruftions to the

feffion. Yet it v/as condemn'd as feditious : And
thofe who promoted it were fined and imprifoncd

for it. Thus Duke Lauderdale was lifted up out

of m'eafure, and relblved to crufh all that ftood

in his way. He was made Earl of Guilford in

England, and had a penfion of goool. And he let

liimfeif loofe into a very ungoverned fury. When
5 Duke
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Duke Hamilton, and fome other Lords came up,, 1674.

the King defired they would put their complaints ^---V

in writing. They faid, the laws were fo oddly

worded, and more oddly executed, in Scotland,

that the modefteft paper they could offer might be

condemned as leafing-making, and mifreprefent^

ing the King's proceedings : So they would not

venture on it. The King promiled them, that no

ill life Ihould be made of it to their prejudice.

But they did not think it fafe to truft him -, for

he feemed to be entirely delivered up to all Duke
Lauderdale's paflions.

It is no wonder then that I could not ftand be- I was dif-

fore him ; tho' at my coming up the Duke of graced.

York received me with great kindnefs, and told

me, how he had got out of great difficulties,, and
added, that the King was very firm to him : He
commended likewife his new Dutchefs much : He
was troubled at our diforders : He was firm to

X)uke Lauderdale : But he would have endeavour-

ed to reconcile matters, if there had been room for

it. He told me, the King was highly incenfed

againft me ; and was made believe, that I was the

chief fpring of all that had happened : He him-

felf believed me more innocent y and faid, he would
endeavour to fet me right with him : And he car-

ried me to the King, who received me coldly. Some
days after, when the Duke was a hunting, the Lord
Chamberlain told me, he had orders to flrike my
name out of the lift of the Chaplains -, and that

the King forbad me the Court, and expefted I

Ihould go b^ack to Scotland. The Duke feemed

troubled at this, and fpoke to the King about it

:

But he was pofitive. Yet he admitted me to fay

to him what 1 had to offer in my own juftification,

I faid all that I thought necefTary ; and appealed

to Duke Hamilton, Vv^ho did mejufticein it. But
the King faid, he was afraid I had been too bufy j

and wilhed me to go home to Scotland, and be

jiiore quiet. The Duke upon this told me, that*

if
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1674. if I went home without reconciling myfelf to Duke
—V-—

' Lauderdale, I fhould be certainly fhut up in a

clofe prifon, where I might perhaps lye too long.

This I looked on as a very high obligation : So I

refigned my employment, and refolved to flay in

England. I preached in many of the Churches
of London *, and was fo well received, that it was
probable I might be accepted of in any, that was
to be difpofed of by a popular eletlion'. So a

Church falling to be given in that way, the eledors

had a mind to choofe me : But yet they were not

willing to offend the Court. The Duke fpoke to

Duke Lauderdale, and told him that he had a

mind I Ihould be fettled in London, and defired

he would not oppofe it. Duke Lauderdale faid,

all this was a trick of the party in Scotland, to

fettle me, that I might be a correfpondent be-

tween the factions in both Kingdoms. Yet, upon
the Duke's undertakino- that I fhould not meddleo
in thpfe matters, he was contented that the King
Ihould let the eledlors know, he was not againft

their choofing me. Upon this Duke Lauderdale,

ieeing what a root I had with the Duke, fent a

meffage to me, that, if I would promife to keep
no farther correfpondence with Duke Flamilton, I

fliould again be reftored to his favour. I faid, I

had promifed the Duke to meddle no more in

Scotch affairs : But I could not forfake my friends,

nor turn againfl them. By this he judged I was
Inflexible. So he carried a ftory to the King the

Very night before the eledion, that upon enquiry

was found to be falfe, when it was too late to

help what was done. Upon that, the King fent a

fevere meffage to the eleftors. So I miffed that.

And fometime after a new ftory was invented, of
which Sharp was indeed the author, by which the

King was made believe, that I was poffefHng both
Lords and Commons againft D}.ike Lauderdale.

Upon that, the King ordered Coventry to com-
ijiand me to leave London, and not to come with-
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ih twenty miles of it. The Duke told me what the

particulars were, which were all falfe : For Lord
Faulconbridge and Lord Carlifle were the Lords,

into whom it was faid I was infufmg thofe preju-

dices. Now I was known to neither of them ; for,

tho* they had defired my acquaintance, I had de-

clined it. So I told all this to Secretary Coventry,

who made report of it to the King in the Duke's

prefence : And thofe Lords juftified me in the

matter. I hoped the King would upon all this re-

call his order. But he would not do it. So I afked

to have it in writing. The Secretary knew it was

againft law : So he would not do it. But I was

forbid the Court. The Duke brought Duke Lau-
derdale and me once together, to have made, us

friends. But nothing would do, unlefs I would
forfake all my friends, and difcover fecrets. I faid,

I knew no wicked ones : And 1 could not break

with 'perfons, with whom 1 had lived long in great

friendlhip. The Duke fpoke to the Lord Trea-

furer, to foften Duke Lauderdale with relation to

me; and fent me to him. He undertook to do
it ; but faid afterwards, Duke Lauderdale was in-

tradable.

This violent and groundlefs profecution lafted

fome months. And during that time I faid to

fom.e, that Duke Lauderdale had gone fo far in

opening fome wicked defigns to me, that 1 per-

ceived he could not be fatisfied, unlefs I was un-

done. So I told what was mentioned before, of

the difcourfes that pafs'd between him and me.

This I ought not to have done, fince they were the

effeds of confidence and friendlhip. But fuch a

courfe of provocation might have heated a coolei;"

and elder man than I was, being then but thirty,

to forget the caution that I ought to have ufed.

The perfons^ who had this from me, refolved to

make ufe of it againft him, in the next feffion of

Parliament : For which the Earl of Danby an4.

he were preparing, by,turning to new methods.

3 hord
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Lord Danby fet up to be the patron of the

Church-party, and of the old CavaUers : And
Duke Lauderdale joined himfelf to him. It was
faid, the King had all along neglefted his beft and
fureft friends : So a new meafure was taken up, of
doing all poffible honours to the memory of King
Charles I. and to all that had been in his interefts.

A ilatue of brafs on horfe back, that had been
long negle<5ted, was bought, and fee up at Charing-
crofs : And a magnificent funeral was defigned for

him. The building of St. Paul's in London was
now fet on foot with great zeal. Morley and fome
-of the Bifhops were fent for : And the new Mi-
niftry fettled a fcheme with them^ by which it was
offered to crufh all the defigns of Popery. The
Miniiicrs expreffed a great zeal in this ; and openly

accufed all the former Minifters for neglecting it

fo long. But, to excufe this to the Duke, they

told him, it was a great misfortune, that the

Church party and the Diffenters were now run into

one ', that the Church party muft have fome con-

tent given them ; and then a teft was to be fet on
foot, that fhould for ever fhut out all Diffenters,

who were an implacable fort of people. A De-
claration renouncing the iawfulnefs of refiftance in

any cafe v/hatfoever, and an engagement to en-

deavour no alteration in Church or State, was de-

figned to be a neceffary qualification of all that

might choofe, or be chofen Members of Parlia-

rnent. If this could be carried, the King's party

would be for ever feparated from the Diffenters,

and be fo much the more united to him. In order

to this, it was neceffary to put out fevere orders

of Council againft all convided or fufpefted Pa^

pifts. The Duke acquainted me with this fcheme.

He difliked it much. He thought this would raife

the Church party too high. He looked on them

as intractable in the point of Popery. Therefore

he thought, it was better to keep them under, by

fupporting the Papifts. He looked on the whole

projea.
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pi-oje6b, as both knavifli and foolifli. And upon 1674.

this he fpoke feverely of Duke Landerdale, who <—--v—-^

he faw would do any thing to fave himfelf : He
had been all along in ill terms both with Sheldon

and Morley : But now he reconciled himfelf to

them : He brought Sharp out of Scotland, who
went about alluring all people, that the party fee

againft him was likewife fet againfc the Church.

This, tho' notorioufly falfe, paffed for true among
ftrangers. And, Leightoun coming up at the

year's end to quit his Archbifhoprick of Glafgow,

Burnet had made fuch fubmiffions that he was re-

ftored to it. So that wound, which had been given.

to Epifcopacy in his perfon, was now healed. And
Leightoun retired to a private houfe in Suflex,

where he lived ten years in a moft heavenly manner,

and with a fhining converfation. So now Duke
Lauderdale was at the head of the Church party.

The Court was fomewhat difturbed with dif- Corref-

coveries that were made at this time. When Sir ^°"i^^r!l'^?

Jofeph Williamfon came back from Cologn, he land dif-

fecretly met with V/icquefort, who has publifhed covered,

a work about EmbalTadors. He was the Dutch
Secretary, that tranilated the intelligence that came
from England. And fometimes the originals were

left in his hands. Williamfon prevailed with him
to deliver thefe to him. Moft of them were writ

by the Lord Howard's brother, who upon his

brother's death was afterwards Lord Howard. He
was a man of wit and learning, bold and poor,

who had run thro' many parties in religion. In

Cromwell's time he was rebaptized, and had
preached in London. He fet up in oppofition to

Cromwell, as a great Common-wealth's man, and
did fome fervice in the Reftoration. But he was
always poor, and ready to engage in any thing

that was bold. He went over in the beginning of
the war, and offered to ferve De Wit. But he told

me, he found him a dry man. As foon as the

jPrinc? was raifed, he waited on him, and on Fagel

;

and
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1674. 2,nd undertook not only to fend them good intel-

v-^V^ ligence, but to make a great party for them. He
prefTed the Prince to make a defcent on England,

only to force the King to call a Parliament, and to

be advifed by it. And he drew fuch a Manifello,

as he believed would be acceptable to the Nation.

He, and one of the Du Moulins, that was in.

Lord Arlington's office, joined together, and gave

the States very good intelligence. Du Moulin,

fearing that he was difcovered, took the alarm in

time, and got beyond fea. Moft of the papers

that Wicquefort delivered were of Howard's writ-

ing. So upon his examination in the Tower, it

appeared they had his letters againft him. And,
when notice was fent of this to Holland, Wicque-
fort was called on to bring before them all the ori-

ginal letters that were trufted to him. And, upon
his not doing it, he was clapt up. And the States

fent word to the King, that, if any perfon ftiffered

in England on the account of the letters betrayed

by him, his head Ihould go for it. Halewyn told

me, when it was put to the Judges to know what

fort of crime this could be made, fince the papers

were given up after the Peace was concluded,

(otherwife the betraying the fecrets of the State to

enemies was a manifeft crime) they came to this

refolution, that as by the Roman law every thing

was made capital that was contra falutem Populi

Romani, fo the delivering up fuch papers was a

capital crime. This threatning faved Howard.
But yet Wicquefort was kept very long in prifon,

and ruined by it. He had a fort of a charader

from one of the Princes of Germany, upon which

he infifted. But the States thought, that his com-
ing into their fervicewas the throwing up of that

Tealoufies charader. Upon this occafion Carftairs, mentioned

of the in the year 1672, was fent over from Holland to

Prince of England. And he was feized on with a paper of
Orange,

jnftfudions, that were drawn fo darkly, that no

wonder if they gave a jealoufy of fome ill defigns

theft
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then on foot. The Prince faid, when afked about 1674,
it, that it was only meant for a direction for car- .^v-O,
fying on the levies of fome regiments, that the

King had allowed the Dutch to make in Scotland,

which the King did the better to excufe his letting

fo many continue in the French fervice. How-
foever, mention being made of money to be paid,

and of men to be raifed, and a compliment being

ordered to be made to Duke Hamilton, this looked

fufpicious. Howard had confeffed all he knew
upon promife of pardon. So that and this laid

together, gave the Court fome apprehenlions.

Duke Lauderdale made ufe of it to heighten the

King's ill opinion of the party againft him. And,
becaufe Lieutenant General Drummond was of all

the military men, he that had the bed capacity,

and the greateft reputation, he moved that he

might be fecured. The method he took in doing

it fhewed, that he neither fufpedled him, nor re-

garded the law. The ancient method was to re- rjrum-

quire men to render themfelves prifoners by fuch mond was

a day. This was a fnare to many, v/ho, though ordered

innocent, yet hating reftraint went out of the way, ^^ P"'*^"'

and were proceeded againft by an outlawry : But
an Ad; of Parliament had been made, condemning
that miCthod for the future. Yet Duke Lauder-
dale refolved to follow it. And Drummond know-
ing his innocence, rendred himfelf as required ;

and was kept a year in a Yerj cold and inconve-

nient prifon, at Dunbarton, on the top of a high

rock. This, coming after a whole life of loyalty

and zeal, was thought a very extraordinar^r reward

for fuch high pretenfions.

One thing on this occafion may be fit to be told.

Lord Kincardin had ferved Duke Lauderdale faith-

fully, even longer than he could do with a good ,

confcience : For he had ftuck to him, and was left

by him with the King, when he went to Scotland,

who knew well with how much zeal he had fup-

Dorted his intereft, and excufed his faults. When
Dulie
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1.674. Duke Lauderdale was hotiy pufhed at, he then
s^^rs^ promifed to all his friends, that he would avoid

all former errors, if he got out of his trouble :

And that made Lord Kincardin fo earneft to ferve

him. But, when he faw into how much fury he;

was running, he tried to have perfuaded him to

more temper ; but found it was in vain. Then
he confeffed to me, that I had judged truer than

he had done -, for I believed he would grow worfe

than ever. When Lord Kincardin found, he could

not hinder things in private, he oppdfed them in

Council : And fo they broke with bim. He came
lip to juftify himfelf to the King, who minded
thofe matters very little j but thought it was ne-

cefTary to give a full fcope p Duke Lauderdale's

motions, who bad told the King there was a fpirit

of rebellion that run thro' all forts of people,

and that was to be fubdued by ads of power, tho*

perhaps neither legal ngr juft : And when that

evil fpirit was once broken, then it would be fit to

return to more legal and moderate counfels. So
Lord Kincardin found, there was no arguing with

the King upon particulars. Therefore he begg'd

leave to flay fome time at Court, that he might
not be obliged to oppofe that, which the King
was made believe his fervice reqiiired. The King
confented to this -, and upon all occafions ufed

him very well. Duke Lauderdale could not bear

that, and prefled the King often to cpm/mand him
home ; which he refufed' tQ do. Qnce he urged

it with much vehemence ; And the King anfwered

as pofitively, that he faw no reafon for it, and he

would not do it. Upon this he came home as in

a fit of diftraftion, and was gathering together

all his commifTions to deliver them up to the

King. Upon that the Marquis of Athol, who
was then in high favour with him, went to the

King i and told him that he had fent Duke Lau-
derdale home half dead, and half mad ; and

begg'd the King to take pity on him. So the

King
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JCing fent a meffage to Lord Kineardiil, ordering 1674,
him to go home. This Lord Athol himielf told ^-''V**-'

me afterwards.

Towards the end of fummer the battle of SenefF
^^^^^J^'

was fought : In the beginning of which the ^^^
French had a great advantage : But the Prince of

Conde puflied it too far : And the Prince of

Orange engaged the whole army with fo much
bravery, that it appeared that the Dutch army
was now brought to another Hate, than he had
found it in. He charged himfelf in many places,

with too great a negiedt of his perfon, confidering

how much depended upon it. He once was en-

gaged among a body of French, thinking they

were his own men, and bid them charge : They
told him, they had no more powder : He, per-

ceiving they v/ere none of his men, with great

prefence of mind got out of their hands, and
brought up a body of his army to charge them ;

who quickly routed them. The aftion in the af-

ternoon recovered the lofs that was made in the

morning ; and poffefTed all the world, the Prince

of Conde in particular, with a great efteem of
the Prince's condud and courage. I will fay lit-

tle of foreign affairs ; becaufe there are many co-

pious accounts of them in print ; and I can add
little to them. With relation to the battle of
Seneff, the Prince himfelf told me that the day
before he fav/ a Capuchin, that came over from
the French army, and had a long converfation

with Zouch, the Emperor's General ; who behav-
ed himfelf fo ill on the day of battle, that the

Prince laid to his fon at night, that hi,s father had
aded fo bafely, that, if it had not been for the

refpe6t he bore the Emperor, he would have ilioc

him thro' the head. He was difgraced on this.

But the fuccefs of the campaign was loft by it.

They had a noble army ; and might have done
much more than they did. Grave was retaken in

the end of the campaign. So the Provinces v/ere

Vol. I. M nn now
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now fafe on that fide. And the Prince had gained

fo much credit with the States, that he was now
more than ever the mafter of their counfels.

The alarm that thoie difcoveries from Holland
gave our Court, made Lord Arlington offer at

one trial more tor recovering the King's confi-

dence. He offered to go over to Holland with

the Earl of Oirory : For they fancied they had a

great interefl in the Prince, by their having mar-

tied two of Bevervardt's daughters : And the

•Prince had always a particular affe6lion to Lord
"Dffory. Lord Arlington faid, he would go to

the bottom . of every thing with the Prince ; and

did not doubt, but he would bring him into an

ciitire dependence on his uncle, and particularly

difpofe him to a general peace ; on which the

'King was much fet, it being earneftly defire.d by
the French. It was likewife believed, that he

had leave to give the Prince the hope of marry-

ing her, whom he afterwards married. The
Duke told me,- he knew nothing of the matter

:

He had heard, Lord Arlington had talked, as if

the managing that was his chief errand : And up-

on that he had afked the King, who affured him
that he had a pofitive order, not fo much as to

fpeak of that matter. Yet, whether notwithftand-

ing this he had a fecret order, or whether he did

it without order, he certainly talked a great deal

*of it to the Prince, as a thing which he might
depend on, if he would in all other things be go-

verned by the King.
" Sir William Temple had been fent over the

fummer before, as EmbafTador : And his chief

inftru6tions were, to difpofe all peoples minds,

"chiefly the Prince's, to a peace. But the Prince

had avoided the feeing him till the end of the

campaign. Lord Arlington had thrown him off,

when he v/ent into the French interefl : And Tem-
;ple was too proud to bear contempt, or forget

fuch an injury foon. He was a vain man, much
/; blown
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blown up in his own conceit, which he fhewcd too

indecently on ail occafions. He had a true judg-

ment in affairs, and very good principles with re-

lation to- government ; but in nothing elfe. He
feemed to think that things v/ere as they are from

all eternity : At leaft he thought religion was fit

only for the mob. He was a great admirer of the

fe6l of Confufius in China, who were atheifts

themfelves, but left religion to the rabble. 'He

was a corrupter of all that came near him. And
he delivered himfelf up wholly to ftudy eafe and

pleafure. He entered into a clofe friendfhip with

Lord Danby, who depended much on him : And
was direfted in all his notions as to foreign affairs

by him , for no man ever came into the Miniftry,

that underftood the affairs of Europe fo little as

he did.

I v/ill henceforth leave the' account of our af-

fairs beyond fea wholly to Temple's letters, in

which they are very truly and fully fet forth. And
in them it appears, that the Prince of Orange,
even while fo yoiing, and fo little pradifed in af-

fairs, had fo clear and fo jufl a view of them,

that nothing could mifguide him ; and that the

bad profpecl he had from the ill condition of af-

fairs did not frighten him into accepting of any

mean or bafe conditions of peace. His fidehty to

his country, and the publick intereft, was fo firm,

that no private confiderations of his ovv'n could

biafs him, or indeed be m.uch confidered by him.

Thefe letters give him a chara6ter that is fo fub-

lime, as well as fo genuine, that it raifes him
much above all the performances of rhetorick or

panegyrick. I will mention very little that is to

be found in them. Holland 'was in great expefta-

tion, when they faw two fuch men, as the Earls

of Offory and Arlington come over, together

with the Earl of Danby's eldefl: fon, tho' the laft

only made the fhew a little greater. Lord Ar-

lington for fome days infifted vehemently on the

M m 2 Prince's
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1674. Prince's difmifling Du Moulin^ who had diicover-^

iyV'^ ed the fecrets of his office to him. In this the

Prince compHed : And Du Moulin was fent to

one of their plantations. As to all other things.

Lord Arlington talked to him in the ftrain of a

governor ; and feemed to prefume too much on
his youth, and on his want of experience. But,

i-nftead of prevailing on the Prince, he loft him
fo entirely, that all his endeavours afterwards

could never beget any confidence in him. So he

came back ; and reckoned this was his laft eflay,

which fucceeding fo ill, he ever after that v/ithdrew

from all bufinefs. He made himfelf eafy to the

King, who continued to be ftill very kind to him.

iSyr. At Eafter a piece of private news came 'from

v^^r-^w France, which the Duke was much delighted

Aftairsin with, becaufe it did an honour to the order of
England. ^^^ Jefuits, to whom he had devoted himfelf.

The new Confefibr had fo prelTed the King of

France in Leat to fend away his Miftrcfs, Mon-
tefpan, that he prevailed at laft. She was fent to

a Nunnery. And fo the King received the Sacra-

ment, as was faid, in a ftate of contrition. This

was writ to the Duke, and fet out with fuch cir-

cumflances, .'as jthe French ufually do every thing

that relates to their King. 1 he Duke was much
pleafcd vv^ith it. He told me, he had related it

with all its circumftances to the King in the

Dutchefs of Portfmouth's hearing ; and faid, they

both heard it with great uneafinefs, and were much
out of countenance at it. The Duke himfelf was
then in the beft temper I had ever known him in.

He was reading Nurembergius of the dlfierence

"of things temporal and things eternal : And we
had much good difcourfe oh that fubjecl. ' Lord
.Arlington ran fo much in his mind, that he- once

.faid to me, if Lord Arlington would read that

'book, he would not meddle in fo many affairs as

he did. I faw he was very jealous of him, and of

his
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kh interefl; in the King. Thus 1 have given a full 1675;
account of my acquaintance with the Duke. V'V^

I loft his favour foon after this. For in April

1675 a feffion of Parliament was .lipid, as prepa Iwasexi-

ratory to one that was defigned next winter, in '^'"^ ^^

which money v/as to be afked : But none was now ^f (j^^

'

afked •, it being only called to heal all breaches, mons.

and to beget a good underftanding between the

King and his people. The Houfe ol Commons
fell upon Duke Lauderdale. And thofe who knew
what had pafs'd between him and me, moved that

I Ihould be examined before a Committee. I was
brought before them. I told them how I had been

commanded out of town. But tho' that was ille-

gal, yet, fince it had been let fall, it was not in-

filled on. I was next examined concerning his

defign of arming the Irifh Papifts. I faid, I, as

well as others, had heard him fay, he wifl:bed the

Prefbyterians in Scotland would rebel, that he

might bring over the Irifh Papifts to cut their

throats. I was next examined concerning the de-

lign of bringing a Scotch army into Englnnd. I

,delired to be excufed, as to what had paiTed in

private difcourfe ; to which I thought I v\^as not

bound to anfwer, unlefs it were high treafon.

They preiTed me long : And I would give them
no other anfwer. So they all concluded, that I

knev/ great matters ; and reported this fpecially

to the Houfe. Upon that I was fent for, and brought

before the Houfe. I ftood upon it as I had done at

the Committee, that I was not bound to anfwer ;

that nothing had pafTed that was high treafon ;

and as to all other things, I did not think myfelf

bound to difcover them. I faid farther, I knew
Duke Lauderdale was apt to fay things in a heat,

which he did not intend to do. And, fmce he

had ufed myfelf fo ill, I thought myfelf the more
obliged not to fay any thing, that looked like re-

venge for what I had met with from him,. I was
feroiight faur .times to the bar. At laft I was toldj

M m 3 the
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1675. the Honfe thought they had a right to examine
U'-^r^ into every thing that concerned the fafety of the

Nation, as v/ell as into matters of treafon : And
they looked' on me as bound to fatisfy them :

Otherwife they would make me feel the weight of
their heavy dilpleafure, as one that concealed what
they thought \(^as neceflary to be known. Upon
this I yielded, and gave an account of the dif^

courfe tormcrly mentioned. They laid great

weight on this, and renewed their addrefs againft

Duke Lauderdale.

I was much blamed for what I had done. Some,
to make it look the worfe, added, that I had been

his Chaplain, which was falfe ; and. that 1 had
been much obliged to him, tho' I had never re-

ceived any real obligation from him, but.had done
him great fervices, for v/hich I had been very un-
v/orthiiy requited. Yet the thing had an ill ap-

pearance, as the difclofing of what had pafs'd in

confidence ; tho' I make it a great qiieftion, how
far even that ought to bind a man, when the de-

figns are very wicked, and the perfon continued

ftill in the fame poft, and capacity of executing

them. I have told the matter as it was, and mud
leave myfelf to the cenfure of the reader. My
love to my country, and my private friendfhips

carried me perhaps too far •, efpecially fmce I had

declared much againft Clergymen's meddling in

fecular affairs, and yet had run myfelf fp deep in

them.

This broke me quite with the Court, and in that

refpect proved a areat blefling to me. It brought

me out of many temptations : the greateft of all

being the kindnefs that was growing cowards me
from the Duke, which might have involved me
into great difficulties, a? it did expofe me to much
tenfure; all which' Went off upon this occafion.

And 1 applied myfelf to my ftudies, and my
fundlion, being then fettled preacher at the Rolls,

and foon after Ledurer ojf St, Clements. I lived
'''

- ' -'^
'

'':'•_ - many
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many year$ under the protection of Sir Flarbottle 1675.

Grimftone, Mafter of the Rolls, who continued v^ NJ

fteady in his favour to me, tho' the King fent

Secretary Wjlliamfon to defire him to diimifs me.

He faid, he was an old map, fitting himfelf for

another world, and he found my miniftry ufeful to

him ; fo he prayed that he might be excufed in

that. He was a long, and very kind patron to

me. I continued ttn years in that poll, free from

all neceffities : And I thank God, that was all I

defired. But, fmce 1 was fo long happy in fo

quiet a retreat, it feems but a juft piece of grati-

tude, that I ihould give fome account of that ve-

nerable old man.

He was defcended from a long- lived family ; for '^ir Har-

his great grand-father lived till he was ninety-eight, ^•}^^

his grand-father to eight-fix, and his father to
Acme's

feventy-eight, and himfelf to eighty- two. He had ciiarader.

to the laft a great foundnefs of health, of memory,
and of judgment. . He was bred to the ftudy of

the law, being a younger brother. Upon his elder

brother's death he threw it up. But falling in love

with Judge Crook's daughter, the father would
not beflow her on him, unlefs he would return to

his ftudies ; which he did with great fuccefs. That
Judge was one of thofe who delivered his judg-

ment in the Chequer chamber againft the fhip-

money, which he- did v/ith a long and learned ar-

gument. And Sir Harbottle's father, who ferved

in Parliament for Eflex, lay long in prifon, becaufe

he would not pay the loan-money. 1 hus both

his family, and his wife's, were zealous for (he

intereft of their country. In the beginning ot the

long Parliament he was a great afferter of the laws

;

and inveigh'd feverely againft ail that had been

concerned in the former illegal oppreffion. His
principle was, that allegiance and proteftion were

mutual obligations : and that the one went for the

other. He thought the law was the meafure of

both 5 and that when a legal protedion was denied

M m 4 to
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1675. to oiue that paid a legal allegiance, the fubjed had
C/'VVi a right to defend himfelf. He was much troubled,

when |)reachers afierted a divine right of regal

government. He thought it had no other effeft,

but to give an ill imprelTion of them as afpiring

men : No body was convinced by it : It inclined

their hearers rather to fufpe6t all they faid befides :

It looked like the facrificing their country to their

own preferment ; and an encouraging of Princes

to turn tyrants. Yet when the long Parliament en-

gaged in the league with Scotland, he would not
fwear to the Covenant. And he difcontinued fit-

ing in the Houfe till it was laid afide. Then he
came back, and joined with Hollis, and the other

Prefbyterians, in a high oppofition to the Inde-

pendents, and to Cromwell in particular, as was
told in the firfl book. And he was one of the fe-

cluded Members, that v/ere forced out of the

Houfe. He toUowed afterwards the pradice of

the law, but was always looked npon, as one

who wilhed well to the ancient government of

England. So he was chofen Speaker of that

Houfe, that called home the King -, and had fo

great a merit in that *whole affair, that he was
loon after, v/ithout any application of his own,

. made Mafler of the Rolls : In which poft he con-

tinued to his death with a high reputation, as he

we j 1 deferved. For he was a jufl Judge j very

flow, and ready to hear every thing that was
offered, without paiTicn or partiality, I thought
his only fault v/as, that he was too rich : And yet

he gave yearly great fums in charity, djfcharging

many prifoners by paying their debts. He was a

very pious and devout man, and fpent every day
at ieaft an hour in the morning, and as much 4t

night, in prayer and meditation, And ev.m in

winter when he was obliged to be very early on

the bench, he took care to rife fo foon, that he
had alwayc the command of that time, which he

.g^ye to thofe e;<ercifes, He was much Iharpened

^gainil
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againft Poper'y i but had always a tendernefs to 1675.

the Diffenters, tho' he himfelf continued ftill in ^^'^-^

the communion of the Church. His fecond wife,

whom i ivnew, was niece to the great Sir Francis

Bacon : And was the lafl heir of that family. Slie

had all the high notions for the Church and the

Crown, in which ihe had been bred j but was the

humbleft, the devouteil, and beft tempered pcr-

fon I ever knew of that fort. It was really a

pleafure to hear her talk of religion : She did it

with fo much elevation and force. She was al-

ways very plain in her clothes : And went oft to

' jay Is, to confider the wants of the prifoners, and

relieve, or difcharge thegi •, and by the meannefs

of her drefs, Ihe pafled but for a fervant trufted

with the charities of others. When llie was tra-

velling in the country, as Ihe drew near a village,

file often ordered her coach to flay behind till Ihe

had walked about it, giving orders for the in-

ftrudtion of the children, and leaving liberally for

that end. With two fuch perfons I fpent feveral

of my years very happily. But I now return to

the feflion of Parliament-

In the Houfe of Commons the bufinefs againfl Danby

puke Lauderdale was taken up warmly at three attack'd,

feveral times : And three feveral addrefles were ^'^^^ '"
•

made to the King againfl: him. The King's an-

fv/er v/as, that he would proteft no man againft

law and juftice; but would condemn none with-

out fpecial matter well made out. There was no

money offered : So addreffes were feeble things.

The next attempt was againfl the Earl of Danby,

who had begun to invert the ufual methods of the

Exchequer. But the majority were for him : So

that charge came to nothing. Only thofe who
" begun it formed a party againfl him, that grew in

conclufion to be too hard for him. He took a

.different method from thofe who were in the Mi-
,. niflry before him. They had taken off the great

. j^nd Ipading men: And left the herd as a defpifed

company.
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'1675. company, who could do nothing, becaufe they
' had none to head them. But Lord Danby reckon-
ed that the major number was the furer game : So.

he negle6led the great men, who he thought raifed

their price too high ; and reckoned, that he could
gain ten ordinary men, cheaper than one of thofe.

This might have fucceeded with him, if they that

did lead his party had been wife and fkilful men.
But he feemed to be jealous of all fuch, as if they

plight gain too much credit with the King. The
chief men that he made ufe of v/ere of fo low a
fize, that they were baffled in every debate. So
that many, who were inclined enough to vote in

all obedience, yet were afhamed to be in the vote

on the fide that was manifefVly run down in the

debate.

The ableft man of his party was Seimour, who
was the firft Speaker of the Houfe of Commons
that was not bred to the law. He was a man of
great birth, being the elder branch of the Seimour
family ; and was a graceful man, bold and quick.

But he had a fort of a pride fo peculiar to himfelf,

that I never faw any thing like it. He had neither

fhame nor decency with it. He was violent againft

the Court, till he forced himfelf into good pofls.

He was the moft afluming Speaker that ever fate

in the chair. He knew the Houfe, and every

man in it fo well, that by looking about he could

tell the fate of any queftion. So, if any thing

was pur, when the Court party was not well, ga-

thered together, he would have held the Houfe
from doing any thing, by a wilful miftakihg or

miflating the queftion. By that he gave time to

thofe, • who were appointed for that mercenary

work, to go about and gather in all their party.

And he woiiid difcern when they had got the ma-
jority. And then he would very fairly Hate the

queftion, when he faw he was fuie to carry it.

A great many of the Court grew to be fo un-

eafy, -efpecially when they faw the King was vinder

the
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liie influence of French and Popifli counfels, that 1675.

tftey were glad to be out of the way at critical ^w<vV
times. On feme occafiqns they would venture to

vote againft the Court : Of which the nnemorable

anfwer of Harvey's, who was Treafurer to the

Queen, was a noted inftance. He was one whom
the King loved perfonally : And yet upon a great

occafion he voted againft that which the King de-

fjred. So the King chid him feverely for it. Next
day, another important queftion falling in, he

voted as the King would have him. So the King
took notice of it at night •, and faid, you were not

againft me to day. He anfwered, no, Sir, 1 was

againft my eonicience to day. This was fo drily

delivered, that the King feemed pleafed with it

:

And it was much talked of While things went

thus in the Houfe of Commons, there was the

greateft and longeft debate in the Houfe of Lords,

that has been in all my time. They fate upon it

often till midnight.

It was about the teft that Lord Danby had con- Debates

trived, as was formerly mentioned. Lord Danby, cfmcem-

and Lord Finch, and fome of the Bilhops, were*"»*^^
'

•the chief arguers for it. They faid, it was ne-

ceifary that a method fhould be found out, to dif-

criminate the good fubjedis from the bad : We had

been lately involved in a long civil war, occafioned

by the ill principles that fome had taken up with

relation to government : it was fit to prevent the

return of fuch miferies : The King had granted a

Very full indemnity, and hadobferved it reHgioufly

:

JBut there was no reafon, while fo much of the

old leaven ftili remained, to leave the Nation ex-

pofed to men of fuch principles : It was not fit

to make a Parliament perpetual : Yet that was a

lefs evil, than to run the hazard of a bad election

;

efpecially when jealoufies and fears had been Mow-
ed about the Nation : A good conftitution was to

be preferved by all prudent methods : No man was

to be preffed to t.ake this teft : But,, as they, v/ho
"

• were
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were not willing to come into fuch an engage-

ment, ought to have the modefty to be contented

with the favour and connivance of the Govern-
ment, fo, if that did not teach th«ii good man-
ners, it might be fit to ufe feverer methods. To
all this great oppofition was made. It was plain,

thd Duke did not like it : But the King was fo kt
on it, that he did not declare himfelf againft it.

But all the Papifts were againft it : They thought

the bringing any teft in pradtice, would certainly

bring on one that would turn them out of the

Houfe. The Lords Shaftfbury, Buckingham,
Hollis, Hallifax, and all thofe who were thought

the Country party, oppofed this mightily. They
thought, there ought to be no tefts, beyond the

oath of allegiance, upon the elections to Parlia-

ment : That it being the great privilege of Englifh

men, that they were not to be taxed but by their

reprefentatives ', it was therefore thought a difm-

heriting men of the main part of their birthright,

to do any thing that fhould ihut them out from

their votes in electing : All tefts in publick af-

femblies were thought dangerous, and contrary to

publick liberty : For if a Parliament thought any

law inconvenient for the good of the whole, they

muft be fuppofed ftill free to alter it : And no pre-

vious limitation could bind up their legiflatiire

:

A great deal was faid, to Ihew that the peace of

the world was beft fecured by good laws, and good
government : and that oaths or tefts were no fe-

curity : The fcrupulous might be fettered by them:

Yet the bulk of the world would boldly take any

teft, and as boldly break thro' it ', of which the

late times had given large proofs : The matter of

this teft was very doubtful : For, tho' generally

fpeaking the King's perfon and his power were

not to be diftinguiftied, yet that was not univer-

fally true : An infant King, or a lunatick, were

exceptions : As alfo a King in his enemies hands,

which, was the -cafe of Henry VI,- for whofe power

l)is
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his own party fought even againft his perfon : So 1675.
an exception was to be underftood ; otherwife the

propofition, that affirmed it was a traiterous po-

rtion to feparate them, was not true : Nor could

it be reaforiable to bind up men againil alterations :

Every new law was an alteration : It was not eafy

to define how far the power of making alterations

might go, and where it muft ilop : Thefe things

were beft left at large : Upon the whole matter, as

they were againft any Parlivimentary teft, fo they

were more particularly againft this. Lord Shaftf-

bury diftinguifhed himfelf more in this feffion,

than ever he had done before. He fpoke once a

whole hour, to fhew the inconvenience of Con-
demning all refiftance upon any pretehce what-
foever. Hefaid, it might be proper to lay fuchties

upon thofe who ferved in the militia, and in Cor-^

porations, becaufe there was ftill a fuperior power
in Parliament to declare the extent of the oath

:

But it might be of very ill confequence to lay it

on a Parliament : Since there might be cafes, tho'

fo far out of view that it was hard to fuppofe them,
in which he believed no man would fay, it was not
lawful to refift. If a King would make us a Pro-
vince, and tributary to France, and fubdue the

Nation by a French army, or to the Papal au-

thority, muft we be bound in that cafe tamely to

fubmit ? Upon which he faid many things, that

did cut to the quick. And yet, tho' his words
were watched, fo that it was refolved to have fent

him to the Tower if any one word had fallen

from him that had made him liable to fuch a cen-

fure, he fpoke both with fo much boldnefs and
fo much caution, that though he provoked the

Court extreamly, no advantage could be taken

againft him. The Court carried every queftion in

favour of the teft, tho' with great oppofition, and
a proteftation made upon every ftep that was car-

ried. So -that' the bill was in a fair way to have
pafs'd : And very probably it would have pafs'd in

2 ' the
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1675. the Houfe of Commons, when by an uiilookea

\jry*->>^ for emergency the fefTibn was broke.

A difpute . Ever fince the end of Iting James I's, reign,

about ap- petitions of appeal were brought to the Houfe
peals and

^^ Lords from decrees in Chancery. This "rofe

^ from a parity of reafon, b^caufe writs of erroi^

lay from the Courts of law to the Houfe of Lords.

And fmce the bufinefs of the Chancery grew to be

fo extended and comprehenfive, it was not thought

fafe to leave it wholly to the Lord Chancellor's

confcience. So this practice, tho*^ fo lately begun,

^rew on by degrees to be the main bufinefs of the

Houfe of Lords. A petition of appeal was

brought againft a Member of the Heufe of Com-
mons. The Lords received it,, and made an or-

der upon it. The Member being ferved with it,

brought it into the Houfe of Commons. And
they voted it a breach of privilege, for the Lords

to meddle with one of their Houfe. The Lords

on the other hand faid, they were bound to do

jullice to all : And no privilege could lye againft

that: And, fmce they never fate but when the

Commons fate likewife, if a privilege from that

Houfe could fl:op their proceedings, there muft

be a failure in juftice : And fmce no privilege was

ever pretended in the cafe of a writ of error, it

could not lye againft an appeal. So they refolved

to proceed in the caufe. The Commons pafs'd a

vote againft any lawyers that fhould plead at the

Lords bar in this caufe. But the Lords com-
manded the Council to go on j with which they

complied. And as they went from the Lords

bar, they were by an order from' the Houfe of

Commons fent to the Tower. But they were by
another order from the Lords fet at liberty. So

the two Houfes being as it were at war, it was

neceflary to put an end to the feffion.

The fcf- This was very uneafy to the Court : For they
{ion broke ^^^ j^ ^^s ^ ygj-y fyj-g method to break a feffion
up on K.

^^ Parliament, every time that it was taken up.

I am
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I am not fure, if this was laid, or if it happened

by accident. Lord Shaftfbury faid, it was laid

by himfelf. But others alTured me, it happened

in courfe, tho' it produced great effefts : For

there never was a ftrength in the Court to raife

this debate of the tell in any fubfequent feffion.

And as this made the Court apprehend, they

might by the-profecution of the fame appeal lofe

the next feffion, fince the prorogation did only

difcontinue Parliamentary . proceedings, but not

Judiciary ones •, fo they feared, this might go fo

far as to force a diflblution of the prefent Parlia-

ment : To which the Court would be very hardly

brought, after they had praftifed fo long upon

the Members, and knew them all fo well.

In this feffion, on a day that grievances were

to be gone upon, Grimftone faid, that confider-

ing the extent of privilege, he looked on a (land-

ing Parliament as the greateil grievance of the

Nation 5 fo many men being exempted from
juftice, and from the demands of their creditors,

for fo long, and fo indefinite a time. This mo-
lion was let fall at that time. But it was not

forgot. And it was likely to be taken up, when
new opportunities Ihould be offered. The fum-

mer went over without any confiderable accidents

at home.
A new felTion met next winter. And at the A feffion

firft opening it the King laid before the Commons °^ P^''^'^*

the great difHcuIties he was in by the anticipa-

tions of his revenues. It was then generally

thought, that the King was in fuch llraits, that,

if money could not be obtained, he muH turn

to other counfels, and to other Minifters. The
debate went high in the Committee of the whole
Houfc. It was offered on the one fide to fhew,

that the King had not enough in his hands to

maintain the government, and to fecure the Nation :

Tho' our neutrality at that time made trade flow

in upon us, fo that the Culloms rofe higher than

ever.
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ever. On the other hand it was faid^ that if aiK-

ticipations were once admitted ag a reafon for ^
fupply, the Court would never want that reafon.

It was fitter to examine by whofe means, or on
what defign thofe anticipations were made. At
laft the queflion was put. And, the vote being

then Hated, and the previous queftion being tlien

put, whether the main queltion fhould be then

put, or not, the votes were equal. So Sir Charles

Harbord, who was in the chair, gave it for put-

ting the main queftion. But, fome of the Coun-
try fide coming in between the two queftions,

the main queftion was loft by two or three. So
near was the Court to the carrying fo great a

point. Harbord was much blamed for his ralh-

nefs. He faid, the duty of the chair was always

to fet matters forward : And fo he ought to have

given it for putting the main queftion : And, if

the lame equality had continued, he faid, he

would have given it for the Court. He was a

very rich and covetous man, who knew England
well : And his parts were very quick about him
in that great age, being paft eighty. A lively re-

partee was made by his own fon to him in the

debate. He had faid, the right way of dealing

with the King, and of gaining him to them, was,

to lay their hands on their purfes, and to deal

roundly with him. So his fon faid, he feconded

hi'S motion : But he meant, that they fhould

lay their hands on their purfes, as he himfelf

did, and hold them well fliut, that no money
fhould go out of them. The Earl of Danby was
much difappointed at this. Yet he took heart,

fince it was brought fo near, that he reckoned he

would make the next feffion fure. The petition

of appeal, that had broke the former feffion, was
now brought on again before the Lords. The
Court tried their whole ftrength to keep it oft^, till

they faw what might be expelled from the Com-
mons. So, upon the mifcarriage of the great

vote
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vote In the Houfe of Commons, the Lords went

on upon the petition : And, the Commons oppo-

fmg them vigoroufly, as before, it was vifible that

the Parhament muft be prorogued.

Upon this it was propofed in the Houfe of '^^^ *^^^-

Lords to addrefs the King for diffoiving the pre-
\ll,l^pl^^

fent Parhament. It was manifefl the two Houfes jiamenc

could no longer maintain the correfpondence that men.

was neceflary. In a new Parliament this muft fall

to the p'round : But it could not while this lafted.

It was faid, a ftanding Parliam.ent changed the

conftitution of England. The King did no more
confult with his people, nor know them : But he

had now a cabal of fingle perfons to deal with.

The people were now cut off from their liberty of

eledling •, and fo had no more a true reprefenta-

tive. It was faid, that a Parliament of a long

continuance would be either an engine to fell the

liberties of their country, or would by rendring

themfelves popular join with the people agai nit

the Crown. In either cafe it was like to be de-

ftruftive to the conftitution. So it was moved,

that an addrefs fliould be made to the King for

diffoiving the Parliament. And, to the wonder

of all men, the Duke joined in .it. The majority

of the temporal Lords were for it. But the bench

of Bilhops was againft it : And fo it was not car-

ried. The thing became the univerlal fubje£t of

difcourfe. It was infufed into the Members of.

the Houfe of Commons, that, if they would not-

be more tradable, and help the King out ot his

neceffities, he was fure a new Parliament would
give him money, and make him eafy ; and that

the rather for having dilTolved them. This

wrought on many of them, who had been chofen

while the Nation was in a fit, or rather a fury

of loyalty. They knew, they could never hope

to be chofen again. Many of them were ruined

in their fortunes, and lived upon their privileges,

and upon their penficns. They had gol: it among
Vol. I. N n them
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them for a maxim, which contributed not a little

to our prefervation while we were in fuch hands,

that, as they muft not give the King too much
at a time, left there fhould be no more ufe for

them, fo they were to take care not to ftarve the

Court, left they thcmfelves fhould be ftarved by
that means. They were indeed generally both
aga/inft Popery and France. And, to redeem their

credit for the money that they were ready to

give fomewhat too lavifhly, they faid, when they

went into their countries, that it was on defign to

fix the King to an Englifh intereft, and the Fro-
teftant religion. And they had talked fo high oxi

thofe heads, that the Court itfelf could not ma-
nage them, when any thing relating to thefe came
before them. Some of them were high for the

prerogative : Others high for the Church : And
all the mercenary men were careful of themfelves.

In oppolition to thefe a great party was formed,

who declared more heartily for the Proteftant re-

ligion, and for the intereft of England. The
Duke of Buckingham, and the Earl of Shaftft)ury,

opened many ot their eyes, and Jet them know
the deligns of the Court. And indeed they were

then fo vifible, that there was enough i'een^ with-

out fuch fecret intelligence, to convince the moft.

incredulous. Sir William Coventry had the great-

eft credit of any man in the Houfe. Tie never

meddled perfonally with any Minifter. He had
a perfe6t underftanding of affairs. So he laid

open the errors of the government with the more,

authority, becaufe he mixed no paffion nor pri-

vate reientments with it. His brother ufually

anfwered him with much life in a repartee, but

not with the weight and force with which he

fpoke. Colonel Birch was a man of a peculiar

charader. He had been a carrier at firft, and
retained ftill, even to an afFedation, the clown-

ifhnefs of his education. He got up in the pro-

grefs of the war to be a Colonel, and to be con

-

4 , cerned
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cerned in the Excife. . And at the Reiteration he 1675.
was found to be fo ufeful in managing the Excife, ^*<^'\->m/

that he was put in a good poft. He was the

roughell and boldeft fpeaker in the Houfe ; and
talked in the language and phrafes of a carrier,

but with a beauty and eloquence that was always

acceptable. I heard Coventry fay, he was the beft

fpeaker to carry a popular affembly before him
that he had ever known. He fpoke always with

much life and heat. But judgment was not his

talent. Waller was the delight of the Houfe :

And even at eighty he laid the livelieft things of

any among them : He was only concerned to fay

that which fhould make him be applauded. But
he never laid the bufinefs of the Houfe to heart,

being a vain and empty, tho' a witty, man. He
deferves the charafter of being one of the great

refiners of our language and poetry. He was for

near fixty years one of the beft of all our wri-

ters that way. The two men of quality that were

the mod confidered w^ere, the Lord RuiTell, and
the Lord Cavendifh. Lord Ruliell was a m.an

of great candor, and of a general reputation j

univerfally beloved, and trufted j of a generous

and obliging temper. He had given fuch proofs

of an undaunted courage, and of an unfhaken

firmnefs, that I never knew any man have lb en-

tire a credit in the Nation as he had. He quickly

got out of fome of the diforders into which the

Court had drawn him. And ever after that his

life was unblemilTi'd in all refpefts. He had from
his firft education an inclination to favour the

Non-conformifts ; and wifhed the laws could

have been made eafier to them, or they more
pliant to the law. He was a ilow man, and of
little difcourfe : But he had a true judgment, when
he confidered things at his own leifure. hlis under-

Handing was not defedive : But his virtues were

fo eminent, that they would have more than ba-

lanced real defeds, if any had been found in the

N n 2 other.
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1675. other. Lord Cavendifii, afterwards Earl, and
v^V^ then Duke, of Devonfhire was too much a liber-

tine both in principle and pra<51:ice. He went off

from the Court at firft upon refentments for fome
difappointments there. He was ambitious, and
had the courage ot a hero, with an unufual pro-

portion both of wit and knowledge. He had a

great foftnefs in his exteriour deportment. Lit-

tleton and Powle were the men that laid the mat-
ters of the Houfe with the greateft dexterity and
care. Powle was very learned in precedents, and
Parliament journals, which goes a great way in

their debates : And, when he had time to pre-

pare himfelf, he was a clear and ftrong fpeaker.

Littleton was the ableft and the vehementeft ar-

guer of them all. He commonly lay quiet till

the end of a debate : And he often ended it,

fpeaking with a llrain of conviction and autho-

rity, that was not eafily relifted. I lived the very

next door to him for feveral years : And we fpent

a great deal of our time every day together. . He
told me all their management : And commonly,
when he was to put his whole ftrength to argue

any point, he ufed to talk it over with me, and to

fet me to object all that I could againft him. He
lived wholly in London. So matters were moft
in his hands during the intervals of Parliament.

And by his means it was, that I arrived at fuch

knowledge of their intrigues. He was a wife

and worthy man, had ftudied much modern hif-

tory, and the prefent ftate and intereil of Eu-^

rope. Sir Thomas Lee was a man that valued

himfelf upon artifice and cunning, in which h^

was a great mailer, without being out of coun-

tenance when it was difcovered. Vaughan, the

chief Juftice's fon, was a man of great integrity,

had much pride, but did great fervice. Thefe
were the chief men that preferved the Nation
from a very deceitful and pradifing Court, and
from a corrupt Houfe of Commons. And by

I their
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their Ikill and firmnefs they, from a fmall num-
ber who began the oppofition, grew at lait to be

the majority.

All this I thought fit to lay together, and to i6j6.

fill as it were an empty place in my hiftory : For, <—y-«^
as our main bufinefs lay in preparing for, or ma- ^ '""S

naging a feffion of Parliament, fo we had now a
j,^J,een

long interval, of above a year, between this M- ihe kiVi-

fion in winter 1675, and the next feffion of Par- f'ns of

liament, which was not till the fpring in 1677.
^^''''?-

The French were much fet on procuring a peace.

And they, feeing how much the Parliament was
fet on engaging the King in the Alliance, pre-

vailed with him to difcontinue the feffion ; for

which no doubt he had round fums of money fenc

to him.

About this time Lockhart the Embaffador in An ac-

France died. The farther he faw into the defigns ^^°""^ °^

of the Court, he grew the more uneafy in the f^rcs of

'

poll he was in, tho' he aded in it with great Lock-

fpirit and refoluti'on, both with relation to his hart's

own matter, and to the French King : Of which ^^^^^S^

I will fet down two paflfages, that may be very

inftrudlive to Embafladors. In this time of neu-

trality, the French privateers took many Englilh

fhips, pretending they were Dutch only with

Englifh pafles. One of thefe was taken by a

privateer, that, as was believed, Pepys, then fe-

cretary to the Englifh Admiralty, and in great

favour with the Duke, had built -, and, as v/as

faid, out of the King's flores. The merchants

proved in Council, that the fliip was EngUili.

So Lockhart had an order to demand her : And
he preffed it fo effeclually, that an order was font

from the Court of France to difcharge her. But,

before that was executed, the King was prevailed

on by Pepys, to tell the French Embaffador, that '

he did not concern himfelf in that fiiip : He be-

lieved merchants were rogues, and coiild bring

N n 3 witnelfes
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1676. witneffes to prove whatfoever they had a mind to t

^...-v',^ So the Court of France might do what they pieafed

in that matter. This was writ to Verfailles a day

or two after the former order was fent. But up-

on it a new one went to Dunkirk, where the fhip

lay, to flop her. This came before fhe could get

out. So Luckhart,. being informed of that, went

to Court, and compLamed heavily. He was told,

what the King himfelf had faid about it. He an-

fwered refblutely, that the King fpoke to them
only by him. Yet he wrote upon this to the

Court of England, defiring to be recalled, fince

he could ferve no longer with honour, after he

had beei| fo difowned. Upon this the King wrote

him a letter with his own pen, excufmg the mat-

ter the bell he could; and juftined him in what

he had done. And upon that fecret orders were

fent, and the fhip was difcharged. The other

was a higher point, confidering the bigotry of the

King of France. Lockhart had a French Popifh

fervant, v/ho was dying, and fent for the Sacra-

ment. Upon which it was brought with the pro-

ceflaop ordinary in fuch cafes. Lockhart, hearing

pf this, ordered his gates to be fhut, And upon

that many were eniiamed, and were running tp

force his gates : But he ordered all his family to

ftand to their arms, and, if any force was offer-

ed, to fire. There wa? a great noife made of

this. But no force was orFered. He refolved

to complain firfl : And fo v/ent to Court, and ex-

poflulated upon it. He faid, his houfe was his

maftcr's houfe : And here a publick triumph was

attempted on his raafter's religion, and affronts

were offered him : He faid, if a Priefl had

brought the Sacrament privately, he would have

connived at. it: But he afked reparation for fo

publick an injury. The King of France feemed

to be highly difpleafed at this, calling it the great-

eft indignity that had ever been done to his God
during his reign. Yet the point did not bear ar-

oumg
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guing: So Lockhart faid nothing to that. When 167^.

Lockhart went from him, Pomponne followed w-v^*-'

.him, fent after him by the King -, and told him,

he would force the King to fuffer none of his fub-

jeds to ferve him. He anfwered, he would order

his co^ch-man to drive the quicker to Paris, to

prevent that j and left Pomponne to guefs the

meaning. As foon as he came to his houfe, he

ordered ,all . his French fervants to be immediately

paid off, and difmifs'd. The Court of England
was forced to juftify him in all this matter. A
publick letter of thanks was writ to him upon it.

And the Court of France thought fit to digefl it.

But the French King look'd on him ^yer after,

with great coldnefs, if not with averfion. Soon
after that he fell into a languifhing, which after

fome months carried him off". I have ever look'd

on him as the greateft man that his country pro-

duced in this age, next to Sir Robert Murray.

The Earl of Danby began now to talk againil Manage-

the French intereft with open mouth. Rouvigny J
ftaid but two years in England : For, though he

ferved his mailer's interefts but too well, yet the

Popiih party could not bear the want of a Chapel

in the French Embaffador's houfe. So he was re-

called : And Courtin was fent in his room. Be-

fore he parted, he talked roundly with LordDanby:
He faid, he was going into popular interefts againft

thofe of his mafter's honour, who having engaged

the King of France in the war, and being forced

to leave him to fight it out alone, ought not to

turn againft him j efpecially, fmce the King of

France referred every thing to him as the arbiter

qjid mediator of the peace : He remembred him
of the old Duke of Buckingham''^ fate, who
thought to become popular by breaking the Spanifli

match; and it was his ruin : He faid, the King of

France was the King's beft friend, and trueft ally :

Aad if he made the King forfake him, and depend

on his Parliament, being fo tempered as they were

N n 4 then.
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1676. then, both the King and he might come to repent

W*^ it) when it was too late : I had all this from him-

felf. To this Lord Danby replied, that he fpoke

as a faithful fervant to his own mailer, and that

he himfelf would aft as a faithful fervant to his

mafter. Courtin fpoke a great deal to the fam.e

purpofe, in the Prince of Conde's prefence, when
I had the honour to wait on him. He told me,

there was a ftrange reverfe in things : Lord Danby
was at that timefuffering for being in the French

intereft : And Lord Montague was popular as be-

ing againft it : Whereas, to his knowledge, during

his employment in England, Lord Danby was an

enemy t« their intereft, as much as Lord Monta-
gue was for it. I can fay nothing as to one point,

whether any great fums came over from France all

this while, or not. Some watched the rifing and

falling of the exchange, by which men fkilful in

thofe matters can judge, when any great fum palTes

from one Kingdom to another, either in fpecie, or

by bill ': But they could never find out any thing

to make them conclude it was done. Lord Mon-
tague told me, he tried often to get into that fe-

crer, but in vain : He often faid to the King, that,

if he would truft him, he could make better bar-

gains for him, than others had made : But the King

never anfwered him a word on that head : And he

believed, that what fums foever came over, they

were only to the Dutchefs of Portfrtiouth, or to

the King's privy purfe ; and that the French Em-
balTadcr had the fole managing of that matter,

the King perhaps not being willmg to truft any ot

his own fubjefts, v/ith fo important and fo danger-

ous a fecret. In all companies the Earl of Danby
was declaring openly againft France, and Popery.

And the See of . London falling then void by

Henchman's death, he t)rought Compton, brother

to the Earl of Northampton,' to fucceed him. He
was i,Tiade Biftiop of Oxford upon Crew's being

promoted to Durefiiic,

Comptoq
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Compton carried arms for fome years. When 1676.

he was pafs'd thirty, he took orders. He was an s-^-y^-'

humble and modeft man. He applied himfelf ^^^ ^^2-

more to his function, than Bifliops had commonly
J^ ^J

°

done. He went much about his diocefe ; and Biihops,

preached, and confirmed in many places. His
preaching was without much life or learning : For
he had not gone thro' his lludieswith theexad:nefs

that was fitting. He was a great patron of the

Converts from Popery, and of thofe Proteftants,

whom the bad ulage they were beginning to meet
with in France drove over to us: And by thefc

means he came to have a great reputation. He
was making many complains to the King, and
often in Council, of the infolence of the Papifts,

and of Coleman's in particular. So that the King
ordered the Duke to difmifs Coleman out of his

fervice. Yet he continued ftill in his confidence.

But with thefe good qualities Compton was a weak
man, willful and ftrangely wedded to a party. He
was a property to Lord Danby, and was furneci

by him as he pleafed. The Duke hated him. But
Lord Danby perfuaded both the King and ,him,
that, as his heat did no great hurt to any perfon,

-fo the giving way to it helped to lay the jealoufies

of the Church party. About a year after that,

Sheldon dying, Compton was perfuaded that Lord
Danby had tried with all his ftrength to promote
him to Canterbury -, tho' that was never once in-

tended. There were none of the order, that were
in any fort fitted to fill that See, whom the Court
could trull.

Sancroft, Dean of St. Paul's, was raifed to it.

He v/as a man of folemn deportnient, had a fullen

gravity in his looks, and was confiderably learned.

He had put on a monaflick ftrictnefs, and lived

ab(lra6ted from company. Thefe things, together

with his living unmarried, and his being fixed in

the old maxims of high loyalty, and a fuperftitious

valuing gf little things, made the Court cQnclude,
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1676. that he was a man, who might be entirely gained

V^V'w to ferve all their ends ; or, at leaft, that he would
be an unadlive fpeculative man, and give them
little oppofition in any thing that they might at-

tempt, when they had more promifing oppor-

tunities. He was a dry, cold man, referved, and
peevifh ; fo that none loved him, and few efteemed

him : Yet the high church party were well pleafed

with his promotion.

As Lord Danby thus raifed his creatures in the

Church, fo he got all men turned out of their

places, that did not entirely depend on him : And
went on in his credit with the King, ftill afluring

him, that, if he would leave things to his condud,
he would certainly bring about the whole Cavalier

party again to him. And fuch was the corruption

and poverty of that party, that, had it not been

that French and Popifh counfels were fo vifiblc

in the whole courfe of our affairs, he had very

probably gained them to have raifed the King's

power, and to have extirpated the Dilfenters, and
to have brought things very near to the ftate they

were in, in King Charles I's. time, before the war.

The Pro- All this while the Papifts were not idle. They
jeds of tried their ftrength with the King to get the Par-j

*^ ^^' liament diflblved : In which their hopes carried

them fo far, that Coleman drew a declaration for

juftifying it. Their defign in this was, once to

divide the King and his people : For they reck-

oned the new Parliament would not be fo eafy to

him as this was. For how angry foever this was

at him, and he fometimes at them, yet they faw

that a fevere Ad againft Popery, or fome fteps

made againft France, would difpofe them to forget

all former quarrels, and to give money. And as

the King always wanted that, and loved to be eafy,

fo the profped of it was ever in his view. They,

feared, that at fome time or other this might
make him both facrifice Popery, and forfake

France. So they took all poffible methods to en-
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gage the King in a more entire dependance on

France, and a diftruft of his own people. They
were labouring for a general peace in all Courts,

where they had any intereft. The Prince of 4^

Orange's obftinacy was the common fubjed: of

their complaints. Lord Shaftfbuty tried, upon

the Duke's concurring in the vote for an addrefs

to have the Parliament dilTolved, if he could fe-

parate him from the Earl of Danby. And he fent '

a meifage to him by the Lord Stafford, that his

voting as he did in that matter, had gained much
on many who were formerly his enemies : He
wifhed he would ufe his intereft with the King to

get that brought' about : And he durft undertake,

that a new Parliament Ihould be more inclinable

to grant the Papifts a toleration, than they would
ever find this would prove.

But the Duke and Lord Danby were.too firmly Cole-

united to be eafily divided : For whatever Lord '".^"'^ ^^'-

Danby gave out, he made the Duke believe, that ^"S""'

all that he intended would really turn to his fervice.

Coleman was very bufy in writing many letters to

all places, but chiefly to the Court of France.

He was in all his difpatches fetting forth the good
ftate of the Duke's affairs, and the great ilrengch

he was daily gaining. He was either very fan-

guine, if he believed this himielf, or very bold in

offering to impofe it fo politively on others. He
was always full of affurances, that, if a peace

CQuld be brought about, fo that the King of France
was fet at liberty to ailiil them with his purfe, and
his force, they v/ere never in fuch hopes of fuc-

ceeding in the great defign of rooting out this

peflilent herefy, that had fo long over-run thefe

northern kingdoms. He had a friend, one Sir

William Throgmorton, of whom he intended to

niake great ufe. He and his wife had prevailed

with him and his Lady to change their religion.

And fo he fent them over to France, recommend-
ing him to the King's confeifor, jp. Ferrier, as a

man
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1676. man that might do them great fervice, if he could

s,^<-Vv-/ be made one of theirs. So Ferrier, looking on
him as a man of importance, applied himfelf to

turn him, which was foon done. And the con-

feflfor, to raife the value of his convert, fpoke of

him to the King in fuch a ftrain, that he was
much conficiered. When his Lady abjured, the

Duke of Orleans led her up to the altar. He took

great ftate on him, and foon fpent all he had. He
was a bufy man between the two Courts. But,

before he got into any confiderable poft, Ferrier

died : And the new confefTor did not take fuch

care of him as his predeceflbr had done. So he

was forced to quit his high living, and retire to a

private houfe. And he fent his Lady into a Mo-
naftery. Yet he continued ftill to be Coleman's

agent, and correfpondent. He went often to fee

an Engliih Lady, that was of their religion, Lady
Brovvri. And being one day with her, he received

a deep wound by a knife ftuck into his thigh, that

pierced the great artery. Whether the Lady did

it to defend herfelf, or he to Ihew the violence of

his paffion, was not known. It was not poffible

to ftop the bleeding. Yet the Lady would have

him carried out of her houfe. He died in the

houfe of one Holiman, an eminent man of their

religion, then at Paris. The whole matter was

carried off in fuch fecrecy, that Lockhart, then

at Paris, could never penetrate farther into it. I

had this from his Lady after his death.

Coleman quickly found out another correfpond-

ent, that was more ufeful to him than he whom
he loft could ever have 'been, F. St. German, a

Jefuit, who was fent over with the Dutchefs, and

pafs'd for her confefTor, tho' I have been affured

that was a miftake. He had all the heat of his

order in him, and was apt to talk very boldly. I

was fometimes in company with him. Pie was

complained of in Council by the Bilhop of Lon^

don, for fome practice on one that v/as come over

a con-
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a convert, whom he was between threatening and

perfuafion working on, in order to the fending

him back. This came to be difcovered. Upon
which he fled. And on him Coleman fixed for his

chief correfpondent. Ploward was about this

time by Cardinal Altieri's means promoted to be

a Cardinal. And upon that the King and Duke
fent compliments to Rome. This opened a negoti-

ation with that Court, that was put in the hands of

the Internuncio atBrulTels. So it was propofed, that

a fum of money fhould be given the King, if in

return of that fome fuitable favours for thofe of

their religion could be obtained. Coleman was

fent over by the Duke to Bruffels, to treat about

it, none being in the fecrct, but the Lord Arundell.

Yet, as he underftood it, the King himfelf knew
of it. When he went thither, he found the fum
offered was fo fmall, and the conditions demanded
were fo high, that he made no progrefs in the ne-

gotiation. Whatfoever CoJeman did in the main
bufmefs,he took good care of himfelf All his letters

were full of their being able to do nothing for

want of money. And he made the French Em-
balTador believe, he could do his matter great fer-

vice, if he was well fupplied. He got once 2500
guineas from him, to gain his mafter fome friends.

But he applied it all to furnilh out his own ex-

pence. He was at that time fo lifted up, that he

had a mind to pafs for the head of the party.

And of this I will give one inftance, in which I

my felf had a Ihare.

Sir Philip Terwhlt, a Papifl, had married a

zealous Proteftant, who fufpefting his religion,

charged him with it. But he denied it before

marriage ; and carried that fo far, that he received

th? Sacrament with her in her own Church. Afqer

they were married, Ihe found that he had deceived

her : And they lived untowardly together. At this

time fome fcruples were put in her head, with

which Ihe acquainted me, apd feemed fully fatif-

fied
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i6y6. fied 'with the anfwers that I gave her. She came
^•V^w afterwards to me, and defired, I would come to

her houfe, and taJk of all thofe matters with fome
that her hufband would bring to meet us. I told

her, I would not decline the thing, if defired,

though I feldom knew good come of fuch conr
ferences. She made the fame propofition to Dr.

A confe- Stillingfleet ; and he gave the fame anfwer. So a
rence be- ^^y ^^^ ^^j.^ ^^^ ^g ^^^^ thither, and found ten

Coleman ^^ twelve perfoHS, that were not known to us. We
and fome Were fcarce fet down, when Coleman came in,

divines, who took the whole debate upon him. 1 writ down
a very,exad account of all that pafs'd, and lent it

to them, and had their additions to it : And I

printed it. The thing made a great noife, and was
a new indication of Coleman's arrogance. Soon
after that the Lady, who continued firm upon this

conterence, was polTefTed with new fcruples about
the validity of our ordinations. I got from her

the paper that was put in her hand, and anfwered

it : And flie feemed fatisfied with that likewife.

But afterwards the uneafinefs of her! life prevailed

more on her, than her fcruples did -, and fhe changed
her religion.

I under- Some time after I had printed the Memoirs of
took to the Dukes of Hamilton, which were favourably
write the received, the reading of thofe got me the acquain-

our Refor- ^^^^^ and friendftiip of Sir William Jones,, then

matipn. Attorney General. He was raifed to that high

poft merely by merit, and by his being thought

the greateft man of the law : For, as he was
no flatterer, but a man of a- morofe temper, fo he

was againft all the meafures that they took an

Court. They were weary of him, and were rai-

fing Sir John King to vie with him : But he died

in his rife, which indeed went on very quick. Jones
was an honeft, and wife man. He had a rough-

nefs in his deportment, that was very difagreeable :

But he was a good natured man at bottom, and a

faithful friend. He grew weary of his employ-
ment,
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ment, and laid it down : And, though the Great i6y6.

Seal was offered him, he would not accept of it, V^^XI
nor return to bufinefs. The quicknefs of his

thoughts carried his views, far. And the fournefs.

of his temper made him too apt both to fufpect

and to dcfpife mod of thofe that came to him.

My way of writing hiftory pleafed him : And fo

he prefled me to undertake the hiftory of England.

But Sanders's book, that was then tranflated into

French, and cried up much in France, made all

my friends prefs me to anfwer it, by writing the.

hiftory of the Reformation. So now all my
thoughts were turned that way. I laid out for

MSS. and fearched into all offices. I got for fome
days into the Cotton Library. But Duke Lauder-

dale, hearing of my deiign, and apprehending it

might fucceed in my hands, got Dolben, Bilhop

of Rochefter, to divert Sir John Cotton from fuf-

fering me to fearch into his library. He told

him, I was a great enemy to the prerogative, to

which Cotton was devoted, even to flavery. So
he faid, I would certainly make an ill ufe of ail 1

had found. This wrought fo much on him, that

I, was no more admitted, till my firft volume was
publifhed. And then, when . he faw how 1 had
compofed it, he gave me free accefs to it.

At this time the Earl of Effex was brought over The Earl

from being Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, whofe °[
E^x's

friendfhip to me was afterwards fuch, that I think

myfelf obliged to ftop, and to give fome account

of him. He was the Lord Capeli's fon. His edu-

cation was negleded by reafon of the war. But,

when he was at man's age, he made himfelf mafter

of the Latin tongue, and made a great progrefs

in mathematicks, and in ail the other parts of

learning. He knew our law and conftitution well,

and was a very thoughtful man. He began foon to

appear againft the Court. The King imputed it to

his refentments : So he refolved to make ufe of

him. He fent him EmbaiTador to Dejsmark, where

his
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1676. his behaviour in the affair of the flag, gained him
V<^/">-' much reputation : Tho' he faid to me there was

nothing in it. That King had ordered the gover-

nour of Croonenburgh to make all fhips that pafs'd

ftrike to him. So when Lord EfTex was failing

by, he fent to him, either to ftrike to him, or to

fail by in the night, or to keep out of his reach :

Otherwife he muft fhoot, firft with powder, but
next with ball. Lord EfTex fent him a refolute

anfwer, that the Kings of England made Others

ftrike to them, but their ftiips ftruck to ' none

:

He would not fteal thro' in the dark, nor keep
out of his reach : And if he (hot at him, he would

His em- defend himfelf. The Governor did fhoot him, but
ployment on defign ftiot over him. This was thought great

^"aH
"" bravery in him : Yet he reckoned, it was im-

poffible the Governor would endeavour to fink a

ftiip that brought over an Embaflador. While he

was there, the King died, which made a great-

change in the Court. For that King had made
one of his fervants Stadtholder •, which was indeed

a ftrangc thing, he himfelf being upon the place.

He was but a mean perfon, and was adva;nced by
the favour the Qiieen bore him. Lord Effex's

firft bufmefs was, to juftify his behaviour in re-

fufing to ftrike. Now at his going from England

Sir John Cotton had defired him to take fome

volumes of his library that related to Danifti

affairs ; which he took, without apprehending

that he.fliould have great occafion to ufe them:
But this accident made him fearch into them.

And he found very good materials to juftify his

condud •, fmce by formal treaties it had been ex-

prefsiy ftipulated, that the Englifti Ihips of war

fhould not ftnke in the Danilh feas. This railed

his character fo high at Court, that it was writ

over to him, that he might cxpefl every thing he

ftiould pretend to at his return. The change oi

government that he faw in Denmark, and the

bringing it about with fo little difficulty, made a

great
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great imprefBon on him ; fince one of the freefl i6y6.

Nations in the world was on a fudden brought ^•v"^'
under a moft arbitrary form of government-

Many of the ancient Nobihty feemed uneafy under

the change. And even the Chancellor himfelf, tho*

raifed by favour from very mean beginnings, could

not forbear to lament even to him the change of

their conflitution. •

Upon his return from Denmark, he was made ^^^ ^«

Lord Lieutenant ot Ireland. He could never un- ^^^^c
derftand how he came t© be raifed to that poft ; Ireland,

for he had not pretended to it : And he was a vio-

lent enemy to Popery ; not fo much from any
fix'd principle in religion, in which he was too

loofe, as becaufe he looked on it as an invafion

made on the freedom of human nature. In his

government of Ireland he exceeded all that had
gone betore him ; and is ftill confidered as a pat-

tern to all that come after him. He ftudied to un-
derftand exactly well the conflitution, and intereft

of the Nation. Hfe read over all their Council

books ; . and made large abflrafts out of them, to

guide him, fo as to advance every thing that had.

been at any time fet on foot for the good of the

Kingdom. He made feveral volumes of tables of
the itate, and perfons that v/ere in every county

and town •, and got true characters of all that were

capable to ferve the publick. And he preferred

men always upon merit, without any application

from themfelves ; and watched over ail about
him, that there fhouid be no bribes going among

..ills fervants. The revenue of Ireland v/as then in

:the Earl of Ranelagh's management ; who was
one of the ableft men that Ifland had bred, qapa-^

ble of all affairi^ even in the midft of a loofe ruil

oj pleafure, and much riot. He had the art of

pleafing mafters of very different tempers arid in-

terefts fo much, that he continued above thirty

years in great pofts. He had undertaken to fur-

pifh the King with money for the^ building of

: Vol. L. Do' Windfor
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1676. Wmdfor out of the revenue of Ireland.- And it

v-'Kr*>»' was believed the Dutchefs of Portfmouth had a

great yearly penfion out of his office. By this

means payments in Ireland were not regularly

made. So the Earl of Eflex complained of this.

The King would not own how much he had from
LiOrd Ranelagh, but prefs'd Lord Eflex to pafs

his accounts. He anfwered, he could not pafs

them as accounts ; But, if the King would for-

give Lord Ranelagh, he would pafs a difcharge,

but not an ill account. The King was not pleafed

with this, nor with his exadlnefs in that govern-

ment : It reproached his own too much. So he

took a refolution about this time to put the Duke
of Ormond in it again. Upon this occafion the

Harl of EfTeJt told me, that he knew the King did

often take money into his privy purfe, to defraud

his Exchequer : For he reckoned that what was
carried thither, was not fo'-rniifch his own, as his

privy purfe was. And Coventry told Lord Effex,

that there was once a PfaVitation-caufe at the

Council board': And lie 'was- troubled to fee the

King efpoufe the worft'Tide: And upon that he

v/ent to him, and toid "him fecre'tl'y, that it was

a vile caufe v/hich he i^ds'^'ftipporting : The King
anfwered him, he hadgot''<^d6d m6ney for doing

-
'I'll M ' '

It.
,

"•'" ,'v. ^
AboUt this time th#e

'

'^^s' a pVopbfitlon made
for larming the revenue 'df 'Ireland.' And l-ord

Danby feemed for fome time to favour one fet of

men, who offered to farrri rtJ- But on a fudden

he turned to another. The "fecret ot this broke

put, that he was to have great advantages by the

fecond proppfition. / The matter was brought to

. .the Council table : And fome were examined to it

upon oath. Lord Widdrington did confefs that.

he made in offer ' of a round fum to Lbrd- Danby,
but faid that he did not accept of it. Lord Hal-

• - iifax.was yet of the Council. So he obferved;that

. the Lord* Tre"rftir6f had rejected that- offer- ^Very

^ '^
• - -' mildly i
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mildly -, but hoc To as to difcourage a fecond at-

tempt : It would be fomewhat ftrange, if a man
fhould afk the ufe of another man's wife, and if

the other fhould indeed refufe it, but with greatf '

-

civility. This nettled Lord Danby, who upon
that got him to be difmifs'd from that board : At
which the Duke, was much pleafed, who hated

Lord Hallifax at that time, more even than the

Earl of Shaftfbury himfelf ; for he had fallen fe-

verely on the declaration for toleration, in the

Houie of Lords. He faid, if we could make
good the Eaftern compliment, " O King, live for

ever," he could truft the King with every thing ;

but fince that was fo much a compliment, that ic

could never become real, he could not be impli-

cite in his confidence. Thus matters went on
all 1676, and to the beginning of the 1677,
when another fefTion of Parliament was held. I

have brought within this year feveral things that

may be of ufe to. enlighten the reader as to the

ftate of things, tho*' perhaps of their ov/n nature

they were not important enough to deferve to be

told. But in fo bare a year, as this proved, to be,

it feemed no impertinent digreffion, to bring all

.fuch matters into the reader's way.

I Ihall next give fome account of Scotch affairs. The af-

The Duke of Lauderdale had mailered the oppo- fairs of

fition made to him fo entirely, that men were ScoUand.

now filent, tho' not quiet. The field Conventi-

cles increafed mightily. Men came to them armed.

And upon that great numbers were outlav/ed :

And a writ was ifilied out, that was indeed legal,

but very feldom ufed, called Intercommonir^

:

Becaufe it made all that harboured fuch perfdns,

or did not feize them, when they had it in their

power, to be involved in the fame guilt. By this

means many, apprehending a fevere profeQUtion,

left their houfes, and went about like' a fort of

Banditti, and fell into a fierce and favao-e temper.

The Privy Council upon this pretended they v/ere

O o 2 in
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1676. in a ftate of war. And upon an old Itatute, that

u. "
^ '^mmJ was almoil quite forgot, it was fet on foot, that

the King had a power to take any Caftle, that

lay convenient for his forces, and put a garrifon

in it. So twelve houfes were marked out : Of
which two were the chief dwelling houfes of two
Peers. The reft were the houfes of gentlemen,

that had gone into the party againft Duke Lau-
derdale. And, tho' thefc were houfes of no

ftrength, and not at all properly fituated for the

fupprefling of Conventicles, yet they were taken.

Soldiers were put in them. And the countries

about were required to furnifh thofe fmall garri-

fons with all things necefTary. This was againft

the exprefs words of the law that had lately fet-

tled the militia. Great oppofition was made to

it. Yet, it was kept up above a year, till the

houfes were quite ruined by the rude foldiers, who
underftood that the more wafte they made, it

would be the more acceptable. At laft it was let

fall.

Another thing happened, fcarce worth mention-

ing, if it was not for the effefts that followed on

it. One Carftairs, a loofe and vicious gentleman,

who had ruined his eftate, undertook to Sharp to

go about in difguife to fee thofe Conventicles,

and to carry fome with him to witnefs againft fuch

as they faw at them ; in which he himfelf was not

to appear : But he was to have a proportion of

all the fines that fhould be fet upon this evidence:

And he was to have fo much for everyone of

theif teachers that he could catch. He had many
different difguifes, and pafled by different names

," in every one of them. He found Kirkton, an

eminent preacher among them, who was as cau-

ridus as the reft v/ere bold, and had avoided all

fufpicious and dangerous meetings. Carftairs, fee-

ing him walking in the ftreets of Edinburgh, told

him, there was a perfon that was fick, and fent

i^im to beg a vifit from him. He fufpefting no-

thing
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thing went with him. . Carftairs brought him to his 1675.
own lodgings : And there he told him, he had a V./'VX/"

warrant againft him, which he would execute, if he

would not give him money to let him. alone. Kirk-

ton faid, he had not offended, and was willing to go
to prifon till his innocence fhould appear. Carftairs

really had no warrant : But, as was afterwards dif-

covered, he had often taken this method, and had
got money by it. So he went out to procure a

warrant, and left Kirkton lock'd up in his cham-
ber. Kirkton called to the people of the houfe :

And told them, how he was trepan'd. And he
got one of them to feek Baillie of Jerrifwood,

his brother-in law, who was a Gentleman of great

parts, but of much greater virtue. Carftairs

Gould not find nine Privy Counfellors to fign a

warrant, which were the number required by law.

Yet, when he came back, he pretended he had a.

warrant, and would force Kirkton to go to pri-

fon upon it. Kirkton refufed to obey any fuch

warrant, till he faw it. And upon that Carftairs

ftruggled, and pulled him to the ground,, and
fate on him, the other crying out murther. At
that time Baillie came to the door : And, hear-

ing him cry out, he called to Carftairs to open
the door : And, that not being done, he forced

it, and found Carftairs fitting upon Kirkton. He
drew his fword, and made him come off" him.
He then afked him, what warrant he had to ufe

him as he did. He faid, h« had a warrant to

carry him to prifon : But he refufed to ftiew it.

Baillie offered to afTift in executing it, if he had
any : But he perfifted in this, that he was not
bound to fliew it. Baillie made Kirkton to go
out ; and followed him, no violence being ufed ;

for which he had many witneftes, whom the noife

had brought together. And he faid, he was re-

folved to fue Carftairs for this riot. But before

the next Council day a warrant was figned by nine

Privy Counfeilots, but antedated, for the com-
O o 3 mitting
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mitting of Kirkton, and of fix or feven more of

their preach'ers. Lord Athol told me, he was one

of thofe who figned it, with that falfe date to it.

So Baillie was cited before the Council : Carflairs

produced his warrant, which he pretended he had

at the time that Kirkion was in his hands, but did

not think fit to Ihew, fince that would difcover

the names of .others, againft whom he was alfo to

make ufe of it. . Baillie brought his witnefTes to,;

prove his behaviour. Sut they would not fo much
as examine them. It was faid, that upon Car-

ftair's faying he had a warrant, Kirkton was bound
to go to jail ; and that, if it had been found that

he was carried thither without a warrant, the

jailor would not have received him. Duke Ha-
milton, and Lord Kinkardin, were yet of the

Council. And they argued long againft: this way
of proceeding, as liker a Court of Inquifition,

than a legal government. Yet Baillie was fined

500 1. and condemn'd to a year's imprifoAhient.

And upon this an occafion was taken to turn Duke
Hamilton and. Lord Kinkardin out of the Coun-
cil, as enemies to the Church, and as fa>vourers of

Conventicles.
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